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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The purpose and plan of this publication, which has been 
prompted by the celebration of the fourth centenary of 
Luther's birth, is. explained in the Introductory Essay. Here 
it is only necessary to state that, of the works of Luther 
contained in it, the '' Address to the Nobility of the German 
Nation," which was written in German, has been translated by 
Professor Buchheim, from the text given in the Erlangen, or 
Frankfort, Edition. The translation of this work offered very 
great dij£culties, as it was written in Luther's earliest German 
style, before the language had been improved, and ren- 
dered comparatively definite, by his translation of the Bible. 
Dr. Buchheim has endeavoured to make it as literal as was 
compatible with the genius of the English language, and with 
the necessity of modifying, now and then, some obscure or 
obsolete expression; and he has offered a few annotations. 
He desires, at the same time, to express his great obliga- 
tions to Dr. Wace, who carefully compared his translation 
with the original work, and whose suggestions have been 
of great service to him. The Theses, and the two Treatises, 
"On Christian Liberty," and "On the Babylonish Captivity 
of the Church," have been translated from the original Latin 
Text, as given in the Frankfort Edition, by the Kev. E. S. 
Grignon, to whose generous assistance and accurate scholar- 
ship the editors feel greatly indebted. 
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ON THE PRIMARY PRINCIPLES OF LUTHER'S 

LIFE AND TEACHING 



The present publication is offered as a contribution to the due 
celebration in this country of the fourth Centenary of Luther's 
birth. ]\ruch has been written about him, and the general 
history of his life and work is being sketched by able pens. 
But no adequate attempt has yet been made to let him speak 
for himself to Englishmen by his greatest and most character- 
istic writings. The three works which, together with the 95 
Theses, are included in this volume, are well known in Germany 
as the Drei Grosse BeforinationS'Schrifteriy or **The Three 
Great Eeformation Treatises " of Luther ; but they seem never 
yet to have been brought in this character before the English 
public. The Treatise on Christian Liberty has indeed been 
previously translated, though not of late years. But from an 
examination of the catalogue in the British Museum, it would 
appear that no English translation is accessible, even if any 
has yet been published, of the Address to the German Nobility 
or of the Treatise on the Babylonish Captivity of the Church. 
Yet, as is well understood in Germany, it is in these that the 
whole genius of the Beformer appears in its most complete and 
energetic form. They are bound together in the closest 
dramatic unity. They were all three produced in the latter 
half of the critical year 1520, when nearly three years' 
controversy, since the publication of the Theses, on Oct. 31 
1517, had convinced Luther of the falseness of the Court 
of Rome, and the hoUowness of its claims; and they were 
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immediately followed by the bull of excommunication in 
the winter of the same year, and the summons to the Diet of 
Worms in 1521. Luther felt, as he says at the commencement 
of his Address to the German Nobility, that " the time for silence 
had passed, and the time for speech had come." He evidently 
apprehended that reconciliation between himself and the Court 
of Bome was impossible ; and he appears to have made up his 
mind to clear his conscience, whatever the cost. Accordingly in 
these three works he spoke out with a full heart, and with the 
consciousness that his life was in his hand, the convictions 
which had been forced on him by the conduct of the Papacy 
and of the Papal theologians. 

Those convictions had been slowly, and even reluctantly, 
admitted; but they had gradually accumulated in intense 
force in Luther's mind and conscience ; and when " the 
time for speech had come" they burst forth in a kind of 
volcanic eruption. Their maturity is proved by the com- 
pleteness and thoroughness with which the questions at issue 
are treated. An insight into the deepest theological prin- 
ciples is combined with the keenest apprehension of practical 
details. In the Treatise on Christian Liberty we have the most 
vivid of all embodiments of that life of Faith to which the 
Reformer recalled the Church and which wa3 the mainspring 
of the Reformation. In the Appeal to the German Nobility 
he first asserted those rights of the laity, and of the temporal 
power, without the admission of which no reformation would have 
been practicable, and he then denounced with burning moral 
indignation the numerous and intolerable abuses which were up- 
held by Boman authority. In the third Treatise, on the Baby- 
lonish Captivity of the Church, he applied the tame cardinal 
principles to the elaborate Sacramental system of the Church 
of Bome, sweeping away by means of them the superstitions 
with which the original institutions of Christ had been overlaid, 
and thus releasing men's consciences from a vast network of 
ceremonial bondage. The rest of the Information, it is not too 
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much to say, was but the application of the principles vindicated 
in these three works. They were applied in different countries 
with varying wisdom and moderation; but nothing essential 
was added to them. Luther's genius — if a higher word be not 
justifiable — brought forth at one birth, " with hands and feet," 
to use his own image, and in full energy, the vital ideas by 
which Europe was to be regenerated. He was no mere 
negative controversialist, attacking particular errors in detail. 
His characteristic was the masculine grasp with which he 
seized essential and eternal truths, and by their central light 
dispersed the darkness in which men were groping. 

It occurred therefore to my colleague and myself that a per- 
manent service might perhaps be rendered to Luther's name, 
and towards a due appreciation of the principles of the Beforma- 
tion, if these short but pregnant Treatises were made more ac- 
cessible to the English public ; and although they might well 
be left to speak for themselves, there may perhaps be some 
readers to whom a few explanatory observations on Luther's 
position, theologically and politically, will not be unacceptable. 
My colleague, in the Essay which follows this, has dealt with 
the political course of the Reformation during his career ; and 
in the present remarks an endeavour will simply be made to 
indicate the nature and the bearings of the central principles 
of the Reformer's life and work, as exhibited in the accompany- 
ing translations.. 

It is by no mere accident of controversy that the Ninty-five 
Theses mark the starting-point of Luther's career as a reformer. 
The subject with which they dealt was not only in close connec- 
tion with the centre of Christian truth, but it touched the 
characteristic thought of the Middle Ages. From the beginning 
to the end, those ages had been a stern school of moral and 
religious discipline, under what was universally regarded as the 
divine authority of the Church. St. Anselm, with his intense 
apprehension of the divine righteousness, and of its inexorable 
demands, is at once the noblest and truest type of the great school 
of thought of which he was the founder. The special mission of 
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the Church since the days of Gregory the Great had been to 
tame the fierce energies of the new barbarian world, and to 
bring the wild passions of the Teutonic races under the control 
of the Christian law. It was the task to which the necessities 
of the hour seemed to summon the Church, and she roused 
herself to the efibrt with magnificent devotion. Monks and 
Schoolmen performed prodigies of self-denial and self-sacrifice, 
in order to realise in themselves, and to impose as far as 
possible on the world at large, the laws of perfection which 
the Church held before their vision. The glorious cathedrals 
which arose in the best period of the Middle Ages are but the 
visible types of those splendid structures of ideal virtues, which 
a monk like St. Bernard, or a Schoolman like St. Thomas 
Aquinas, piled up by laborious thought and painful asceticism. 
Such men felt themselves at all times surrounded by a spiritual 
world, at once more glorious in its beauty and more awful in 
its terrors, than either the pleasures or the miseries of this 
world could adequately represent. The great poet of the 
Middle Ages afi'ords perhaps the most vivid representation of 
their character in this respect. The horrible images of the 
Inferno^ the keen suflferings of purification in the Purgatorio, 
form the terrible foreground behind which the Paradiso rises. 
Those visions of terror and dread and sufiering had stamped 
^ themselves on the imagination of the medieval world, and lay at 
the root of the power with which the Church overshadowed it. 
In their origin they embodied a profound and noble truth. It 
was a high and divine conception that the moral and spiritual 
world with which we are encompassed has greater heights and 
lower depths than are generally apprehended in the visible expe- 
rience of this life ; and Dante has been felt to be in an unique 
degree the poet of righteousness. But it is evident, at the same 
time, what a terrible temptation was placed in the hands of a 
hierarchy who were believed, in whatever degree, to wield power 
rer these spiritual realities. It was too easy to apply them, 
B the instruments of physical torture with which the age was 
miliar, to extort submission from tender consciences, or to 
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make a bargain with selfish hearts. But in substance the 
menaces of the Church appealed to deep convictions of the human 
conscience, and the mass of men were not prepared to defy them. 
Now it was into this world of spiritual terrors that Ijuther 
was born, and he was in an eminent degree the legitimate 
child of the Middle Ages. The turning-point in his history is 
that the awful visions of which we have spoken, the dread of 
the Divine judgments, brought home to him by one of the 
solemn accidents of life, checked him in a career which promised 
all worldly prosperity, and drove him into a monastery. There, 
as he tells us, he was driven almost frantic by his vivid realiza- 
tion of the demands of the Divine righteousness on the one 
hand, and of his own incapacity to satisfy them on the other. 
With the intense reality characteristic of his nature he took 
in desperate earnest all that the traditional teaching and 
example of the Middle Ages had taught him of the unbending 
necessities of Divine justice. But for the very reason that 
he accepted those necessities with such earnestness, he did but 
realize the more completely the hopelessness of his struggles 
to bring himself into conformity with them. It was not 
because he was out of sympathy with St. Anselm or St. Bernard 
or Dante, that he burst the bonds of the system they represented ; 
but, on the contrary, because he entered even more deeply than 
they into the very truths they asserted. ^Nothing was more 
certain to him than that Divine justice is inexorable ; no con- 
viction was more deeply fixed in his heart than that righteous- 
ness is the supreme law of human life. But the more he realized 
the truth, the more terrible he found it, for it seemed to shut 
him up in a cruel prison, against the bars of which he beat 
himself in vain. In one of his most characteristic passages, in 
the Introduction to his Latin Works, he describes how he was 
repelled and appalled by the statement of St. Paul respecting 
the Gospel, that * therein is the righteousness, or justice, of God 
revealed.* For, he says, 'however irreprehensible a life I had 
lived as a monk, I felt myself before God a sinner, with a most 
restless conscience, and I could not be confident that He was 
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appeased by my eatiafaction. 1 could not, therefore, love— nay,' 
hated — a (Jod who was just and punished Binners ; and if not with 
silent blasphemy, certainly with vehement murmnring, I was 
indignant against God, As if, I said, it were not enough that 
sinners, miserable and eternally ruined by original sin, should bo 
crushed with all kind of calamity by the law of the Decalogue,but 
Ood by the Gospol must needs add grief to grief, and by the 
Qospel itself most inflict still further on us His justice and anger. 
I raged with this savage and disturbed conscience, and I knocked 
importunately ut Paul in that place, with hnrning thirst to know 
what St. Paul conld mean/ Such an experience is not a mere 
revolt against the Middlo Ages. In great measure it is but the 
full realization of their truest teaching. It is Dante intensified, 
and carried to the inevitable development of bis principles. 

But if this be the case, what it meant was that the Middlo 
Ages had brought men to a deadlock. They had led men up 
to a gate bo strait that no human soul could pass through it. 
In the struggle, men had devised the most elaborate forms oti 
self-torture, and had made the most heroic sacrifices, and in thd 
very desperation of their efibrts they had anticipated the morn 
vivid insight and experience of Luther. The effort, in faoU 
had been too much for human nature, and the end of it had 
been that the Church had condescended to human weakness. 
The most obvious and easy way out of the difficulty was to 
modify, by virtue of some dispensing authority, the extreme 
requirements of Divine justice, and by a variety of half-uncon- 
Bcions, half-acknowledged devices, to lessen the severity of the 
strait gate and of the narrow way. Such a power, as has been 
said, was an enormous temptation to unscrupnlous Churchmen, 
and at length it led to the hideous abuses of such preaching 
of indulgences as that of Tetzel. In this form the matter 
came before Luther in his office as parish priest and confessor ; 
and it will be apparent from the Theses that what first revolts 
him is the violation involved of the deepest principles which 
Ohorch of his day had taught him. He had learned from 
the inexorable character of the Divine law, the necessity 
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blegaeduess of the DIviue diecipline of puuishment and Buffiaring ; 
he bad learned, as Iiis first Thesis declares, that the law of 
Christiaa life is that of lifelong penitence; and he denounce^ I 
Tetzel's teaching as false to the Church herself, in fall 1 
confidence that he would be sapported by his ecclesiastical 
superiors. When he found that he was not— when, to bis 
enrprise and consternation, bo found that the Papal tbeologiaut 
of the day, nnder the direct patronage of the Pope and the / 
bishops, were ready to support the most flagrant evasions of 
the Tery principles on which their power had originally been ) 
based — then at length, though most reluctantly, he turned 
against them, and directed against the corrupted Church of the , 
close of the Middle Ages the very principles he had loarned j 
from its best represeutatiyes and from its noblest institutions. 

Lnther, in the course of bis spiritual struggles, had found I 
the true deliverance from what we have ventured to call that 
deadlock to which the grand vision of Divine righteousneBS 
had led him. He realised that the strait gate was impassable 
by any human virtue ; but he had found the solution in the 
promise of a supernatural deliverance which was ofTered to 
^th. To quote again his words in the preface to his Latin 
works already referred to : 'At length by the mercy of God, 
meditating days and nights, I observed the connection of the 
words namely " therein is the righteousness of God revealed 
from faith to faith, as it is written: The just shall live by 
faith," Then I began to understand the justice of God to be 
that by which the jiut man lives by the gift of God, namely, 
by faith, and that the meaning was that the Gospel reveals 
that jostice of God by which He justifies us beggars through 
£aitb, as it is writteu: "The just shall live by faith." Here I 
felt myself absolutely born again ; the gates of heaven were 
opened, and I had entered paradise itself. From thenceforward 
the face of the whole Scriptures appeartid changed to me. I ran 
thnragb the Scriptures, as my memory would serve me, and 
observed the same analogy in other words — as, the work of 
God, that is, the work which God works in us ; the strength { 
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of God, that with which He makes na strong ; the wisiom 
of God, that with which He makes us wise; the power of God, 
the salvation of God, the glory of God. And now, as much as I 
had formerly hated that word, the Jnstice of God, so much did 
I now love it and extol it as the sweetest of words to me; and 
thus that place in Panl was to me trnly the gate of paradise,' 
' In nt.hfir wnrdfi. T,iif}|f r had realised that the Gospel, while re- 
aaae rtinp the ippy t^fahln iipt"''''i^ff| hft moral law, anddeeneni n g 
its demands, had reyealed a Bnpcrpft|i)irfl.l tiTid diving pi^ana of 
■^ satiaf ying and fulfilling it. All barriers bad tbns been removed 
between God and mao, and men had been placed in the position 
of children living by Faith on His grace and bounty. He ofTera 
tobestowupon them the very righteooGnessHerequires from them, 
if they will but accept it at His bands as a free gift. Their 
true position is no longer that of mere subjects living under a 
law which they must obey at their peril. They may, indeed, by 
their own act remain in that condition, with all its terrible 
consequences. But God invites them to regard Him as their 
Father, to live in the light of His countenance, and to receive 
from Him the daily food of their scale. T he most int imate 
pe rsonal relation is thus cstablJahed betw^p Himfielf and ih om ; 
i and theiighteousness which they could never acquire by their 
Efflnt reaay to create in tBem ii tbev will butT?e w ith 
1 faith a nd trus t. That faith, indeed, mus t ne eds be the 
beg uming, and the most essential condition , of this Divine life. 
ii'aitL IB tbe first condition of all ielIowB)ii{l UUMVWU flbFifOns ; 
and if a man is to live in personal fellowship with God, he must 
trust Him absolutely, believe His promises, and rest his whole 
existence, here and hereafter, upon Hia word, BjiUfl^JLHian do 
hia^ rnirl t.bp.n Off^'fj Ifj" """""" '" T'" 1'1'" " '^""linr IJ'Wft'''' *"''"'"P 
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j.'his belief is essentially bound up with a distinction on 
which great stress is laid in the Theses. It toiichea a point at 
once of the higbept theological import, and of the simplest 
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practical experience. Tbia is the Jistinctton between gailt an d 
pnmehment ; or, in other words, bet ween personal forgiTeness , 
a n d t h e re mlUljimi ol ttte cons equences of aina^ In our mutual 
rufiiliiuufi, U Buu may be forgiven by his father, a wrongdoer by 
the person whom he has injured, and yet it may neither be 
possible nor desirable that the offender Ebould be at onco 
released from the conaeqneoces of bis offence. But for a ll 
generoaa hearts, the personal forgi veness is infinitely m^ ra 
p reeiooa TEanT5^ ''^??fl3f^nTn7'^** j"~"l'y, ■-J-'"*'—- bad 
learned from the Scriptares to regard oar relation to God in a 
similar light. He realised that he mnat live, here and hereafter, 
in personal relationship to God ; and the forgiveness of God, the 
remoral from him, in God's sight, of the imputation and tha 
brand of guilt, hia reception into God's unclouded favour — tbia 
was the supreme necessity of bis spiritual existence. If this 
were assured to him, not only had he no fear of punishment, but 
he could welcome it, whatever its severity, as part of tho 
discipline of the divine and loving hand to which he had trusted 
himself. His deepest indignation, consequently, was aroused by 
preaching which, under official sanction, nrged men to bny in- 
dnlgencfl from punishment, of whatever kind, as practically the 
greatest epiritual benefit they could obtain ; and he devoted bis 
whole energy to assert the supreme blessing of that remission 
from guilt, of which the preachers of indulgences said practi- 
cally nothing. Nit is this rem ission of gn tl t, this _BarsQn al J 
fo t^eneaa, which is tne flBH6DtiaJ-fllflmflatJ^ it»-*«tii6Mi5iin J 
oj oyhicb he spoke^ \Ifc involves of coarse salvation from the I 
final ruin and doom which sin, and the moral corruption of our ' 
natare, wonid naturally entail ; but itn_rillirf_Tirtafr-Tlnnn not i 
eonust in deliverance from pTinishmcnt, nor docs it in any way 
derogaiq from thelru th tl^at ■■ \V(. imiat ali Mppcni- h<-'fore the 
i ndgm'&dt seat of Oh ritit. tli^it i-'vcry '>u^' may ii;ct.iv<. iKe things 
done in his body, according to that be bath done, whether it be 
good or bad." What it taught men was to accept all God's 
judgments and discipline in perfect peace of soul, as being 1 
assured of His love and favour. - I 
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No divine, in fact, has ever dwelt with more intense con- 
viction on the blessedness of the discipline of suffering and 
of the Cross. The closing Theses express his deepest feelings 
in this respect, and a passage in one of his letters, written be- 
fore the controversy about Indulgences had arisen, affords a 
most interesting illustration of the manner in which the 
principles he came forward to assert had grown out of his 
personal experience. '' Away,'' he says, in the 92nd and 
93rd Theses, '' with all those prophets who say to the people 
of Christ, ' Peace, peace,* and there is no peace. -Blessed be 
all those prophets who say to the people of Christ, 'The 
Cross, the Cross,' and there is no Cross." These somewhat 
enigmatic expressions are at once explained in the letter re- 
ferred to, written to a Prior of the Augustinian order, on the 
22nd of June, 1516.^ He says : — 

" You are seeking and craving for peace, but in the wrong 
order. For you are seeking it as the world giveth, not as Christ 
giveth. Know you not that God is * wonderful among His 
saints,' for this reason, that He establishes His peace in the 
midst of no peace, that is, of all temptations and afflictions.' It 
is said *Thou shalt dwell in the midst of thine enemies.'/ "The 
man who possesses peace is not the man whom no one disturbs 
— that is the peace of the world ; he is the man whom all men 
and all things disturb, but who bears all patiently, and with 
joy. \ You are saying with Israel, ' Peace, peace,' and there 
is no peace. Learn to say rather with Christ : ' The Cross, 
the Cross,' and there is no Cross. For the Cross at once 
ceases to be the Cross as soon as you have joyfully exclaimed, 
in the language of the hymn, 

" * Blessed Cross, above all other, 
One and only noble tree.* " 

One other extract of the same import it may be well to 
quote from these early letters, as it is similarly the germ of one 
of the noblest passages in Luther's subsequent explanation of 

» Letters, edited by De Wette, i. 27. 
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the Ninety-fire Thesea.' The letter was addreasoJ to a brother | 
Angastiniao on the 15th of April, I51l>. Luther says : — 

" The croBB of Christ has been divided throughout the whole 
world, and every one meets with his own portion of it. Do 
not yon therefore reject it, bnt rather accept it as the most 
holy relic, to be kept, not in a gold or silver cheat, bnt in a J 
golden heart, that is, a heart imhned with gentle charity. For 1 
if, by contact with the flesh and blood of Christ, the wood of i 
the CroBS received snch consecration that its relics are deemed 
BBpremely precious, how much more should injnries, persecu- 
tions, sufferings and the hatred of men, whether of the jnst o 
of the unjast, he regarded as the most sacred of all relics- 
relics which, not by the mere touch of Uis flesh, but by the 
charity of His most bitterly tried heart and of Hia divine 
will, were embraced, kissed, blessed, aud abundantly con- 
Bccrated ; for thos was a ooree transformed into a blessing, | 
sad injury into justice, and passion into glory, and the Crosa I 
into joy." * 

The few letters, in fact, in our posscRsion, written by | 
Lnther before he came forward in 1517, are sufficient to 
afford the moat vivid proof both of the matnro thought and | 
experience in which his convictions were rooted, and of their | 
being prompted, not by the spirit of reckless confij)enc 
which they have sometimes been ignorantly ascribed, hut by 
the deepest sympathy with the lessons of the Cross. The 
porport of bis characteristic doctrine of justification by faith 
was not to give men the assuranco of immnnity from suffering J 
and sorrow, as the consequence of sin, hut to give them peace I 
of conscience and joy of heart in the midst of such punishments. J 

' ll is a plensnre In be iiblo to refer for IIjib pnnsago to the Gnit volume of the I 
new Critical Edition of Luther's works, jtut publislinl in Oermtmy, page UISlJ 
hne 21. This ningnificent edition, prepared under the patronage of tiJM 
Oeimiii Emperor, in the best of all conlribationa to the prcxent Commcmor^| 
lion. It raiiHt supersede nil other editions, and it ought to find n place in ^H 
odDniilcmhle lilirariw in I^ugluid. A tntnalntioo of the pastuigti in quesH^H 
will bo found in the Hampton Lectures of ihe prewnt writer, \i. 18G. ^M 

• letlai, cdiUKl fcy Ui> Wutte, i. p. HI. H 
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What it proclaimed was that, if men would but believe it, they 
conld at any moment grasp God's forgiveness, and live hence- 
forth in the assured happiness of His personal favour and love. 
Of this blessing His promise was the only possible warrant, 
and like all other promises, it could only be accepted by Faith. 
Every man is invited to believe it, since it is oflFered to all for 
Christ's sake ; but by the nature of the case, none can enjoy it 
who do not believe it. 

The ground, however, on which this promise was based 
affords another striking illustration of the way in which 
Luther's teaching was connected with that of the Middle Age. 
Together with that keen apprehension of the divine judgments 
and of human sin just mentioned, the awful vision of our 
Lord's sufferings and of His atonement overshadowed the 
whole thought of those times. St. Anselm, in the Cur Detis 
Homo, had aroused deeper meditation on this subject than had 
before been bestowed upon it ; and in this, as in other matters, 
he is the type of the grand school of thought which he founded* 
As in his mind, so throughout the Middle Age, in proportion 
to the apprehension of the terrible nature of the Divine justice, 
is the prominence given to the sacrificial means for averting 
the Divine wrath. The innumerable Masses of the later 
Middle Ages were so many confessions of the deep-felt need of 
atonement ; and formal as they ultimately became, they were 
in intention so many cries for forgiveness from the terror- 
struck consciences of sinful men and women. Luther was 
a true child of the Church in his deep apprehension of the 
same need, and it was precisely because he realised it with 
exceptional truth and depth that he was forced to seek some 
deeper satisfaction than the offering of Masses could afford. 
He reasserted the truth that the need had been met and 
answered once for all by the Sacrifice on the Cross ; and by 
proclaiming the sufficiency of that one eternal offering he 
swept away all the '' Sacrifices of Masses," while at the same 
time he provided the answer to the craving to which they 
testified. The doctrine of the Atonement, as asserted at the 
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Reformation, is the true answer to tliat cry of the human j 
conscience which the Church of the preceding age had vainly ■ 
endeavoured to satisfy. The Sacrament, of which the Mass waa 
a perversion, was thus reetored to its true character on a 
pledge and an instrument of blessings bestowed by God, instead 
of a propitiatory offering on the part of men. The Cross of 
Christ, the favourite symbol of the medifeval Church, was thus 
held aloft by the Reformer in still deeper reality, as the central J 
symbol of the Church's message, and as the one adequate fl 
ground for the faith to which he called men. " 

Now the view of the Christian life involved in this principle 
of JTustificatioD by Faith found its most complete and beautiful 
expression in the Treatise " On Christian Liberty," translated 
in this Toinme ; and a brief notice of the teaching of that 
treatise will best seri-o to explain the connection between 
Luther's cardinal doctrine and the other principles which he 
asserted. As is explained at the close of the introductory 
letter to Leo X. (p. 101), he designed it as a kind of peace- 
offering to the Pope, and as a declaration of the sole objects he 
had at heart, and to which he desired to devote his life. " It 
is a small matter," be says, " if you look to its bulk, but unless 
I mistake, it is a summary of the Christian life in small 
compass, if yon apprehend its meaning," In fact, it presents 
the most complete view of Luther's theology, alike in its 
principles and in its practice, almost entirely disembarrassed 
of the controversial elements by which, under the inevitable 
pressure of circumstances, his other works, and especially 
those of a later date, were disturbed. Perhaps the only part 
of his works to compare with it in this respect is the precious 
collection of his House-postills, or Exposition of the Gospels for 
the Sundays of the Christian Year, They were delivered 
within his domestic circle, and recorded by two of his pupils, 
and though but imperfectly reported, they are treasures of 
Evangelical exposition, exhibiting in a rare degree the 
exquisitely childlike character of the Reformer's faith, i 
ir>arked by all the simplicity and the poetry of feeling 
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whicli his mind was distingriiahed* It is by such* works as 
these, and not amply by his eontroreisial treatises or com- 
mentanes, that Lnther mnst be judged, if we wish either to 
nndfiistand his inner character, or to comprehend the yast 
personal inflnence he exerted. Bnt in its essence, the Oospel 
which he preached, the substance of what he had learned from 
the temptations, the prayers, the meditations — tentcUianes, 
mutioiieSy nwditatianes — of his life as a ^onk, is sufficiently 
embodied in the short Treatise on Christian Xiberty. 

The argument of the Treatise is summed up, with the anti- 

tiietical foree so often characteristic of great genius, in the two 

propositions laid down at the outset. ^ A Christian man is 

the most &ee lord of all and subject to none : A Christian 

matt is the most dutifal serrant of all, and subject to every 

eiie«'* The first of these proportions expresses the ^practical 

Msult of the doctrine of Justification by Faith. The Christian 

ii^ in possession of a promise of God, which in itself, and in the 

assurance it iuToIres^ is a greater blessing to him than all 

other prinleges or enjoyments whatever. Everything sinls 

iato insignificance compared with this word and GospeL " Let 

us>*^ he says> ^* hold it for certain and firmly established that 

the aoul can do without everything except the word of Crod, 

without which none of its wants are provided for. But, having 

the word, it is rich and wants for nothing, since it is the 

woord of life, of truth, of light, of peace, of justification, of 

salvation, of joy, of liberty, of wisdom, of virtue, of grace, of 

glory, and of every good thing." If it be asked, ** What is this 

word ? *' he answers that the Apostle Paul explains it, namely 

that ^^ it is the Gospel of God, concerning His Son, incarnate, 

sttfifering, risen, and glorified through the Spirit, the Sanctifier. 

To preach Christ is to feed the soul, to justify it, to set it free, 

and to save it, if it believes the preaching . . . For the word of 

God cannot be received and honoured by any works, but by 

Faith alone/' This is the cardinal point around which not 

merely Luther's theology, but his whole life turns. God had 

descended into the world, spoken to him by His Son, His 
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the Scriptures, and the roice of the Charcb, and 
promised him foTgivenese in the present, and final deliTeraaoe 
from hie evil in the fatare, if be woald bnt trust Him. Tho 
luero poesessioD of sach a promise ontweighed in Luther's view 
all oth^i considerations whntever, and absolute faith was due to 
it. -^ higher offence could be offered to God than to reject or 
doabt His promise, and at the same time no higher honour 
could be rendered Him than to believe it;' The importance and 
Yaloe of the rirtae of Faith is thua determined entirely by tho 
promise on which it rests. These " promises of God are words 
of bolineBs, truth, righteousness, liberty, and peace, and are 
full of unirersal goodness, and the soul which cleaves to them 
with a firm faith is ao united to them, nay, thoroughly absorbed 
by them, that it not ouly partakes in, but is penetrated and 
flatnrated by all their virtue. For if the toncb of Christ was 
health, how much more does that most tender spiritual toach, 
nay, absorption of the word, communicate to the soul all 
that belongs to the word ? In this way, therefore, the sonl 
thiongh faith alone, without works, is by the word of God 
justified, eanctified, endued with truth, peace, and liberty, and 
filled fall with every good thing, and is truly made the child of 
God ... As is the word, such is (he soul made by it ; just as 
iron exposed to fire glows like fire on account of its union with 
the fire." MoreoTer, just as it is faith which unites husband 
and wife, so faith in Christ unites the soul to Him in indisso- 
luble nuion. For " if a true marriage, nay, by far the moat 
perfect of all marriages, is accomplished between them — for 
fanman marriages are but feeble types of this one great 
marriage — then it follows that all they Lave becomes theirs 
in common, as well good things as evil things ; so that whatso- , 
ever Christ possesses, the believing soul may take to itself and 
boast of as its own, and whatever belongs to the soul, Christ 
claims as his . . . Thus the believing sonl, by tho pledge of its 
faith in Christ, becomes free from all sin, fearless of death, si 
from hell, and endowed with the eternal rightcousneBS, life a 
salfatioD of its husband Christ." 
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It ia enentuJ to dwell iip<m these paangcs, mee, the Coree of 
the Befbrmer^a great doctrine esnnot ponktj be apprdieiided 
M k»ig M he is anpposed to Attribute the efficacj of which he 
•peaka to anj inherent quality in the human heart itflel£ li 
]g the w/^Tii ^Twl i>ynmiflA nf Qod which 



But thia atmunooa a man into a sphere aboTe thia world, Inds 
him rest npon the diyine lore whieh speaks to him, and places 
him on the eternal foundation of a direct corenant with. God 
Himself in Christ. As in the Theses, so in thia Treatise^ 
Luther reiterates that it in no way implies exonptioQ from 
the discipline of suffering. '^ Yea,"^ he sajs, ^ the more of a 
Christian any man is, to so many the more eTil8^sii£Emng%and 
deaths is he subject ; as we see in the first place in Christ the 
first-bom and in all His holy brethren." The power of which 
he speaks is a spiritual one ^^ which roles in the midst of 
enemies^ in the midst of distresses. It is nothing else than that 
strength is made perfect in my weakness, and that I can tnm 
all things to the profit of my salvation ; so that even the cross 
and death are compelled to serre me and to work together for 
my salyation." '' It is a lofty and eminent dignity, a true and 
Almighty dominion, a spiritual empire in which there is nothing 
so good, nothing so bad, as not to work together for my good, 
ily I believe." 

If we compare this language with those conceptions of 
spiritual terror by which Luther had been driven into a 
monastery, and under which, like so many in his age, he had 
groaned and struggled in despair, we can appreciate the 
immense deliverance which he had experienced. The Divine 
promise ha d lifte d him '' out of darkness and out of the j Eadow 
of deaxn . and Lad broi^8nEieDon3[s in sunfe r.^ it is this which 
is tne source of the undaunted and joyful fedth which marks 
tho w hole of the Reformer's public career. " Whose heart," 
be exclaims, '' would not rejoice in its inmost core at hearing 
these things ? Whoso heart, on receiving so great a consola- 
tion, would not bocomo sweet with the love of Christ : a love 
to which it can never attain by any laws or works? Who 
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can injare sack a lietrty or laake it t&ud ? If t^ cvmacinxi^ 
neas of sin, or Uie korror of ie^rh nsk in iqtan it. it is pre* 
pared to liope in Uie Jjori^ and is leadetf of tbew ctQs and 
undisturbed, until it shall look down nposi itt cneanies.^ Sndi 
a conyiction, nttered in sock burning lanpiage. Iffted t^ same 
cloud of ilarknfftB and fesf tnsm the kesns at tke eamnKm 
people of that day, and was wdcomed as frood tadincs of ^eii 
joy by multitudes of burdened and terrar-stheken besrt&. Xch 
thing is more characteristic of Luther's preachinc, aud of the 
Beformers who foUow him, than the sen^e tkey displsT ihst 
they haye before them souls ^ weary and hesTy-ladesi.'* Their 
language presupposes the preyalenoe of that atsKusphex^e of 
spiritual apprehension and gloom already described, and their 
grand aim is to lead men out of it into the joy snd peaeie and 
liberty of the GospeL The consequence is that a new confi- 
dence, hope and energy is infused into the moral and spiritual 
world of that day. The tone of unbounded joy and hofe which 
marks the earliest Christian literature, particularly in the 
Apostolic Fathers, re-appears in such a Treatise as we are 
considering, and in the whole religious thought of the Be- 
formers ; and it would almost seem as if the long agony of the 
Middle Ages had but enhanced the joy of the final delirer- 
ance. 

It is unnecessary, for our present purpose, to dweU long 
upon the second point of the Treatise, in which Luther illus- 
trates his second proposition that ''a Giristian man is the 
most dutiful serrant of all and subject to every one." It will 
be enough to obserre that Luther is just as earnest in insist- 
ing upon the application of faith in the duties of charity and 
self-discipline as upon the primary importance of faith itself. 
The spirit of faith, he says, " applies itself with cheerfulness 
and zeal " to restrain and repress the impulses of the lower 
nature. " Here works begin ; here a man must not take his 
ease ; here he must give heed to exercise his body by fastings, 
watchings, labour, and other reasonable discipline, so that it 
may be subdued to the spirit, and obey and conform itself to the 
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inner man and to faith." Similarly, he will give himself up to 
the service of others, and it is partly with a view to rendering 
i them such service that he will discipline his body and keep it 
j in due energy and soundness. He starts from the belief that 
Grod, without merit on his part, has of his pure and free mercy 
bestowed on him, an unworthy creature, all the riches of 
justification and salvation in Christ, so that he is no longer in 
want of anything except of faith to believe that this is so. 
For such a Father, then, who has overwhelmed him with 
these inestimable riches of His, must he not freely, cheer- 
fully, and from voluntary zeal, do all that he knows will be 
pleasing to Him and acceptable in His sight ? "I will, there- 
fore," he says, " give myself as a sort of Christ to my neighbour, 
as Christ has given Himself to me ; and will do nothing in this 
life except what I see will be needful, advantageous and whole- 
some for my neighbour, since by faith I abound in all good 
things in Christ." These practical considerations will afford the 
measure by which a man determines the discipline to which he 
subjects himself, and the ceremonies which he observes. They 
will not be observed for their own sake, but as means to an 
end, and therefore will never be practised in excess, as though 
there were some merit in the performance of them. They are 
like the scaffoldings of builders, valuable only as a temporary 
assistance, in the construction of the building itself. '' Vie 
do not condemn works and ceremonies ; nj&y, we set the highest 
yakte- on them. We only condemn that opinion of works whtefa 
regards them as constituting true righteousness." In asserting 
these principles, Luther was certainly putting the axe to the 
root of the portentous growth of ascetic and ceremonial observ- 
ances which prevailed in his day, and which were too generally 
regarded as of the very essence of religion. He enabled men, as 
it were^ to look on such ceremonies from the outside, as a thing 
external to them, and to reduce or rearrange them with a 
simple view to practical usefulness. But no more earnest exhor- 
tations to due self-discipline, and to true charity, could well be 
found tbaD are contained in the second part of the De Libertate 
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It will be eTi<leDt, however, what ft powerful instrament i 
refunnattoa was placed in men's hands bj the priooiples of thj 
Treatise. Every Christian man, by virtue of the promise i 
Christ, wae proclaimed free, 60 far as the eternal Qoceasities f 
his Bool were concerned, from all^ esternal and human condi 
tions whatever. Nothing, indeed, was further from Lutherl 
intention or inclination than tbo overthrow of esisting ordei 
or the disparagement of any existing authority which could b 
reasonably justified. His letter to Pope Leo, prcUxod to th 
Treatise we have been considering, shows that while deuouno 
ing unsparingly the abuses of the Court of Komo, 
sincere in his deference to the See of Rome itsc^lf. But tlu 
principle of justificatioQ enabled him to proclaim that if that 
8ee or any existing Church authority, misused its powei 
refused to reform abuBes, then, in the last resort, the soul ol 
Id do without it. In that day at all events — and perha| 
own to a greater extent than is sometimes supposed — thi 
iction supplied the fulcrum which was essential for anjl 
itual reforming movement. As is observed by the Churol 
Gieseler, in his admirable account of the early histor}|f 
'the Reformation, the Papacy had ever found its atrongert 
iport in the people at large. In spite of all the discontent 
disgust provoked by the corruption of the Church and 
\t clergy, an enormous though indefinite authority was stilS 
popularly attributed to the Pope and the ecclesiastical hie* 
tarchy. The Pope was believed to be in some sense or othflB 
the supreme administrator of spiritual powers which 
effectual in the next world as well as in the present ; and 
consequently when any controversy with the Church cams' 
a crisis, men shrank from direct defiance of the Pupal 
lority. They did not feel that they had any firm ground 
which they could stand if they incurred its formal con- 
demnation; and thus it always had at its command, in tbi 
strongest possible sense, the •nUima. ratio of rulers, The com 
to which Luther had been led at once anuihilat*^ 
pretcufiionB. " One thing and oi** ■••■■■le," he declared 
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^^ is necessary for life, justification and Christian liberty, and 
that is, the most holy word of God, the Gospel of Christ." As 
we have seen, he proclaimed it *^ for certain, and firmly estab- 
lished, that the soul can do without everything except the word 
of God." It is the mission of the Christian ministry, in its 
administration of the Word and Sacraments, to conyey this 
Gospel to the soul, and to arouse a corresponding faith. But 
the promise is not annexed indissolubly to that administration, 
and the only invariable rule of salvation is that *^ the just 
shall live by faith." By this principle, that vague fear of 
the spiritual powers of the hierarchy was removed, and men 
were endowed with real Christian liberty. 

But the principle went still further; for it vindicated for 
the laity the possession of spiritual faculties and powers the 
same in kind as those of the clergy. All Christian men are 
admitted to the privilege of priesthood, and are " worthy to 
appear before God to pray for others, and to teach one another 
mutually the things which are of God." In case of necessity, 
as is universally recognized, Baptism can be validly administered 
by lay hands, and English Divines, of the most unimpeachable 
authority on the subject, have similarly recognized that the 
valid administration of the Holy Communion is not dependent 
on the ordination of the minister by Episcopal authority.^ 
Luther urges accordingly that all Christians possess virtually 
the capacities which, as a matter of order, are commonly 
restricted to the clergy. Whether that restriction is properly 
dependent upon regular devolution from Apostolic authority, or 
whether the ministerial commission can be sufficiently conferred 
by appointment from the Christian community or congregation 
as a whole, becomes on this principle a secondary point. 
Luther pronounced with the utmost decision in favour of the 
latter alternative ; but the essential element of his teaching is 
independent of this question. By whatever right the exercise 
of the ministry may be restricted to a particular body of men, 

* See, for instance, Bp. Cosin's Work^, Appendix, vol. i., 31, in the 
Library of Anylo-CuthoUc Thcolajy. 
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-wLftt he Asserted was that the fnnctions of the clergy ora 
simply miiiifiterial, and that they do bat exercise, on Whalf 
kilt powers which -all virtaftUy ^xMseBB. Thia principle Luther 
proceeded to assert in the first of the Treatises translated in this 
Tolame, the " Address to the Christian Nohility of the German 
Nation respecting the Reformation of the Christian Estate." 
Thia Treatise is perhaps the one which appealed most widely 
and directly to the German nation at large. Lather completed 
it at the very moment when the Bull of escommnnication 
against him was being prepared, and it contributed, perhaps 
more than anything, to paralyze the influence of that 
Bull with the maes of the people and their lay leaders. It 
appeared in Angnat, 1520, and by the 18th of that month 
more than fonr thousand copies had been already disperaed^-a 
prodigious circulation, considering the state of literature at 
that day. The reader, however, will not be surprised at this 
popularity of the Treatise when he sees with wliat astonishing 
Tigour, frankness, humour, good sense, and at the same time 
intense moral indignation, Luther denounces in it the corrup- 
tions of the Church, and the injuries inflicted by the Court of 
Bome on the German people. So tremendous an indictment, 
sustained with such intense and concentrated force, could 
Lardly be paralleled in literature. The truth of the charges 
alleged in it could be amply sustained by reference to 
Erasmus's works alone, particularly to the Eneomiuvt Mm-iw ; 
but Erasmus lacked alike the moral energy necessary to rouse . 
the action of the laity, and the spiritual insight necessary to 
jaatify that action. Luther possessed both; and it was the 
combination of the two which rendered him so mighty a force. 
It is thia perhaps which essentially distinguishes him from 
previous reformers. They attacked particular errors and 
abases, and deserve unbounded honour for the protests they 
raised, andWycliff in particular merits the homage of English- 
men as one of the chief motive powers in the first reforming 
moTemeut. Bnt they did not assert, at least with sufficient 
cleanieBS, the central principle without which all reform was | 
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impracticable — that of the equal rights of lait; 
of the soul's independence of all human power, by virtue of the 
, truth of Justification iiy Faith. Luther's doctrine of Christian 
I liberty was the emancipation alike of individuals and of the 
laity at large. It vindicated for the whole lay estate, and for ail 
rantc9 and couditiona of lay life, a spiritual dignity, and a place in 
the spiritual life of tho Church. It restored a sense of indepen- 
dent responsibility to all natural authorities ; and it reasserted 
the sacrednesa of all natural relations. Practically, even if not 
theoretically, the Eioraaa system* had disparaged the ordinary 
relations of life as compared with the so-called " religious" or 
ecclesiastical. Luther, by placing all men and women on the 
same spiritual standing ground, swept away any such privileges; 
and gavemen as clear a conscience, and as great a sense of spirttool 
dignity, in the ordinary duties of marriage, of fatherhood, 
in the common offices of life, as in any ecclesiastical order. 

The "Address to the Nobility of the German Nation 
exhibits these principles, and their application to the practical 
problems of the day, in the most vigorous and popular form ; 
and if some expressions appear too sweeping and violent, dua 
allowance must be made for the necessity which Luther must 
have felt of appealing with the utmost breadth and force to 
the popular mind. But it remains to consider a further aspect 
of these principles which is illustrated by tho third Treatise 
translated in this volume — that on the "Babylonish Captivity 
of the Church." Luther, as has been seen, was appealing to 
laity and clergy alike, on the ground of their spiritual freedom, 
to abolish the abuses of the Eoman Church. But it became at 
ones a momentous question by what principles the exercise of 
that liberty was to be guidc-d, and within what limits it was to 
be exerted. In a very short time fanatics sprung up, who 
claimed to exercise such liberty without any restrictions at all, 
and who refused to recognize any standard bat that of their 
own supposed inspiration. But the service which Luther 
rendered in repelling such abuses of his great doctrine was 
only second to that of eataUishing tho doctrine itself. The 
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rale of faith and practice on which ho insisted was indeed 
Decessarily involved in his primary principle. Faith, as has 
been seen, was with him no abstract quality, bnt waa simply a 
response to the word and promise of God. That word, accord- 
ingly, in its TariouB fijrms, was in Luther's mind the sole 
creative power of the Christian life. In the form of a simple 
promise, it is the basis of jnstification and of onr whole 
spiritual existence ; and similarly in its more general form, oh 
recorded in the Holy Seriptnres, it contains all truths, alike of 
belief and of practice, which are essential to salvation here anij^ 
hereafter. The word of God, in whatever form, whether a '^ 
simple promise, or a promise embodied in a Sacrament, or a 
series of revelations made by God's Spirit to the sonl of man, as 
recorded in tbeBiblc, is the grand reality which, in Luther's view, 
dwarfed all other realities on earth. It must needs do so, if it 
be a reality at all ; but no one has ever grasped this truth with 
Bnch intense insight as Luther. Consequently, i n hia vieW i the 
Anabaptist, who held himself emancipated from the authority 
of God's word on the one side, was as grievously in error as the 
Romanist on the other, who superseded its authority by that of 
the Chnrch ; and in applying his great principle and working out 
the Beformation, Luther's task consisted in upholding the due 
authority of the Scriptures against the extremes on both sides. 
Now in the Treatise on the Babylonish Captivity of the 
Chnrch he applies this rule, in connection with his main 
principle, to the elaborate sacramental system of the Chnrch 
of Bome. Of the seven sacraments recognised by that church, 
he recognizes, strictly speaking, only two, Baptism and the 
Lord's Supper ; and the connection of this conclusion with the 
central truth he was asserting is a point of deep interest. 
Here, too, the one consideration which overpowers every other 
iu his view is the supreme import of a promise or word of God, 
But there are two institutions under the Gospel which aid j 
distinguished from all others by a visible sign, instituted I 
Christ Himself, as a pledge of the Divine promise. A sign I 
instituted, and with snob a purpose, constituted a pecul 
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precious form of those Divine promises wliicli are tlie life of the 
soul ; and for the same reason that the Divine yfori and the 
Divine promise are supreme in all other instances, so must 
these be supreme and unique among ceremonies. The distinc- 
tion, by i^hich the two Sarcaments acknowledged by the Be* 
formed Churches are separated from the remaining five of the 
Boman Church, is thus no question of names but of things. It 
was a question whether a ceremony instituted by Christ's 0¥ m. 
command, and embodying His own promise in a visible pledge, 
could Tot a moment be put on the same level with ceremonies, 
however edifying, which had been establisheds olely by j he 
authority or custo m of the Churc h. It was of the essence of 
Luther's teaching to assert a paramount distinction between 
these classes of ceremonies and to elevate the two Divine 
pledges of forgiveness and spiritual life to a height im- 
measurably superior to all other institutions. He hesitates, 
indeed, whether to allow an exception in favour of Absolution, 
as conveying undoubtedly a direct promise from Christ ; but he 
finally decides against it, on the ground that it is without any 
visible and divinely appointed sign, and is after all only an 
application of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

If, moreover, the force of his argument on this subject is to 
be apprehended, due attention must be paid to the efficacy 
which he thus attributes to the two Sacraments. The cardinal 
point on which he insists in respect to them is that they are 
direct pledges from God, through Christ, and thus contain the 
whole virtue of the most solemn Divine promises. They are, 
as it were, the sign and seal of those promises. They are 
messages from God, not mere acts of devotion on the part of 
man. In Baptism the point of importance is not that men 
dedicate themselves or their children to Him, but that He, 
through His minister, gives them a promise and a pledge of 
His forgiveness, and of His Fatherly good will. Similarly in 
the Holy Communion the most important point is not the 
ofiering made on the part of man, but the promise and 
assurance of communion with the Body and Blood of Christ, 
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made on the part of Qt)d. It is this which constitutes the 
radical distinction between the Lutheran and the so-called 
Zwinglian view of the Sacraments. Under the latter view 
they are ceremonies which embody and arouse due feelings on 
the part of men. On the former principle, they are ceremonies 
which embody direct messages and promises from God. 

It may be worth while to observe in passing the position 
which Luther assumes towards the doctrine of Transubstan- 
tiation. What he is concerned to maintain is that there is a 
Beal Presence in the Sacrament. All he is concerned to deny 
is that Transubstantiation is the necessary explanation of that 
Presence. In other words, it is not necessary to believe in 
Transubstantiation in order to believe in the Beal Presence. 
There seems a clear distinction between this view and the 
formal doctrine of Gonsubstantiation as afterwards elaborated 
by Lutheran divines ; and Luther's caution, at least in this 
Treatise, in dealing with so difficult a point, is eminently 
characteristic of the real moderation with which he formed his 
views, as distinguished from the energy with which he asserted 
them. Another interesting point in this Treatise is the 
urgency with which he protests against the artificial restraints 
upon the freedom of marriage which had been imposed by the 
Boman See. It would have been too much to expect that in 
applying, single-handed, to so difficult a subject as marriage, 
the rule of rejecting every restriction not expressly declared 
in the Scriptures, Luther should have avoided mistakes. 
But they are at least insignificant in comparison with the 
value of the principle he asserted, that all questions of the 
marriage relation should be subjected to the authority of 
Holy Scripture alone. That principle provided, by its inherent 
force, a remedy for any errors in particulars which Luther or any 
individual divine might commit. The Bom an principle , on the 
contrar y, admitted of the most scandalous and unlim ited elasti- 
city ; and of all the charges brought by Boman controversialists 
against Luther's conduct, none is marked by such effrontery as 
their accusations on this point. While there are few dispone 
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tiong which their Chnrch is nnf. prflpftr<^f|, fnr wTiaf. I't finnai^Ara 
du e cauaes. to alloWr Lnther r finallftfi mfln'fl r*nTiafiiflT^f»flfl to the 
Divine law on the sahject. He reasserted the tme dig nity 
^SJ-j?^^g^!JY-gLJ^Q m arriage relation, an djgstahlished the 
rnleof Holy Scripture as the standard for its due control. 

Such are the main truths asserted in the Treatises translated 
in this volume, and it is but recognising an historical fact to 
designate them " First Principles of the Eeformation." From 
them, and by means of them, the whole of the subsequent move- 
ment was worked out. They were applied in dififerent countries 
in different ways ; and we are justly proud in this country of the 
wisdom and moderation exhibited by our Eeformers. But it 
ought never to be forgotten that for the assertion of the 
principles themselves, we, like the rest of Europe, are in- 
debted to the genius and the courage of Luther. All of 
those principles — Justification by Faith, Christian Liberty, 
the spiritual rights and powers of the Laity, the true character 
of the Sacraments, the supremacy of the Holy Scriptures 
as the supreme standard of belief and practice — were asserted 
by the Beformer, as the Treatises in this volume bear 
testimony, almost simultaneously, in the latter half of the 
year 1520. At the time he asserted them, the Boman Church 
was still in full power; and the year after he had to face 
the whole authority of the Papacy and of the Empire, and 
to decide whether, at the risk of a fate like that of Huss, 
he would stand by these truths. These were the truths — 
the cardiual principles of the whole subsequent Beformation, 
which he was called on to abandon at Worms ; and his 
refusal to act against his conscience at once translated 
them into vivid action and reality. It was one thing for 
Englishmen, several decades after 1520, to apply these prin- 
ciples with the wisdom and moderation of which we are 
proud. It was another thing to be the Horatius of that vital 
struggle. ThesQ grand facts speak for themselves, and need only 
to be understood in order to justify the unprecedented honours 
now being paid to the Eeformer's memory. 
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■ may Dot, hovevei', be oat of place to dwell in conclusion 
ntinl charflcteristio of the Reformer's position, 
iltluch ia in danger at tlie present day of being disregarded. Tbe 
general elfect of this teaching npon the condition of the world 
ia evident. It restored to the people at large, to rnlers and 
to ruled, to clergy and laity alike, complete independence of, 
tho existing ecclesiastical system, within the limits of thi 
roTelation contained in the Holy Scriptures. In a word, 
Lntlier's own phrase, it established Christian Liberty. Bnt 
the qualification is emphatic, and it would be wholly to mis- 
Qnderstand Lnther if it were disregarded. Attempts are made 
at the present day to represent him as a pioneer of absolute 
liberty, and to treat it as a mere accident of his teaching and 
his system that ho stopped short where he did. But on 
contrarj', the limitation is of the very essence of his teaching, 
because that teaching is based on the snpremacy and 
ciency of tbe Divine word and the Divine promise. . If there 
were no such word and promise, uo siicl) Piviso ceTtilaii«i 
anil iiu llViDg Uod to bring it homo to men's hearts,. 
enfofL'B filH (5\vn laws, Eutber felt that his protest agaii 
existing authority, usurped and tyrannical as it might 
would have been perilous tn the extreme. But when i 
abrank from tbe boldness of his proclamation, and nrged that 
he was overthrowing the foundations of Society, his reply was 
that he was recalling them to the true fonndations of Society, 
and that God, if they would have faith in Him, would protect 
Ilis own word and wilL The very essence of his teaching ia 
summed np in tbe lines of his great Psalm : 

" Das Worl. aie Bdllcn InaseD slnbn, 
UnJ keiu Daok dazu habcn, 
Er ist boi luin wohl auf dem Plan 
Mit leinem Geiflt und Gnbeo." 

Luther believed that God had laid down tbe laws which were] 
essential to the due guidance of human nature, that he ba( 
prescribed sufficiently the limits within which that natnr| 
might range, and had indicated the tree.s of which it coo] 
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not safely eat. To erect any rules beyond these as of 
general obligation, to restrict the free play of nature 
by any other limitations, he treated as an unjast violation 
of liberty, which would provoke a dangerous reaction. But 
let men be brought fsLce to face with God, and with His reason- 
able and merciful laws, let them be taught that He is their 
Father, that all His restrictions are for their benefit, all 
His punishments for their reformation, all His restraints on 
liberty for their ultimate good, and you have then established 
an authority which cannot be shaken, and under which human 
nature may be safely left to develop. In this faith, but in this 
alone, he let loose men's natural instincts, he taught men that 
married life, and lay life, and all lawful occupations, were 
holy and divine, provided they were carried on in £uth and in 
obedience to God's will. The result was a burst of new life 
wherever the Beformation was adopted, alike in national 
energies, in lite ratur e, in all social developments, and in 
natural science. But while we prize and celebrate the liberty 
thus won, iet us beware of forgetting, or allowing others to 
forget, that it is essentially a Christian Liberty, and that no 
other Liberty is really free. Luther's whole work, and his 
whole power, lay in his recognition of our personal relation to 
God, and of a direct revelation, promise, and command, given to 
us by God. Any influences, under whatever colour, which tend 
to obscure the reality of that revelation, which would substitute 
for it any mere natural laws or forces, are undoing Luther's 
work, and contradicting his most essential principles. If he 
was a great Beformer, it was because he was a great divine ; 
if he was a friend of the people, it was because he was the 
friend of God. 
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THE POLITICAL COURSE OF THE REFORMATION, 



I. 

There is hardly any instance on record in the annals of history 
of a single peaceful event having exercised snch a lasting and 
baneful influence on the destinies of a nation, as the coronation 
of Charles the Great at Borne towards the close of the eighth 
century. By placing the Imperial crown on the head of the 
then most powerful ruler in Christendom, Pope Leo HI. sym- 
bolically established a spiritual supremacy over the whole 
Christian world, but more especially over Germany proper. 
It is true it was alleged that the new Caesar was to be con- 
sidered the secular head of the Christian world by the side of 
the spiritual head, but as it was the latter who crowned the 
former^ it was evident that the sovereign pontiff arrogated to 
himself superior authority over the sovereign monarch. 

Another disadvantage which resulted from that coronation 
was the peculiar nature of the newly created dignity, which 
became manifest by the designation, applied to Germany, of 
the " Holy Roman Empire of the German nation." This self- 
contradictory title was intended to convey the notion that the 
German Emperors were —through transmission from the Greeks 
— the heirs and successors of the Boman Cassars. They were 
not to be German sovereigns of the Germ>an monarchy, but 
Bom^ih Emperors of the German Empire} 

It is true the ancient German institution of royalty was not 
actually abolished, but it was so much eclipsed by the more 
pompous, though recent dignity, that in the course of time its 

* Cp. pp. 82-85, in this volume. 
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former existence was almost entirely forgotten, or at least looked 
upon with contempt ; so much so, that a German sovereign of 
the fourteenth century — Henry VII. — considered it an insult 
to be addressed as " King of Germany," instead of as " King 
of the Komkns." Even the German Electoral Princes claimed 
to exercise the function of "Koman Senators." The foreign 
stamp thus imprinted upon Germany at the time when she 
had only just begun to emerge from a state of barbarism had, 
therefore, a most pernicious influence on the Germans, divert- 
ing as it did the free development of their national character 
from its natural course. Thus it may be truly said, that on 
Christmas Eve of the year 799, Germany was conquered a 
J second time, if not by the Romans, still by Home. 

It was not long before the conflict between the two principal 
elements in the government of the world — the secular and 
the clerical — broke out in the two-headed Empire. This 
antagonism became manifest even under Charles the Great 
himself, in spite of the splendour of his reign, and the firm- 
ness and circumspection of his government. The encroach- 
ments of the clergy soon showed in what sense they under- 
stood the division of power. It was the practical application 
of the old fable about the lion's share. Everything was to 
be done for the clergy, but without it nothing. This ambitious 
aim revealed itself more openly and eflfectively under the 
descendants of Charles the Great, the internal dissensions of 
whose reigns greatly facilitated the victory of the clerical order 
in their interference in secular matters. 

Under the powerful rule of Henry I. (919-936), surnamed 
**The Fowler," or more appropriately "the founder of the 
German Empire,'' and also under the still more splendid reign 
of his son, Otho the Great (936-973), nay, even under the first 
Frankish Emperors (1024-1056), the authority of the Eoman 
hierarchy was considerably diminished, while on the other 
hand the influence of the German clergy at home had greatly 
increased; which circumstance was a powerful factor in the 
conflict between the iron Pope Gregory VII. and the impetuous 
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and vacillating Emperor Henry IV. (1056-1106), and bronght 
about in conjunction with the high-handed dealings of the self- 
dnbbed " Boman Senators " of Germany, the degradation of the 
German Empire. The Papacy was now in the zenith of its \ 
power and glory, so that Gregory VII. could boastingly 
compare the Pope to the sun, and the Emperor to the moon ; 
and although Henry lY. ultimately succeeded in taking 
revenge for his humiliation at Canossa, he never could wipe 
out its shame, and what is more, he was unable to suppress or 
eradicate the ideas represented by his defeated enemy, which had 
taken a firm hold on the minds of men. People believed in the 
supremacy of the Pope, even when he was driven from his seat 
of government ; for his realm was of a spiritual kind and he 
had his invisible throne, as it were, in the hearts of Christian 
believers. An erring Pope was still the visible representative 
of the Church. The priests for the most part remained faith- 
ful to him under all circumstances. Such, however, was not 
the case with the Emperors and the Princes. In the first 
instance the former had no absolute power ; secondly, they were 
elected by men, who considered themselves their equals, and 
lastly from the moment they lost their throne— no matter 
what the reasons were — they ceased to have a claim on the 
obedience of the people. The priests wished for a powerful 
Pope, because he was the natural guardian of their interests, 
whilst the German Princes objected to a powerful Emperor, 
because they trembled for their own independence and local 
authority. 

If the German Emperors had not been constantly chasing 
the phantom of royal dignity in Italy, in order to be — 
plausibly at least — entitled to the vain-glorious designation of 
" Boman Kings," they might have directed their whole energy 
to the consolidation of their power at home, and have held their 
0¥m against Popes and Prince-Electors. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, they were constantly attracted by the delusive brilliancy of 
possessions in Italy, as if by an ignis fatuxis ; thus leading cm 
the best forces of Germany to moral and physical rain, an 



xlii THE POLITICAL COURSE 

leaving their native country an easy prey to scheming priests 
and ambitious nobles. The result was that, towards the end 
of the eleventh century, the Emperor of Germany had neither 
any influence on the priests, who now depended entirely upon 
Borne, nor any power over the nobles, whose fiefis had become 
hereditary; nor did he possess any considerable domains, or 
actual revenue in his Imperial capacity. He had nothing 
but the high-sounding titles of successor of the Gcesars and of 
ruler of the whole Christian world. 

As a matter of course under these circumstances all progress 
of national life and culture was impeded. It did not spring 
spontaneously from within, nor did it receive any impulse 
from without. The Germans did not benefit intellectually in 
any way by their contact with the Italians. The conquered 
have often times become the teachers of their conquerors ; but 
only when the latter settled in the vanquished country and 
made it their home. The German hordes, however, who crossed 
the Alps at the behests of their sovereigns, and urged on by the 
desire for adventure, warfare, and rapine, never permanently 
settled, as a body, in the flowery plains and flourishing towns 
of Italy. Numbers of those who survived the sanguinary 
battles fought in Italy, perished in the unused climate; the 
others returned home, frequently enriched by plunder and 
generally tainted by depraved morals. Thus the Germans did 
not even derive that small advantage from their connection 
with the Italians — who at that time did not themselves possess 
any literature or culture in the highest sense of the word 
— which a permanent settlement in Italy would have conferred 
on them. 

The intellectual life of the Germans did not begin to flourish 
before the times of the Hohenstaufen (1138-1254). Un- 
fortunately both Frederick I. (Barbarossa) and Frederick 11. 
were almost constantly engaged in warfare with the Popes 
and the Italians, and both monarchs, especially the latter, 
utterly neglected the internal afiairs of Germany, which country 
became a prey of the sanguinary contest between Guelphs and 
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GhibeUinee. The result was that Conrad IV., the last king 
from the Hohenstaufen dynasty in Germany, mled withont 
even a ehadow of royal authority, and on his death, in 1254, 
the diasolation of the old German Empire may he said to hare 



Daring the lawless times of the Interrer/nuni (I25i~-12'i3) the 
power of the German Princes consolidated itself more and more 
amidst the general anarchy. Order was restored, however, by 
Budolf Yon Hapshurg (1273-1291), who concerned himself with 
the affairs of the country only. He had a right notion of what 
ft King of Germany should he, and emancipated her— though 
temporarily only — from the fatal connection as an Empire with 
Borne. More than haU'a century later the Electoral Princes went 
a Btep further in this direction, by the formation of the Kur- 
verein (1338) or " Election Union," of Khens, when the principle 
was adopted that the election of German Kings depended npon 
the Electoral Princes alone, and that the Pope had no voice { 
whatever in the matter. This patriotic proceeding received^ 
however, a connter-check in the unworthy dealings of the 
mercenary Charles PV. (1347-1378), who repaired to Bome to 
receive there the crown from the Pope. He little thought that 
by resniuing the connection with Bome ho conjured up the 
greatest danger for his own son and successor, Wcncealaas, who 
was deposed through the conspiracy of Boniface IX. with 
the priests, and his influence over the Electoral Princes. 

In the course of time a new power— the third Estate — arose 
in Germany ; namely, the Middle Classes as represented by the 
thriving cities of the Empire. The burghers generally sided 
with the Emperors, to whom they looked up as their natural pro- 
tectors against the exactions of priests and nobles. But being 
imbued with a true mercantile spirit, they did not give away 
their good will for nothing ; they asked for sundry privileges us 
compensating equivalents. The Emperors had, therefore, now to 
contend against three powerful elements, the clergy, the nobles, 
and the burghers. The first were, through their chief repre- 
sentatives — as we have seen^at all times the moat dangerous 
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antagonists to Imperial authority, and generally achieved the 
victory in their contests with it. It was only during the time in 
which the Papacy had transferred its seat of government to 
Avignon, that the Bomish hierarchy received a check, chiefly in 
consequence of the depravity of the Papal Court and its surround- 
ings. With the return of the Popes to Bome hy the Decree of 
the Council of Constance (1411-1418), the Papacy recovered its 
former ground ; but this recovery of the lost authority was ex- 
ternal only, for with the cruel execution of John Huss — which 
no sensible Koman Catholic ever thought of justifying — the 
Papacy received a most fatal blow. That scandalous crime could 
not have been committed at a more unpropitious time both for the 
Boman hierarchy and the dignity of the Councils, which latter 
pretended, at times at least, to have received their mandate 
immediately from Christ, as the sovereign representatives of the 
universal Boman Catholic Church. The reforms in the Church, 
advocated by the celebrated French theologians Cardinal Peter 
d'Ailly and Chancellor John Gerson, had already met with the 
approval of numerous thinking men, and the doctrines of Wycliffe 
had also found, through the teaching of John Huss and his 
disciples, a sympathetic echo in the hearts of a large portion of 
the Christian community. Had the Council of Constance shown 
itself, not magnanimous, but merely just, towards the Bohemian 
Beformer, the ascendancy of the Councils, in general, over 
the Popes, would probably have been for ever established; 
whilst as it was, the next great Council — at Basle (1431- 
1449) — had to give way to the Pope, and the Boman hie- 
rarchy was once more re-established in its former strength 
and power. 

The results of the Councils of Constance and Basle were, 
however, particularly disastrous to Germany. The former 
brought about the terrible wars of the Hussites, while the 
latter was the indirect cause of placing the Imperial power in 
the hands of Frederick III. (1440-1493), who was a staunch 
adherent of the Pope and delivered over to him the few rights 
and privileges which wore still loft to the German Empire. The 
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Imperial dignity existed now in name only ; for Frederick, who, 
as Heeren says, " had slumbered away more than half a century 
on the throne," cared so little for Germany proper, that he 
remained absent from it for the space of full twenty-seven years. 
No wonder then that whilst the Imperial authority sank to the 
lowest level, the Papal supremacy rose higher than ever, and the 
Emperor became nothing more than the satellite of the Pope. 
Under these circumstances the German Princes began to raise 
the voice of opposition against their sluggish head ; but as he 
was supported by the influential and subtle Pius II., all their 
efforts to make a stand against the encroachments of the Church 
were in vain. 

A new order of things arose, however, when Maximilian, the 
son of Frederick HI., was elected " Boman King " in 1486 by the 
Electoral Princes. The young King acquiesced in the consti- 
tutional demands of the Estates for concessions in return for 
various grants. Feuds were abolished for ever, an independent 
Chamber of Justice , Kammergericht, was established, and 
Germany received a new Imperial constitution. Nevertheless 
there were almost constant conflicts between the adventurous 
Maximilian and the Imperial Estates, so that the national 
unity, earnestly aimed at by both parties, could not be effected, 
in consequence of the absence of any connecting link between 
them. The only step which Maximilian took for the partial 
emancipation of Germany was his assumption of the title of 
" elected King of Bome " without being crowned by the Pope, 
and what is more, he also adopted the ancient title of King of 
Oermany. This designation was, however, not intended to 
convey at the same time the notion of a severance from Kome 
in spiritual matters. This was now soon to be accomplished, 
but not by one bearing the imaginary crown of the Caesars, nor 
by the decrees of a stately assembly. It was destined for one 
lowly bom to break the fatal bondage in which Germany had 
been for centuries kept in durance vile by Bome. 
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n. 

One of the few blessings which Grermany derived in former 
times from her otherwise deplorable decentralization, was the 
establishment, throughout the country, of* educational and 
other beneficial institutions, which even found their way into 
the most obscure nooks and comers, where under other political 
conditions no Government would have thought of founding 
any establishment of the kind. This is the reason why culture 
and learning — but more especially the latter — spread more 
generally in Germany than in other countries. What great 
centralized Government would ever have chosen the insigni- 
ficant place of Wittenberg, which resembled more a village 
than a town, as the seat of an University ? And this, too, by 
the side of the Universities of Leipzig and Erfurt which 
already enjoyed a high reputation and were well endowed? 
Yet this was done by the Prince Elector of Saxony, Frederick, 
surnamed the Wise. He had himself received a learned educa- 
tion, and it was his legitimate ambition to see his petty 
electoral principality adorned by a High School. The Elector 
himself was, as is well known, very poor. The only means at 
his disposal for such a learned foundation were the proceeds 
from the sale of Indulgences in his Electorate, which had been 
collected in 1501 for the purpose of a war against the Turks. 
Those moneys were deposited with him, and he refused to 
give them up to the Pope even at the intercession of the 
Emperor, unless they were employed for the purpose for 
which they had been collected. The war against the Turks 
was not undertaken at the time, and so Frederick employed 
the money for the endowment of the new University. It was 
also a significant fact, that Wittenberg was the first German 
University which did not receive its " Charter '* from the Pope, 
but from the then Emperor of Germany — Maximilian I. The 
Prince Elector hit further upon the expedient of connecting 
several clerical benefices with some of the professorial chairs, 
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and he hoped, moreover, that the members of the Augtistine 
Order, settled at Wittenberg, would fnmish some teachers for the 
learned institution, which was established by him in 1502. The 
connection of the new University with that Order was in many 
respects an intimate one. It was specially dedicated to St. 
Augustine ; and Staupitz, the vicar of that Order at Erfurt, 
was the first Dean of the Theological Faculty. Through his 
influence it was that several Augustine monks received a 
call to the University, and among those who responded was 
the monk Mabtin Lutheb. 

The early history of the poor miner's son may, in fact, 
serve as an illustration of the wholesome spread of education 
throughout Germany. Poor as his parents were, he had 
received a learned education, and became, in consequence of the 
religious turn of his mind, a monk. It was then in his double 
capacity of scholar and priest that he became connected with the 
University of Wittenberg (1508), and composed, and sent forth 
into the world, his famous 95 Theses,^ against the wholesale 
disposal of Indulgences (31st Oct., 1517). Luther issued his 
challenge to the theological world from religious motives only, 
and it so happened that it fully coincided with the political 
views of the Elector ; but, to the credit of both Prince and 
monk, it should be remembered that there was no mutual 
understanding between them. They had never seen each 
other before the publication of the 95 Theses ; nor did they 
correspond on the subject, although they were of one accord 
about it. Frederick always viewed it with disfavour, and 
begrudged that such large amounts of money should be sent 
to Bome under the cloak of Indulgences, and we have seen 
how he had employed the proceeds resulting from their former 
sale. Now, however, he must have objected still more to the 
attempt to drain his poor country, because the object of the 
sale was not a holy war — if ever a war can be so called — but 
the aUeged erection of St. Peter's Church. If such was really 
the case, it might be truly said that Leo X. undermined the 

* Cp. pp. 1-12 in this volume. 
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Chair of St. Peter for the sake of the Chnrch of St. Peter. 
But people were incredulous. It was whispered, that the 
Pope required the money for the benefit of his family. 
Another disagreeable element in the whole transaction was 
the then commonly known fact, that the Ajrchbishop of 
Mentz had actually "farmed" the sale of the Indulgences 
in his own episcopal territory on condition that one half of 
the proceeds should fall to his share. He had promised to 
bear the expenses of obtaining the Pall himself, and having 
borrowed a considerable amount of money from the celebrated 
house of Fugger, he allowed their agents to travel about in 
company with the notorious Tetzel, as commercial controllers, 
and to take possession of half of the proceeds as they came in. 
Through this and other circumstances the affair assumed the 
ugly aspect of a very worldly and mercenary transaction, 
carried on in the meanest spirit. There was, besides, a tension 
between Frederick and the Prince Elector of Mentz ; it was, 
therefore, natural that the step which Luther had taken should 
meet with his tacit approval. More than this Luther did not 
expect, for he well knew the lethargic character of Frederick ; 
but under the circumstances that was quite sufficient, for the 
latter granted him shelter and protection, in spite of the 
urgent entreaties of zealots to deliver up the bold Augustinian 
monk at once to Eome. 

The defence of the 95 Theses, which Luther transmitted 
to the Pope, was of no avail; for Leo X., urged by the 
fanatical Dominican Prierias — so notorious from the Beuchlin 
trial — cited the Wittenberg monk before an inquisitorial 
tribunal at Kome. Now for the first time it was seen how 
fortunate it was for Luther and the cause he defended, that he 
had found a prudent and humane protector in the Prince who 
exercised sovereign power in his own limited territory. To 
repair to Kome under the accusation of heresy would have been 
like plunging with open eyes into an abyss. Confiding and 
courageous as Luther was, he saw this himself very clearly, 
and it was at his request that the Saxon Court preacher, 
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Spulattn, who was one of his most constant and zealous frienda; 
petsaaded the Emperor Maximilian as well as tho Prinol 
Elector — hoth of whom were at that time (1518) at the Did 
of Augsburg — that the accused monk should he arraigned 
before a German tribunal. Frederick readily acquiesced^ 
tUthongh, as he repeatedly declared, he did not fully share th« 
views of Luther; and the Emperor also consented, partly 
because he required the moral support of the Prince Electoral 
the approaching election of a sacoossor in the Imperial dignity,, 
and partly because he hoped one day to make use of tha 
emlightened monk, in his endeavour to bring about the mach- 
needod reforms in the Church. In this sense it undoubtedly 
woe, that he said to Frederick's councillor, Pfeffinger : " Luther 
is sure to begin a game with the priests. The Prince Ktector. 
should take good care of the monk, as he might one day be of 
use." It seems, therefore, that both friends and foes recog-- 
nised (at an early stage) the great capacity which still lay 
hidden in the insignificant-looking monk. The Papal Nuncio, , 
Cajetan, discovered at once, in his interview with him at 
Augsburg (1518), that he had to do with a superior powor, 
when he heard the conclusive and thoughtful arguments of tha 
Angustinian monk, and saw the divine fire of genius flashing 
from his eyes; and his friends already considered him of 
importance sufficient to induce them to bring about his sudden 
escape at night-time. 

Urged by the wrathful Papal Legate not to disgrace the 
honour of his Electoral house by giving shelter to a heretic 
friar, Frederick, encouraged by his own University, drily replied 
that as no scholar, either in his own or in foreign lands, h 
yet refuted the theories of Luther, he would continue to give 
him shelter until that was done. This was no subterfuge on 
the part of Frederick . It was the key-note of his conduct, from 
the beginning of the Reformation to the end of his own life, to i 
have the teachings of Luther properly tested by a learne^ 
discussion. The Pope, being desirous of securing t 
co-uperation at the impending Imperial election, hi 
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Ipnrnod wWm, nnd tried to win him over by uiictuons kindlinosa. 
Frederick was still a staunch RomaQ Catholic. He possessed a 
regular treasure of reliques— partly brought home from tbo 
Holy Land — which were displayed for the Bpiritnal benefit of 
t)ie Jevont on certain occasions, and it was known that he was 
yeartUDR for the acquisition of the Oohhn Rose. Leo X, 
bestowed, therefore, on him that mark of apostolic favour, and 
dispatched to him as his Nnncio the Elector's own agent at 
Bome, Carl von Miltitz, a native of Saxony. 

What the imperious haughtiness of the pompous Papal 
Legate was unable to achieve was, partly at least, effected by 
the shrewd Imihomie of Miltitz, He imploringly appealed to 
Luther's German good-natnre, not to create any scandal in the 
Church, and after having agteed that the controversy should 
be submitted for investigation to the Archbishops of Wurzbnrg 
and Treves, ho obtained the promise of Lather to observe 
perfect silence on religious matters, provided his enemies leoidd 
do the same, and to write an apologetic letter to the Pope. It 
is well known bow badly the antagonists of Luther kept faith 
with him, and that he was obliged, in consequence, to break 
his conditionally promised silence, and to take part in the 
great public Disputation at Leipzig, in 151!). He now bad to 
vindicate against Dr. Eck, his most bitter opponent, not only 
his own honour, but also that of his University, and this cir- 
cumstance formed the subject of his justification before the 
Prince Elector, to whoso personal esteem he attached the 
highest value. When, however, that Disputation ended, as is 
the case with most learned discussions, in something like a 
drawn battle, Luther was driven to a declaration virtually 
involving his secession from Home. 



in. 

About the time when the celebrated Disputation was going 
OE at Leipzig, in which two peasants' sons — for Dr. Ecfc was, 
like Martin Luther, the son of a peasant — took the most 



OP THE llEFOIiMATlON 



ninent part, another momentoaa gathoring took placo at 

kfort-OQ-the-Main. |JMii>Jpipprnr MnTimiliAn lintl flipd f|tj 



1 2th January. 1519. withont boing al>le to Becnro the sncces' 
sion in the royal dignity to his grandson Charles, Arcbdnke 
of Anstria and King of Spain and Naples. More than &re 
uionlhs elapsed before the Electoral Princes assemhlod for the 
deution of a new Emperor, and during that intorval the 
"Vicariate of the Empire," as it was styled, was put into the 
butda of Lewis V. of the Palatinate, and of Frederick the Wise, in 
accordance with a provision of the " Golden Bull," which placed 
tlie Begency of the Empire, during a vacancy, in the hands of 
the mlcrs of those Electorates for the time boing. The 
carofitauce that the seat of the Imperial Government was at 
Wittenberg during the present short ItUerreffnum bestowed 
not 8 little Inatre both on Frederick and his University j but 
the work of the incipient Befurmation was not particularly 
promoted by it, becanso it coincide! with the truce which Luther 
fsithfnlly kept until it was faithlessly broken by his antagonists. 
There Vero three aspirants to the Imperial throne of 
Germany. First and foremost Maximilian's grandson Charles, 
Archduke of Austria ; secondly, Francis I., King of France, and 
thirdly, Henry VIII. of England, The last-named monarch 
did not, however, seriously press his candidature. It was only 
when he saw the two other sovereigns contending for the prize 
that he deemed the moment favourable for securing it to 
himself. When he received, however, the practical hint that the 
barren honour would not be worth the trouble and the neeessary 
expenditure, and when, moreover, it was taken into account, 
that since the introduction of Christianity into England this 
country did in no way belong to the " Holy Roman Empire," 
he prudently retired from all competition. Not so the am- 
bitions Francis I., who spared neither promises nor bribes to 
secure his election, and obtained a party among the Electori 
Princes. 

If it should be asked, how it was actually possihle 
foreign kings ever thought of aspiring to a throne to wl 
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they had not eyen the shadow of a chum, the reason must be 
found in the aboye-mentioned circumstance, that the Imperial 
dignity of Grermany was not a national institution, and that 
any Christian^prince might think himself justified in aspiring to 
the crown of the ''Holy Soman Empire/' accidentally bestowed 
upon the "German nation." Were they not aware that in 
the thirteenth century two ecclesiastical Electoral Princes 
raised to the German throne, Bichard of Cornwall and King 
Alfonso of Castile, respectiyely, in consideration of great 
bribes ? And had not the French King sufficient wealth to 
buy the yotes of both the secular and ecclesiastic Electoral 
Princes ? He had, moreoyer, the precedent before him, that 
Philip YI. of Valois had, about a century before, endea- 
youred to transfer the dignity of the "Holy Boman Empire" 
from the Germans to the " Franks," to whom it originally 
boloui^rod. 

lV>th the French and Austrians layishly distributed money 
in all directions. Frederick the Wise alone kept his hands 
pure, and he strictly prohibited eyen his officials and seryants 
from accepting any presents. For a moment the Princes had 
turuod thoir oyos to Frederick himself. But he had no confi- 
douoo in his capability to sustain worthily and efficiently the 
fnuotivnis iuoumbont upon the Imperial dignity. The Empire, 
as snob, invostod him with no material power and resources, 
and his own dynastic power was insignificant How should he 
W ablo to hold his own against the ambitious and frequently 
t urbulout Priuooj* ? Why. oyen under the " Imperial Vicariate," 
tho poaoo of tho land was bn^kon. Ho, therefore, declined the 
protVoriHl l\onour, and tho Prinoos, fearing lest the powerful 
Krouoh Kiuj* ^lionUl curb thoir independence, suddenly re- 
luoiulH^r^Hl that ho was a foroigu sovereign, and that in order 
to kot»p up tho nativMial frotniom of tho Empire, they should 
^i\o tho pro to ronoo to tl\o .\roluluko Charles, who was, 
|v«rt)all\ at loiist, of (lormau dosoout. Tho latter, to whom 
aU\» Fro\loriok of S<i\ony tinallv ^avo his v.^tt\ was accordingly 
oh\«Hou Kiupor\>r» and ho s^hui t\i^ \e 
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kinsliij^ which conatitntoii the sympathetic houd bctwoea a 
Bovereign and his subjects. 

The time which elapsed from the election of Charles to hia 
arrival in Germany, more especially to his presence at the 
Diet of Augsburg in 1521, waa most propitious for the spread 
of the work of Luther. It may he said that during that 
interval the Reformation assumed shape and form. Luther 
indefatigahly continoed to inculcate hia religions principles on 
the mindB of the peoplo by sermons and numerous publications, 
and he found adherents so readily everywhere among all classes 
of the German nation, that Frederick, who still hoped tho 
schism might bo prevented by learned diacnssiona, was of 
opinion, that if it should bo attempted to suppress his teachings 
by force instead of by refutation, there would arise a great 
storm in Germany. Several distinguished members of the 
lower nobility, such as the bravo Hutten and the martial 
8ickingen and many others, placed their swords at the disposal 
of Lather ; the former waa already active for him with the all- 
powerful weapon of the pen. Amidst this general commotion 
the humble Augustinian monk sent forth his powerful appeal, 
entitled : " To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation 
concerning tho Keformation of the Christian Estate." ' This 
prodnction, which is rightly considered as the manifesto of the 
Kfiformation, clearly shows that Luther not only saw tho 
clerical abuses, but also the political disadvantages under whiuh 
Germany laboured and groaned. He was nut what we shouhl 
call a politician, but, unlike so many of his learned couutry- 
nieu, he had a true patriotic instinct. The mere title of the 
appeal seems already to contain a protest against the designa- 
tion of Germany as the Holy Eoman Empire. That he ■ 
addresscjl his appeal to the " Nobility " in general is only an 
additional proof of the remarkable tact which guided him ■ 
thronghout his career. 

Some historians have blamed Luther for not having appealed', : 

to tha " People." But the reproach is wrong. The German ' 

^ (jfi. pp. 15-92 in this volaue. 
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« people in general had no power whatever in those days. It 

, only obtained in the course of time a voice in the manage- 

/ ment of public affairs through the Beformation. It was 

^Luther who proclaimed the freedom of man, or rather the 

** Christian man." The acknowledgment of political rights of 

the middle classes may, therefore, be said to date from the 

V \ Beformation only. In appealing to the German Nobility, 
Luther addressed himself to the legitimate representatives of 
Germany ; and he did so in the candid belief, that it was only 
necessary to open the eyes of those in power, in order to effect 
at once the abolition of any abuses. To address himself to the 
people, would have required his placing himself at the head of a 
revolution ; but Luther was no revolutionist. It should also be 
remembered that a large number of noblemen had offered him 
support and shelter. Political power lay mainly in the hands of 
the nobles, who alone, in conjunction with the Emperor, could 
decide on the destiny of Germany. It is, however, a significant 
fact, that he wrote his appeal, not in Latin, but in German. 
; In this way, indeed, he actually addressed himself to the 
German people. ^^^ ^ 

In the meantime Leo X. had hurled his Bull of excommunica- 
tion against Luther. When it arrived at Wittenberg both the 
University and the Government of the Prince Elector decided 
to take no notice of it, and now it again became manifest what 
a powerful support Luther had found in Frederick. On his 
return journey from the coronation of Charles V. at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, in 1520, the Papal Legates Aleander and Caraccioli 
demanded of the Elector, at Cologne, in the name of the Pope, to 
give effect to the Bull by burning the writings of Luther and 
punishing him as a heretic, or to deliver him to the Pope. 
The threat uttered on this occasion was certainly curious. In 
case the Papal Bull should not meet with ready obedience in 
Germany, the Legates menaced the country with the with- 
drawal of the title of the " Holy Boman Empire." Germany 
would forfeit that dignity in the same way as the Greeks 
had lost it after having seceded from the Pope. A more 
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fortimate bte, in troth, could not have befallen tLo Germu 
Empire than its total political sevorauco from Borne ; bnt in 
thuso days the empty glory of the baneful anion wae still highln 
Talnod, and eo the Elector asked time to consider. 

Erasmus, whom Frederick consulted, clothed his opinion on 
the religious coutroveray in the humorons reply, " that Lntlier 
had sinned in two points: ho had touched the crown of tho; 
Popo and the bellies of the monks." In hia interview with! 
8palatin he was still moro explicit, by expressing his con-^ 
viction, that the attacks against Luther arose simply froa 
hatred against the enlightenment of science and from tyraa4J 
nical presumption. He further agreed witli Luther in in^F 
sis ting on the question being examined and tried by thai 
tribunal of public discussion. We know that this opinionl 
fully coincided with the views of the Elector, and his answer^ 
to tho threatening Papal Legates ran in accordance with his 
views. Ilia additional and often-repeated asBiirauce, that he 
had never made common cause with Luther, and that he would 
greatly disapprove of it, if tho latter wrote anything adverse 
to the Pope, was of tho greatest importance. This declaration 
was more decisive than if he had acknowledged himself openly 
in favour of the lleformer ; he would then have been considered 
as a biassed partisan, whilst now he only played the part of an 
impartial patron, who wished to see hia protege judged by a 
fair trial. On hia return to Saxony, Frederick aout to Lnther 
a reaaanring measagi', and the latter continued hia work by 
teaching, writing and preaching, unmolested and without 
remission. 

In other parts of Germany the Papal Bull was proclaimed 
with varying and unequal efl'ect. Luther's works were in the 
first instance burnt at Lonvain, by command of Charles V., in his 
capacity of hereditary sovereign of the Netherlands. The samo 
fate befell them at Cologne and Mentz. It will, therefore, 
readily be acknowledged that it was the Pope and hia ovor- 
zcttlons adherents who drove Luther to the committal of p 
the boldest act ever accomplished by a single individual, : 
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especially by one in Luther's dependent position. By the 
public burning of the Papal Bull before the Elstergate of 
Wittenberg (1520), the act of secession from Borne was 
consummated. What no Emperor had dared before him, the 
humble Augustine monk accomplished courageously and de- 
liberately. Well might he do so. He acted on conviction 
with that moral courage which knows no fear, and he had the 
German people at his back to support him.^ 

IV. 

" Your majesty must go to Germany and show there some 
favour to a certain Martin Luther, who is at the Court of 
Saxony and causes anxiety to the Boman Court by his sermons." 
Such were the words which the shrewd Spanish ambassador, 
Don Juan Manuel, addressed to Charles Y. from Bome in 1520. 
They were written at a time when it was still doubtful 
whether Leo X. would side in the impending struggle in Italy 
with the King of France or with the Emperor of Germany, and 
moreover at a time when the latter had reason to be dissatisfied 
with the course the Pope had taken. Leo X. had consented, in 
compliance with a petition from the Castilian Cortes, to introduce 
some reforms in the exercise of the Inquisition. This con- 
cession was, however, entirely opposed to the views of the 
young Emperor, who was completely guided by his Dominican 
confessor. Under these circumstances it was deemed expedient 
to make use of Luther as a kind of bugbear in order to frighten 
the Pope. To people not accustomed to the tortuous windings 
of politics it seems, of course, bewildering, that a heretic should 
be favoTU'ed in one country, in order to make it possible to 
enforce the rigours of the Inquisition in another country. 
In like manner Francis I. acted. In France he persecuted and 
burnt mercilessly the opponents of the Boman Catholic Church, 

' In one of his letters to Dr. Eck^ommunicated in the Documenta 
Lutherana recently issued by the Vatican — the Papal Nuncio Aleander con- 
fesses, that the excitement in consequence of the burning of Luihor*s work 
was so great among the jicople, that he trembled for his own safety. 
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wliUst in Germany ho befriended the adherents of the Be- / 
forcaation. This mach, however, is certain, hud Lather enter-f 
tained the slightest snspicion at what price it was iuteudud 
to extend indulgence to his work, he would have been the firat 
to 8Com that indulgence. 

The advice of the diplomatic Spanish ambassador was, 
however,,iiot followed. Pope and Emperor came to an amicablo 
understanding. The former cancelled his concession to the 
Gastilian Cortes, and promised the coveted assistance against 
Francis I., in Italy, whilst the latter pledged himself to crush the 
Koformation and to issue an Edict for the execution of the 
Papal Bull against Lather. Kow it came to light how ill- 
advised was the election of Charles V. as Emperor of Germany. 
At the time when the celebrated Diet of 1521 assembled at 
Worms, the Emperor had hts whole attention directed across 
the Alps. Tiie affairs of Germany had only in so far any im- 
portance for him as they had any influence or bearing on the 
affairs of Italy, He took no note of the great objects which 
then agitated the hearts and minds of the Germans, and bad he 
been able to recognise them, they would have excited in bim no 
corresponding sympathy for them. He did not even fully under- 
stand the cultured language — as far an it existed in those days 
— of Germany, being able to speak Low German only. The 
political institutions of the country — the lingering fragments 
of the ancient German liberty — were thoroughly distasteful to 
him. He was also a bigoted Itoman Catholic at heart, and — as 
we have soen — entirely opposed to all religious reforms. It I 
must, therefore, be acknowledged, that among the many histor- '; 
ieal misfortunes which have befallen Germany — and no country 1 
perhaps has been tried by so many— the accession of Charles V. I 
to the throne of the German Empire was one of the greatest.^ J 
What might a German sovereign, with a due appreciation of i 
the political and religious aspirations of the people, not have i 
uchiovcd at that important epoch, which was the turniug-poiul I 
in the history of Germany ! 

After the Emperor had laid his Edict regardioK tho PflJH 
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Bull before the Estates^ they made him earnest representa- 
/ tionSy alleging that the people were throughout Germany so 
thoroughly impregnated by the doctrines of Luther, that any 
violent measures undertaken against him would call forth the 
greatest commotion. They submitted, therefore, to Charles 
the opinion that the Beforme'r should be summoned to Worms, 
not for the sake of any argumentative or learned disputa- 
tion, but merely for a summary interrogatory. In case he 
should recant his doctrines concerning the Christian faith, 
he might further be interrogated about the minor points in his 
writings, and whatever was advisable should be adopted. If, 
however, he persisted in his refusal to recant, the necessary 
steps would be taken against him. We see by this that the 
Estates drew a distinction in Luther's doctrines between those 
points which concerned the ecclesiastical administration only, 
and those which referred to the Christian faith proper and 
were chiefly contained in his work ' On the Babylonish Cap- 
tivity of the Church.' * 

Charles Y. consented to this proposal, by which the Estates 

may be said to have betrayed the cause of the Beformation. 

i^ Frederick was charged with the task of summoning Luther to 

.^ Worms, but he prudently declined. As he was to be summoned 

N in the name of the Emperor and the Estates, he ought to receive 

^ the citation direct from them. The stubborn character of the 

Elector being well known, the Emperor was obliged to yield 

also on this point, and in order to be consistent with official 

etiquette, Luther was addressed by Charles Y. in the citation, 

issued on March 6, 1521, as " honourable, beloved, and pious 1 " 

A safe conduct for the journey to and from Worms accompanied 

the citation. A man less endowed with moral courage than 

Luther would nevertheless have shrunk from completing the 

journey. On his way to Worms he learned that a Mandate for 

the confiscation of his writings had been issued by the Emperor, 

and the Imperial herald actually asked him, whether he still 

intended to continue his journey. The Beformer undauntedly 

^ Sco pp. 1 31) -243 iu the present volume. 
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prooaedott oii his wny, oltltongL the Imperial Mandate clearly 
showed liira that hia writiDgB had already been uncon- 
ditionally condemned, and that he was merely snnunoned to 
declare whether he would recant or not. 

Lather's appearance before the Diet of Worme ma 
considered as the first official reciJgnition of the Gorman f 
as a power ; for it was only by representing the danger which ; 
would arise from tho un conditional condemnation of the lleformer 
before being heard, that the Emperor was induced to consent to 
the step which was resented by the Papal Legate and liis party. 
The wrath of Aleander greatly increased, when the Imperial 
Estates presented to Charles V. their gravamhia respecting the 
abuses of the Ghnrch, the abolition of which they had a right 
to expect in accordance with the capitulation made at the time 
of the Emperor's election. That petition, which is generally 
regarded as a pendant to Luther's programme of tho Beforma- 
tion, aa contained in his address to the " Christian Nobility of 
the German Nation," and which hud crou obtained tho 
approval of George, Duke of Saxony (that great opponent of 
Luther), was, formally at least, " graciously " received by the 
Emperor. 

When Luther arrived at Worms both his adherents and 
antagonists were stortled. The former trembled for hia safety, 
and the latter feared the influence of his presence — his elo- 
quence and the victorious power of inner conviction. The 
Emperor's expectations of so remarkable a personage — who was 
capable of inspiring such a high degree of enthusiasm and 
aversion — must, therefore, have been very groat, and we do 
not wonder at his disappointment on seeing before him an 
iustgnificant-looking monk. He did not believe in the power J 
of the mind, and it was quite natural in the young monarch I 
that he should have looked forward to a commanding, giant- T 
like figure, with a thundering voice, somewhat like DrJ 
Eck, who derived no little benefit from these accessories, 
advantageous both on tho political and religions platft^pl 
Eveu after Luther had produced — on tho second day of f 
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appearance before the Diet — a deep impression on almost all 
his hearers, Charles V. could never be brought to believe that 
the meek Augustinian monk was the author of all the energetic 
and impetuous compositions which passed under his name. 

Luther's public refusal to recant unless convinced of his 
error tlirough the Scripture?, was the official proclamation of 
the Beformation, and well might he exclaim, on the evening of 
the 18th of April, on coming home from perhaps the most 
memorable sitting of any Diet — " Ich bin durch ! " But the 
decision of the Emperor was also taken, and on the morning of 
the 19th of April he declared to the Diet^n a French docu- 
ment written in his own hand — " that as a descendant of the 
most Christian German Emperors, and the Catholic Kings of 
Spain, he had resolved to maintain everything which had been 
adopted by his ancestors, more especially at the Council of 
Constance. . . . That he will not hear Luther again, but let 
him go back to Wittenberg in accordance with his safe conduct, 
and then he will proceed with him as a heretic^* 

The fanatic advisers of the Emperor certainly wished that he 
should not only strictly adhere to the doctrines confirmed by 
the Diet of Constance, but that he also should follow its 
example, set by the execution of Huss, with respect to Luther ; 
for the simple reason ^^ that there is no need of keeping faith 
with heretics." Charles V. had, however, not been informed 
in vain of the disposition of the people regarding the Re- 
former. He also took into account the views of the Imperial 
Estates. 

The times had evidently changed since the Council of Con- 
stance. It was no longer safe to burn a heretic after he had 
received Imperial protection ; and it may be assumed futhermore 
that the young monarch also possessed too much sense of honour 
to listen to the ruthless suggestions of his fanatical advisers. 
After some more attempts to induce Luther to retract — all of 
which, of course, proved futile — he allowed him to depart; 
but as he had uttered the threat to treat the excommunicated 
monk as a heretic, after the expiration of his safe conduct, 
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Frederick, who was not undeservedly called the Wise, con- 
sidered it expedient to bring Lnther, by means of a stratagem, 
to a place of safety. 

The sudden disappearance of Luther naturally caused great 
anxiety among his adherents ; but his opponents seemed to have 
instinctively guessed the truth. They knew very well how 
little they themselves were to be trusted, and suspected that his 
friends had secretly saved him from their clutches. Cardinal 
Eleander even went nearer the mark, and expressed his opinion, 
that the " Saxon fox " had hidden the monk. Charles V. him- 
self took no cognisance of the occurrence; nay, he even cautiously 
deferred the promulgation of the Edict against Luther, and it 
was only after Frederick the Wise, accompanied by the Palatine 
Elector, had left Worms on account of illness, that the Emperor 
summoned to his private residence the three clerical Electors, 
together with the Elector of Brandenburg, and several other 
members of the Imperial Estates, and communicated to them the 
long-expected Edict. The Lnperial ban was thus promulgated 
on May 25, without the formal sanction of the Diet. And in 
order to stamp it with the appearance of legality, it was post- 
dated to the 8th of May, when the Estates were still together 
in good numbers. But it was at th^ same time an ominous 
date ; for on that day an alliance was concluded between the 
Emperor and the Pope to the effect *' to have the same friends 
and without exception the same enemies; the same willing- 
ness and unwilUngness for defence and attack." 

Another expedient was resorted to in order to gain some 
plausibility for the illegally issued Edict. It was sophistically 
averred that, as the Diet had already decided that Luther was 
to be proceeded against, in case he should not recant, there 
was no further necessity for obtaining the additional sanction 
of that body for the publication of the Edict. By this decree 
the Papal ban was confirmed, and Luther himself was now 
outlawed as a heretic, and his books were prohibited. The 
Emperor having accomplished this step, which was one of t 
mosf momentous in the eventfal course of the Beformafc 
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now hastened to the Netherlands, and strengthened by the 
league with the Pope and Henry VIIL, soon began his great 

war against the King of France. 

V. 

It is an amiable trait in human nature, though frequently 
bordering on weakness, to endeavour to find out the good side of 
any evil. Thus it has been considered a propitious coincidence 
that the German Empire had some " claims " on certain terri- 
tories in Italy. For it was, in a great measure, in consequence 
of this fact, that the war broke out between the Emperor of 
Germany and the King of France, which necessitated the 
absence of the former from his German domains for seyeral 
years and gave the Beformation time for its consolidation 
and expansion. We will not deny the advantages which 
resulted from that political combination, but it is to a 
certain extent counterbalanced by the ill which it produced. 
Without the contingency of that war, Charles Y. would have 
had no occasion for leaguing himself with the Pope, the 
Edict of Worms would, in all probability, never have been 
iHHUod, and the pressing demand for a General Council would 
hivvo boon aooodod to. Luther would not have been obliged to 
hido hiiuHolf at the Wartburg, and the subsequent troubles at 
Witlonborg would certainly never have broken out ; and finally 
i\w llrm hand of a sovereign residing in the country would 
liiivc) Htc'mmod the torrent of the Peasants' War at the outset. 
Another drawback resulting from the absence of Charles Y. 
wfti liis utter estrangement from Germany, whose aspirations 
ho neither cared for nor understood. 

During the first few months after the departure of Charles 
from Germany the work of the Reformation went on undis- 
turbed. The Edict of Worms found, in general, no responsive 
reception there. Its efiect quite vanished before the impression 
made by Luther's manly, nay heroic, conduct in presence of the 
Diet. The rumour which had got abroad that he had been 
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captared bj an enemy of tlie Elector Frederick and percbancio 
tilled, rather promoted tlian dnmaged hie caase. It aroused 
warm sympatliy for the Reformer and increased the hatred 
agatust hia enemies, who were alleged to have resorted to 
brutal force, because they could not disprove hia argnments. 
In fact, the adoption of the Reformation was now so general, 
that Luther's antagoniBtB hardly dared to denounce them 
openly. It is well known, that the Elector of Mentz would 
not give permission to the Minorite monks to preach against 
Luther. The Edict of Worms was thus practically set at 
defiance, and in spite of its prohibition not to publish any 
tiling in favour of the Befurmatiuo, oumcrous writings in its t 
favour issued from the German printing presses. 

Whilst the seed which Luther had sown on German soil began 
to produce a magnificent harvest, and he himself was busy at 
the Wartburg, under the disguise of Junker Oeor^, with various 
religions writings, but more especially with the great work of 
his life, the translation of the Bible from the original text, some 
of his adherents began to precipitate matters at Wittenberg 
under the leadership of the impassioned Carlstadt, A time of 
general dissolution suddenly came on, in which there was a 
violent rupture with the past. Mass was abrogated, monks 
left their convents, and priests married. Holy images were 
destroyed, and nearly all the usages of the Koman Catholic 
Church were abruptly aboliahcd. Other innovations were 
introduced, and the movemont tended towards the introduction 
of 8 Christian socialism, or rather communism. If Luther had 
not been absent, the movement would never have broken out, 
and Melanchthon, who was present, was quite perplexed and 
not energetic enough to bo able to stem the surging tide of the 
Bevolution. The Prince Elector, too, looked on quite bewildered, 
and, imbued with a sense of unbounded tolerance, he fancied 
that, after all, the revolutionary " saints " might be right. 

When Luther heard of the local excesses nt Wittenberg, hti 
suddenly left his " Patmos," iu order to find out for bimsaU 
the real state of things. In travelling to and from Wittenfaoul 
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where he stayed a few days only, he had to pass the territory 
of his great opponent, the Duke of Saxony. This was at the 
beginning of December, 1521, consequently only a few months 
after the publication of the Edict of Worms, and his con- 
duct shows both his moral courage, of which he has given 
so many striking proofs, and his anxiety for the cause of the 
Keformation'. 

Soon, however, he was to give still more striking proofs of 
both. For after the " prophets of Zwickau," those deluded and 
deluding disciples of Thomas Munzer had chosen the birthplace 
of the Keformation for their field of action, more especially 
when he heard of the innovations introduced in his own 
community since his furtive visit there, he defied all danger, 
and disregarded the remonstrances of the Elector Frederick not 
to leave his place of refuge. His heart was so devoid of fear 
and he had so much confidence in the righteousness of hifi 
cause, that he actually declared to the Prince Elector that he 
might give to the latter greater protection than he could 
receive from him. He apologised nevertheless for his dis- 
obedience to Frederick, and a few days after his arrival at 
Wittenberg at the beginning of March, 1522, he began the 
series of sermons by which he soon allayed the stori]a and 
extended both his influence and reputation. 

Several of the religious innovations introduced during the 
absence of Luther were quite in accordance with his views, 
but he chiefly objected to the violent manner in which the 
established usages were thrown over. Thus he approved the 
abolition of the Mass, but considered that it ought not to have 
been done in a way which was vexatious to another portion of 
the Christian community. The secular authorities should have 
been consulted and everything done in a legal manner. Luther 
was, besides, tolerant in the highest degree. He did not wish 
to force others to adopt his theories; he merely wanted to 
convince them. ^ His mode of acting was concisely summed up 
in the following words, which contain the keynote of his 
I activity as a Keformer : " I will preach about it, speak about 
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it, write about it; bnt I will compel and drive no one by I 
force ; for belief is to be accepted freely and spontaneoosly. . 
Take me as an example. I have opposed the Indulgences 
and the Papists, but not with force. I have only worked, 
preached, and written the Word of the Lord; else I have 
done nothing ... J have done nothing ; the Word has done and 
accomplished everything. If I had wished to proceed turbu- 
lently, I could have caused great bloodshed in Germany, and 
I might have played such a game at Worms, that even the 
Emperor would not have been safe," * etc. 

These words, which Luther uttered in his celebrated sermons 
preached after his return to Wittenberg, not only fully reveal 
to ns one of his principal characteristics as a Beformer, but 
eontain at the same time a full revelation of the cause of the 
peaceful course of the Beformation during his lifetime. He 
held the reins in his firm hands, and it would only have re- 
quired an encouraging signal on his part, and the furies of civil I / 
war would have been at once let loose. But those words also "^ 
confirm the charge which has been brought forward against the 
Imperial Estates, that they had betrayed the cause of the Befor- 
mation at the Diet of Worms. They had the German people at 
their back, and the Emperor, with all his Spanish and Italian 
courtiers and Papal Legates, would have been powerless. Had 
only some of them given signs of energetic opposition, the 
Emperor would, in all probability, have yielded. That the 
Princes did not fully answer Luther's expectations caused 
him considerable grief, and now he had experienced another 
disappointment in the conduct of the middle classes — the 
people proper — a portion of whom eagerly supported the 
violent innovations of the extreme reformers. But the 

* That the above assertion was no mere boast is confirmed — if anything 
what 80 truthful a man as Luther said requires confirmation— by the above- 
mentioned Documenta Lutherana, in which we find a letter from the Nuncio 
Aleander, describing the great popularity of Luther throughout Germany, and 
in particular at Augsburg. " Know then," he writes to Dr. Eck, " there are 
so many Lutherans here, that not only the men, but also the very trees an^ 
stones cry : Luther ! " 

e 
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greatest disnppoiutmeat with regard to the healthiest cluV: 
uf the people — the peasante— was yet in store for him. 

Tlie effect which resulted from Luther's return to Witten- 
berg was doubly beneficial. It allayed the turbulent excite- 
ment at home, anil preTeuted the breaking out of a storm 
abroad, wbicb bad well-nigh been conjured up by Dake George 
of Saxony at tbe " Imperial Eegency," or Reichsreijiiiieni ; which 
body conducted the government of the Empire in the absence of 
the Emperor, and had assembled at Naremberg daring the 
troubles at Wittenberg. The Duke actually prevailed upon the 
members of the Imperial Kegency to isaue an Edict enjoining 
tlio Bishops of Naumburg, Meissen and Merseburg, energeti- 
cally to suppress all religions innovations ; but when quiet had 
been restored at Wittenberg the tide turned in Luther's favour, 
partly owing to the direct and indirect influence of the Elector 
of Sasony ; and thus the Edict of Worms was virtually set at 
naught. The Imperial Eegency did not rest satisfied, however, 
with the tacit approval of the doctrines of Luther, and when 
Adrian VI., who had succeeded Leo X. in 1522, demanded 
through his Nuncio that a check should be put to the Lutheran 
innovations, the Imperial Eegency replied by a Resolution in 
which it declared its refusal to carry out the Edict of Worms. 
On the other band it demanded " the summoning of a General 
Council, if possible within a year's time, in a German town and 
nnder the co-operation of the Emperor." It was, of course, 
understood that the secular Estates should also take part 
in that council, and perfect immunity for a free expression of 
opinion was at the same time admitted. Moreover, one hundred 
ffravajiiina with respect to the prevailing abuses of the Church 
were handed to the Legate. 

One of the most remarkable features in the passing of the 
above EcBolution was the circumstance that it even obtained the 
consent of the adherents of the Pope, and that the views of 
the latter regarding the necessity of Church reforms, in some 
degree at least, contributed to it. Adrian VI. woe in alm< 
every respect the opposite of Leo X. He had the welfa 
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of the Church truly at heart, and fully saw the abnseB which 
bad crept in through the depravity of its representativeB. 
Ho therefore energetically and earnestly urged the necessity 
of reforming the Church, or rather the clergy. He btmeelf 
showed the way hy setting, in hia own pergon, the example of 
a true Apostolic Pontiff, by leading the life of a humhle and 
austere monk, whereas Leo X. had surrounded himself with 
regal pomp and the luxuries of an Asiatic potentate. On the 
other hand Adrian was also an orthodos Dominican, and 
detested the religious innoyations more intensely than his 
predecessor did, who, as a true Medici, being an enthnsioatio 
admirer of art and a zealous cnltivator of polite literature, was 
qaito indificrcnt to ecclesiastical and religious matters. Leo X 
was opposed to Lather because, as Erasmus expressed it, " he 
had touched the Papal crown," whilst Adrian took up the 
gauntlet against the Beformer because, in his opinion, the 
latter weakened the comer-stone of the Church and undermined 
its very foundations. For this reason he had sent bis Nuncio 
ChieregaU to the Imperial Itegency at Nuremberg with the 
, demand to have the Edict of Worms carried into effect. This 
demand was only consistent with the Pope's line of action ; but 
the tinee had changed, even during the short space which had 
eUpecd since Charles V. had issued his Edict againnt Luther 
by a shuffling proceeding, and the Imperial Itegency openly 
refused to enact it. 

That the Estates should have been able thus to act in 
defiance of both Pope and Emperor, was in itself the result of 
the influence which the Reformation exercised on the political 
status of the German people. The civic element now assumed a 
political importance which it never enjoyed before. The 
commoner began to feel his dignity, as a man, as a member of 
the State, The teachings of Luther had set free human in- 
telligence and free thought, which had been so long held 
imprisoned and bound by political and religions tyranny, 
and the people began — to think and reason for themselves. 
From the moment this was done, they were free, and as soon as 
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they obtained political rights, they well nndei'stood how to assert 
them. The re-establishment of an Imperial Begency on a 
^ '' constitutional basis," formed one of the principal stipulations 
at the election of Charles Y., and th^ Deputies haying been 
chosen by the Electoral Princes and the various " CircleB," or 
districts into which Germany was then divided, the common- 
wealth was for the first time officially represented at a German 
constitutional assembly. We have seen how worthily the 
members of the Imperial Begency had discharged their trust ; 
and it may be said, that from that moment dates the political 
emancipation of Germany. 

VI. 

The answer of the Imperial Eegency to Adrian VI. was the 
first political triumph of the Reformation, but its effect was 
considerably weakened by several events which occurred shortly 
after. First came the rising of the knights — who constituted 
the lower nobility — under the banner of the brave and restless 
Franz von Sickingen. Grave discontent reigned among the 
knights with the doings of the all-powerful ''Suabian League," 
formed in 1488 by the Estates of Suabia for the maintenance of 
general peace, and also with the encroachments of the Princes ; 
and Sickingen, aided by Ulrich von Hutten, united the lesser 
nobles into one body with the avowed object of breaking the power 
of the higher nobility, and of acknowledging one head only — the 
Emperor. It has been plausibly assumed, that Sickingen pursued 
a more ambitious aim, and he has therefore been compared with 
Wallenstein. Sickingen professed, however, another object in his 
enterprise : the furtherance of the cause of the Beformatioax &i^d 
at the head of a large and powerful army, he directed his first 
attack (Sept. 1522), against the Archbishop of Treves. The 
knights were defeated, their leader lost his life, and Hutten 
wandered away — outlawed and proscribed — to find an exile's 
•grave in a small island of Switzerland. The enemies of Luther 
considered, or pretended to consider, the Reformation as the 
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bain cause of l^ickingeb's nndi^rtaking, and this circumstance 
estranged doia the Reformer a ntimber of his adhereuts and 

cr-nfirmed hisaiitagonists in their enmity against him, although 
he had no immediate connection with the revolt of the uohles. 

The first resalt of the rising and of the defeat of the knights , 
vus, that several Princes now asBnmed a somewhat hostile . 
attitude towards the Imperial Regency, that had shown itself ao 
tolerant respecting religions reforms ; but a still severer blow 
threatened that tody from another qnarter. The wealthy Ger- 
man cities sent a deputation to Charles Y. in Spain, with a 
petition against some ordinances which the Imperial Chamber 
hii decided upon and which were considered detrimental to 
their commercial intureets. The Emperor, diseatisficd with 
thathberal Institution, readily promised a new administration. 
This promise was fulfilled at the nest Diet, in 1524, at Nurera- 
lerg, when it was decided to reorganise the Imperial Regency 
by electing for it entirely new members. Those who con- 
sented to this proceeding were influenced, partly hy political 
and partly by commercial reasons, but as regards religions 
mstters there was still a majority m favour of the Reforma- 
tion. On this account it came to pass that a Resolution was 
carried at the Diet, to convoke another assembly of the Estates 
in the same year at Spires, the points to be discussed there 
being in the meantime drawn np for the Princes by scholars 
uid counsellors. Till then the Resolution of the preceding 
Diet, " that the Gospel should be allowed to be freely 
preached," was to remain in force. Thus the mission of the 
Papal Nuncio Campeggi, who had been sent to Germany by 
Clement VII. (the succesaor of Adrian VI. since 1523) to 
bring about the enactment of the Edict of Worms, proved 
misnccessfnl. It is true the Diet passed a Resolntion, that 
the Edict of Worms should be executed, but this decision w&b ^ 
rendered ineffective by the additional elastic clause: 
fat as possible." At the same time the demand for a (jienei 
Council was added. 
Tbt> above Mandate now shared the futo t.>l' mot 
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promises; inasmuch as it satisfied neither party. Lnther 
himself and his followers saw in it an indirect oonfirmatioii 
of the Edict of Worms^ and he expressed his indignation at 
it in an outspoken pnblication^ in which he bitterly re- 
proached the Emperor and the Princes for their treatment of 
him. He had now lost all confidence iii both. Bnt the 
Emperor's indignation at the Nuremberg Mandate was not 
less strongly marked, and he issued an Edicts in which he 
energetically denied the Estates the right of interference in 
religious matters, demanding at the same time the strict 
execution of the Edict of Worms. The constant recurrence 
of the Emperor and the adherents of the Pope to that 
Edict must not surprise us. It is the point upon which the 
whole moyement turned ; for if the condemnation of Luther was 
confirmed, all his reforms and his adherents would be com- 
prised in that condemnation. 

Various circumstances now combined to strengthen the efieot 
of the Emperor's new Edict. The Papal Nuncio Gampeggi 
succeeded in inducing several influential forces, hostile to 
the Beformation, to form a League for the protection of the old 
faith. The Archduke Ferdinand and the Dukes of Bavaria — 
Princes who had for some time been conspiring with the 
Eoman Curia — together with a number of Prelates, assembled 
for that purpose in the summer of 1524 at Batisbon, and agreed 
upon stringent measures against the Beformation. They 
decided to give effect to the Edict of Worms, to proscribe 
again the works of Luther, and even to forbid to their 
subjects the attending of the University of Wittenberg. 

The next step of the Batisbon Convention was now to obtain 
the co-operation of Charles Y., which was effected easily 
enough, inasmuch as the projected measures fully coincided 
with his own views ; and being about to attack Francis I. in 
France itself, from the direction of Italy, he stood in great 
need of the Pope's tacit acquiescence. He issued, therefore, a 
stringent Edict, in which the convocation of a General Council 
was strictly prohibited, and all interference inrcUgio\i% m^Uoki^^ 
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was energetically forbidden. Those who dared to set at nought ] 
the provision of the Edict, would render themselyes liable to a ^ 
charge of high treason, and on conyiction would be punished 
with the highest degree of the Imperial Ban, (Acht- und 
Aberacht). In that Imperial Order Luther himself — one of the 
noblest men who ever lived — was likened to some loathsome 
monster. 

The Gonvention of Batisbon, which was chiefly brought 
about by foreign influence, may be said to have caused the first 
violent rupture among the German people, and to be the origin 
of all the calamities which befell Germany in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. Without that Convention the projected 
General Council would, in all probability, have been held, the 
proposed reforms would have been peacefully and legally dis- 
cussed, and there would not have occurred that violent disrup- 
tion among the Germans, of which the evil effects, not only 
from a religious, but also from a political point of view, have not 
yet entirely disappeared. The only advantage which resulted 
from the Batisbon Convention was the agreement to introduce 
a number of internal reforms in the Church. Thus the im- 
proved state of Boman Catholicism is entirely due to the 
doctrines of Luther and his Beformation. 



VII. 

The year 1525 was perhaps the most trying in Luther's 
career. He had hitherto been disappointed in the Princes and 
the burghers, and now he experienced the mortification of seeing 
that class of people, from which he sprang himself, entering 
on a path which must needs prove injurious to themselves, and 
to the cause for which he lived and worked. Various risings 
of the Peasants had taken place before the time of the Beforma- 
tion, in consequence of the inhuman treatment to which thej 
were subjected by the nobles. The exactions of the prief 
were likewise intolerable. Some local risings took plao^ 
1524; hut in the following year that terrible contest, kno 
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'* The Peasants* War," broke out in the sonth of Germany with 
all the fory of long-pent np despair. The origin of the insnr- 
Wectionmnst therefore be sought solely in the canse, which pro- 
duced the risings of slaves or serfs in ancient and modem times. 
lit was the revolt of men who felt their inner worth, and who 
were determined to shake off an unbearable yoke. The enemies 
of Luther attributed, however, the outbreak of the war to the 
influence of his teachings, in the same way as they attributed 
( to these any other public calamity which then befell Germany ; 
just as in modern times blinded political passions vdll trace 
the cause of the failure of a harvest, for instance, to the fact of 
this or that party being in power. 

The first programme of the Peasants, as contained in the 
well-known Twelve Articles, was moderate enough. Even 
Luther did not entirely reject their demands, some of which 
he wished to see referred to the decision of legal authorities. 
He admonished the Peasants, however, not to have recourse to 
brutal violence, and at the same time he exhorted the nobles to 
lend a merciful ear to the cries of the sufferers. The last clause 
of the Twelve Articles must have struck in his heart a sympa- 
thetic chord. The Peasants declared that their demands shall 
not stand, in case they should be refuted by Scripture, which 
statement seems to be an echo of Luther's own declaration at the 
Diet of Worms. But it was just that external similarity which 
turned out so fatal for the cause of the Beformation. The 
Peasants borrowed the phraseology, as it were, of Luther ; they 
clothed their grievances in the language of the Gospel, and thus 
gave to the enemies of the Beformation the plausible pretext 
of confounding it with their own insurrection. It was of little 
avail for Luther himself to protest against the allegation of 
the insurgents that their rising was founded on a religious basis, 
since his enemies persistently took the form for the substance. 
If all the rebellious Peasants had strictly adhered to their 
first programme, their cause might yet have taken a favourable 
turn ; but, as is generally the case with revolutionary move- 
ments, there soon arose an extreme party which aimed at the 
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total snbrersion of the existing order of things. Here again it 
was unfortouate that some points started in the manifesto of 
that party had been previously advocated by Lnther, for hia 
onjoet aQtagonista laid all their demaiidH, which have been 
compared to the French revoltitionary doctrines of 1783, to his 
charge. The climax of the insnrrectionary ontbreak wae, how- 
ever, reached by the doings of Thomas Miinzer and his followers, 
who preached and practised evangelical communism, and who 
accelerated by their fanatic and fantastic conduct the tragic 
catastrophe in this saoguinary drama. Lather was now in a 
moat critical position. He made every effort to stem the tide 
of the revolution — he energetically exhorted both Princes and 
Peasants, and travelled about as a missionary of peace; but 
all in vain. His influence seemed, for the lirst time, to have lost 
its effect, and friends and foes censured him alike. The former 
reproached him with having deserted his own cause, whilst the 
latter blamed him as the originator of this fatal war. Thomas 
Miinzer and his followers even accused Luther of base servility 
towards the Princes ; and one of the grossest calumnies 
perhaps ever brought forward against a man of Luther's stamp, 
was the charge that he had written his vehement publication, 
" against the murderous robber-bands of the Peasants," after 
their total defeat. But this was untrne. He wrote it, in fact, 
whilst the Peasants were in the ascendancy, and whilst they 
disgraced their victory by barbarous acts of cruelty. When 
the nobles got the upper hand, and wreaked their vengeance 
in a most iuhaman manner on the vanquished, the wrath of 
Lnther was turned against the cruel victors. He pleaded 
for mercy even for the gnilty, and with some of the Princes 
his intercession was successful. Largo numbers of defeated 
Peasants were allowed, by Landgrave Philip of Hesse and 
the Prince Elector John of Saxony, the brother and suocessor 
of the Elector Frederick, to return home unmolested, whilst 
the Bishop of Wiirzburg and other antt-Lutheran lords 
tiognished themselves by a most refined cruelty in thfl^ 
trehtnient of the Peasant prisoners. 



Ixiiv THE I'^jLITICAL COCKSE 



Ym. 

In addition to the rarions disasters which befell Lnther — 
and in him the whole of Germany — in the calamitous year of 
1525, he also had the misfortune to lose his friend and 
protector, the Elector of Saxony, who died in the spring of 
that year. Frederick had looked with true patemid compassion 
on the insurgent Peasants, and had life and health been spared 
him, he might hare quelled the civil war by the dint of 
his authority, or at least have mitigated its erils. Besides 
him, there was no one in Germany who enjoyed the same 
universal respect, and both the Imperial Begency and the 
Estates were, as a body, powerless. If Germany had been 
ruled over at that time by a sovereign residing in the country, 
and caring for the welffiu-e of his people, the Peasants' War 
would never have assumed such gigantic dimensions, nor would 
its consequences have been so fatal. But whilst Germany was 
convulsed by one of the most sanguinary of intestine wars, the 
Emperor resided in Spain, and his army fought and defeated 
the King of France before Pa via; which circumstance may 
serve as an additional proof of the evil caused by the election 
of Charles Y. as head of the German Empire. 

The only interest which the Emperor manifested with 
reference to Germany consisted in his relentless efforts to 
exterminate the Lutheran doctrines. Thus he again and again 
issued from Spain energetic admonitions to the Princes and 
Bishops to make a firm resistance against the Beformation; 
promising and threatening at the same time to come shortly 
to Germany himself, in order to crush the heretics. These acts, 
together with the consultation at Mentz at which a number 
of priests agreed on the suppression of Lutheran heresy, induced 
the Landgrave Philip of Hesse, and John the Elector of Saxony, 
in the spring of 1526, to form the so-called "League of 
Torgau " for the protection and defence of the Beformation. 
Lnther himBelf, being, in principle, against all armed resistance 
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to any cooatitnted antliority, bad consistentlj opposed tho 
formatioD of that or any other League, with a view to revolt, 

Luther was of opinion that a bad Prince must be patiently 
borne with, like any other scourge or calamity sent by Heaven. 
In this sense it was, that he taught " that the badness and 
perTersity of a government does not justify active resistance or 
reb«llioii." Indeed he considered the HufTeringa inflicted by a 
tyraomcal ruler on bis subjects as part and parcel of a man's 
destiny upon earth. It was his Christian duty to sufler. Ac- 
cording to bis opinion man was not destined to be happy in 
this world, where be has been placed as a martyr. Such were 
hia honest convictions and his views of life ; his denial of the 
right of resistance arose therefore from a purely religious 
feeling, and not from any servile instinct. Surely a man who 
speaks in the following strain of Princes cannot be accused of 
Bervility : " From the beginning of the world," says Luther, " a 
good Prince has been a rare bird and a pious Prince a still rarer 
one. They are as a rnle the greatest fools and worst knaves 
npon earth, If there is a Prince who is a wise and pious man, 
or a Christian, it is a great miracle and the best sign of divine 
grace for a country. Therefore one must always expect the 
worst from them, and not hope for any good from them. They 
are the scourges and the executioners of God, and He employs 
them to punish the wicked and to maintain external peace." 

Luther was well aware of the fact that Germany required a 
thorongh reform as regards its civic or secular government, 
more especially as he had foond out that both the .Princes 
and the Emperor had betrayed the German people. With 
that dignified self-coneciousneas which is quite compatible 
vrith true modesty, he said ; " At times it seems to me as if thej/ 
Government and the Jurists also required a Luther." If there 
had been during bis time a great man in Germany, capable of 
achieving in politics what he bad himself achieved in rehgion, he 
would undoubtedly have co-operated xvith him. For Lather^ 
was a true German patriot, if ever there was one, as is 6Ti-|' 
dent from so many of his writings, and more especially fro 
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hia appeal to the " Christian Nobility of the German Nation. 
What he ahhorred was the use of btntal force, either by PrinceB 
or by the people, for the acquisition of political freodom, and this 
was— as wo have seen^in strict accordance with his religious 
views. His notions of the individual freedom of man had 
also a religious basis. He regarded man as designed to be a 
free being, but it was only Christian belief which imparted to 
him that stamp of true freedom. This view Luther forcibL] 
expressed in the well-known antithesis in his Treatise, 
cerning Christian Liberty : ' " A Christian man is the most 
lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian man is the 
dutiful servant of all, and subject to every one." ' 

The liberty of man, as interpreted by Luther, may be regarded 
by some persons as only of limited extent, and as having merely 
an ideal existence, but at any rate it marks a great progress in 
the history of civilization, and may be considered as the germ 
of the emancipation of the human race. It was the first step 
in the acknowledgment of the tight of man as a human being. 
The principle of political freedom which now benefits the 
adherents of all creeds in civilized society must therefore be 
traced back to the Boformation. If the teachings of Luther 
had not first freed the Clirlstian man, the liberty of man, in 
general — the equality of men — would scarcely have met with 
such a ready recognition in later centuries. 

If Lnthei had not so strenuously opposed all active resistance 
against authority, the political course of the Reformation 
would certainly have taken a different turn ; and it was for- 
tunate enough for its consolidation, that some of the Princes, 
who otherwise followed his teachings, did not share his opinions 
on that subject. The formation of the above-mentioned 
League of Torgau was the first result of that difference of 
opinion ; and when the Diet assembled, in the summer of 
1526, at Spires, the Princes John and Philip, strengthened 
by their union, could dare to acknowledge and practise openly 
the doctrines of the Reformation in the face of the Diet. In 
' .Scv i>. lOJ ill lliu iiruMiit rvlumc. 
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Tain did the Imperial CommiBsioners urge the Eatates to carry 
ont at last the Edict of Worms. The Diet was, however, bo 
mncb the lees inclined to obey the Emperor's beheste on this 
point, because he was now himaelf at enmity with the Pope. 
Clement VII. being afraid of the ascendency of Charles V. after 
his victory at Pavia, released the French King from his solemn 
oath at the Peace of Madrid, and formed with him and several 
Italian Princes the League of Cognac, also blasphemously called 
the "Holy League," which was directed against Charles Y. The 
Estates, therefore, eagerly seized the opportunity of declaring 
that the antagonism between Pope and Emperor made it im- 
possible for them to give effect even indirectly to the Papal Ex- 
communication against Luther. The Turk was also threatening 
from the East, and the Estates did not consider it prudent to 
canse dissensions among the Genuan people. They resolved 
therefore to petition the Emperor, through an embassy, to come 
in person to Germany and to convoke a General Council, They 
further decided that in matters of religion, perfect freedom and 
tolerance should prevail. 

The Besolution of the Diet of Spires in 1526 was of consider- 
able moment. The Eeformation was now formally acknow- 
ledged and legalised, and had gained full time to recover lost 
ground and to obtain a firm footing throughout Germany. It 
also was a fortunate coincidence that Charles V. was now 
occupied in Italy with his war against the Pope and Francis I., 
whilst his brother Ferdinand, now King of Hungary and 
Bohemia, was encumbered by his troubles in those countries. 



IX. 

In consequence of the absence of both the Emperor and his 
loeum lenens from Germany, the projected General Council was 
not convoked, and the next Diet did not assemble before the J 
year 1529, at Spires. Till then the Beformation had full scope J 
to expand; but after the armies of Charles Y. had captnredl 
Borne, and a terrible pestilence had well-nigh destroyed thoj 
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French troops in Italy, the Emperor was again free to terror- 
ize over Germany. He concluded peace with. Clement VIL 
at Barcelona, and with Francis I. at Cambray, and the first 
result of the diplomatic union between the three belligerents 
was a combination of their efforts to crush the '' heresy " in 
Germany. Soon after the beginning of the Diet at Spires^ 
a palpable proof was given that a great change had taken place 
in public affairs since 1526. On March 15, 1529, the Imperial 
Commissioners laid a Mandate before the Diet to the effect 
that the Besolution of the last Diet at Spires, which granted 
free exercise of religion, should be revoked, and that, on * the 
other hand, the Edict of Worms should be enforced. The 
majority, though now consisting of adherents of the Pope, did 
not accept the proposal exactly in that form ; but still they 
issued a Decree, the general acceptance of which would have 
implied a total condemnation of the Beformation on the part 
of its supporters. 

In this emergency several German Princes and Imperial 
towns gave proof of a most praiseworthy moral courage. John, 
Prince Elector of Saxony, Philip, Landgrave of Hesse, George, 
Margrave of Brandenburg, Duke Ernest of Brunswick- 
Limebnrg, Prince Wolfgang of Anhalt, and fourteen Imperial 
free towns, having in vain demurred against the decision of the 
Diet, laid before it a Protest against the pernicious decree, 
declaring at the same time, that in matters of religion and 
eonscience the decision of majorities was not binding. How 
deep was the impression which that remarkable step had 
produced on the minds of the German people, may be inferred 
from the fact that it gave occasion to single out the adherents 
of Luther as a body and to apply to them the name of 
Protestants. 

The rupture between the two religious parties was now 
complete. They no longer formed merely two different shades 
of the same party, but were distinguished from each other even 
as to the name. Soman Catholics stood opposite Protestanis. 
In one respect the new appellation was a gain ; for it embraced 
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nil the members of that Chiistian c&mmnnity, which did not - 
acknowledge the supremacy of the Pope, On the other hand 
the name has the disadvantage that it ia like the word 
" Befonnation," of a ne<faHi>e character. It is true the Pretext 
of the Princes actually was a positive assertion of the right 
of conscience, but popular interpretation applied to it the 
character of an aggressiTe docnment, and the adherents o£ 
Lntlier were oonsequeiitly regarded henceforth in the light 
of a merely malcontent party. The term " Lutherans " — 
LtUheraner — does not embrace the whole body of those who 
seceded from the Roman Catholic Church. Luther himself 
deprecated, moreover, the distinetion of being called a " founder 
of a religion," and although one of the greatest theological 
anlhorities of onr timea is etill inclined to consider him as 
such, it seems to me— if I may venture to express an opinion 
on anything touching a theological subject — that Luther merely 
modified and reformed an established religious faith, but did 
not found one. The designation " Old Catholic " might perhaps 
have been the most appropriate, and would not perchance have 
caused such a violent disruption among the members of the 
great Christian community. 



At the Diet of 1520 the Protestants had gained a moral 
victory, but they had suffered a material defeat ; for the govern- 
ment of the Empire was now entirely in the hands of their 
antagonists. It seemed, therefore, prudent to prepare for 
future emergencies, and some of the Protestant Princes began 
negotiations with several cities, both German and Swiss. A 
comprehensive scheme was devised which, if successfully 
carried out, would hare entirely changed the political aspect 
of Germany, if not of Europe. Unfortunately this plan, the 
execution of which could alone have saved the cause of , 
Protestantism, was frustrated by the well-known theological i 
ference between the adherents of Luther and Zwingli. 



inetead of first combining against the common enemy, and 
Bubseqnently in firm union settling the theological differences, 
or even leaving them nnsettled, the logical order of tho 
proceeding was reversed. The Theologians first assembled to 
discuss their religious differences, and the result was that fatal 
schism which divided the camp of the Protestants, and perma- 
nently damaged their canse. Lnther and his more immediate 
followers decided that it would not be justifiable to form an 
alliance with the Zwinglians, and further, that it would be an 
offence against law and religion to offer armed resistance to the 
Emperor. The co-operation of Upper Germany, Suabia and 
Switzerland was lost in consequence, and — in face of the armed 
and threatening enemy — all preparations for defence were 
neglected on account of religious scruples. " Surely," says 
Kanke, " this was not prudent, but it was grand." 

Whilst the German Theologians discussed religious subjects 
and the " right of resistance," Charles V. strengthened his 
position in Italy, and Clement VII. placed on his head, at 
Bologna, the crown of Charles the Great. Tho Emperor was 
surrounded on this occasion chiefly by Italian Princes and 
Spanish Grandees, and only one or two German Princes were 
present. The coronation was, therefore, against the " ancient 
German custom," but Charles was crowned as a Raman and not 
as a German Emperor of Germany, He might have been like 
Henry the Fowler, another founder or regenerator of the 
German Empire, whereas he renovated the Imperial dignity 
only 80 far as his own personality was concerned. This step 
was very significant, and may serve as a clue to his subseqnent 
course of action. 

It is well known that the Pope and Emperor distrusted each 
other, but they were diplomatic enough to assume the mask of 
mutual friendship. There was, moreover, one powerful bond of 
union between them, namely, tho determination to eradicate 
German " heresy." This resolve was one of the principal 
motives of the Emperor's journey to Germany, in the summer 
of 1530, for the purpose of holding a Diet at Angeburg. The 
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nrrit issued on that occasion wb3 peaceful and gracious euongli, 
Hia avowed object was " to settle the prevailing discord, and 
to learn and graciously to consider everybody's conviction, 
opinion, and views, for the benefit of ChriBtian truth." 

It may reaeonabty be assumed that the Emperor was 
benevolently disposed, and would have preferred to see bis 
point carried by gentle means. His benevolence wae, how- 
ever, of that conditional kind only, which first tries peaceful 
means, but subsequently has recourse to arbitrary and violent 
measures, should the gentle measures prove futile. He was not 
imbued with that absolute benevolence and clemency which 
shows mercy even to the guilty, or the supposed guilty. The 
Roman Catholic Princes were aware of this disposition of the 
Emperor, and of hia secret agreement with the Pope, though 
the Protestant Princes implicitly believed in hia peaceful and 
gracious assurances. The kttei now hopefully looked forward 
to on amicable settlement of the prevailing discord, and at once 
proceeded to draw up a Programme, containing the substance 
of the reformed creed. 

It did not take long however for the Protestants to see their 
error. Even before the Emperor's arrival at Augsburg he urged 
the Elector John of Saxony not to allow the preachers he had 
brought with him to preach in public. This demand was 
repeated in Augsburg, in the Emperor's presence, after his 
arrival in that city, to the Elector of Saxony, and several other 
Protestant Princes. The theological defence of the evangelical 
sermons by the Landgrave of Hesse merely served to arouse the 
wrath and indignation of Charles. When, however, the aged 
warrior, the Margrave George of Brandenburg emphatically 
exclaimed : " Sire, before renouncing the word of God, I would 
rather kneel down on this spot and let my head be cut off," the 
Emperor was deeply moved by this energetic protest, and uttered 
in hia Low-German vernacular the reassuring words: "No 
heads off! no heads off, my dear Prince ! " 

The Protestant Princes also declined to join in the pnl 
procession on the festival of Corpus Christi, which 




Ixxxii THE POLITICAL COURSE 

celebrated the following day, in spite of the Emperor's earnest 
invitation to attend it. Charles was startled by this stubborn 
resistance. He had cherished the hope that the halo of worldly 
glory which surrounded him, together with his brilliant entry 
into Augsburg, would dazzle and overawe the Protestant 
Princes ; but they remained firm. Neither threats nor pro- 
mises could move them. They were quite of a distinct caste 
from the Princes who had betrayed the cause of the Beforma- 
tion at Worms ; they were conscious of the risk they ran, and 
were ready to die for their religious convictions. It is true 
they were greatly encouraged by Luther, who, in order to be 
nearer to them while the Diet was held at Augsburg, had 
repaired to Goburg. He addressed to the Prince Elector of 
Saxony from his second " Patmos," as it were, letters of exhor- 
tation and comfort, full of energy and of that irresistible 
eloquence which is the result of inner conviction. Whenever 
the Princes and Melanchthon wavered, they were inspired by 
Luther's cheering and manly words, which proved particularly 
effective during the course of the Diet, 

The religious contest being the first subject which was 
brought before the Diet, the Protestant Princes presented, on 
25th June, 1530, their " Confession of Faith," which had been 
prepared by Melanchthon. There were two versions of it, 
one in German and another in Latin. The Emperor naturally 
desired to have the second version read, but the Protestant 
Princes advised him patriotically to admit on German soil 
the Oerman version. This step may be considered as one of 
the results of the Beformation. Luther had awakened in the 
Germans the feelings of nationality and patriotism, and had 
also politically freed them from the fetters of Eoman bondage. 

The profession of faith of the Protestant Princes, knowB 
as the " Augsburg Confession," was drawn up in such a con- 
i^iliatory spirit and contained so many concessions to Soman 
Catholicism, that some kind of agreement seemed to be possible, 
if not near at hand. The Protestants had now honestly ful- 
filled their duty. In accordance with the Imperial rescript 




the; bod laid their profeasiou of faith before thi< Diut ; auJ 
oonGdently Gupeoting a similar proteBsiou on the part of the 
Roman Ciitholics, tlioy looked forward to tUo promised mediation 
of the Emperor. But instead of drawing up a dEK:1aration in 
a defensive and conciliatory spirit, as hod been done by the 
Protestants, the Catholio party at the Diet forming the 
majority, issued an aggroaeive "Refutation," which, receiving 
the EmpoTor's full approyal, was issued in big name, with the 
appended threat, that in case the Protestants should hones- 
forth not obediently return to the Itoman Catholic faith, 
" the Emperor wonld proceed against thorn Bs befitted a Ro>»an 
Emperor— the protector and defondor of the Church." Mani- 
feat proofs that the admonitions of Charles V. were not mere 
tmipty threats were soon given. Ho made the Protestant 
Princes individually feel his displeasure, and be seemed fully 
Ootennined to give effoot to bia threats by the forco of arms. 
Fortunately the warning of the Prince Elector of Meutz in 
reference to the Turks of Hanniiial ad porta*, bad the desirable 
effect of paving the nay for mediation. 

At the Conference which was held in August, 1530, for the 
pnrpoee of effecting an agrooment between the contending 
parties, ii spirit of reconciliation prevailed. Both sides made 
oobcessious, and it was agreed to refer certain points of dilTuteuoo 
which were still pending to a General Council ; so that there 
was a near prospect of a mutual uudorstanding. Bomo agree- 
ment would, in all probability, have been brought about, but 
for the relentless spirit of fanaticism of the Itoman Curia, oa 
represented by the Legate Campeggi. It was be who frustrated 
the success of all further attempts at a rucouciliatiou by induc- 
ing the Emperor and the majority of the Diet to make aucb 
conditions aa the Protestants could not accept. The lillied 
Princes remained firm, and as the attitude of the Imperial 
Court became more and more threatening, and the Theologians i 
could not agree among themselves, the energetic LandgraraJ 
Philip of IlesBC suddenly left Augsburg at the beginning ( 
August. The Emperor was ao startled by this unexpeeli 
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eTent, that he ordered the gates of the city to be watclicd 
his soldiers ; but, too late, the bird had already flown. 
Prinoe Elector of Saxony still remained behind, but his eon, tiu 
I heioditary Prince, had some time previously retnrned home and 
^ 'W&B now in perfect safety. It wos, therefore, nscless to attempt 
a coup ds main against the leaders of the Proteatant party. 

The Emperor's disappointment was great, and the more so, ae 
he was indignant against the Protestant Princess on acconnt of 
their refasing to consent to the election of his brother Ferdi- 
nand OS "King of Rome." Charles V. now proceeded to the 
last step which made the breach between the two great 
portions of the German nation irremediable. On the 22ud of 
September, 1530, he communicated to the Estates the draft 
of the Decree upon which he had resolved with reference to 
the religions contest, and which announced his determination 
" to carry out unconditionally the Edict of Worms." The Pro- 
testants were treated in that Decree as a mere sect, and their 
doctrines — of all shades^ were indiscriminately condemn ed- 
j\Jl the usages of the old creed were to be maintained intact,, 
and the rights of the Ecclesiastical Princes were to be 
restored, under pain of the Imperial ban. This Im] 
Decree, which was virtually a total abolition of the work of 
the Keformation, was finally issued on the 19th of November 
with the additional clause — which savoured of mockery^that a 
time of respite should be granted to the Protestants until the 
I5th April, 1531, to enable them to declare their adhesion to the 
contested points. In the meantime the Emperor was to use 
efforts with the Pope to convene a General Council to disci 
the abolition of certain unquestionable abuses in the Church. 

This amounted to an open declaration of war, and the 
t«stant Princes were prudent enough to take their measures 
accordingly. 

XI. 

The Diet of Augsburg in 153U may be considered, in somsJ 
yivspectSj »s the iey-stone in the religious and political oouin 
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of the BeformatioQ. The " Aagaborg CoQfesaion " practically 
completed the work of the Beformation from a religions point 
of view, whilst the Imperial Edict marked out in distinct 
featores the line of action which tlie Papal and Imperial party 
was resolved to pursne towards the Protestants. It was 
oltimatam in dne form. All the sabseqnent events in the : 
history of the Beformation — even as far down as the Peace ' 
of Westphalia in 1G48 — mnst, therefore, be regarded as 
merely the natural sequence of the Diet of Angsbnrg, and 
do not actually belong to the making or unmaking of the 
Reformation. 

The stern necessity of eelf-defenoe caused at last the 
Protoatant Princes to form the " Convention " or " League of 
Smolkald" in December 1530. Even Luther was induced to 
approve of it, and some of his writings, more especially his 
' Warning to my beloved Germans,' showed that he no longer 
viewed aelf-defence in the light of rebellion. The sebism 
among the Germans was now political as well aa religions, 
compact body stood armed, not against the sovereign power of 
the German Empire, but against the Roman Emperor of the 
German nation; against the monarch who identified himself 
with tho Pope. Charles V. fully recognised the drift of the 
Protestant opposition, and it is not quite improbable that on 
account of it ho insisted on the speedy election and coronation 
of his brother Ferdinand as " Eoman King," which took place 
at Cologne at the end of 1530, and at Ais-la-Chapolle at the 
beginning of the following year. The Protestant Princes 
protested against this proceeding, as being contrary to the Im- 
perial Constitution of Germany ; but we have already seen that 
Charles cared very little either for tho laws or the aspirations 
of the German people. The illegal election of Ferdinand 
necessarily widened the breach between the Emperor and the 
Protestant Princes, who plainly saw the danger impending 
from tho supremacy of the house of Hapsbnrg. j 

The Dukes of Bavaria, who also aspired to the Imperial I 
dignity, lookeil grudgingly on the ascendency of the Hap»< m 
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burgs, and seemed inclined — stannch Roman Catholics thongh 
they were — to make common cause with the Protestants. 
Moreover the Turks were again threatening an inyasion 
of the Austro-German proyinces, and all these circumstances 
combined, induced the Emperor to conclude with the Pro- 
testant Princes, in the summer of 1532, the "Peace of 
Nuremberg.** Considerable concessions were made to the 
Protestants, and the promise of a " General, free and Christiaii 
Council," was again held out ; but of far greater moment was 
the fact, that by consenting to the " Peace of Nuremberg," th« 
Emperor actually recognised the members of the " Smalkaldic 
League " as a regularly constituted power, with which it was 
desirable to come to an amicable understanding. The political 
element, which, as we have seen, had been at work throughout 
the course of the Eeformation, became henceforth a more 
and more powerful factor in the struggle between the two 
hostile camps of the German nation. 

After the Diet of Augsburg in 1530, Charles was again oc- 
cupied with his military enterprises abroad, and remained absent 
from Germany for the space of nine years. His brother, King 
Ferdinand I., was likewise prevented from effectively inter- 
fering with religious affairs in consequence of the troubles in 
his hereditary dominions, and so the Beformation had again free 
scope to make its way through the greater portion of Germany. 
The indulgence granted to the Protestants was, however, 
apparent only. Both Charles and his brother treacherously 
bided their time to enter on the struggle of annihilation 
against them. That time seemed to them to have arrived 
when Charles, in conjunction with Henry Vin., had forced 
the King of Prance to sign the Peace of Crepy in 1644. 
It is true the Emperor consented to convene a Counoil 
in December, 1545, and so he did at Trent, but the Princes 
of Hesse and Saxony justly declined to attend it. The 
Emperor's hostile intentions against the Protestants now 
became patent, first by his renewed League with Paul III., 
tiie successor of Pope Clement YH., and afterwards by the 
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mnatering of his forces. If the Protcstanta had aoted viih 
energy and concord they might, with the greatest ease, hare 
defeated the small Imperial forces in tlio summer of 154.5 ; 
l)nt instead of this they garo the Emperor full time to collect 
a considerable army. 

In the meantime Martin Luther, the life and eoul of the 
Eeformotion, had died on the 18th of February, 1546, and 
was spared the pain of witnessing the outbreak of the nn- 
fortunate Smalkaldic War, which laid Germany prostrate at 
the feet of the Emperor and hia Spaniards. This calamity 
waa, of course, due mostly to the fact that the old German 
Empire identified itself with the Papacy and considered itself 
bognd to defend its canse. It is, however, a significant fact, 
that Charles V. was actually the last Boman Emperor of 
Germany crowned by a Pope. When he proceeded for his 
coronation, in 1530, to the Church of St. Fetronio at Bologna, 
tbroagh a wooden structure which had been erected to connect 
his Palace with the ehnreh, the temporary passage gave way a 
few steps behind the Emperor. Popular superstition saw in 
this an evil omen — for Germany, it proved to he a happy one 
— and prophesied that Charles would he the last German 
Emperor thus crowned. The prophecy became true, hut it 
was not in Italy that the link was broken which connected 
Germany with Home. This was done in Germany itself, and 
as we have seen, by the humble peasants' son, Mabtk Lihiher. 

Luther it was who actually freed Germany from the secular 
and spiritual bondage of Home ; for although the Froteetanta 
had been vantjuished in the Smalkaldic war, they were not 
entirely crushed. The spirit of the Reformation sorvived, and 
exercised its beneficial influence not only throughout Ger- 
many, bat over the whole of the civilised world, aud it is in this 
sense that the Iteformation is uTtiversatly considered as the 
beginning of a New Era in the history of the world. The 
Reformation is the source, directly or indirectly, by action 01 i 
by reactioQ, of everything great and noble which has taker 
place from about the beginning of the sixteenth oentjT 
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^ Through the Beformation alone men of all creeds have become 
free and enlightened. And this is the reason why not onlj 
|the Theologian, but also the political and literary Historian 
hails the work of the Beformation as one of the greatest 
'blessings ever bestowed on mankind. 
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THE BEFOKMATION. 



THE NINETY-FIVE THESES. 



INTEODUCTOBY LETTER. 

To the most Beyerend Father in Christ and most illustrions 
Lord, Albert, Archbishop and Primate of the Churches of 
Magdeburg and Mentz, Marquis of Brandenburg, etc., his lord 
and pastor in Christ, most gracious and worthy of all fear and 
reverence — 

Jesus. 

The grace of God be with you, and whatsoever it is and 
can do. 

Spare me, most reverend Father in Christ, most illustrious 
Prince, if I, the very dregs of humanity, have dared to think of 
addressing a letter to the eminence of your sublimity. The 
Lord Jesus is my witness that, in the consciousness of my own 
pettiness and baseness, I have long put off the doing of that 
which I have now hardened my forehead to perform, moved 
thereto most especially by the sense of that faithful duty 
which I feel that I owe to your most reverend Fatherhood in 
Christ. May your Highness then in the meanwhile deign to 
cast your eyes upon one grain of dust, and, in your pontifical 
clemency, to understand my prayer. 

Papal indulgences are being carried about, under your most 
distinguished authority, for the building of St. Peter's. In 
respect of these I do not so much accuse the extravagant 
sayings of the preachers, which I have not heard, but I grieve 
at the very false ideas which the people conceive from 
them, and which are spread abroad in common talk on every 
side — namely, that unhappy souls believe that, if they br^ 
letters of indulgences, they are sure of their salvation; p 
that, as soon as they have thrown their contribution in' 
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chest, souls forthwith fly out of purgatory ; and furthermore, 
that so great is the grace thus conferred, that there is no sin 
so great — even, as they say, if, by an impossibility, any one 
had violated the Mother of God — but that it may be pardoned ; 
and again, that by these indulgences a man is freed from all 
punishment and guilt. 

gracious God ! it is thus that the souls committed to your 
care, most excellent Father, are being taught unto their death, 
and a most severe account, which you will have to render for 
all of them, is growing and increasing. Hence I have not 
been able to keep silence any longer on this subject, for by no 
function of a bishop's office can a man become sure of salvation, 
since he does not even become sure through the grace of G^ 
infused into him, but the Apostle bids us to be ever working 
out our salvation in fear and trembling. (Phil. ii. 12.) Even 
the righteous man — says Peter — shall scarcely be saved. 
(1 Pet. iv. 18.) In fine, so narrow is the way which leads 
unto life, that the Lord, speaking by the prophets Amos and 
Zachariah, calls those who are to be saved brands snatched 
from the burning, and our Lord everywhere declares the 
difficulty of salvation. 

Why then, by these false stories and promises of pardon, 
do the preachers of them make the people to feel secure and 
without fear ? since indulgences confer absolutely no good on 
souls as regards salvation or holiness, but only take away 
the outward penalty which was wont of old to be canonically 
imposed. 

Lastly, works of piety and charity are infinitely better than 
indulgences, and yet they do not preach these with such 
display or so much zeal; nay, they keep silence about them 
for the sake of preaching pardons. And yet it is the first and 
sole duty of all bishops, that the people should learn the 
Gospel and Christian charity : for Christ nowhere commands 
that indulgences should be preached. What a dreadful thing 
it is then, what peril to a bishop, if, while the Gospel is passed 
over in silence, he permits nothing but the noisy outcry of 
indulgences to be spread among his people, and bestows more 
care on these than on the Gospel ! Will not Christ say to 
them : '' Straining at a gnat, and swallowing a camel '' ? 

Besides all this, most reverend Father in the Lord, in that 



TO THE NINETY-FIVE THESES 5 

instruction to the commissaries which has been put forth under 
the name of your most reverend Fatherhood it is stated — 
doubtless without the knowledge and consent of your most 
reverend Fatherhood — that one of the principal graces conveyed 
by indulgences is that inestimable gift of God, by which man 
is reconciled to God, and all the pains of purgatory are done 
away with ; and further, that contrition is not necessary for 
those who thus redeem souls or buy confessional licences. 

But what can I do, excellent Primate and most illustrious 
Prince, save to entreat your reverend Fatherhood, through the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to deign to turn on us the eye of fatherly 
care, and to suppress that advertisement altogether and impose 
on the preachers of pardons another form of preaching, lest 
perchance some one should at length arise who will put forth 
writings in confutation of them and of their advertisements, 
to the deepest reproach of your most illustrious Highness. It 
is intensely abhorrent to me that this should be done, and yet 
I fear that it will happen, unless the evil be speedily remedied. 

This faithful discharge of my humble duty I entreat that 
your most illustrious Grace will deign to receive in a princely 
and bishoplike spirit — that is, with all clemency — even as I 
offer it with a most faithful heart, and one most devoted to your 
most reverend Fatherhood, since I too am part of your flock. 
May the Lord Jesus keep your most reverend Fatherhood for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

From Wittemberg, on the eve of All Saints, in the year 
1517. 

If it so please your most reverend Fatherhood, you may look 
at these Disputations, that you may perceive how dubious a 
matter is that opinion about indulgences, which they dis- 
seminate as if it were most certain. 

To your most reverend Fatherhood, 

Mabtin Luther. 



THE NINETY-FIVE THESES 



DISPUTATION OF DB. MABTIN LUTHER CONCERNING 
PENITENCE AND INDULGENCES. 

In the desire and with the purpose of elucidating the truth, 
a disputation will be held on the underwritten propositions at 
Wittemberg, under the presidency of the Reverend Father 
Martin Luther, Monk of the Order of St. Augustine, Master of 
Arts and of Sacred Theology, and ordinary Reader of the same 
in that place. He therefore asks those who cannot be present 
and discuss the subject with us orally, to do so by letter in their 
absence. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1. Our Lord and Master Jesus Christ in saying : " Repent 
ye," ^ etc., intended that the whole life of believers should be 
penitence. 

2. This word cannot be understood of sacramental penance, 
that is, of the confession and satisfaction which are performed 
under the ministry of priests. 

3. It does not, however, refer solely to inward penitence; 
nay such inward penitence is naught, unless it outwardly 
produces various mortifications of the flesh. 

4. The penalty ^ thus continues as long as the hatred of self 
— that is, true inward penitence — continues ; namely, till our 

•, antrance into the kingdom of heaven. 

5. The Pope has neither the will nor the power to remit 
any penalties, except those which he has imposed by his own 
authority, or by that of the canons. 

6. The Pope has no power to remit any guilt, except by 
declaring and warranting it to have been remitted by God ; or 
at most by remitting cases reserved for himself; in which 
cases, if his power were despised, guilt would certainly remain. 

7. God never remits any man's guilt, without at the same 

* In the Latin, from the Vulgate, '* agite pcenitentiamf* sometimes translated 
^ Dopenance.** The effect of the following theses depends to some extent on 
the double meaning of *^ pcmiteniia^^ — penitence and penance. 

• Le. **FcBna,^* the connection between **p<xna" and ^^popnitevtia^^ being 
again suggestive. 
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time Bobjecting him, humbled iu all things, to the authority 
of his representative the priost- 

8. The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, 
and no burden ought to be imposed on the d)^ng, according to 
them. 

9. Hence the Holy Spirit acting in the Pope does well for us, 
in that, in his decrees, he always makes exception of the 
article of death and of necessity. 

10. Those priests act wrongly and unlearnedly, who. in the 
case of the dying, reserve the canonical penances for pur- 
gatory. 

11. Those tares about changing of the canonical penalty into 
the penalty of purgatory aeem surely to have been sown while 
the bishops were asleep. 

12. Formerly the canonical penalties were imposed not 
after, bnt before absolution, as tests of true contrition. 

13. The dying pay all penalties by death, and are already 
dead to the canon laws, and are by right relieved from them. 

14. The imperfect soundness or charity of a dying person 
necessarily brings with it great fear, and the less it is, the 
greater the fear it brings. 

15. This fear and horror is sufficient by itself, to say nothing 
of other things, to constitute the pains of purgatory, since it is 
very near to the horror of despair. 

16. Hell, purgatory, and heaven appear to differ as despair, 
almost despair, and peace of mind differ. 

17. With sonls in purgatory it seems that it must needs be 
that, as horror diminishes, so charity increases. 

18. Nor does it seem to be proved by any reasoning or any 
scriptures, that they are outside of the state of merit or of the 
increase of charity. 

19. Nor does this appear to be proved, that they are sure 
and confident of their own blessedness, at least all of them, 
though we may be very sure of it. 

20. Therefore the Pope, when he speaks of the plenary 
remission of all penalties, does not mean simply of all, hut 
only of those imposed by himself 

21. Thus those preachers of indulgences are in error who ' 
say that, by the indulgences of the Pope, a man is loosed and' 
saved from all punishment 
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22. For in fact he remits to sonls in purgatory no penalt y 
which they would have had to pay in this life according to the 
canons. 

23. If any entire remission of all penalties can be granted 
to any one, it is certain that it is granted to none but the most 
perfect, that is, to very few. 

24. Hence the greater part of the people must needs be 
deceived by this indiscriminate and high-sounding promise of 
release from penalties. 

25. Such power as the Pope has over purgatory in general, 
such has every bishop in his own diocese, and every curate in 
his own parish, in particular. 

26. The Pope acts most rightly in granting remission to 
souls, not by the power of the keys (which is of no avail in this 
case) but by the way of suflTrage. 

27. They preach man, who say that the soul flies out of 
purgatory as soon as the money thrown into the chest 
rattles. 

28. It is certain that, when the money rattles in the chest, 
avarice and gain may be increased, but the suffrage of the 
Church depends on the will of God alone. 

29. Who knows whether all the souls in purgatory desire to 
be redeemed from it, according to the story told of Saints 
Severinus and PaschaL 

80. No man is sure of the reality of his own contrition, much 
less of the attainment of plenary remission. '^ 

31. Bare as is a true penitent, so rare is one who truly buys 
indulgences — that is to say, most rare. ^ 

32. Those who believe that, through letters of pardon, they 
are made sure of their own salvation, will be eternally damned 
along with their teachers. 

83. We must especially beware of those who say that these 
pardons from the Pope are that inestimable gift of Grod by 
which man is reconciled to (rod. 

34. For the grace conveyed by these pardons has respect 
only to the penalties of sacramental satisfaction, which are of 
human appointment. 

35. They preach no Christian doctrine, who teach that 
contrition ia not necessary for those who buy souls out of 
pv confessional licences. 
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36. Every Christian who feels true compunction has of right 
plenary remission of pain and guilt, even without letters of 
pardon. 

37. Every true Christian, whether living or dead, has a share 
in all the benefits of Christ and of the Church, given him by 
God, even without letters of pardon. 

38. The remission, however, imparted by the Pope is by no 
means to be despised, since it is, as I have said, a declaration 
of the Divine remission. 

39. It is a most difficult thing, even for the most learned 
theologians, to exalt at the same time in the eyes of the people 
the ample effect of pardons and the necessity of true contrition. 

40. True contrition seeks and loves punishment ; while the 
ampleness of pardons relaxes it, and causes men to hate it, or 
at least gives occasion for them to do so. 

41. Apostolical pardons ought to be proclaimed with caution, 
lest the people should falsely suppose that they are placed 
before other good works of charity. 

42. Christians should be taught that it is not the mind of 
the Pope that the buying of pardons is to be in any way 
compared to works of mercy. 

43. Christians should be taught that he who gives to a poor 
man, or lends to a needy man, does better than if he bought 
pardons. 

44. Because, by a work of charity, charity increases, and the 
man becomes better ; while, by means of pardons, he does not 
become better, but only freer from punishment. 

45. Christians should be taught that he who sees any one in 
need, and, passing him by, gives money for pardons, is not 
purchasing for himself the indulgences of the Pope, but the 
anger of God. 

46. Christians should be taught that, unless they have 
superfluous wealth, they are bound to keep what is necessary 
for the use of their own households, and by no means to lavish 
it on pardons. 

47. Christians should be taught that, while they are free 
buy pardons, they are not commanded to do so. 

48. Christians should be taught that the Pope, in 
pardons, has both more need and more desire that d^^ 
should be made for him, than that money should li 
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49. Christians should be taught that the Pope's pardons are 
usefnl, if they do not put their trust in them, but most hurtful, 
if through them they lose the fear of God. 

50. Christians should be taught that, if the Pope were 
acquainted with the exactions of the preachers of pardons, 
he would prefer that the Basilica of St. Peter should be burnt 
to ashes, than that it should be built up with the skin, flesh, 
and bones of his sheep. 

51. Christians should be taught that, as it would be the 
duty, so it would be the wish of the Pope, even to sell, if 
necessary, the Basilica of St. Peter, and to give of his own 
money to very many of those from whom the preachers of 
pardons extract money. 

52. Vain is the hope of salvation through letters of pardon, 
even if a commissary — nay, the Pope himself — were to pledge 
his own soul for them. 

53. They are enemies of Christ and of the Pope, who, in order 
that pardons may be preached, condemn the word of God to 
utter silence in other churches. 

54. Wrong is done to the word of God when, in the same 
sermon, an equal or longer time is spent on pardons than 
on it. 

55. The mind of the Pope necessarily is that, if pardons, 
which are a very small matter, are celebrated with single bells, 
single processions, and single ceremonies, the Gospel, which is 
a very great matter, should be preached with a hundred bells, 
a hundred processions, and a hundred ceremonies. 

56. The treasures of the Church, whence the Pope grants 
indulgences, are neither sufficiently named nor known among 
the people of Christ. 

57. It is clear that they are at least not temporal treasures, 
for these are not so readily lavished, but only accumulated, by 
many of the preachers. 

58. Nor are they the merits of Christ and of the saints, for 
these, independently of the Pope, are always working grace 
to the inner man, and the cross, death, and hell to the outer 
man. 

59. St. Lawrence said that the treasures of the Church are 
the poor of the Church, but he spoke according to the use of 
the word in bis time. 
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II 



60. Wo are not speaking rashly when we say that the 
keys of tho Church, bestowed through the merits of Chriet, are 
that treasure, 

61. For it is clear that the power of the Pope is alone 
sufficient for the remisBion of penalties and of reBeryed cases. 

62. The true treasure of the Church is the Holy Gospel of 
the glory and grace of God. 

63. This treasure, however, la deservedly most hateful, 
because it mates the first to he last. 

64. While the treasure of indulgences is deservedly most 
acceptable, because it makes the last to be first. 

65. Hence the treasures of the Gospel ate nets, wherewith of 
old they fished for the men of riches. 

66. The treasures of indulgences are nets, wherewith they 
now fish for the riches of men. 

67. Those indulgences, which the preachers loudly proclaim 
to be the greatest graces, are seen to be truly such as regards 
the promotion of gain. 

68. Yet they are in reality in no degree to be compared to 
the grace of God and the piety of the cross, 

69. Bishops and curates are bound to receive the commissaries 
of apostolical pardons with all reverence. 

70. But they are still more bound to see to it with all their 
eyes, and take beed with all their ears, that these men do not 
preach their own dreams in place of the Pope's commission, 

71. He who speaks against the truth of apostolical pardons, 
let him be anathema and accursed. 

72. But he, on the other hand, who exerts himself against 
the wantonness and licence of speech of the preachers of 
pardons, let him be blessed. 

73. Ab the Pope justly thunders against those who use any 
kind of contrivance to the injury of the trat6c in pardons, 

74. Much more is it his intention to thunder against those 
who, under the pretext of pardous, use contrivances to the 
injury of holy charity and of truth. 

75. To think that Papal pardons have such power that they 
could absolve a man even if — by an impossibility — he had 
violated the Mother of God, is madness. 

76. We affirm on the contrary that Papal pardons cannot i 
take away even the least of venial sins, as regards its guilt. 
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77. The saying that, even if St. Peter were now Pope, he 
conld grant no greater graces, is blasphemy against St. Peter 
and the Pope. 

78. We affirm on the contrary that both he and any other 
Pope has greater graces to grant, namely, the Gospel, powers, 
gifts of healing, etc. (1 Cor. xii. 9.) 

79. To say that the cross set up among the inBignia of the 
Papal arms is of equal power with the cross of Christ, is 
blasphemy. 

80. Those bishops, curates, and theologians who allow such 
discourses to have currency among the people, will have to 
render an account. 

81. This licence in the preaching of pardons makes it no easy 
thing, even for learned men, to protect the reverence due to 
the Pope against the calumnies, or, at all events, the keen 
questionings of the laity. 

82. As for instance: — Why does not the Pope empty 
purgatory for the sake of most holy charity and of the supreme 
necessity of souls — this being the most just of all reasons — ^if 
he redeems an infinite number of souls for the sake of that 
most fatal thing money, to be spent on building a basilica — 
this being a very slight reason ? 

83. Again ; why do funeral masses and anniversary masses 
for the deceased continue, and why does not the Pope return, 
or permit the withdrawal of the funds bequeathed for this 
purpose, since it is a wrong to pray for those who are already 
redeemed ? 

84. Again ; what is this new kindness of God and the Pope, 
in that, for money's sake, they permit an impious man and an 
enemy of God to redeem a pious soul which loves God, and yet 
do not redeem that same pious and beloved soul, out of free 
charity, on account of its own need ? 

85. Again ; why is it that the penitential canons, long since 
abrogated and dead in themselves in very fact and not only 
by usage, are yet still redeemed with money, through the 
granting of indulgences, as if they were full of life ? 

86. Again ; why does not the Pope, whose riches are at this 
day more ample than those of the wealthiest of the wealthy, 
build the one Basilica of St. Peter with his own money, rather 

with that of poor believers ? 
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87. Again; what does the Pope remit or impart to those 
who, through perfect contrition, have a right to plenary re- 
mission and participation ? 

88. Again ; what greater good would the Church receive if 
the Pope, instead of once, as he does now, were to bestow these 
remissions and participations a hundred times a day on any one 
of the faithful ? 

89. Since it is the salvation of souls, rather than money, 
that the Pope seeks by his pardons, why does he suspend the 
letters and pardons granted long ago, since they are equally 
efficacious. 

90. To repress these scruples and arguments of the laity by 
force alone, and not to solve them by giving reasons, is to 
expose the Church and the Pope to the ridicule of their 
enemies, and to make Christian men unhappy. 

91. If then pardons were preached according to the spirit 
and mind of the Pope, all these questions would be resolved 
with ease ; nay, would not exist. 

92. Away then with all those prophets who say to the people 
of Christ : " Peace, peace," and there is no peace. 

93. Blessed be all those prophets, who say to the people of 
Christ : " The cross, the cross," and there is no cross. 

94. Christians should be exhorted to strive to follow Christ 
their head through pains, deaths, and hells. 

95. And thus trust to enter heaven through many tribulations, 
rather than in the security of peace. 

Protestation. 

I, Martin Luther, Doctor, of the Order of Monks at Wittem- 
berg, desire to testify publicly that certain propositions against 
pontifical indulgences, as they call them, have been put forth 
by me. Now although, up to the present time, neither this 
most celebrated and renowned school of ours, nor any civil or 
ecclesiastical power has condemned me, yet there are, as I hear, 
some men of headlong and audacious spirit, who dare to pro- 
nounce me a heretic, as though the matter had been thoroughly 
looked into and studied. But on my part, as I have often done 
before, so now too I implore all men, by the faith of Christ, 
either to point out to me a better way, if such a way has been 
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diyinely revealed to any, or at least to submit their opinion to 
the judgment of God and of the Church. For I am neither so 
rash as to wish that my sole opinion should be preferred to 
that of all other men, nor so senseless as to be willing that the 
word of God should be made to give place to lables, devised 
by human reason. 



THE THREE PRIMARY WORKS 



OF 



DR. MARTIN LUTHER. 



I. 

TO 



THE CHEISTIAN NOBILITY 



OP THB 



GERMAN NATION 



RESPECTING THE REFORMATION 



OP THE 



CHRISTIAN ESTATE. 



JESUS. 



( 17 ) 



DEDICATORY LETTER. 



-•o«- 



To the respected and worthy 

NICOLAUS VON AMSDORF, 

Licentiate in the Holy Scriptures and Canon of Wittenberg/ 

My particular and affectionate friend. 
Dr. MAETIN LUTHER. 

The Grace and Peace of God be with you ! Respected, worthy 
Sir and dear friend. 

The time for silence is gone and the time to speak has come, 
as we read in Ecclesiastes (iii. 7.) I have in conformity with 
our resolve put together some few points concerning the BefoV' 
mation of the Christian Estate^ with the intent of placing the 
same before the Christian Nobility of the Oerman Nation^ in 
case it may please God to help His Church by means of the 
laity, inasmuch as the clergy, whom this task rather befitted, 
have become quite careless. I send all this to your worship, 
to judge and to amend where needed. I am well aware that 
I shall not escape the reproach of taking far too much upon 
me, in presuming, insignificant as I am, to address such high 
estates on such weighty and great subjects ; as if there were no 
one iu the world but Dr. Luther, to have a care for Christi- 
anity, and to give advice to such wise people. 

Let who will blame me, I shall not offer any excuse. 
Perhaps I still owe God and the world another folly. This debt 
I have now resolved honestly to discharge, as well as may be, 
and to be court fool for once in my life : if I fail, I shall at any 
rate gain this advantage, that no one need buy me a fool's cap 
or shave my poll. But it remains to be seen which shall hang 

^ Nicolaus von Amsdoxf (1483-1565) was a colleague of Luther at the 
University of Wittenberg, and one of his most zealous fellow-workera in 
the cause of the Reformation. 
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the bells on the other. I must fulfil the proverb : When any- 
thing is to be done in the world, a monk must be in it, were 
it only as a painted figure. I suppose it has often happened 
that a fool has spoken wisely, and wise men have often done 
foolishly, as St. Paul says : " If any man among you seemeth 
to be wise in this world, let him become a fool, that he may be 
wise." (1 C!or. iii. 18.) 

Now, inasmuch as I am not only a fool, but also a sworn 
doctor of the Holy Scriptures, I am glad that I have an oppor- 
tunity of fulfilling my oath, just in this fool's way. I beg you 
to excuse me to the moderately wise : for I know not how to 
deserve the favour and grace of the supremely wise, which I 
have so often sought with much labour, but now for the future 
shall neither have nor regard. 

GU)d help us to seek not our glory, but His alone. Amen. 

From Wittenberg, in the monastery of St. Augustine, on the 
eve of St. John the Baptist, in the year 1520. 



JESUS. 



To his most Serene and Mighty Imperial Majesty, and to 
the Christian Nobility of the German Nation. 

Dr. MARTINUS LUTHER. 

The grace and might of God be with you. Most Serene 
Majesty ! most gracious, well beloved gentlemen ! 

It is not out of mere arrogance and perversity that I, a 
single poor man, have taken upon me to address your lord- 
ships. The distress and misery that oppress all the Christian 
estates, more especially in Germany, have led not only myself, 
but every one else, to cry aloud and to ask for help, and have 
now forced me too, to cry out and to ask, if God would give 
His Spirit to any one, to reach a hand to His wretched people. 
Councils have often put forward some remedy, but through the 
cunning of certain men it has been adroitly frustrated, and the 
evils have become worse ; whose malice and wickedness I will 
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now, by the help of God, expose, so that, being known, tliey may 
henceforth cease to be so obstnictive and injurions, God liaa 
given ns a yonng and noble eovereign,' and by this has roaaed 
hope in many hearts : now it is right that we too eboold do 
what we can, and make good nse of time and grace, 

I'be lirst thing that we mnst do is to consider tbe matter 
with great eamestneBS, and, whatever we attempt, not to tmst 
in onr own strength and wisdom alone, even if the powor of 
all the world were onre ; for God will not endnro that a good 
work should be began, trusting to our own strength and 
wisdom. He destroys it ; it is all naeless : as wo read in the 
xxxiii. Fsalm. " There is no king saved by the multitude of an 
host : a mighty man is not delivered by much strength." And 
T fear it is for that reason, that those beloved Princes, tbe 
Emperors Frederick, the First and the Second, and many other 
German Emperors were, in former times, so piteoualy spurned 
and oppressed by the Popes, though they were feared by all 
the world. Perchance they trusted rather in their own 
strength than in God ; therefore they could not but fall : and 
how would the sanguinary tyrant Julius II. have risen so 
high in our own days, but, that, I fear, France, the Germans 
and Venice trusted to themselves ? The children of Benjamin 
slew forty-two thousand Israelites, for this reason, that these 
trusted to their own strength. (Judges xx. etc.) 

That it may not happen thus to us and to our noble 
Emperor Charles, we must remember that in this matter we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers of 
the darkness of this world (Epb. vi. 12), who may fill the 
world with war and bloodshed, but cannot themselves be over- 
come thereby. We must renounce all confidence in our natural 
strength, and take the matter in hand with humble trust 
in God ; wo must seek God's help with earnest prayer, and 
have nothing before our eyes but the misery and wretchedness 
of Christendom, irrespective of what punishment the wicked 
may deserve. If we do not act thus, we may begin the game 
vrith great pomp ; bnt when we are well in it, the spirits of 
evil will make such confusion, that the whole world will be 
immersed in blood, and yet nothing be done. Therefore let 
act in the fear of God. and prudently. The greater the migU 
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of the foe, the greater is the misfortune, if we do not act in the 
fear of God, and with humility. As Popes and Somanists have 
hitherto, with the Devil's help, thrown Kings into confusion, 
so will they still do, if we attempt things with our own strength 
and skill, without God's help. 



I. 

The Three Walls op the Romanists. 

The Romanists have, with great adroitness, drawn three walls 
round themselves, with which they have hitherto protected 
themselves, so that no one could reform them, whereby all 
Christendom has fallen terribly- 

Firstly, if pressed by the temporal power, they have affirmed 
and maintained that the temporal power has no jurisdiction 
over them, but on the contrary that the spiritual power is 
above the temporal. 

Secondly, if it were proposed to admonish them with the 
Scriptures, they objected that no one may interpret the Scrip- 
tures but the Pope. 

Thirdly, if they are threatened with a Council, they pre- 
tend that no one may call a Council but the Pope. 

Thus they have secretly stolen our three rods, so that they 
may be unpunished, and entrenched themselves behind these 
three walls, to act with all wickedness and malice, as we now 
see. And whenever they have been compelled to call a 
Council, they have made it of no avail, by binding the Princes 
beforehand with an oath to leave them as they were. Besides 
this they have given the Pope full power over the arrange- 
ment of the Council, so that it is all one, whether we have 
many Councils, or no Councils, for in any case they deceive 
us with pretences and false tricks. So grievously do they 
tremble for their skin before a true, free Council; and thus 
they have overawed Kings and Princes, that these believe they 
would be oflfending God, if they were not to obey them in all 
such knavish, deceitful artifices. 

Now may God help us, and give us one of those trumpets, that 
overthrew the walls of Jericho, so that we may blow down 
these walls of straw and paper, and that we may set free our 
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Chriatian rods, for the chagtisement of eiii, uiid expose thi 
craft and deceit of the devil, so that we may amend ourBelvi 
by pmiishment and again obtain Gad's favour. 



27ie First Wiill. 

Let us, in the first pliice, attack the first wall. 

It has bi^en devised, that the I'opo, bit^hops, priests and 
monkfi are called the Spiritual Etitate ; Princes, lordti, artificers 
and peasants, are the Temporal Estate; which is a very fine,, 
hypocritical devica Bat let no one be made a&aid by it ; and 
that for this reason : That all Christians are truly of the 
Spiritual Estate, and there is no difference among them, save of 
office alone. As St. Paul says (1 Cor. sii.), we are all one 
body, though each member does its own work, to serve the 
others. This is becanse we have one baptism, one gospel, one 
faith, and are all Gliristians alike ; for baptism, gospel and 
faith, these alone make Spiritual and Christian people. 

As for the unction by a pope or a bishop, tonsure, ordi- 
nation, consecration, clothes differing from those of laymen — 
bU this may make a hypocrite or an anointed puppet, but nevor 
a Ghristtan, or a spiritual man. Thus we are all consecrated 
OS priests by baptism, as St. Peter says : *' Ye are a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation " (1 Peter ii. 9) ; and in the book of 
Itevelations : " and hast made na unto our God, kings and 
priests." (Egv. v. 10.) For, if wo had not a higher consecration 
in UB than Pope or bishop can give, no priest could ever 
made by the consecration of Pope or bishop ; nor could ho : 
the mess, or preach, or absolve. Therefore the bishop's con-] 
secration is jnst as if in the name of the whole congregation^ 
he took one person out of the community, each member 
which has equal power, and commanded him to exercise thia 
power for the re^t ; in the same way as if ten brothers, co-heirs 
as king's sons, were to ehooso one from among them to rule 
over their inheritance ; they would, all of them, still 
kings and have equal power, although one is ordered to goveriL 

And to pnt the matter even more plainly; If a liti 
company of pious Christian laymon wero taken prisonere 
carried away to a desert, and hod not among them a 
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consecrated by a bishop, and were there to agree to elect one 
of them, married or unmarried, and were to order him to 
baptize, to celebrate the mass, to absolve and to preach ; this 
man would as truly be a priest, as if all the bishops and all ' 
the Popes had consecrated him. That is why in cases of 
necessity every man can baptize and absolve, which would not 
be possible if we were not all priests. This great grace 
and virtue of baptism and of the Christian Estate, they have 
almost destroyed and made us forget by their ecclesiastical law. 
In this way the Christians used to choose their bishops 
and priests out of the community ; these being afterwards 
confirmed by other bishops, without the pomp that we have 
now. So was it that St. Augustine, Ambrose, Cyprian, wore 
bishops. 

Since then the temporal power is baptized as we are, and 
has the same faith and gospel, we must allow it to be priest 
and bishop, and account its office an office that is proper and 
useful to the Christian community. For whatever issues 
from baptism, may boast that it has been consecrated priest, 
bishop, and Pope, although it does not beseem everyone to 
exercise these offices. For, since we are all priests alike, no 
man may put himself forward, or take upon himself, without 
our consent and election, to do that which we have all alike 
power to do. For, if a thing is common to all, no man may take 
it to himself without the wish and command of the community. 
And if it should happen that a man were appointed to one 
of these offices and deposed for abuses, he would be just 
what he was before. Therefore a priest should be nothing 
in Christendom but a functionary; as long as he holds his 
office, he has precedence of others ; if he is deprived of it, he 
is a peasant and a citizen like the rest. l!!herefore a priest 
is verily no longer a priest after deposition. But now they 
have invented characteres iiidelebileSy^ and pretend that a priest 
after deprivation still differs from a simple layman. They 
even imagine that a priest can never be anything but a priest, 
that is, that he can never become a layman. All this is 
nothing but mere talk and ordinance of human invention. 

* In accordance with a doctrine of the Roman Catholic Church the act of 
ordination impresses upon the priest an indelible character ; so that he im- 
mutably retains the sacred dignity of priesthood. 
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It follows then, that between layman and priests, princes 
and bishops, or as tliey call it, between spiritnal and temporal 
persons, the only real difference is ono of office and function, 
and not of estate : for they are all of the Batne Spiritnal 
Estate, trne priests, bishops and Popes, though their functions 
are not the same : jnst as among priests and monks every 
man has not the same fnuctions. And this St. Paul says 
(Bom. xii. ; 1 Cor. xii.) and St. Peter (I Peter ii.) ; " wo being 
many are one body in Christ, and every one members one of 
another." Christ's body is not double or twofold, one temporal, 
the other spiritnal. Ee is one head, and he has one body. 

We see then that jnst as those that we call spiritual, or 
priests, bishops or popes, do not differ from other Christians in 
any other or higher degree, bnt in that they are to bo concerned 
with the word of God, and the sacraments — that being their 
work and office — in the same way the temporal authorities hold 
the sword and the rod in their hands to punish the wicked and 
to protect the good. A cobbler, a smith, a peasant, every loan 
has the office and function of his calling, and yet all aliW are 
consecrated priests and bishops, and every niao in his office 
mast be aseful and beneficial to the rest, that bo many kinds 
of work may all be anited into one community : just as the 
members of the body all serve one another. 

Now see, what a (.'hristian doctrine is this ; that the temporal 
authority is not above the clergy, and may not punish it. This 
, is, as if one were to say, the hand may not help, though the eye 
' is in grievous suffering. Is it not nunatural, not to say un- 
christian, that one member may not help another, or guard it 
f^inst harm ? Nay, the nobler the member, the more the rest 
are bound to help it. Therefore I say : forasmuch as the tem- 
poral power has been ordained by God for the punishment 
of the bad, and the protection of the good, therefore we must 
let it do its duty throughout the whole Christian body, with- 
out respect of persons : whether it strike popes, biBhops, priests, 
monks, or nuns. If it were sufficient reason for fettering the 
temporal power that it is inferior among the offices of ChriBti-n" 
anity to the offices of priest or confessor, or to the spiritn 
estate — if this were so, then we ought to restrain tall 
cobblers, masons, carpenters, cooks, servants, peasants, and fl 
secular workmen, from pro^-iding the Pope, or bishops. 
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and monks, with shoea, clothes, honaes or victnala, or from payii 
thorn tithes. But if these laymen are allowed to do their woi 
■without restraint, what do the Homauist scribes mean by thi 
laws ? They mean that they withdraw themselves from 
operation of temporal Christian power, simply in order thi 
they may bo free to do evil, and thus fulfil what St. Pel 
said: "There shall be false teachers among you, 
through oovetousnesa shall they with feigned words mi 
merchandize of you." (2 Peter ii. 1, etc.) 

Therefore the temporal Christiaa power must exercise i< 
office without let or hindrance, without considering whom it 
may strike, whether pope, or bishop, or priest : whoever ia gnilty 
let him suffer for it. Whatever the ecclesiastical law says u 
opposition to this, ia merely the invention of Romanist arw 
gauce. For this is what St. Paul says to all Christians i ' 
every soul " (1 presume including the Popes) " bo subject 
the higher powers : for he beareth not the sword in vain : for 
be is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him 
that doeth evil." (Eom. xiii. 1-4.) Also St, Peter: "Submit 
yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake 
for 80 is the will of God." (1 Peter ii. 13, 15.) He has 
said, that men would come, who ahould despise govemmt 
(2 Peter ii.) ; as has come to pass through ecclesiastical law. 

Now I imagine, the first paper wall ia overthrown, 
aa the temporal power haa become a member of the Cbrisl 
body, and although ita work relates to the body, yet does a 
belong to the spiritual estate. Therefore it must do its dal 
without let or hindrance upon all members of the whole bod] 
to punish or urge, as guilt may deserve, or need may requii 
without respect of Pope, bishops or priests; let them thi'eal 
or exconmiuuicato as they will. That ia why a guilty priest 
deprived of his priesthood before being given over to the 
secular arm ; whereas this would not be right, if the secular 
Bword had not authority over him already by divine ordinance. 

It is, indeed, past bearing that the spiritual law ahould esteem 
BO highly the liberty, life and propcrtyof the clergy, as if laymen 
were not as good spiritual Christians, or not equally members 
of the Church. Why should your body, life, goods, and honour 
he free and not mine, seeing that wc are equal as Christians, and 
have received alike baptism, faith, spirit and all things ? If a 
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priest is killed, the coimtry is laid under an interdict : ' why 
not also if a peasant is killed ? Whence comes all this differ- 
euce among eqnal Christiana? Simply from hnmau laws andi 
inventions. 

It can have been no good spirit, that devised these exceptiona, 
and made sin to go nnpunishcd. For, if as Christ and the 
Apostles bid us, it is onr duty to oppose the evil one, and all 
hifi TTorks and words, and to drive him away as well as may 
be ; how then ahould wo look on in silence, when the Pope and 
his followers are guilty of devilish works and words ? Are wo 
for the sake of men to allow the commandments and the truth 
of God to ho defeated, which at our baptism we vowed to 
support with body and soul ? Tnily we should have to answer 
for all souls that are thus led away into error. 

Therefore it must have been the arehdcvil himself who said, 
aa we read in the ecclesiaBtical law : If the Pope were ao 
perniciously wicked, as to be dragging souls in crowds to the 
devil, yet he could not be deposed. This is the accursed anC 
de\*ilish foundation on which they build at Rome, and think] 
that the whole world is to he allowed to go to the devil, rather; 
than they should be opposed in their knavery. If a man wet» 
to escape punishment simply because he is above the rest, then 
DO Christian might punish another, since Christ has com- 
manded each of us to esteem himself the lowest and tbftj 
humblest. (Matt, sviii. 4 ; Lnke ii, 48.) 

Where there is sin, there remains no avoiding the punish* 
ment, as St, Gregory says : Wo aro all equal, but guilt makes 
one subject to another. Now see, how they deal vnth Christ- 
endom, depriving it of its freedom without any warrant from 
the Boriptures, out of their own wickedness, whereas God and 
the Apostles made them subject to the secular sword ; ao that 
we must fear, that it is the work of Antichrist, or a sign of hie 
near approach. 

The Second Wall 
The second wall is even more tottering and weak : 1 
they alone pretend to he considered masters of the Scriptni 

' By ihe InUrdkl, ox geoeral extciramunicatiijn, ivtiole fomilrieii, districtd 
or towns, Vfero deprived of nil die spiritual benefits of the Cburch, i 
ne iliTine service, ite administering of the SBcramcntn, etc. 
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although they learn nothing of them aU their life, they assume 
authority, and juggle before us with impudent words, saying that 
the Pope cannot err in matters of faith, whether he be evil or 
good ; albeit they cannot prove it by a single letter. That is 
why the canon law contains so many heretical and unchristian, 
nay, unnatural laws; but of these we need not speak now. 
For whereas they imagine the Holy Ghost never leaves them, 
however unlearned and wicked they may be, they grow bold 
enough to decree whatever they like. But were this true, 
where were the need and use of the Holy Scriptures ? Let us 
burn them, and content ourselves with the unlearned gentlemen 
at Kome, in whom the Holy Ghost dwells, who however can 
dwell in pious souls only. If I had not read it, I could liever 
have believed, that the Devil should have put forth such follies 
at Borne and find a following. 

But not to fight them with our own words, we will quote 
the Scriptures. St. Paul says : " If anything be revealed to 
another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace." (1 Cor. 
xiv. 30.) What would be the use of this commandment, if we 
were to believe him alone that teaches or has the highest seat ? 
Christ Himself ^ays : " And they shall be all taught of God." 
(St. John vi. 45.) Thus it may come to pass that the Pope and 
his followers are wicked and not true Christians, and not being 
taught by God, have no true understanding, whereas a common 
man may have true understanding. Why should we then not 
follow him ? Has not the Pope often erred ? Who could help 
Christianity, in case the Pope errs, if we do not rather believe 
another, who has the Scriptures for him ? 

Therefore it is a wickedly devised fable, and they cannot 
quote a single letter to confirm it, that it is for the Pope 
alone to interpret the Scriptures or to confirm the interpreta- 
tion of them : they have assumed the authority of their own 
selves. And though they say, that this authority was given 
to St. Peter when the keys were given to him, it is plain 
enough that the keys were not given to St. Peter alone, but 
to the whole community. Besides, the keys were not ordained 
for doctrine or authority, but for sin, to bind or loose ; and 
what they claim besides this is mere invention. But what 
Christ said to St. Peter : " I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not" (St. Luke xxii. 32), cannot relate to the 
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Pope, iiiasiniich as there have been many Popes without 
fiiith, as tliey are thetnBelres forced to acknowledge. Nor did 
Cliriat pray for Peter alone, but for all the Apustles and all 
Christians, ns He says, " Neither pray I for these alone, bnt for 
them also whith shall believe on me throngh their word." 
(St. John xvii.) Is not this plain euoagh ? 

Only consider the matter. They mast needs acknowledge 
that there are pious Christians among ns, that have the tme 
faith, spirit, understanding, word, and mind of Christ ; why then 
should we reject their word and understanding, and follow a 
Pope who has neither understanding nor Spirit ? Snrely this 
vere to deny onr whole faith and the Christian Church. 
"Moreover, if the article of onr faith is right : / believe in the 
ndif Christian Church, the Pope cannot alone be right; else 
we must say : / belii-ve in the Pope of Ronie, and reduce the 
Christian Church to one man, which is a devilish and damnable 
heresy. BesidE^ that, we are all priests, aa I have said, and have 
all one faith, one gospel, one sacrament ; how then should we 
not have the power of discerning and judging what is right 
or wrong in matters of faith ? What becomes of .St. Fanl's 
words : " But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he 
himself ia judged of no man " (1 Cor, ii. 15) ; and also, " we 
ha^-ing the same spirit of faith." (2 Cor. iv. 13.) Why then 
ahoold we not perceive as well as an nnbelieving Pope, what 
agrees, or disagrees with onr faith ? 

By these and many other texts we should gain conrage 
and freedom, and should not let the spirit of liberty (as 
St. Paul has it) he frightened away by the inventions of the 
Popes ; we should boldly judge what they do and what they 
leave undone, by our own understanding of the .Scriptures, and 
force them to follow the better understanding, and not their 
own. Did not Abraham in old days have to obey his Sarah, 
who was in stricter bondage to him than we are to any one 
on earth ? Tbns too Balaam's aas was wiser than the prophet. 
If God spoke by an ass against a prophet, why should He not 
speak by a pious man against the Pope ? Besides 
withstood St. Peter as being in error. (Gal. ii.) 
it behoves every Christian to aid the faith by understa 
and defending it, and by condemning all errors. 
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The Third WaH. 

The third wall falls of itself, as soon as the first two haTe 
fallen; for if the Pope acts contrary to the Scriptures, we 
are bound to stand by the Scriptures, to punish and to con- 
strain him, according to Christ's commandment; '^Moreover 
if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him 
his fault between thee and him alone : if he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, 
then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two 
or three witnesses every word may be established. And if he 
shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church : but if he 
neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen 
man and a publican." (St. Matt, xyiii. 15-17.) Here each 
member is commanded to take care for the other ; much more 
then should we do this, if it is a ruling member of the com- 
munity that does eyil, which by its eyil doing, causes great 
harm and offence to the others. If then I am to accuse him 
before the church, I must collect the church together. More- 
over they can show nothing in the Scriptures giving the Pope 
sole power to call and confirm councils ; they have nothing but 
their own laws ; but these hold good only so long as they are 
not injurious to Christianity and the laws of God. Therefore, 
if the Pope deserves punishment, these laws cease to bind us, 
since Christendom would suffer, if he were not punished by a 
council. Thus we read (Acts xv.), that the council of the 
Apostles was not called by St. Peter, but by all the Apostles and 
the elders. But if the right to call it had lain with St. Peter 
alone, it would not have been a Christian council, but a 
-^ heretical coneih'abulum. Moreover the most celebrated Nicene 
Council was neither called nor confirmed by the Bishop of 
Bome, but by the Emperor Constantino; and after him 
many other Emperors have done the same, and yet the 
councils called by them were accounted most Christian. 
But if the Pope alone had the power, they must all have 
been heretical. Moreover if I consider the councils that the 
Pope has called, I do not find that they produced any notable 
results. 

Therefore when need requires and the Pope is a cause of 
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offence to CbriBteudoni, in tbese cases whoever can best do bo, 
as a faitliful member of tbe whole body, mnat do what he can 
to prooure a tme free council. This no one can do so well as 
tbe temporal authorities, especially since tbey are fellow- 
Christiana, fellow-priests, sharing one spirit, and one power 
in all things ; and since they should exercise the office that 
they have received from God without hindrance, whenever 
it is necessary and oBcfal that it should be exercised. Would 
it not be most unnatural, if a fire were to brealc out in a 
city, and everyone were to keep still and let it burn on and I 
on, whatever might be burnt, simply because they had not 
the mayor's authority, or because the fire perhaps broke 
ont at the mayor's house ? Is not every citizen bound in 
this case to rouse and call in the rest? How much more | 
should this be done in the spiritual city of Christ, if a fire 
of offence breaks out, eitlier at the Pope's government or i 
wherever it may ! The like happens if an enemy attacks a 
town. The first to rouso np the rest earns glory and i 
thanks. Why then should not be earn glory that announcea ' 
tbe coming of our enemies from hell, and rouses aud summons , 
all Christians ? 

But as for their boasts of their authority, that no one must 
oppose it. this is idle talk. No one in Christendom has any I 
authority to do harm, or to forbid others to prevent harm being 
done. There is no authority in the Church but for reformation. 
Therefore if the Pope wished to use bis power to prevent tbe 
calling of a free council, bo as to prevent the reformation of the 
Church, we mnstnot respect him or bis power; and if be should 
begin to excommunicate and fulminate, we must despise this as 
tbe ravings of a madman, and trusting in God, excommunicate i 
and repel him, as best we may. For this his usurped power is I 
nothing ; he does not possess it, and be is at once overthrown { 
by a text from tbe Sc^^iptu^es. For St. Paul says to the ] 
Corinthians, " That God has given us authority for edification , 
and not for destruction." (2 Cor. x. 8.) Who will set this , 
text at naught ? It is the power of tbe Devil and of Anti- 
christ that prevents what would serve for the reformation c 
Christendom. Therefore we must not follow it, but oppose 
it with our body, our goods and all that we have. And t 
a miracle were to happen in favour of the Pope, agaiu 
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the temporal power, or if some were to be stricken by a 
plague, as they sometimes boast has happened : aU this is to 
be held as having been done by the Devil, for our want 
of faith in God, as was foretold by Christ : " There shaU 
arise false Ghrists, and false prophets, and shall shew great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect " (Matt. xxiv. 23) ; and St. Paul 
tells the Thessalonians that the coming of Antichrist shall be 
'' after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying 
wonders." (2 Thess. ii. 9.) 

Therefore let us hold fast to this : that Christian power can 
do nothing against Christ, as St. Paul says : '^ for we can do 
nothing against Christ, but for Christ." (2 Cor. xiii. 8.) But, 
if it does anything against Christ, it is the power of Anti- 
christ and the Devil, even if it rained and hailed wonders 
and plagues. Wonders and plagues prove nothing, especially in 
these latter evil days, of which false wonders are foretold in all 
the Scriptures. Therefore we must hold fast to the words of 
God with an assured faith ; then the Devil will soon cease his 
wonders. 

And now I hope we have laid the false, lying spectre with 
which the Bomanists have long terrified and stupefied our con- 
sciences. And we have shown that, like all the rest of us, they 
are subject to the temporal sword ; that they have no authority 
to interpret the Scriptures by force without skill ; and that they 
have no power to prevent a council, or to pledge it in accordance 
with their pleasure, or to bind it beforehand, and deprive it of 
its freedom ; and that if they do this, they are verily of the 
fellowship of Antichrist and the Devil, and have nothing of 
Christ but the name. 
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Of tub MaTTESS to be CoNSIDEttED IS THE CaUNCtLS. 

Let mt DOW consider the matters which should be treated 
the conncils, and with which popes, cardinals, bishops, and 
learned men should occupy themselves day and night, if they 
loved Christ and His Church. But if they do not do so, the 
people at large and the temporal powers must do so, without 
considering the thunders of their excommunications. For an 
oDJost excommunication is better than ten just absolutions, and 
iin unjust ahsolation is worse than ten just excommunications. 
Therefore let ue rouse ourselves, fellow-Germans, and fear God 
more than man, that we be not answerable for all the poor 
that are so miserably lost through the wicked, devilish govera- 
mont of the Romaniets, through which also the dominion of thi 
Devil grows day by day ; if indeed this hellish government cam 
grow any worse, which for my part I can neither conceive noti 
believe. 

1. It is a distressing and terrible thing to see that the^ 
head of Christendom, who boasts of being the Vicar 
Christ and the successor of St. Peter, lives in a worldly pomp 
that no king or emperor can equal : so that in him that calls 
himself most holy and most spiritual, there is more worldlini 
than in the world itself, He wears a triple crown, whereas 
the mightiest kings only wear one crown. If this resembles the 
poverty of Christ and St. Poter, it is a new sort of resemblance. 
They prate of its being hereticjil to object to this; nay, they 
will not even hear how unchristian and ungodly it is. But I 
think that if he should have to pray to Qod with tears, he 
would hove to lay down his crowns ; for God will not endnre 
any arrogance. His office should be nothing else than to weep 
and pray constantly for Christendom, and to be an example of j 
all homility. 

However this may he, this pomp is a stumbling-hlockj 
the Pope, for the very salvation of his soul, ought to put it offj 
for St. Paul says : " Abstain from all appearance of 
(1 ThesB. v. 21); and again: "Provide things honest i 
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sight of all men." (2 Cor. yiii. 21.) A simple mitre would be 
enough for the Pope : wisdom and sanctity should raise him 
above the rest ; the crown of pride he should leaye to Anti- 
christ, as his predecessors did for some hundreds of years. 
They say : He is the ruler of the world. This is false ; for 
Christ, whose yice-gerent and vicar he claims to be, said to 
Pilate : " My kingdom is not of this world." (John xviii. 36.) 
But no vice-gerent can have a wider dominion than his Lord. 
Nor is he a vice-gerent of Christ in His glory, but of Christ 
crucified, as St. Paul says : " For 1 determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified " 
(2 Cor. ii. 2) ; and (Phil. ii. 7) : " Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus ; who made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon himself the form of a servant." 
(Phil. ii. 5, 7.) Again (1 Cor. i.) : " We preach Christ cruci- 
fied." Now they make the Pope a vice-gerent of Christ 
exalted in heaven, and some have let the Devil rule them so 
thoroughly, that they have maintained that the Pope is above 
the angels in heaven, and has power over them; which is 
precisely the true work of the true Antichrist. 

2. What is the use in Christendom of the people called 
" Cardinals " ? I will tell you. In Italy and Germany there are 
many rich convents, endowments, fiefs and benefices, and as 
the best way of getting these into the hands of Bome, they 
created cardinals, and gave them the sees, convents, and 
prelacies, and thus destroyed the service of God. That is why 
Italy is almost a desert now : the convents are destroyed, the 
sees consumed, the revenues of the prelacies and of all the 
churches drawn to Rome ; towns are decayed ; the country and 
the people ruined, while there is no more any worship of Gt)d 
or preaching; why? Because the cardinals must have all 
the wealth. No Turk could have thus desolated Italy and 
overthrown the worship of God. 

Now that Italy is sucked dry, they come to Germany and 
begin very quietly ; but we shall see, that Germany is soon to 
be brought into the same state as Italy. We have a few 
cardinals already. What the Bomanists mean thereby the 
drunken Germans * are not to see until they have lost every- 

* The epithet " dninken " was formerly often applied by the Italians to the 
Germans. 
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thing— bishoprics, convents, benefices, fiefs, even to their last! 
farthing. Antichrist mast take the riches of the earth, as it 
ia written. (Dan. xi. 8, 39, 43.) They begin by taking off the 
cream of the hiahoprica, convente, and fiefs ; and aa they do 
not dare to destroy everything as they have done in Italy, 
they employ such holy cunning to join together ten or twenty 
prelacies, and take sach it portion of each, annnally, that the 
total amounts to a considerable sum. The priory of Wurzburg 
gives one thousand guilders, those of Bamberg, Mayence, Treves 
and others also contribute. In this way they collect oqq 
thousand 'or ten thousand guilders, in order that a cardinal' 
may live at Rome in a state like that of a wealthy monarch. 

After we have gained this, we will create thirty or fortyi 
cardinals on one day, and give one St. Michael's Mount,' nea? 
Bamberg, and likewise the see of Wiirzburg, to which belong 
some rich benefices, until the churches and the cities arei 
desolated ; and then we shall say : We are the vicars of Christ, 
the shepherds of Christ's Oocks ; those mad, drunken Germans 
must submit to it. I advise, however, that there be made fewer 
cardinals, or that the Pope should have to support them out 
of his own purse. It woiild be amply sufficient, if there werD 
twelve, and if each of them had an annnal income of ona' 
thousand guilders. What has brought us Germans to such a' 
pass, that we have to suiTer this robbery and this destruction! 
of onr property by the Pope? If the kingdom of Francsl 
has resisted it, wliy do we Germans suffer ourselves to bo' 
fooled and deceived ? It would be more endurable, if they did 
nothing but rob na of our property ; but they destroy the 
church and deprive Christ's flock of their good shepherds, and 
overthrow the service and word of God. Even if there were. 
no cardinals at all, the Church would not perish ; for theyl 
do nothing for the good of Christendom ; all they do is tOi 
bargain and traffic in prelacies and bishoprics; which any 
robber ccmld do as well. 

3. If we took away ninety-nine parts of the Pope's couri 
and only left one hundredth, it would still be large enough 
to answer questions on matters of belief. Now there is such 
a swarm of vermin at Kome, all called Papal, that Babylon 

' Litther alludes here to tiie BcDcdlctiuo coDveat btanilinj^ ou [1 
lienj, or St. Miuhael'B Mount. 
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itself never saw the like. There are more than three thoosand 
Papal secretaries alone ; but who shall connt the other o£Sce- 
bearers, since there are so many offices that we can scarcely 
connt them, and all waiting for German benefices, as wolves 
wait for a flock of sheep ? I think Germany now pays more 
to the Pope, than it formerly paid the Emperors ; nay, some 
think more than three hundred thousand guilders are sent 
from Germany to Rome every year, for nothing whatever ; and 
in return we are scoffed at and put to shame. Do we still 
wonder why princes, noblemen, cities, foundations, convents 
and people are poor ? We should rather wonder that we have 
anything left to eat. 

Now that we have got well into our game, let us pause 
awhile and show that the Germans are not such fools, as not 
to perceive or understand this Romish trickery. I do not here 
complain, that God's commandments and Christian justice are 
despised at Rome; for the state of things in Christendom, 
especially at Rome, is too bad for us to complain of such high 
matters. Nor do I even complain that no account is taken 
of natural or secular justice and reason. The mischief lies 
still deeper. I complain that they do not observe their own 
fabricated canon law, though this is in itself rather mere 
tyranny, avarice and worldly pomp, than a law. This we 
shall now show. 

Long ago the Emperors and Princes of Germany allowed the 
Pope to claim the annates ^ from all German benefices ; that is, 
half of the first year's income from every benefice. The object 
at this concession was that the Pope should collect a fund with 
all this money, to fight against the Turks and infidels, and to 
protect Christendom, so that the nobility should not have 
to bear the burden of the struggle alone, and that the priests 
should also contribute. The Popes have made such use of 
this good simple piety of the Germans, that they have taken 
this money for more than one hundred years, and have now 
made of it a regular tax and duty ; and not only have they 
accumulated nothing, but they have founded out of it many 
posts and offices at Rome, which are paid by it yearly, as out 
of a settled rent. 

^ The duty of jmying annates to the Pope was established by John XXII. 
in 1318. 
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Whenever there ia any pretence of figliting the Turks, they 
aend out some commission for collecting money, and often send 
oitt indolgenceB under the same pretext of fighting tlie Turks. 
They think we Germans will always remain such great and in- 
veterate fools, that we will go on giving money to satisfy their 
nnspeakahle greed, though we see plainly that neither annalea 
nor absolution money, nor any other — not one farthing— goes 
againet the Turks, but all goes into the bottomleHs sack. They 
lie and deceive, form and make covenants vrith ns of whichv 
they do not mean to keep one jot. And all this is done iiM 
the holy name of Christ and St. Peter. ■ 

This being ao, the German nation, the bishopa and princes, 
should remember that they are Christiana, and should defend 
the people, who are committed to their government and pro- 
tection in temporal and spjritnal affairs, from theae ravenous 
wolves in sheep's clothing, that profess to be shepherds and 
rulers ; and since the anntUes are so shamefully abused, and the 
covenants concerning them not carried out, they should not 
suffer their lands and people to be so pitoously and unrighteously 
Rayed and ruined ; but by an imperial or a national law they 
should either retain the annates in the country, or abolish 
them altogether. For since they do not keep to the cove- 
nants, they have no right to the annates ; therefore bishops 
and princes are bound to punish this thievery and robbery, or 
prevent it, as justice demands. And herein should we assist and 
strengthen the Pope, who is perchance too weak to prevent this 
scandal by himself ; or, if bo wishes to protect or support . 
it, restrain and oppose him as a wolf and tyrant ; for he lias i 
authority to do evil or to protect evil-doers. Even if it were| 
proposed to collect any such treasure for use against tlu 
Tnrks, we should be wise in future, and remember that th< 
G-erman nation is more fitted to take charge of it than I 
Pope, seeing that the German nation hy itself is able 
provide men enough, if the money is forthcoming. This mattera 
of the anntUes is lite many other Romish pretexts. 

Moreover the year has been divided among the Pope and! 
the ruling bishops and foundations, in such wise, that the I 
has taken every other month — six in all — to give away thi 
benefices that fall in bis month; in this way almost all I 
benefices are drawn into the hands of Home, and especia 
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the best livings and dignities. And those that once fall into 
the hands of Borne never come ont again, even if they never 
again fall vacant in the Pope's month. In this way the founda- 
tions come very short of their rights, and it is a downright 
robbery, by which it is intended that nothing of them should be 
left. Therefore it is now high time to abolish the Pope's 
months and to take back again all that has thereby fallen 
into the hands of Bome. For all the princes and nobles should 
insist, that the stolen property shall be returned, the thieves 
punished, and that those who abuse their powers shall be 
deprived of them. If the Pope can make a law on the day after 
his election, by which he takes our benefices and livings to 
wTiich he has no right ; the Emperor Charles should so much 
the more have a right to issue a law for all Germany on the 
day after his coronation,^ that in future no livings and benefices 
are to fall to Home by virtue of the Pope's month, but that 
those that have so fallen are to be freed and taken from the 
Bomish robbers. This right he possesses by his office in 
virtue of his temporal sword. 

But the see of avarice and robbery at Bome is unwilling to 
wait for the benefices to fall in one after another by means of 
the Pope's month ; and in order to get them into its insatiable 
maw, as speedily as possible, they have devised the plan of taking 
Uvings and benefices in three other ways : 

First, if the incumbent of a free living' dies at Bome or on 
his way thither, his living remains for ever the property of the 
see of Bome, or I rather should say, the see of robbers, though 
they will not let us call them robbers, although no one has ever 
seen or read of such robbery. 

Secondly, if a servant of the Pope, or of one of the cardinals, 
takes a living, or if having a living he becomes a servant of 
the Pope or of a cardinal, the living remains with Bome. But 
who can count the servants of the Pope and his cardinals, seeing 
that if he goes out riding, he is attended by three or four 
thousand mule-riders ; more than any king or emperor. For 
Christ and St. Peter went on foot; in order that their vice- 
gerents might indulge the better in all manner of pomp. 
Besides, their avarice has devised and invented this, that in 

* At tbo time when the above was written — June 1520 — the Emperor 
Charles had been elected, but not yet crowned. 
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foreign conntriea also there are many called papal Bervante, aa 
Borne : bo tbat in all parts this single crafty little word " pa] 

vant " brings all benefices to the Chair of Rome and thoy 
kept there for ever. Are not these miscbievonB. devilish 
ivices ? Lot as only wait awhile. Mayence, Magdeburg, and 
Halberstadt will fall very nicely to Rome, and wo shall have 
to pay dearly for onr cardinal,' Hereafter, all the German 
bishops will be made cardinals, so that there shall remain 
nothing to onrselves. 

Thirdly, whenever there is any dispute about a benefice 

this is, I think, well-nigh the broadest and commoDest road 

fhich benefices are brought to Bume. For where there is 

ipnt« numberless knaves can be found at Borne, who are rei 

scrape up disputes, and attack livings wherever they like. 
,y many a good priest loses his living, or has to buy 
the dispute for a time with a sum of money. These benefici 
confiscated by right or wrong of dispnte, are to be for ever tl 
property of the see of Rome. It would be no wonder, if God' 
were to rain sulphur and flro from heaven and cast Rome down 
into the pit, as he did formerly to Sodom and Gomorrah. What 
is the nae of a Pope in Christendom, if the only use made of his 
power is to commit these supreme villainies under his protection 
and assistance ? noble princes and sirs, how long will you 
niffer your lands and your people to be the prey of tht 
Krening wolves ? 

KBnt these tricks did not suffice, and Bishoprics were 
Bow in falling into the power of Boman avarice. Accordingly 
ftr good friend Avarice made the discovery that all Bishoprics 
Kb abroad in name only ; but that tboir land and soil is at 
WHue ; from this it follows, that no bishop may be confirmed 
■ntil he has bought the "Pall"* for a large sum, and has 

■• Luther alludes here to the Archbi«liop Albert of Mayenco, who was, 
bdiles, Arclil'ishoii of Magdebiu^, and adminiatrator of the binhopric of 
Hid)i«rHtiidt. In order lo be able lu defray the expense of the ArchiepiDCOpal 
^h diie to Borne, amoimting to 30,000 guilders, be hod farmed the Bale of 
H) Pope's indulf^ences — einpluyug the notorious Tetzel ns his agent, and 
Wring the profits with the Pojio. In 1618 Albert was appointed Cardinal. 
Ua haiike : DentKhe GackichCe, 3k. i voL i. p. 309, &c. 

V llie Palliam was since the fourth ecntuiy the syrabol of archiepiiicoprtj 
Birer, and hud to be redeemed from the Pope b; means of a large suta 4(l 
Htier and a solemn oath of obolicnce, jH 

■ ° ''■ * 
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with a terrible oath bonnd himself a senrant of the Pope. 
That is why no bishop dare oppose the Pope. This was the 
object of the oath, and this is how the wealthiest bishoprics 
have come to debt and ruin. Mayence, I am told, pays 20,000 
guilders. These are tme Boman tricks, it seems to me. It 
is tme that they once decreed in the canon law, that the 
Pall should be given free, the number of the Pope's servants 
diminished, disputes made less frequent, that foundations and 
bishops should enjoy their liberty ; but all this brought them 
no money. They have, therefore, reversed all this : bishops and 
foundations have lost all their power ; they are mere cyphers, 
without office, authority or function ; all things are regulated by 
the chief knaves at Bome ; even the offices of sextons and 
bell-ringers in all churches. All disputes are transferred 
to Bome; each one does what he will, strong in the Pope's 
protection. 

What has happened in this very year? The bishop of 
Strasburg, wishing to regulate his see in a proper way and 
reform it in the matter of divine service, published some divine 
and Christian ordinances for that purpose. But our worthy 
Pope and the holy Chair at Bome overturns altogether this holy 
and spiritual order on the accusation of the priests. This is 
what they call being the shepherd of Christ's sheep — supporting 
priests against their own bishops, and protecting their disobe- 
dience by divine decrees. Antichrist, I hope, will not insult 
God in this open way. There you have the Pope, as you have 
chosen to have him, and why ? Why, because if the Church 
were to be reformed, many things would have to be destroyed, 
and possibly Bome among them. Therefore it is better to pre- 
vent priests from being at one with each other ; they should 
rather, as they have done hitherto, sow discord among kings 
and princes, flood the world with Christian blood, lest Christian 
unity should trouble the holy Boman See with reforms. 

So far we have seen what they do with the livings that fall 
vacant. Now there are not enough vacancies for this delicate 
greed; therefore it has also taken prudent account of the 
benefices that are still held by their incumbents, so that they 
may become vacant, though they are in fact not vacant, and 
this they effect in many ways : 

First, they lie in wait for fat livings or sees which are 
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held by an old or eick man, or eyen by one afflicted by an | 
imaginary incompetence ; him the Eoman See giyes a coadjutor, 
that is an assistimt without his ueking or wishing it, for the ' 
benefit of the coadjutor, because he is b papal aerroiit, or pays 
for the office, or has otherwise earned it by some menial service 
rendered to Kome. Thus there is an end of free election on 
the part of the chapter, or of the right of him that presents i 
the living ; and all goes to Rome. 

Secondly, there is a little word : commeiidam, that ia, when 
the Pope gives a rich and fat convent or church into the 
charge of a cardinal or any other of his servants, just as I 
might command you to take charge of one hundred guilders ■ 
for me. In this way the convent is neither given, nor lent, 
nor destroyed, nor ia its divine service abolished ; but only 
entmsted to a man's charge : not, however, for him to protect 
and improve it, but to drive out the one ho finds there ; to 
take the property and revenue, and to instal some apostate • 
runaway monk, who is paid five or Bii guilders a year, and sits 
in the chm'cb all day and sells symbols and pictures to the pil- ' 
grims ; so that neither chanting nor reading in the church goes 
on there any more. Now if we were to call this the destruction , 
of convents and abolition of dirine service, wo should be accus- 
ing the Pope of destroying Christianity and abolishing divine 
service — for truly he ia doing this effeetually^but this would 
be thought harsh language at Romo, therefore it is called a 
coniiitendam, or an order to take charge of the convent. In 
this way the Pope can make cotnmendams of four or more 
convents a ycftr, any one of which produces a revenue of more 
than six thousand guilders. This is the way divine service is 
advanced and convents kept up at Borne. This will be intro- 
dnced into Germany as well. 

Thirdly, there are certain benefices that are said to be 
incompatible, that is, they may not be held together according ' 
to the canon lawj such as two cures, two sees and the like. 
Now the Holy See and avarice twists itself out of the canon 
law by making "glosses," or interpretations, called Unio, 
or Incorporalio, that ia, several incompatible benefices are 
incorporated, so that one is a member of the other, and the 

' Monks nbi fur^xik their oiilcr wirhiiut aiiy legiil ilispeiiMUoi] 
called " a^KWliiUa." 
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whole is held to be one benefice ; then they' are no longer 
incompatible, and we have got rid of the holy canon law, so 
that it is no longer binding, except on those, who do not buy 
those glosses of the Pope, and his Daiarius} Unto is of the 
same kind: a number of benefices are tied together like a 
bundle of faggots, and on account of this coupling together, 
they are held to be one benefice. Thus there may be found 
many a courtling at Home who alone holds twenty-two cures, 
seven priories, and forty-four prebends; all which is done in 
virtue of this masterly gloss, so as not to be contrary to law. 
Any one can imagine what cardinals and other prelates may 
hold. In this way the Germans are to have their purses 
emptied and be deprived of all comfort. 

There is another gloss called Administratio, that is, that 
besides his see a man holds an abbey or other high benefice, and 
possesses all the property of it, without any other title but 
administrator. For at Bome it is enough that words should 
change and not deeds, just as if I said, a procuress was to be 
called a mayoress, yet may remain as good as she is now. 
Such Komish rule was foretold by St. Peter, when he said: 
" There shall be false teachers among you . . . and through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandize 
of you." (2Pet. ii. 1,3.) 

This precious Eoman avarice has also invented the practice 
of selling and lending prebends and benefices on condition 
that the seller or lender has the reversion, so that if the 
incumbent dies, the benefice falls to him that has sold it, lent 
it, or abandoned it; in this way they have made benefices 
heritable property, so that none can come to hold it unless the 
seller sells it to him, or leaves it to him at his death. Then 
there are many that give a benefice to another in name only ; 
and on condition that he shall not receive a farthing. It is 
now too an old practice for a man to give another a benefice 
and to receive a certain annual sum, which proceeding was 
formerly called simony. And there are many other such little 
things which I cannot recount ; and so they deal worse with 

' Tlie Papal office for the issue and registration of certain documents 
was called Dataria, from the phrase appended to them, DcUum apud 
S, Fetrum, The chief of that office, usually a cardinal, bore the title of 
Datarfas* 
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the benefices than the heathens by the cross dealt with Christ's 
clothes. 

Bnt all this that I have spoken of is old and common at 
Borne. Their avarice has invented other device, which I hope 
will be the last and choke it. The Pope has made a noble 
discovery, called Peetoralii BeservcUio, that is, " mental reser- 
vation " — et proprius motua, that is, *^ and his own will and 
power." The matter is managed in this way : Suppose a man 
obtains a benefice at Home, which is confirmed to him in dne 
form ; then comes another, who brings money, or who has done 
some other service of which the less said the better, and re- 
quests the Pope to give him the same benefice, then the Pope 
will take it from the first and give it him. If yon say, that is 
wrong ; the Most Holy Father must then excuse himself, that 
he may not be openly blamed for having violated justice ; and 
he says : " that in his heart and mind he reserved bis authority 
over the said benefice ; " whilst he never had heard or thought 
of the same in all his life. Thus he has devised a gloss which 
allows him in his proper person to lie and cheat and fool us all ; 
and all this impudently and in open daylight, and nevertheless 
he claims to be the head of Christendom ; letting the evil spirit 
rule him with manifest lies. 

This " mere motion" and lying reservation of the Popes has 
brought about an unutterable state of things at Home. There 
is a buying and a selling, a changing, exchanging, and bargain- 
ing, cheating and lying, robbing and stealing, debauchery, and 
villainy, and all kinds of contempt of God, that Antichrist 
himself could not rule worse. Venice, Antwerp, Cairo, are 
nothing to this fair and market at Bome, except that there 
things are done with some reason and justice, whilst here 
things are done as the Devil himself could wish. And out of 
this ocean a like virtue overflows all the world. Is it not 
natural that such people should dread a reformation and a free 
council, and should rather embroil all kings and princes, than 
that their unity should bring about a council? Who would 
like his villainy to be exposed ? 

Finally the Pope has built a special house for this fine traffic, 
that is, the house of the Datarivs at Borne. Thither all must 
come that bargain in this way for prebends and benefices ; from 
him they must buy the glosses and obtain the right to practif 
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Qcb prime yillainy. In fonner days it was fairly well at 
Borne, when jnstice had to be bongbt, or cotdd only be pnt 
down by money ; bnt now she has become so &8tidioiis, that she 
does not allow any one to commit yillainies, nnless he has first 
bought the right to do it with great sums. If this is not a 
boose of prostitution, worse than all honses of prostitution that 
can be conceived, I do not know what honses of prostitation 
really are. 

If yon bring money to this house, you can arrive at all that 
I have mentioned ; and more than this, any sort of usury is 
made legitimate for money ; property got by theft or robbery 
is here made legal. Here vows are annulled ; here a monk 
obtains leave to quit his order ; here priests can enter married 
life for money ; here bastards can become legitimate ; and dis- 
honour and shame may arrive at high honours ; all evil repute 
and disgrace is knighted and ennobled; here a marriage is 
suffered that is in a forbidden degree, or has some other defect. 
Oh, what a trafficking and plundering is there ! one would 
think that the canon laws were only so many ropes of gold, 
from which he must free himself who would become a Chris- 
tian man. Nay, here the Devil becomes a saint, and a God 
besides. What heaven and earth might not do, may be done 
by this house. Their ordinances are called compositions — com- 
positions, forsooth ! confusions rather.^ Oh what a poor treasury 
is the toll on the Khine, ^ compared with this holy house ! 

Let no one think that I say too much. It is all notorious, 
so that even at Rome they are forced to own that it is more 
terrible and worse than one can say. I have said and will say 
nothing of the foul dregs of private vices. I only speak of 
well-known public matters, and yet my words do not suffice. 
Bishops, priests, and especially the doctors of the universities, 
who are paid to do it, ought to have unanimously written and 
exclaimed against it. Yea, if you wiU turn the leaf, you will 
discover the truth. 

I have still to give a farewell greeting. These treasures, 
that would have satisfied three mighty kings, were not enough 
for this unspeakable greed, and so they have made over and 

^ Luther uses here the expressions compositiones ami confusitmes as a 
kind of pun. 
' Tolls were levied at many places along the Ilhine. 
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sold their traffic to Fngger ^ at Augsburg, so that the lending 
and baying and selling sees and benefices, and all this traffic 
in ecclesiastical property, has in the end come into the right 
hands, and spiritnal and temporal matters have now become 
one business. Now I should like to know what the most 
cunning would devise for Eomish greed to do that it has not 
done ; except that Fugger might sell or pledge his two trades 
that havonow become one. I think they must have come to 
the end of their devices. For what they have stolen and yet 
steal in all countries by Bulls of Indulgences, Letters of Con- 
fession, Letters of Dispensation^ and other confessionalia, all 
this I think mere bungling work, and much like playing toss 
with a devil in hell. Not that they produce little, for a 
mighty king could support himself by them ; but they are as 
nothing compared to the other streams of revenue mentioned 
above. I will not now consider what has become of that 
Indulgence money ; I shall enquire into this another time, for 
Carnpofiore and Belvedere^ ani some other places probably know 
something about it. 

Meanwhile since this devilish state of things is not only an 
open robbery, deceit and tyranny of the gates of hell, but also 
destroys Christianity, body and soul, we are bound to use all 
our diligence to prevent this misery and destruction of Christen- 
dom. If we wish to fight the Turks, let us begin here, where 
they are worst. If we justly hang thieves and behead robbers, 
why do we leave the greed of Rome so unpunished, who is the 
greatest thief and robber that has appeared or can appear on 
earth, and does all this in the holy name of Christ and St. Peter ? 
Who can suflFer this and be silent about it? Almost every- 
thing that he possesses has been stolen, or got by robbery, as 
we learn from all histories. Why, the Pope never bought those 
great possessions, so as to be able to raise wellnigh ten hundred 
thousand ducats from his ecclesiastical offices, without counting 
his gold mines described above, and his land. He did not 

* The commercial House of Fugger was in those days the wealthiest in 
Europe. 

' Luther uses the word Butterhritfef i.e. letters of indulgence allowing the 
enjoyment of butter, cheese, milk, etc., during Lent. They formed part only 
of the con/essiatuUia, which granted various other indulgences. 

' Parts of the Vatican. 
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inherit it from Christ and St. Peter ; no one gave it or lent it 
him, he has not acquired it by prescription. Tell me, where 
can he have got it ? You can learn from this, what their object 
is, when they sent out legates to collect money to be used 
against the Turk. 

m. 

Twenty-seven Abtioles bespegting the Befobmation of 

THE GhBISTIAN EsTATE. 

Now though I am too lowly to submit articles that could serve 
for the reformation of these fearful evils, I will yet sing out my 
fool's song, and will show, as well as my wit will allow, what 
might and should be done by the temporal authorities or by a 
General Council. 

1. Princes, nobles and cities should promptly forbid their sub- 
jects to pay the annates and should even abolish them altogether. 
For the Pope has broken the compact, and turned the annates 
into robbery for the harm and shame of the German nation; he 
gives them to his friends ; he sells them for large sums of money 
and founds benefices on them. Therefore he has forfeited his right 
to them, and deserves punishment. In this way the temporal 
power should protect the innocent and prevent wrongdoing, as we 
are taught by St. Paul (Eom. xiii.) and by St. Peter (1 Pet. ii.) 
and even by the canon law. (16. q. 7. de Filiis.) That is why we 
say to the Pope and his followers : tu ora ! " thou shalt pray ; " 
to the Emperor and his followers : tu protege ! " thou shalt 
protect; " to the commons : iu labora! " thou shalt work; " not 
that each man should not pray, protect and work ; for if a man 
fulfils his duty, that is prayer, protection and work ; but every 
man must have his proper task. 

2. Since by means of those Bomish tricks commendaim, 
coadjutors, reservations, expectations. Pope's months, incorpo- 
rations, unions. Palls, rules of chancellery, and other such 
knaveries, the Pope takes unlawful possession of all German 
foundations, to give and sell them to strangers at Bome, that 
profit Germany in no way ; so that the incumbents are robbed 
of their rights, and the bishops are made mere cyphers and 
anointed idols ; and thus besides natural justice and reason the 
Pope's own canon law is violated ; and things have come to such 
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s pass, that prebends and benefits are Bold at Home to vulgar, 
ignorant aaaea and knaves, ont of sheer greed, while pioas 
learned men have no profit by their merit and skill, whereby 
the unfortunate German people must needs lack good, learned 
Prelates and anffor ruin — on account of these evils tho Christian 
nobility shunld rise up against the Pope as a common onomy 
and destroyer of Ghristtaoity, for the sake of the salvation of the 
poor souls that auch tyranny must rnin. They should ordain, 
order and decree that henceforth no benefice shall he drawn 
away to Eome, and that no benefice shall be claimed there 
in any fashion whatsoever ; and after having once got these 
benefices out of the hands of Itomish tyranny, they must be 
kept from them, and their lawfnl incumbents must bo rein- 
stated in them to administer them as best they may, within 
the German nation. And if a courtling came from Rome, 1 
ahonld receive the strict command to withdraw, or to leap into 
tho Rhine, or whatever river he nearest, and to administer a 
cold bath to the Interdict, seal and letters and all. Thas those 
at Bome would learn, that we Germans are not to remain 
drunken fools for ever, hut that we, too, are become Christians, 
and that as sncb, we will no longer suffer this Bhameful mockery 
of Christ's holy name, that serves as a cloak for sach knavery 
and destruction of souls, and that we shall respect God and 
the glory of God more than tho power of men. 

3. It shonld he decreed by an Imperial law, that no epis- 
copal cloak, and no confirmation of any appointment shall 
for the future be obtained from Rome. Tho order of the most 
holy and renownetl Niceno Council must again be restored, 
namely, that a bishop must be confirmed by the two nearest 
bishops, or by the archbishop. If the Pope cancels the decrees 
of these and all other councils, what is the good of councils at 
all? "Who has giveu him the right thus to despise conncila I 
and to cancel them ? If this is alloweil, we had better abolish ' 
all bishops, archbishops and primates, and make simple rectors of j 
all of Uiem, so that they would have the Pope alone over them ; / 
as is indeed the case now ; he deprives bishops, archbishops and ' 
primates of all the authority of their office, taking everything 1 
to himself, and leaving them only the name and the emptyl 
title; more than this: by his exemption he has withdrawn* 
convents, abbots and prelates from the ordinary authority of 
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the Bishops, so that there remains no order in Christendom. 
The necessary result of this must be, and has been, laxity in 
punishing, and such a liberty to do evil in all the world, that 
I very much fear one might call the Pope '* the man of sin." 
Who but the Pope is to blame for this absence of all order, of 
all punishment, of all government, of all discipline in Chris- 
tendom ? By his own arbitrary power he ties the hands of all 
his prelates, and takes from them their rods, while all their 
subjects have their hands unloosed, and obtain license by gift 
or purchase. 

But, that he have no cause for complaint, as being deprived 
of his authority, it should be decreed, that in cases where the 
primates and archbishops are unable to settle the matter, or 
where there is a dispute among them, the matters shall then be 
submitted to the Pope, but not every little matter ; as was done 
formerly, and was ordered by the most renowned Nicene Council. 
His Holiness must not be troubled with small matters, that 
can be settled without his help ; so that he may have leisure to 
devote himself to his prayers and study, and to his care of all 
Christendom, as he professes to do. As indeed the Apostles 
did, saying (Acts vi. 2, 4) : " It is not reason that we should leave 
the word of God, and serve tables . . . But we will give our- 
selves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word." 
But now we see at Kome nothing but contempt of the Gospel 
and of prayer, and the service of tables, that is, the service of 
the goods of this world ; and the government of the Pope agrees 
with the government of the Apostles as well as Lucifer with 
Christ, hell with heaven, night with day ; and yet he calls him- 
self Christ's Vicar, and the successor of the Apostles. 

4. Let it be decreed that no temporal matter shall be sub- 
mitted to Rome, but alj shall be left to the jurisdiction of the 
temporal authorities. This is part of their own canon law, though 
they do not obey it. For this should be the Pope's office, that 
he, the most learned in the Scriptures, and the most holy, not 
in name only, but in fact, should rule in matters concerning the 
faith and the holy life of Christians ; he should make primates 
and bishops attend to this, and should work and take thought 
with them to this end: as St. Paul teaches (1 Cor. vi.), 
severely upbraiding those that occupy themselves with the 
things of this world. For all countries suflfer unbearable 
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damage by this practice of settling sacli mattera at Rome, since 
it involveB great espeiiae ; and befiides this, the jndges at Rome, 
Dot knowing the manuera, laws and customs of other countries, 
frequently pervert the matter according to their own laws 
«nd their own opinions, thus causing injnetice to all parties. 
Besides this, we shonld prohibit in all foundations the grievoas 
extortion of the ecclesiastical judges ; they should only be allowed 
to consider matters concerning faith and good morals; but 
matters concerning money, property, lii'o and honour, should 
be left to the temporal judges. Therefore the temporal 
authorities should not permit excommunication or expulsion 
except in matters of faith and righteous living. It is only 
reasonable, that spiritual authorities should have power in 
spiritual matters; spiritual matters, however, are not money 
or matters relating to ths body, but faith and good works. 

Still we might allow matters respecting benefices or prebends 
to be treated before bishops, archbishops and primates. There- 
fore, when it is necessary to decide quarrels and strifes let the 
Primate of Germany hold a general consistory, with assessors 
and chancellors, who would have the control over the signa- 
turas gratiae and justitiae,^ and to whom matters arising in 
Germany might be submitted by appeal. The officers of such 
conrt should be paid out of the annates, or in some other way, 
and should not have to draw their salaries as at Kome from 
chance presents and offerings ; whereby they grow accustomed 
to sell justice and injustice, as they must needs do at Rome, 
where the Pope gives them no salary, but allows thorn to fatten 
themselves on presents ; for at Kome no one heeds what is right 
or what is wrong, but only what is money and what ia not 
money. But this matter of salaries I must leave to men of 
higher understanding and of more experience in these things 
than I have. I am content with making these suggestions and 
giving some materials for consideration to those who may be 
able and willing to help the German nation to become a free 
people of Christjans, after this wretched, heathen, unchristian 
misrule of the Pope. 

' At l.he time when the above was written the fiuiction of tho aii/natiira 
graliee was to suiierinlead tLe conferring of grants, coucosejons, favourx, etc., 
wbilsl ihe tignataiii jiistiiite cmbracetl tliu genural admiiiiHtralion of ecclc- 
sia»ti>:al maitere. 
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5. Henceforth no reservations shall be valid, and no bene- 
fices shall be appropriated by Borne, whether the incumbent die, 
or there be a dispute, or the incumbent be a servant of the Pope, 
or of a cardinal ; and all courtiers shall be strictly prohibited 
and prevented from causing a dispute about any benefice, so as 
to cite the pious priests, to trouble them and to drive them 
into a lawsuit. And if in consequence of this there comes an 
interdict from Home, let it be despised, just as if a thief were 
to excommunicate any man because he would not allow him to 
steal in peace. Nay, they should be punished most severely, 
for making such a blasphemous use of Excommunication and 
of the name of God, to support their robberies, and for wishing 
by their false threats to drive us to suffer and approve this 
blasphemy of God's name, and this abuse of Christian authority ; 
and thus to become sharers before God in their wrongdoing, 
whereas it is our duty before God to punish it, as St. Paul 
(Rom. i.) upbraids the Romans for not only doing wrong, but 
allowing wrong to be done. But above all that lying mental 
reservation (pectoralis reservatio) is unbearable, by which Chris- 
tendom is so openly mocked and insulted, in that its head noto- 
riously deals with lies, and impudently cheats and fools every 
man for the sake of accursed wealth. 

6. The cases reserved ^ (easiis reservati) should be abolished, 
by which not only are the people cheated out of much 
money, but besides many poor consciences are confused and 
led into error by the ruthless tyrants to the intolerable harm 
of their faith in God, especially those foolish and childish 
cases that are made important by the Bull *In Coena 
Domini,' ' and which do not deserve the name of daily 
sins ; not to mention those great cases for which the Pope 
gives no absolution : such as preventing a pilgrim from going 
to Rome, furnishing the Turks with arms or forging the Pope's 
letters. They only fool us with these gross, mad and clumsy 
matters : Sodom and Gomorrah, and all sins that are committed 

* " Reserved cases " refer to those great sins for which the Pope or the 
bishops only could give absolution. 

» The celebrated Papal Bull known under the name of In Ccsna Domini, 
containing anathemas and excommunications against all those who dissented 
in any way from the Roman Catholic creed, used, until the year 1770, to be 
read publicly at Rome on Maundy Thursday. 
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and that can be committed agaiiiBt God's commandmeiLts are, 
not reserved cases ; but what God never commanded and they 
themselves have invented— these must be made reserved cases ; 
solely in order that none may be prevented from bringing 
money to Rome, that they may live in their lust without fear 
of the Tnrk, and may keep the world in their bondage by 
their nseless Bulls and Briefs. 

Now all priests ought to know, or rather it should be a 
public ordinance, that no secret sin constitutes a reserved case, 
if there be no public accusation ; and that every priest has 
power to absolve from all sin, whatever its name, if it be secret, 
and that no abbot, bishop or Pope has power to reserve any 
such cose ; and lastly, that if they do this, it is null and void, 
and they should moreover be punished as interfering without 
authority in God's judgment and confusing and troubling with- 
ottt cause our poor witless consciences. But in respect to any 
groat open sin, directly contrary to God's commandments, 
there is some reason for a reserved case ; but there should not 
be too many, nor should they be reserved arbitrarily without 
due cause. For God has not ordained tyrants, but shepherds 
in His Church, as St. Peter says. (1 Pet. v. 2.) 

7. The Koman 8ee must abolish the Papal offices, and 
diminish that crowd of crawling vermin at Rome, so that 
the Pope's servants may be supported out of the Pope's own i 
pocket, and that his court may cease to surpass all royal courts 
in its pomp and extravagance ; seeing that all this pomp has < 
not only been of no service to the Christian faith, but has also 
kept them from study and prayer, so that they themselves 
know hardly anything concerning matters of faith ; as they 
proved clnmsily enough at the last Roman Council,' where 
among many childishly trifling matters, they decided " that 
the soul is immortal," and that a priest is bound to pray once 
every month on pain of losing his benefice.* How are men to 
rule Christendom and to decide matters of faith, who, callous and 
blinded by their greed, wealth, and worldly pomp, have only just 

' The council alluded to above was held at Rome from 1612 to 1517. 

* Luthei'a objection is not, of cuurse, to the recognition of the iaunortality ■ 
ofthesoul; what he ohjecifl to ia (1) that it was thought necessiu^ fw »J 
council to decree tliat the sool is Inuoortal, and (2) that this qneBtioa wu ' 
put on a level wilh trivial matters of dltcipliiio. 
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decided tliat the soul is immortal ? It is no eligbt Bhame 
all Christendom that they should deal thus scandalously with 
the faith at Borne. If they had less wealth and lived in les^ 
pomp, they might be better able to study and pray, that they 
might become able and worthy to treat matters of belief, as 
they were once, when they were content to be bishops and not 
kings of kings. 

8. The terrible oaths mast be abolished which bishops are 
forced, without any right, to swear to the Pope, by which they 
are bound like servants, and which are arbitrarily and fool- 
ishly decreed in the absurd and shallow chapter, Signifieaati? 
Is it not enough that thoy oppress us in goods, body, and sonl 
by all their mad laws, by which they have weakened faith and 
destroyed Christianity ; but must they now take possession of 
the very persons of Bishops, with their offices and functions, 
and also claim the investiture * which used formerly to be the 
right of the German Emperors, and is still the tight of the 
King in France and other kingdoms? This matter caused 
many wars and disputes with the Emperors until the Popes 
impudently took the power by force; since which time they 
have retained it; just as if it were only right for the Q-ermans, 
above all Christians on earth, to be the fools of the Pope and the 
Holy See, and to do and suffer what no one beside would suffer 
or do. Seeing then that this is mere arbitrary power, robbery, 
and a hindrance to the exercise of the bishop's ordinary power, 
and to the injury of poor souls ; therefore it is the duty of the 
Emperor and bis nobles to prevent and punish this tyranny. 

9. The Pope should have no power over the Emperor, except 
to anoint and crown him at the altar, as a bishop crowns 
a king ; nor should that devilish pomp be allowed, that the 
Emperor should kiss the Pope's feet, or sit at his feet, or, as 
it is said, hold his stirrup, or the reins of his mule, when he 
mounts to ride ; much less should be pay homage to the Pope, 
or Bwear allegiance, as is impudently demanded by the PopeB*., 
as if they had a right to it. The chapter Solite, * in wl " " 

' The above is ihe title of a chapter in the Corjiiu juris eanottid, 

* The right ol iavestitiire v/m ihe tiubjccl of tlie iliiputs ttetwera' 
Gregory VII. aod Oenrj- IV., which led Ui tlie Emjieror'a Bubmiasioa at 

CoDOSRfL, 

• The chapter Solite is also contained in the Corput jurit en 
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tlie papal anthority ie exalted above the Imperial, ia not worth 
a farthing, and so of all those that depend on it or fear it; 
for it does nothing but pervert God'a holy words from their 
true meaning, according to their own imaginations, as I have 
proved in a Latin treatise. 

All these excessive, over-presiimptuons and most wicked 
claime of the Pope are the invention of the Devil, with the object 
of bringing in Antichrist in dne course, and to raise the Pope 
above fiod ; as indeed many have done and are now doing. It 
is not meet that the Pope should exalt liimself above temporal 
authority, except in spiritual matters, such as preaching and 
absolntion; in other matters he should be subject to it, ac- 
cording to the teaching of St. Paul (Eom. xiii.), and St. Peter 
(1 Pet. iii.}, as I have said above. He is not the Vicar of Christ 
in heaven, but only of Christ upon earth. For Christ in 
Leaven, in the form of a ruler, requires no vicar, but there 
sits, sees, does, knows, and commands all things. Bnt He 
requires him "in the form of a servant" to represent Him as 
He walked upon earth, working, preaching, suffering and dying. 
But they reverse this ; they take from Christ His power as a 
heavenly ruler, and give it to the Pope, and allow " the form 
of ft servant " to be entirely forgotten. (Phil. ii. 7.) He should 
properly be called the counter-Christ, whom the Scriptures 
call Antichn'tt ; for his whole existence, work, and proceedings 
are directed against Christ, to ruin and destroy the existence 
and will of Christ. 

It is also absurd and puerile for the Pope to boast for sucli 
blind, foolish reasons, in bia decretal Pastoralis, that be is the 
rightful heir to the Empire, if the throne be vacant. Who gave 
it to him ? Did Christ do so, when He said : " The kings of the 
jGentiles exerciae lordship over them, hut ye shall not do so " ? 
(Luke xxii. 25, 26.) Did St. Peter bequeath it to him ? It 
disgusts rue that we have to read and teach such impudent, 
«lumsy, foolish lies in the canon law, and moreover to take 
tbem for Christian doctrine, while in reality they are mere 
devilish lies. Of this kind also is the unheard-of lie tonch- 
ing the " donation of Constantine." ' It must have been o. 

' In onlcr to Icgaliee Ibe setnlar jKiwer of the Poi)e, ihe fiction was in- 
vented during the ktter i«rt nf the eighth century, thut Oi 
Great had mndo over t-i liie Pnpa the dominiiai ovur 'R'nm 
whole .if lUily. 
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plague sent by God that indnced no many mse people i 
accept saeh lies, tbongh they are so gross and clumsy, that 
oue would thiuk a drnnken boor could lie more Bfcilfully. 
How could preaching, prayer, study and the care of the poor 
cousist with the governmont of the Empire ? These are the 
true offices of the Pope, which Christ imposed with such in- 
sistence that He forbade them to take either coat or scrip 
(Mtitt. s. 10), for he that has to govom a single house oan 
hardly perform these dutiea. Yet the Pope wishes to rule au 
Kmpire and to remain a Pope. This ia the invention of the 
kuavee that would fain become lords of the world in the 
Pope's name, and set np again the old Roman empire, bb it 
■was formerly, by means of the Pope and name of Christ, in its 
former condition. 

10. The Pope must withdraw his hand from the dish, and 
on no pretence assume royal authority over Naples and Sicily. 
Be has no more right to it than I, and yet claims to be the 
lord of it. It has been taken by force and robbery like almost 
all his other possessions. Therefore the Emperor should grant 
him DO such fief, nor any longer allow him those he has, bnt 
direct him instead to his Bibles and Prayer-booka, so that he 
may leave the government of countries and peoples to the 
temporal power, especially of those that no one has given him. 
Let him rather preach and pray ! The same should be done 
with Bologna, Imola, Vicenza, Ravenna, and whatever the Pope 
has taken by force and holds without right in the Ancontine 
, territory, in the Eomagna and other parts of Italy, interfering 
' iu their afiairs against all the commandments of Chriet and St. 
Paul. For St. Paul says (2 Tim. ii. 4) : " that he that would 
be one of the soldiers of Heaven must not entangle himself in 
the affairs of this life." Now the Pope should be the head 
and the leader of the soldiers of Heaven, and yet he engages 
more in worldly matters than any king or emperor. He should 
be relieved of his worldly cares and allowed to attend to his 
duties as a soldier of Heaven. Christ also, whose vicar he 
claims to bo, would have nothing to do with the things of this 
world, and even asked one that desired of him a judgment 
concerning hie brother : " Who made me a judge over you ? " 
(St. Luke xii. 14.) But the Pope interferes in these matters 
unasked, and concerns himself with all matters, as thongh he 
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were a god, nntil he himself lias forgotten what this Christ 
is, whose vic«r he profesBes to be. 

11. The cnetom of kissing the Pope's feet must cease. It 
IB an nn -Christian, or rather an anti-Christian example, that 
a poor sinful man should suffer his foot to he Mesed by one 
who ia a hundred times better than he. If it is done in 
honour of hia power, why does he not do it to others in honour 
of their holiness ? Compare them together : Christ and the 
Pope, Christ washed His disciples' feet and dried them, and 
the disciples never washed His. The Pope, pretending to be 
higher tian Christ, inverts this, and considers it a great 
fevonr to let na kiss his feet : whereas if any one wished to 
do 80, he ought to do his utmost to prevent them, as St. Paul 
and Barnabas would not suffer themselvea to he worshipped aa 
Gods by the men at Lystra, saying : "We also are men of like 
passions with you." (Acts xiv. 14 aeq.) But our flatterers have 
brought things to such a pitch, that they have set up an idol 
for ns, until no one regards God with such fear, or honours Him 
with such reverence as they do the Pope. This they can suffer, 
but not that the Pope's glory should be diminished a single 
hair's-breadth. Now if they were Christians and preferred God's 
honour to their own, the Pope would never be willing to have 
God's honour despised and his own exalted, nor would ho allow 
any to honour him, until he found that God's honour was again 
exalted above his own. 

It is of a piece with this revolting pride, that the Pope is not 
satisfied with riding on horseback or in a carriage, but though 
he be hale and strong, is carried by men like an idol in 
unheard-of pomp. I ask you, how does this Lucifer-like 
pride agree with the example of Christ, who went on foot, as 
did also all His Apostles ? Where has there been a king who 
lived in such worldly pomp as he does, who professes to be the 
head of all whose duty it is to despise and flee from all worldly 
pomp — I mean, of all Christians ? Not that this need concern 
us for his own sake, but that we have good reason to fear 
God's wrath, if we flatter such pride and do not show our 
discontent. It is enough that the Pope should be so mad and 
foolish ; but it is too much that we should sanction and 
approve it. 

For what Christian heart can be pleased at seeing the 
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when he communicates, sit still like a gracious lord and have 
the sacrament handed to him on a golden reed, by a cardinal 
bending on his knees before him ? Just as if the holy sacra- 
ment were not worthy that a Pope, a poor miserable sinner, 
should stand to do honour to his God, although all other 
Christians, who are much more holy than the Most Holy 
Father, receive it with all reverence ? Could we be surprised 
if God visited us all with a plague, for that we suffer such 
dishonour to be done to God by our prelates, and approve it, 
becoming partners of the Pope's damnable pride by our silence 
or flattery ? It is the same when he carries the sacrament in 
procession. He must be carried, but the sacrament stands 
before him like a cup of wine on a table. In short, at Eome 
Christ is nothing, the Pope is everything ; yet they urge us 
and threaten us, to make us suffer and approve and honour 
this Antichristian scandal, contrary to God and all Christian 
doctrine. Now, may God so help a free Council, that it may 
teach the Pope that he too is a man, not above God as he 
makes himself out to be. 

12. Pilgrimages to Kome must be abolished, or at least 
no one must be allowed to go from his own wish or his 
own piety, unless his priest, his town magistrate, or his lord 
has found that there is sufficient reason for his pilgrimage. 
This I say, not because pilgrimages are bad in themselves, 
but because at the present time they lead to mischief; for at 
Bome a pilgrim sees no good examples, but only offence. 
They themselves have made a proverb : " The nearer to Bome, 
the farther from Christ," and accordingly men bring home 
contempt of God and of God's commandments. It is said: 
" The first time one goes to Bome, he goes to seek a rogue ; the 
second time he finds him ; the third time he brings him home 
with him." But now they have become so skilful, that they 
can do their three journeys in one, and they have in fact 
brought home from Bome this saying : — It were bettor never 
to have seen or heard of Bome. 

And even if this were not so, there is something of more 
importance to be considered; namely, that simple men are 
thus led into a false delusion and a wrong understanding of 
God's commandments. For they think that these pilgrimages 
are precious and good works ; but this is not true. It is but 
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a little good work ; often a Imd,' misleading worV, for God faaa 
not commanded it. But He has commanded tLat each man 
shonld care for his wife and children and whatever concerns 
the married state ; and should, besides, serve and help his 
neighbour. Now it often happens that one goes on a pilgrim- 
age to Borne, spends fifty or one hundred gnilders, more or less, 
which no one has commanded him, while his wife and children, 
or those dearest to him, are left at home in want and misery ; 
and yet he thinks, poor foolish man, to atone for this dis- 
obedience and contempt of Goil'a commandments by his self- 
willed pilgrimage, while he is in truth misled by idle cariosity, 
or the wiles of the Deyil. This the Popes have encouraged 
with their false and foolish intentions of Golden Years,^ by 
which they have incited the people, have torn them away from 
God's commandments and turned them to their own delusive 
proceedings, and set up the very thing that they ought to have 
forbidden. But it brought them money and strengthened 
their false authority, and therefore it was allowed to continue, 
though against God's will and the salvation of souls. 

That this false, misleading belief on the part of simple 
Christians may be destroyed, and a true opinion of good works 
may again be introduced, all pilgrimages should be done away 
with. For there is no good in them; no commandment; but 
countless causes of sin and of contempt of God's command- 
ments. These pilgrimages are the reason for there being so 
many beggars, that commit numberless villainies, taught by 
them and accustomed to beg without need. Hence arises a 
vagabond life ; besides other miseries which I cannot dwell 
on now. If any one wishes to go on a pilgrimage or to make 
s vow for a pilgrimage, he should first inform his priest or 
the temporal authorities of the reason, and if it should turn 
out that he wished to do it for the sake of good works, let 
this vow and work be just trampled upon by the priest or 
the temporal authority as an infernal delusion, and let them 

' Tlic Jubilees, during which plenary indulgencas were granted lo IhoHO 
who visiled ihc churtbca of St. Poter and Si Paul at Rome, were originally 
celebrated every hundred years and nubeetinently every twenty-fise years, J 
Those who were nnabla to go to Rome in pirson could obtain the pleuuv J 
indulgeneoa hy laying ihu cspcaaca of the journey to Rome into thi ~ 
trewiury. 
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money, and tho labour a pilgrimagf 
would coBt, on God's commandments, and on a thonsand- 
fold better work, namely, on his family and his poor neigh- 
bours. Bnt if he does it out of cnrioaity, to eee cities and 
countries, he may be allowed to do so. If he haye TOwed it in 
sickness, let such vowa be prohibited, and let God's command- 
ments be insisted npon in contrast to them ; so that a man may 
be content with what ho vowed in baptism, namely, to keep 
God's commandmoute. Tot, for this once he may be sufTered, 
for a quiet conscience sake, to keep liia silly vow. No one 
is content to walk on the broad high road of God's command- 
ments ; every one makes for himself new roads and new vowB, 
as if he had kept all God's commandments. 

13. Now we come to the great crowd that promises much 
and performs little. Be not angry, my good sirs, I mean 
well. I have to tell yon this bitter and sweet truth : Let no 
more mendicant monasteries be built ! God help us I there are 
too many as it is. Would to God they were all abolished, or 
at least made over to two or three orders. It has never 
done good, it will never do good, to go wandering about over 
the country. Therefore my advice is that ten, or as many 
as required, may be put together and made into one, wbicli 
one, sufficiently provided for, is not to beg. Oh t it is of maoh>H 
more importance to consider what is necessary for tlisS 
salvation of the common people, than what St. Francis, or' 
St. Dominic, or St. Augustine,' or any other man, laid down ; 
especially, since things have not turned out as they expected. 
They should also ho relieved from preaching and confession, 
unless specially required to do so by bishops, priests, the con- 
gregation or other authority. For their preaching and con- 
fession has led to nought but mere hatred and envy between 
priests and monks, to the great offence and hindrance of the 
people, so that it well deserves to be put a stop to, since 
its place may be very well supplied. It does not look at 
all improbable that the Holy Koman See had its own reasons 
for encouraging all this crowd of monks r the Pope perhaps 
feared that priests and bishops, growing weary of his tyranny, 

' The abavo-iDcntirmeil Mlnta were the [latmns of I)ic wtll-kuown moDtQ^I 
Mat ordere, Franc iHcans, DomiuicaoB aud AugustiDm. ^H 




might become too Btrong for him, and begin a reformation 
onendarable to his Holiness. 

Besides this, one should also do away with the sections and 
the divisions in the same order which, cansod for little reason 
and kept up for less, oppose each other with unspeakahle hatred 
and m^ice. The result being, that the Christian faith, which 
is very well able to stand without their divisions, ia lost on 
both sides, and that a true Christian life is songht and judged 
only by outward rnlea, works and manners, from which arise 
only hypocrisy and the deatrnction of souls ; es every one can 
see for himself. Moreover the Popo should be forbidden to 
iuBtitnte or to confirm the institution of such new orders, 
nay, he shotild bo commanded to abolish several and to lessen 
their number. For the faith of Christ, which alone ia the! 
important matter and can stand without any particular Order,' 
incurs no little danger, lest men should he led away by these 
diverse works and manners, rather to live for such works and 
manners than to care for faith. And unless there are wiso 
prelates in the monasteries who preach and urge faith rather 
than the rule of the order, it ia inevitable that the order 
should be injurious and misleading to simple souls, who have 
regard to works alone. 

Now in our own time all the prelates are dead that had 
faith and founded orders. Just as it was in old days with 
the children of Israel ; when their fathers wore dead, that had 
seen God's works and miracles, their children, out of ignorance 
of God's work and of faith, soon began to set up idolatry and 
their own human works. In the same way, alas! these orders, 
not understanding God's works and faith, grievously labour 
and torment themselves by their own rules and laws, and yet 
never arrive at a true understanding of a spiritual and good 
life ; as was foretold by the Apostle, saying of them, " Having 
a form of godliness, bnt denying the power thereof. . . . Ever 
learning, and never able to come to the knowledge " of what a 
true spiritual life is. (2 Tim. iii, 2-7.) Better to have no 
convents, where there is no truly spiritual prelate, of under- 
standing in Christian faith, to govern them ; for such a prelate 
cannot but rule with injury and harm, oud the greater thai 
apparent holiness of his life in external works, the ( 
the harm. 
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It would be, I think, necessary, especially in these perilons 
times, that foundations and convents should again be organised 
as they were in the time of the Apostles and a long time after : 
namely, when they were all free, for every man to remain there 
as long as he wished. For what were they but Christian schools, 
in which the Scriptures and Christian life were taught, and 
where folk were trained to govern and to preach ; as we read 
that St. Agnes went to school, and as we see, even now, in some 
nunneries, as at Quedlinburg and other places? Truly all 
foundations and convents ought to be free in this way, that 
they may serve God of a free will and not as slaves. But now 
they have been bound round with vows and turned into eternal 
prisons, so that these vows are regarded even more than the 
vows of baptism. But what fruit has come of this we daily 
see, hear, read and learn more and more. 

I dare say that this my counsel will be thought very foolish, 
but I care not for this. I advise what I think best; reject 
it, who will. I know how these vows are kept, especially 
that of chastity, which is so general in all convents,^ and 
yet was not ordered by Christ, and it is given to compara- 
tively few to be able to keep it, as He says and St. Paul also : 
(Col. ii. 20.) I wish all to be helped, and that Christian souls 
should not be held in bondage, through customs and laws 
invented by men. 

14. We see also how the priesthood is fallen, and how many 
a poor priest is encumbered with a woman and children, and 
burdened in his conscience, and no one does anything to 
help him, though he might very well be helped. Popes and 
bishops may let that be lost that is being lost, and that 
be destroyed which is being destroyed ; I will save my con- 
science and open my mouth freely, let it vex Popes and 
bishops or whoever it may be; therefore I say: According 
to the ordinances of Christ and His Apostles every town 
should have a minister, as St. Paul plainly says (Tit. i.), 
and this minister should not be forced to live without a 
lawful wife, but should be allowed to have one, as St. Paul 
writes (1 Tim. iii.), saying that "A bishop then must be 

* Luther alludes here, of course, to the vow of celibacy, which was curiously 
styled the vow of chastity ; thus indirectly condemning marriage in general. 
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blameless, the hufiband of ouu wife . . . having his children 
in subjection with all gravity." For with St. Panl a bishop 
and a presbyter ace the same thing, as St. Jerome also oon- 
firms. But as for the bighops that we now have, of these the 
Scriptures know nothing ; they were instituted hy the Christian 
congregations, so that one might rule over many ministers. 

Therefore, we teach clearly according to the Apostle, that 
every town should elect a pioos learned citizen from the con- 
gregation and charge him with the office of minister ; the 
congregation should support him and he should be left at liberty 
to marry or not. Ho should have as assistants, several priests 
and deacons, married or not, as they please, who should help 
him to govern the people and the congregation with sermons 
and the ministration of the sacraments, as is still the case in 
the Greek Chnrch. In these latter times, where there are 
somany persecutions and conflicts against heretics, there 
were many holy fathers, who voluntarily abstained from the 
marriage state, that they might study more, and might be 
ready at all times for death and conflict. Now the Boman 
See has interfered of its own perversity, and has made a 
general law by which priests are forbidden to marry. This 
mast have been at the instigation of the Peril, as was foretold 
by St. Paul (1 Tim. iv, 1, 2, seq.), saying that " there shall come 
teachers giving heed to seducing spirits . . . forbidding to 
morry," etc. This has been the cause of so much misery that 
it cannot be told, and has given occasion to the Greek 
Chnrch to separate from us, and has caused infinite disunion, 
fiin, shame and scandal, like everything that the Devil does or 
suggests. Now what are we to do ? , 

My advice is, to restore liberty, and to leave every man free ' 
to marry or not to marry. But if we did this we should have 
to introduce a very difi'erent rnle and order for property ; the 
whole canon law would be overthrown and but fow benefices 
would fall to Borne. I am afraid greed was a caose of this 
wretched, nuchaste chastity ; for the result of it was that every 
man wished to become a priest, or to have his son brought up 
to the priesthood — not with the intention of living in chastity, 
for this could be done without the priestly state, but to obtain 
his worldly support without labour or trouble, contrary to 
God's command (Gen. iii.); " In the sweat of thy face shalt J 
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thou eat tby bread ; " and they have given a colour to 
conuuandment as though their work waa praying and rea 
the mass. I am not here considering Popes, bishops, canoi 
clergy and monks, who were not ordained by God; they have 
laid burdens on themselreB, and they may bear them. I Bpeak 
of the office of parish priest, which God orSained, who mnat 
rule a congregation with aermona and the ministration of the 
sacraments, and mnat live with them and manage their own 
worldly affairs. These ahonM havo the liberty given them by 
a Chriatian Council to marry and to avoid danger and sin. For 
as God has not bound them, no one may bind them, tbongh he 
were an angel from heaven — let alone the Pope ; and whatever is 
contrary to this in the canon law is mere idle talk and invention. 

My advice further is, whoever henceforth ia ordained priest, 
he should in no wise take the vow of chastity, but should 
protest to the bishop that he has no authority to demand this 
vow, and that it is a, devilish tyranny to demand it. But if 
one is forced, or wishes to say, as some do, " bo far as human 
I frailty permits," let every man interpret that phrase as a plain 
negative, that is, '■! do not promise chastity;" for human 
Ifraalty does not allow men to live an nnmarried life, but only 
' angelic fortitude and celestial virtue. In this way he will 
I have a clear conscience without any vow. I offer no opinion, 
I one way or the other, whether those who have at present no 
wife ehoold marry, or remain unmarried. This must be settled 
by the general order of the Church and by oach man's discrgtion. 
But I will not conceal my honest counsel, nor withhold comfort 
from that unhappy crowd who now live in trouble vrith wife and 
children, and remain in shame, with a heavy conscience, hearing 
their wife called a priest's harlot, and the children bastards. 
And this I say frankly, by my fool's privilege. 

There is many a poor priest free from blame in all other 
respects, except that he has succumbed to human frailty and 
come to shame with a woman, both minded in their hearts to 
live together always in conjugal fidelity, if only they cooid do 
so with a good conscience, though, as it is. they live in public 
shame. I say, these two are surely married before God. I 
say, moreover, that when two are so minded, and so come to 
live together, they should save their conscience; let the man 
take the woman as his lawful wife, and live with her faithfoU] 
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I aa her husband, without considering whether the Pope approve 
or not. or whether it is forbidden by canon law, or temporal. 
The salvation of your sonl is of more importance than their \ 
tyrannons, arbitrary, wicked laws, which are not noeessary for 
BalvatioQ, nor ordained by God. Yon shonld do as the chil- 
dren of Israel did, who stole from the Egyptians the wages I 
they had earned ; or as a servant steab his well-earned wages 
from A harsh master ; in the same way do you also steal yoiu 
wife and child from the Pope. 

Let him who hag faith euongh to dare this, only follow me 
conrageously : I will not 'mislead bim. I may not have the 
Pope's authority, yet I have the anthority of a Christian to 
help my neighbour and to warn him against his sins and 
dangers. And here there is good reason for doing so. 

a. It is not every priest that can do without a woman, not only 
on account of human frailty, but still more for his household. 
It, therefore, be takes a woman, and the Pope allows this, but will 
not let them marry, what is this but expecting a man and a 
woman to live together and not to fall ? Just as if one were to 
set tire to straw, and command it should neither smoko nor burn. 

b. The Pope having no authority for ench a command, any 
more than to forbid a man to eat and drink, or to digest or 
to grow fat, no one is bound to obey it, and the Pope is 
answerable for every sin against it, for all the souls that it 
has brought to destruction, and for all the consciences that 
have been troubled and tormented by it. He has long 
deserved to be driven ont of the world, so many poor souls has 
he strangled with this Devil's rope ; though I hope that God 
has shown many more mercy at their death than the Pope did 
in their life. No good has ever come and can ever come from 
the Papacy and its laws. 

c. Even though the Pope's laws forbid it, still after the 
married state has been entered, the Pope's laws are superseded, 
and are valid no longer : for God has commanded that no man 
shall put asunder husband and wife, and this commandment ia 
far above the Pope's laws, and God's command must not bo 
cancelled or neglected for the Papal commands. It is true that 
mad lawyers have helped the Pope to invent impediments or 
hindrances to marriage, and thus troubled, divided, and p 
verted the married state : destroying the commandments 
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GoJ. "What need I say fnrtLer ? In the whole I 
Pope's canon law, there are not two lines that can instrnct a 
pious Christian, and so many false and dangerous ones, that it 
were better to treat it as waste paper. 

But if yon object that this would give offence, and that 
one must first obtain the Pope's dispensation, I answer that 
it' there is any offence in it, it is the fault of the See of Some, 
which has made unjust and unholy laws. It ia no offence 
to God and the Scriptures. Even where the Pope has power 
to grant dispensation for money by his covetous tyrannical 
laws, every Christian has power to grant dispensation in the 
same matter for the sake of Christ and the salvation of souls. 
For Christ has freed us from all human laws, especially when 
they are opposed to God and the salvation of souls, aa 
St. Paul teaches. {Gal. v. 1, and 1 Cor. viii. 9, 10.) 

15. I must not forget the poor convents. The evil spirit, 
who has troubled all estates of life by hnman laws, and 
made them unendurable, has taken possession of some Abbots, 
Abbesses, and Prelates, and led them so to rnle their brothers 
and sisters, that they do but go soon to hell, and live a 
wretched life even upon earth, as is the case with all the 
Devil's martyrs. For they havo reserved in confession all, or 
at least some, deadly sins, which are secret, and from these no 
brother may on pain of escommunieation and on his obedience 
absolve another. Now we do not always find angels every- 
where, but men of fleeh and blood, who would rather incur all 
escommonication and menace than confess their secret sins to 
a prelate or the confessor appointed for them ; consequently 
they receive the sacrament with these sins on their con- 
science, by which they become irregular ' and suffer moch 
misery. Oh blind shepherds I Oh foolish Prelates ! Oh 
ravenous wolves ! Now I say that in cases where a sin is 
public and notorious, it is only right that the Prelate alone 
should punish it, and such sins and no others ho may reserve 
and except for himself; over private sins he has no authority, 
even though they may be the worst that can be committed or 
imagined. And if the Prelate excepts these, he becomes a 
tyrant and interferes with God's judgment. 

' Luther UBBB the expression imguJnres, which was flppUod to thoBB monka 
wlia wore guilty of hcro^y, nposlafy, tronegrcsBion of th« vow uf tliastily, etc- 
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Accordingly I advise these childreu, brothers and Bieters : 
if your saperiors will not allow you to confess yonr secret 
Bina to wliomsoever yon will, then take thorn yonraelf, and 
confess them to your brother or aistor, to whomsoever yon 
will ; be absolved and comforted, and then go or do what 
your wish or duty commands ; only believe firmly that you have 
been abaolveJ, and nothing more is necessary. And let not 
their threats of eseommnnication, or irregularity, or what not, 
trouble or disturb you ; these only apply to public or uotoHons 
sins, if they ate not confessed: yon are not touched by them. 
How canst thou take upon thyaelf, thou blind Prelate, to 
restrain private sins by thy threats ? Give op what thou 
canst not keep publicly ; let God's judgment and mercy also 
have its place with thy inferiors. He has not given them into 
thy hands so completely as to have let them go out of His 
own ; nay, thou hast received the amaller portion. Consider 
tby statutes as nothing more than thy statntes, and do not 
make them equal to God'a judgment in Heaven. 

16. It were also right to abolish annual festivals, processions, 
and masses for the dead, or at lea.st to diminish their nomber; 
for we evidently see that they have become no better than 
a mockery, exciting the anger of God, and having no object 
but money getting, eating and drinking. How should it 
please God to bear the poor vigils and masses mumbled 
in this wretched way, neither read nor prayed ? Even when 
they are properly read, it is not done freely for the love of 
God, bat for the love of money and as payment of a debt. 
Now it ifl impossible that anything should please God, or win j 
anything from Him that is not done freely, out of love for | 
Him, Therefore, as true Christians, we ought to abolish or ■ 
lessen a practice that we see is abused, and that angers God 
instead of appeasing Him, I should prefer, and it would he 
more agreeable to God's will, and far better for a foundation, 
church or convent, to put all the yearly masses and vigila 
together into one mass, so that they would every year cele- 
brate, on one day, a true vigil and mass with hearty sincerity, 
devotion and faith, for all their benefactors. This would be 
better than their thousand upon thousand maasBS said every 
year — each for a particular benefactor — without devotion and 
faith. My dear fellow-ChriBtiana! God cares not for mach 
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prayer, but for good prayer. Nay, He [»>D<leiiiDB long and 
frequent prayers (Matt. vi. 2. aeq.), saying : " Verily I say 
unto you, they Lave their reward." Bnt it ia the greed that 
cannot trust fiod by which such practices are set np; it is 
afraid it will die of starvation. 

17. One ebould also abolish certain panisbments inflict^ by 
the canon law, eBpecially the interdict, which is donbtless the 
invention of the evil one. Is it not the mark of the Deril to 
wish to better one sin by more and worse eina ? It is surely 
« greater sin to silence God's word and service, than if wc 
were to kill twenty Popes at once, not to speak of a single 
priest or of keeping back the goods of the Church. This is 
one of those gentle virtues which are learnt in the Spiritual 
law ; for the Canon or Spiritual Ian is so called becattae it 
comes from a spirit— not however from the Holy Spirit, bnt 
from the Evil Spirit. 

Excommanication should not be used except where the 
Scriptures command it: that is, against those that have not 
the right faith, or that live in open sin, and not in matters of 
temporal goods. But now the case has been inverted; each 
Diim believes and lives as he pleases, especially those that 
plunder and disgrace others with excommunications ; and all 
escommnnications are now only in matters of worldly goods. 
For which ne have no one to thank but the holy canonical 
injustice. But of all this I have spoken previously in » 
sermon. 

The other punishments and penalties — suspension, irr< 
larity, aggravation, re-aggravation, deposition,' thunder] 
lightning, cnrsing, damning and what not, all these sliould be 
buried ten fathoms deep in the earth, that their very namo and 
memory may no longer live upon earth. The evil spirit, 
who was let loose by the spiritual law, has brought all this 
terrible plague and misery into the heavenly kingdom of the 
holy Church, and has thereby brought abont nothing but the 
barm and dostrnction of souls, that we may well apply to 
the words of Christ (Matt, xxiii. 13): "But woe nnto 

' Lulliur enumernU'? here the various gnules iif punishment iufibud fl 
firiegth. 'JTie angmvatum CflD»i«ed tif a threat of ex conimuni cation, ftfti 
thriue-ivpeat«d ndmonition, wtiilst tbc oonsequcnce of re-aggravation 1 
immediste escominuninitiMi. 
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scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for you slint up the kingdom 
of hearen against men : for ye neither go in yonrselves, neither 
snEer ye them that are entering to go in." 

IS. One shonld abolish all saints' days, keeping only Son- 
day. But if it were deaired to keep the festival of Onr Lady 
and the greater saints, they should all be held on Sundays, 
or only in the morning with the mass ; the rest of the day 
being a working day. My reason is this : with our present 
abases of drinking, gambling, idling, and all manner of sin, we 
vex God more on holy days than on others. And the matter is 
juet reversed ; we have made holy days unholy, and work- 
ing days holy, and do no service but great dishonour to God 
and His saints with all our holy dnys. There arc some 
foolish prelates that think they have done a good deed, if they 
eatablisb a festival to St. Otilia, or St. Barbara, and the like, 
each in his own blind fashion, whilst he would be doing a much 
better work to turn a saint's day into a working day, in honour 
of a saint. 

Besides these spiritual evils, these saints' days inflict bodily 
injury on the common man in two ways : he loses a day'a 
work and he spende more than usual, besides weakening his 
body and making himself unfit for labour, as we see every *■ 
day, and yet no one tries to improve it. One should not 
consider whether the Pope instituted these festivals, or whether 
we require his dispensation or permission. If anything is 
contrary to God's will and harmful to men in body and soul, 
not only has every community, council or government 
authority to prevent and abolish such wrong without the 
knowledge or consent of Pope or bishop ; but it is their duty, 
as they value their soul's salvation, to prevent it, even though 
Pope and bishop (that should he the first to do so) are un- 
willing to see it stopped. And first of all we should abolish 
church wakes, since they are nothing but taverns, fairs and 
gaming places, to the greater dishonour of God and the dam- 
nation of souls. It is no good to make a talk about their 
having had a good origin and being good works. Did not God 
set aside His own law that He had given forth out of heaven, 
when He saw that it was abused? and does He not now reverse 
every day what He has appointed, and destroy what He baa 
made, on account of the same perverse misuse, as it is written ' 
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in the eightoenth Psnlm (v. 26) : " With the froward thou i 
show thyself froward." 

19. The degrees of relatioQship in which marriage is for- 
bidden must be altered, such as so-called spiritual relations ' 
in tho third and fourth degrees; and where the Pope at 
Borne can dispense in such matters fur money, and make shante- 
fnl bargains, every priest should have the power of grant- 
ing the same dispensations freely for the salvation of souls. 
Would to God that all those things that have to be bought 
at Rome, for freedom from the golden noose of the canon 
law, might be given by any priest without payment, sneh as 
Indulgences, letters of Indulgences, letters of dispensation, 
mass letters, and all the other religious licences and knaverii-Fi 
at Rome by which the poor people are deceived and robbed 1 
For if the Pope has the power to sell for money his golden 
snares, or canon nets (laws, I should say), much more has a 
priest the power to cancel them and to trample on them for 
God's sake. But if he has no such power, then the Pope can 
have no authority to sell them in his shameful fair. 

Besides this, fasts must be made optional, and every kind of 
food made free, as is commanded in the Gospels. (Matt, xv, 11.) 
For whilst at Rome they laugh at fasts, they let us abroad 
eat oil which they would not think fit for greasing their boots. 
and then sell ns the hberty of eating butter and other things, 
whereas the Apostle saytt, that the Gospel has given us 
freedom in all such matters. (1 Cor. i. 25 eeq.) But they have 
caught us in their canon law and have robbed ub of this 
right, BO that we have to buy it back from them ; they have 
80 terrified the consciences of the people, that one cannot 
preach this liberty without rousing the anger of the people, 
who think the eating of butter to be a worse sin than lying, 
swearing and unchastity. We may make of it what we will^l 
it is but the work of man, and no good can ever come of it. ^M 

20. The country chapels and churches must be destroyed]^ 
euch as those to which the new pilgrimages have been set 
on foot, "Wilsnacht, Sternberg, Treves, the Grimmeuthal, 
and now Ratisbon, and many others. Oh what a reckoning 
there will be for those bishops that allow these inventions of 
tho Devil and make a profit out of them ! They should be the 
' Thone, naintly, liotwecn Bronwrc at DaptiEia ninl iheir Godchildren. _ 
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first to Btop it; they think that it is a godly, holy thing, 
ftnd do not see that the Devil does thla to strengthen coTet- 
onanesB, to teach false beliefs, to weaken parish cbnrches, to 
increase druukenneas and debanchery, to waste money and 
lahonr, and simply to lead the poor people by the nose. If 
they had only studied the Scriptnres as much as their accnrsed 
canon law, they would know well how to deal with the matter. 

The miracles performed there prove nothing, for the Evil One 
can also show wonders, as Christ has taught na, (Matt. sxiv. 24.) 
If they took up the matter earnestly, and forbade such doings, 
the miracles would soon eoase ; or if they were done by God, 
they would not be prevented by their commands. And if 
there were nothing else to prove that these are not works of 
God, it would be enough that people go about turbulently 
and irrationally like herds of cattle, which could not possibly 
come from God. God has not commanded it ; there ia no 
obedience, and no merit in it ; and therefore it should be 
vigorously interfered with and the people warned against it. 
For what is not commanded by God and goes beyond God's 
commandments is surely the Devil's own work. In this way 
also the pariah churches suffer, in that they are less venerated. 
In fine, these pilgrimages are signs of great want of faith in 
the people; for if they truly believed, they would find all 
things in their own churches, where they are commanded to go. 

But what is the use of my speaking ? Every man thinks 
only how he may get up such a pilgrimage in his own dis- 
trict, not caring whether the people believes and lives rightly. 
The rulers are like the people — blind leaders of the blind. 
"Where pilgrimages are a failure, they begin to glorify their 
saints; not to honour the saints, who are sufficiently honoured 
without them, but to cause a concourse, and to bring in money. 
Then Pope and bishops help them ; it rains indulgences, and 
every one can afford to buy them ; but what God has com- 
manded no one cares for; no one runs after it, no one can 
afford any money for it, Alas for our blindness, that we not 
only suffer the Devil to have his way with his phantoms, but 
support him ! I msh one would leave the good saints alone 
and not lead the poor people astray. What spirit gave the 
Pope authority to " glorify " the saints ? Who tells him whether 
they are holy, or not holy ? Are there not enough sins on 
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fiarth, as it is, but we most tempt God, interfere in His jni^ 
ment, and make money-bags of his saints? Therefore my 
advice is to let the saints glorify themselves ; or rather. God 
alone should glorify them, and every man ehonld keep to 
his own parish, where he will profit more than in all these 
shrines, even if they were all pnt together into one shrine. 
Here a man finds Baptism, the Sacrament, preaching, and his 
neighhonr, and these are more than all the saints in Heaven, 
for it is by God's word and sacrament that they have all been 
hallowed. 

Oar contempt for these great matters jnetifies God's anger 
in giving us over to the devil to lead us astrayj to get up 
pilgrimages, to found churches and chapels, to glorify the 
saints and to commit other like foUies, by which we are led 
astray from the true faith into new false beliefs ; just as he 
did in old time with the people of Israel, whom he led away 
from the temple to countless other places ; ail the while in 
God's name, and with the appearance of holiness, against 
which all the prophets preached, suffering martyrdom for 
their words. But now no one preaches against it ; and 
probably if ho did, bishops. Popes, priests and monks would 
combine to martyr him. In this way Antonius of Florence 
and many others are made saints, bo that their holiness 
may serve to produce glory and wealth, whereas otherwise 
they would have served simply as good examples for the glory 
of God. 

Even if this glorification of the Saints bad been good 
it is not good now ; just as many other things were g< 
once and are now occasion of offence and injurious, such aB 
holidays, ecclesiastical treasures and ornaments. For it is 
evident that what is aimed at in the glorification of saints is 
not the glory of God, nor the bettering of Christendom, but 
money and fame alone ; one church wishes to have an advan- 
tage over another, and would be sorry to see another church 
enjoying the same advantages. In this way they have in 
these latter days abused the goods of the Church so as to gain 
the goods of the world ; so that everything, and even God 
Himself, must serve their avarice. Moreover these privileges 
cause nothing but dissensions and worldly pride ; one church 
being different from the rest, they despise or magnify one 
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another, wLereas all goods that are of God should be commoa 
to all, and ahonld serve to produce nnity. This, too, is why 
they please the Pope, who would be sorry to see all Christians 
equal and at one with one another. 

Here must he added that one should abolish, or treat as of 
no aeconnt, or give to all churches alike, the licences, bolls, 
and whatever the Pope sells at his flaying-groond at Kome. 
For if he sells or gives to Wittenberg, to Halle, to Venice, and 
above all to his own city of Borne, special permissions, privi- 
leges, indulgences, graces, advantages, faculties, why does he 
not give them to all churches alike ? Is it not his dnty to do 
all that he can for all Christians without reward, solely for 
God's sake, nay, even to shed his blood for them ? ^\^ly then, 
I should like to know, does he give or sell these things to one 
church and not to another ? Or does this accnrsed gold make 
a diflference in hia Holiness 's eyes between Christians who all 
alike have baptism, gospel, faith, Christ, God, and all things ? 
Do they wish ua to be blind, when our eyes can see, to be 
fools, when we have reason, that we should worship this 
greed, knavery and delusion ? He is a shepherd forsooth — so 
long aa yon have money, no further ; and yet they are not 
ashamed to practise all this knavery right and left with their 
bulls. They care only for that accursed gold and for nought 
besides. 

Therefore my advice is this: If this folly is not done away 
with, let all pious Christians open their eyes and not be de- 
ceived by these Romish Bulls and seals, and all their specious 
pretences ; let them stop at home in their own churches, and 
be satisfied with their Baptism, Gospel, Faith, Christ and God 
(who is everywhere the same), and let the Pope continue to 
be a blind leader of the bUnd. Neither Pope nor angel can 
give you as much as God gives you in your own parish ; nay, 
he only leads you away from God's gifts, which you have for 
nothing, to his own gifts, which you must buy ; giving you lead 
for gold, skin for meat, strings for a purse, wax for honey, 
words for goods, the letter for the spirit ; as you can see for 
yourselves though you will not perceive it. If you try to 
ride to heaven on the Pope's wax and parchment, your carriage 
will soon break down and you will fall into hell, not in God's 
name. 
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Let this be a fixed rule for yon^ Whatever has to be bought 
of the Pope is neither good, nor of God. For whatever comes 
from God is not only given freely, but all the world is 
punished and condemned for not accepting it freely. So is it 
with the Gospel and the works of God. We have deserved to 
be led into these errors, because we have despised God's holy 
word and the grace of baptism, as St. Paul says : '' And for 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness." 
(2 Thess. ii. 11, 12.) 

21. It is one of the most urgent necessities to abolish all 
begging in Christendom. No one should go about begging 
among Christians. It would not be hard to do this, if we 
attempted it with good heart and courage : each town should 
support its own poor and should not allow strange beggars 
to come in — whatever they may call themselves : pilgrims or 
mendicant monks. Every town could feed its own poor ; and 
if it were too small, the people in the neighbouring villages 
should be called upon to contribute. As it is, they have to 
support many knaves and vagabonds under the name of beggars. 
If they did what I propose, they would at least know who 
were really poor or not. 

There should also be an overseer or guardian who should 
know all the poor, and should inform the town or council, or 
the priest, of their requirements ; or some other similar provision 
might be made. There is no occupation, in my opinion, in 
which there is so much knavery and cheating as among 
beggars ; and it could so easily be prevented. This general, 
unrestricted begging is, besides, injurious for the common 
people. I estimate that of the five or six orders of mendicant 
monks, each one visits every place more than six or seven times 
in the year ; then there are the common beggars, messengers 
and pilgrims ; in this way I calculate every city has a black- 
mail levied on it about sixty times a year, not counting rates 
and taxes paid to the civil government and the useless 
robberies of the Boman See ; so that it is to my mind one of 
the greatest of God's miracles how we manage to live and 
support ourselves. 

Some may think that in this way the poor would not be well 
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cared for, and that sach great stone houses and convents would 
not be built, and not so plentifully, and I think so too« But 
there would be no harm in that If a man will be poor, he 
should not be rich ; if he will be rich, let him put his hand to 
the plough, and get wealth himself out of the earth. It is 
enough to provide decently for the poor, that they may not die 
of cold and hunger. It is not right, that one should work that 
another may be idle, and live ill that another may live well, as 
is now the perverse abuse, for St Paul says (2 Thess. iii. 10): 
"If any would not work, neither should he eat.'* Gk>d has 
not ordained that any one should live of the goods of others, 
except priests and ministers alone, as St. Paul says (1 Cor. ix. 
14), for their spiritual work's sake ; as also Christ says to the 
Apostles (Luke x. 7) : " The labourer is worthy of his hire." 

22. It is also to be feared that the many masses that have 
been founded in convents and foundations, instead of doing any 
good, arouse God's anger ; wherefore it would be well to endow 
no more masses and to abolish many of those that have been 
endowed ; for we see that they are only looked upon as sacrifices 
and good works, though in truth they are sacraments like bap- 
tism and confession, and as such profit him only that receives 
them. But now the custom obtains of saying masses for the 
living and the dead, and everything is based upon them. This 
is the reason why there are so many, and that they have come 
to be what we see. 

But perhaps all this is a new and unheard of doctrine, 
especially in the eyes of those that fear to lose their livelihood, 
if these masses were abolished. I must therefore reserve 
what I have to say on this subject until men have arrived at 
a truer understanding of the mass, its nature and use. The 
mass has, alas ! for so many years been turned into means of 
gaining a livelihood, that I should advise a man to become a 
shepherd, a labourer, rather than a priest, or monk, unless he 
knows what the mass is. 

All this, however, does not apply to the old foundations and 
chapters; which were doubtless founded in order that, since 
according to the custom of Germany all the children of nobles 
cannot be landowners and rulers, they should be provided for in 
these foundations, and these serve God freely, study and become 
learned themselves, and help others to acquire learning. I 
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am Speaking only of the new foundations, endowed for prayeiB 

and masBes, by the example of which the old foundations have 
become burdened with the like prayers and masses, making 
them of very little, if of any nse. Through Orod'a righteonB 
punishment they have at last come down to the dregs as they 
deserre ; that is, to the noiee of eiugers and organs, and cold, 
spiritleBS masses, with no end but to gain and spend the 
money due to them. Popea, bishops and doctors should 
examine and report on such things ; as it is they are the 
guiltiest, allowing anything that brings them money ; the 
blind ever leading the blind. This comes of covetousneea and 
the canon law. 

It must, moreover, not be allowed in fntare that one man 
should have more than one endowment or prebend. He shonld 
be content with a moderate position in life, so that others may 
have something besides himself; and thus we mast put a stop 
to the excuses of those that say that they mast have morn 
than one office to enable them to live in their proper station. 
It is posaible to estimate one's proper station in such a way, 
that a whole kingdom would not suffice to maintain it. So it 
is that covetousness and want of faith in God go hand in 
hand, and often men take for the rei^nirements of their station 
what is mere covetoasness and want of faith. 

23. As for the fraternities, together with indnlgent 
letters of indulgence, dispensations, masses and all the rest of' 
snch things, let it all be drowned and abolished ; there is no 
good in it at all. If the Pope has the authority to grant 
dispensation in the matter of eating butter and hearing masses, 
let him allow priests to do the same ; he has no right to take 
the power from them. I speak also of the fraternities in 
which indnlgences, masses, and good works are distributed. 
My friend, in baptism you joined a fraternity of which Christ, 
the angels, the saints and all Christians are members; be 
true to this, and satisfy it, and you will have fraternities enough. 
Let others make what show they wish ; they arc as counters 
compared to coins. But if there were a fraternity that 
subscribed money to feed the poor, or to help others in any 
way, this would be good, and it would have its indulgence and 
its deserts in Heaven. But now they are good for nothing but 
gluttony and drunkenness. 



tion ^^ 
ittrf^ 



ADDRESS TO THE NOBILI'lT 



73 



First of all we should espel from nil German lands the Pope's 
legates with their faculties, which they sell to na for much 
money, though it is all knavery ; aa, for inatance, their taking 
money for making goods nnlawfully acqtiired to be good, 
for freeing from oaths, vows, and bonds, thus destroying and 
teaching others to destroy truth and faith mutually pledged ; 
saying the Pope has authority to do so. It is the Evil Spirit 
that bids them talk thus, and so they sell us the Devil's 
teaching, and take money for teaching us sins and leading ns 
to hell. , 

If there were nothing else to show that the Pope is Anti- ' 
chriet, this would be enough. Dost thou hear this, Pope ! , 
not the moat holy, but the most sinful ? Would that God 
would hurl thy Chair headlong from heavon, and cast it down 
into the abyss of hell ! Who gave yon the power to exalt 
yourself above your God ? To break and to loose what He baa 
commanded ? To teach Chriatians, more especially Germans, 
who are of noble nature, and are famed in all histories for up- 
rightness and truth, to be false, unfaithful, perjured, tre&cherooa 
and wicked ? God has commanded to keep faith and observe 
oaths even with enemies ; you dare to cancel this command, 
laying it down in your heretical, anticbristiau decretals, that 
you have power to do so ; and through your month and your 
pen Satan lies aa he never lied before, teaching you to twist' 
aud pervert the Scriptures according to your own arbitrary ) 
will. 0, Lord Christ ! look down upon this, let Thy day of I 
jndgment cume and destroy the Devil's lair at Borne. Behold 
him of whom St. Paul spoke (2 Thess. ii., 3, 4), that he should 
exalt himself above Thee and ait in Thy Church, ahovring 
himHolf as God — the man of sin, and the cliild of dam- 
nation. What else does the Pope's power do, but teach and 
strengthen sin and wickedness, leading souls to damnation in 
Thy name ? 

The children of Israel in old times kept the oath that they 
had sworn, in ignorance and error, to the Gibeonitea, their 
enemies. And King Zodekiab was destroyed utterly with his 
people, becanso he broke the oath that be liad sworn to the 
-King of Babylon, And among us, a hundred years ago, 
the noble King Ladislaus V. of Poland and Hungary was slaiu 
by the Turk with so many of his people, because he allowed 
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himself to be misled by Papal legates and cardinals, and broti^ 
the good and nsefnl treaty that lie bad made with th« 
Turk. The pions Emperor Sigiamond had no good fortune 
after the Coimcil of Constance, in which he allowed the knaves 
to violate the safe conduct that he had promised to John Hues 
and Jerome ; from this has followed all the miserable strife 
between Bohemia and oarselves. And in our own time, God 
help ns I how much Christian blood has been shed on Bccount 
of the oath and bond which Pope Jnlins made and unmade 
between the Emperor Maximilian and King Lewis of France 1 
How can I tell all the misery the Popes have caused by such 
devilish insolence, claiming the power of breakiiigoaths between 
great lords, causing a shameful scandal for the sake of 
money! I hope the day of judgment is at hand; things cannot 
and will not become worse than the dealings of the Roman 
Chair. The Pope treads God's commandments under foot ao^H 
esalta his own ; if this is not Antichrist I do not know what i^M 
But of this and to more purpose another time. ^M 

24. It is high time to take up earnestly and tmthfnll^ 
the cause of the Bohemians, to unite them with ourselves 
and onrselves with them, so that all mutual accusations, envy 
and hatred may cease. I will be the first, in my capacity of 
fool, to give my opinion, with all due deference to those of 
better understanding. 

First of all, we must honestly confess the truth, without at- 
tempting self-justification, and own one thing to the Bohemians, 
namely, that John Hubs and Jerome of Praguo were burnt 
at Constance in violation of the Papal, Christian, and Im- 
perial oath and safe conduct, and that thus God's command- 
ment was broken and the Bohemians excited to great anger. 
And though, no doubt, they ought to have been perfect men, 
and have patiently endured this wrong and disobedience to 
God, yet we cannot expect them to approve it and think it 
right. Nay, even now they should run any danger of Ufa.. 
and limb rather than own that it is right to break an J 
perial. Papal, Christian safe conduct and act faithlessly i 
opposition to it. Therefore, though the Bohemians may be ^ 
to blame for their impatience, yet the Pope and bis followers 
are most to blame for all the misery, all the error and destruc- 
i/oij of souls, that followed this CouncW oS CoTisVauna. 
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It is not my intention here to judge Jobn Hnas's belief &nd 
to defend bis errora ; although my underatanding haa not been \ 
able to find any error in him, and I would willingly believe 1 
that men who violated a safe conduct and God'a commandment 
(doubtless posaeased rather by the evil spirit than by the Spirit \ 
of God) were unable to judge well or to condemn with truth. 
No one can imagine that the Holy Ghoat can break God's 
commandmenta ; no one can deny that it is breaking God'a 
commandments to violate faith and a safe conduct, even 
though it were promised to the devil himself, much more 
then in the ease of a heretic ; it is also notorious that a safe 
conduct was promised to John Huss and the Bohemians, and 
that the promise was broken and Huss was burnt. I have no 
wish to make a saint or a martyr of John Huss (as some 
Bohemians do), though I own that he was treated unjnstly, and 
that his books and bis doctrines were wrongfully condemned; 
for God's judgments are inscrutable and terrible, and none 
but Himself may reveal or explain them. 

All I say is this : Granting he was a heretic, however bad be 
may have been, yet be was bornt unjustly and in violation of 
God'a commandments, and we must not require the Bohemians 
to approve this, if we wish ever to be at one with them. Plain 
trnth must unite us, not obstinacy. It is uo use to say, as 
they said at the time, that a safe conduct need not be kept, if 
promised to a heretic ; that is as much as to say, one may break 
God's commandments, in order to keep God's commandments. 
They were infatuated and blinded by the Devil, that they 
could not see what they said or did. God has commanded us to 
observe a safe conduct ; and this we mast do though the world 
should perish, much more then where it is only a question of 
a heretic being let free. We should overcome heretics with 
books, not with fire, as the old Fathers did. If there were any 
skill in overcoming heretics with fire the executioner would be 
the most learned doctor in the world ; and there would be no 
need to study, but he that conld get another into hia power 
conld burn him. 

Besides this, the Emperor and the Princes should send to 
Bohemia several pious, learned bishops and doctors, but, for 
their life, no cardinal or legate or inquisitor, for such people 
aie far too unlearned in oU CkriaUau mv».V\.iii%, a-iii. ^'^ "WA. 
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aeek the salvation of eoala ; but like all tlie Papal hypocriteS^^ 
they aeek only their own glory, profit and hononr; they were 
also the leaders In that calamitous affair at Constance. Snt 
those learned men should in<][aire into the faith of the Bohemians 
to ascertain whether it would be possible to unite all their sects 
into one. Moreover the Pope should (for their souls' sake) for a 
time abandon his supremacy and, in accordance with the statutes 
of the Nicene Coancil, allow the Bohemians to choose for them- 
selves an Archbishop of Prague, This choice to be confirmed 
by the Bishops of Olmfltz in Moravia, or of Grun in Hungary, 
or the Bishop of Gnesen in Poland, or the Bishop of Magdeburg 
in Germany. It is enough that it be confirmed by one or two 
of these bishops, as in the time of St, Cyprian. And tbe 
Pope has no authority to forbid it ; if he forbids it, he acts as a 
wolf and a tyrant, and no one should obey him, but answer bis 
excommunication by escommunicating him. 

Tet if, for the honour of the Chair of St. Poter, any one prefers 
to do this with the Pope's knowledge, I do not object, provided 
that the Bohemians do not pay a farthing for it, and that the 
Pope do not bind them a single hair's breadth, or subject them 
to his tyranny by oath, as he dues all other bishops, against 
God and justice. If he is not satisfied with the honour 
of his assent being asked, leave him alone by all means with 
his own rights, laws, and tyrannies ; be content with the election, 
and let the blood of all the souls that are in danger be upon 
hia head. For no man may countenance wrong, and we have 
already shown enough respect to tyranny. II" we cannot do 
otherwise, we may consider the popular election and consent 
as equal to a tyrannical confirmation ; but 1 hope this will 
not be necessary. Sooner or later some Romans, or pious 
bishops and learned men, must perceive and avert the Pope's 
tyranny. 

I do not advise that they be forced to abandon the sacrament 
in both kinds, for it is neither unchristian nor heretical. 
They should be allowed to continue in their present way ; but 
the new bishop must see that there he no dissensions about 
this matter, and they must learn that neither practice is 
actually wrong; just as there need ho no disputes about the 
priests not wearing the same dress as the laity. In the same 
way, if they do not wish to submit to the canon laws of the 
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Boman Cbnrch, we must not force tliem, but we mnst content 
onrsclTes with seeing that they live in faith and according to 
the Scriptures. For Christian life and Christian faith may 
very well eiist without the Pope's unbearable lawa; nay, they 
cannot well exist until there are fewer of tboge laws or none. 
Our baptism has freed us and made us subject to God's word I 
alone, why then should we suffer a man to make us the slaves 
of his words ? As St. Paal says : " Stand fast, therefore, in/ 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be nob 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage." (Gal. v. I.) 

If 1 knew that the only error of the Hussites ' was that 
they believe that in the sacrament of the altar there is trne 
broad and wine, though nndec it the body and the blood 
of Christ ; if, I say, this were their only error, I should not 
condemn them ; but let the Bishop of Prague see to this. For 
it is not an article of faith that in the sacrament there is bread 
and wine in substance and nature, which is a delusion of 
St. Thomas and the Pope : but it is an article of faith, that in 
the natural bread and wine there is Christ's true flesh and blood, 
We should accordingly tolerate the views of both parties until 
they are at one ; for there is not much danger whether you 
believe there is, or there is not, bread in the sacrament. For 
we have to suffer many forms of belief and order that do 
not injure the Faith ; but if they believe otherwise, it would 
be bettor not to unite with them, and yet to instrnct them in 
the tmth. 

All other errors and dissensions to be found in Bohemia 
should be tolerated until the Archbishop has been reinstated, 
and has succeeded, in time, in uniting the whole people 
in one harmonious doctrine. We shall never unite them by i 
force, by driving or harrying them. We must be patient, i 
and use gentleness. Did not Christ have to walk with His | 
disciples, suffering their unbelief, until they believed in Hia 
resurrection ? If they had but once more a regular bishop, and 
good discipline without Bomish tyranny, I think matters would 
mend. 

The temporal possessions of the Chnrch should not be too 
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strictly claimed ; bot since we are CliriHtianB and bound to help 
one another, wo have the right to give them these things for 
the sake of unity, and to let them keep them, before God and tlie 
world ; for Christ aays : " Where two or three are gathered 
together in My name, there am I in the midst of them." Would 
to God, we helped on botli aides to bring about thia unity, 
giving our hands one to the other in brotherly humility, not 
insiating on our authority or our rightB.! Love ia more, and 
more necessary than the Papacy at Eome ; the Papacy can 
exist without love, and love can exist without the Papacy. I 
hope I have done my best for this end. If the Pope or hia 
followers hinder this good work, they will have to give an 
account of their actions, for having, against the love of God. 
Bought their own advantage more than their neighboars*. The 
Pope should abandon his Papacy, all his posaeesions and 
honours,] if he could save a aoul by so doing. But he would 
rather see the world go to ruin than give up a hair's breadth 
of the power he has usurped ; and yet he would be our most 
holy father ! Herewith am I at least excused. 

25. The Universities also require a good, sound Reformation. 
I must say this, let it vex whom it may. The fact is that 
whatever the Papacy has ordered or instituted is only de- 
signed for the propagation of sin and error. What are tlie 
Universities, as at present ordered, but as the Book of Mac- 
cabees says 1 " Schools of ' Greek fashion ' and ' heathenish 
manners.' " (2 Maccab. iv. 12, 13) ; full of dissolute living, 
where very little is taught of the Holy Scriptures and of the 
Christian faith, and the blind heathen teacher, Aristotle, rule*, 
even further than Christ. Now, my advice would be that 
books of Aristotle, the ' Physics,' the ' Metaphysics,' ' Of 
Soul,' ' Ethics,' which have hitherto been considered the hesV 
be altogether abolished, with all others that profess to treat of 
nature, though nothing can be learned from them, either of 
natural or of spiritual things. Besides, no one has been able 
to underatand hia meaning, and much time has been wasted, 
and many noble aouls vexed, with much useless labour, study, 
and expense, I venture to say that any potter has more 
knowledge of natural things than is to be found in these 
books. My heart is grieved to see how many of the best 
CbriBtiaua this accursed, proud, knaviiih Veaftiew Va& IwiVkA. 
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and led sstrsr with his blee words. God sent him »s a 
plague for onr sins, 

Do^ not the wretched man in bis best book, ' Of tho Soul,' 
teach that the soul diee nitb the bod; ; though many hare tried 
to save bJm with Tain words, as if we had not the Holy 
Scriptures to teach ns folly of all things, of which Arietotle 
had not the slightest perception. Yet this dead heathen has 
conquered, and has hindered and almost suppressed the books 
of the living Crod ; so that, when I see all this misery, I cannot 
but think that the eril spirit has introduced this stndy. 

Then there is the ' Ethics,' which is aceonnted one of the 
best, though no book is more directly contrary to God's will 
and the Christian virtues. Oh, that such books could be kept 
out of the reacb of all Christians ! Let no one object that I 
say too much, or speak without knowledge. My friend, I 
know of what I speak. I know Aristotle as well as you or men 
like you. I have read him with more understanding than 
St. Thomas or Scotus; which I may say without arrogance, 
and can prove if need be. It matters not that so many great 
minds have exercised themselves in these matters for many 
hundred years. Such objections do not affect me as they 
might have done once ; since it is plain as day that many more 
errors have existed for many hundred years in the world and 
the Universities. 

I would, however, gladly consent that Aristotle's books of 
Logic, Khetoric and Poetic should bo retained ; or they might 
be usefully studied in a condensed form, to practise young 
people in speaking and preaching ; but the notes and comments 
should be abolished, and just as Cicero's Khetoric is read without 
note or comment, Aristotle's Logic should bo read without such 
long commentaries. But now neither speaking nor preaching 
are taught out of them, and they are nsed only for disputation 
and confusion. Besides this there are languages, Latin, Greek 
and Hebrew, the Mathematics, History ; but this I leave 
to men of higher understanding ; if they serionsly strive 
after reform, all these things will come of themselves. And 
truly it is an important matter ! for it concerns the teach- 
ing and training of Christian youths and of our noble people, in 
whom Christianity still abides. Therefore I think that Popo 
and Emperor conld have no better tusk than tho r«tonmi.tion. of 
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the Universitiea, just as there is nothing more derilii 
mischievous than an nnrefonaed University. 

Physicians I wonld leave to reform their own 
Lawyers and Theologians I take under my charge, and a»y' 
firstly, that it woald be right to abolish the canon law entirety, 
from beginning to end, more especially the decretals. We are 
taught quite sufficiently in the Bible how we ought to act ; all 
this study only prevents the study of the Scriptures, and for 
the most part it is tainted with covetousness and pride. And 
even though there were some good in it. it should nevertholeaa.' ■ 
be destroyed, for the Pope having the canon law in seriniM 
pectoris,' all further study is useless and deceitful. At thfl 
present time the canon law is not to be found in the books, ^ 
but in the whims of the Pope and his sycophants. Tou 
may have settled a matter in the best possible way according to 
the canon law, but the Pope has his acrinium pecforis. to which 
all law must bow in all the world. Now this serijiiuvt is often- 
times directed by some knave, and the devil himself, whilst it 
boasts that it is directed by the Holy Ghost. This is the way 
they treat Christ's poor people, imposing many laws and keeping 
none ; forcing others to keep them, or to free themselves by 
money. 

Therefore since the Pope and his followers have canoell* 
the whole canon law, despising it and setting their own 
above all the world, we should follow them and reject the hooks. 
Why should we study them to no purpose ? We should never 
he able to know the Pope's caprice, which has now become the 
canon law. Let it fall then in God's name, after having risen 
in the devil's name. Let there be henceforth no 
decretorum, but let them all be doctores scrinii papalts, that 
the Pope's sycophants. They say that there is no better 
temporal government than among the Turks, though they have 
no canon nor civil law, but only their Koran ; we must at least 
own that there is no worse government than ours with its 
canon and civil law, for no estate lives according to the 
Scriptures, or even according to natural reason. 

The civil law, too, good God I what a wilderness it is become I 
It is, indeed, much better, more skilful and more honest 
the canon law, of which nothing is good but the name. Stiul 
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there is far too mnch of it. Surely good governors, judging 
according to the Scriptures, would be law enough, as St. Ptiul 
eaya : " Ib it bo, that there ie not a wise man among you ? No, 
not one that ahall he able to judge betw)?LTi his brethren ? " 
(1 Cor. vi. 5.) I think alBothat the common law and the usage 
of the country should be preferred to the Utw of the Empire, 
and that tho law of the Empire should only be nsed in 
cases of necessity. And would to (jod that, as each land has 
its own peculiar character and nature, they could all be 
governed by their own simple laws, just as they were governed 
before the law of the Empire was devised, and aa many are 
governed even now I Elaborate and far-fetched laws are only 
bnidousome to the people, and a hindrance rather than a help . 
to business. But I hope that others have thought of this, and 
considered it to more purpose than I could. 

Our worthy Theologians have saved themselves much trouble 
and labour by leaving the Bible alone and only reading the 
Sentences.' I should have thought that young Theologians 
might hegtn by studying the Sentences and that Doctors 
should study the Bible. How they invert this : the Bible is 
the first thing they study ; this ceases with the Bachelor's 
degree ; the Sentences are the last, and these they keep for 
ever with the Doctor's degree ; and this too under such sacred 
obligation that one that is not a priest may read the Bible, 
but a priest must read the Sentences ; so that, as far as I can 
see, a married man might he a Doctor in the Bible, but not in 
the Sentences. How should we prosper so long as we act so 
perversely, and degrade the Bible, the holy word of God? 
Besides this, the Pope orders with many stringent words that 
his laws be read and used in schools and courts ; while the law 
of the Gospel is but little considered. The result is that in 
schools and courts the Gospel lies dusty on the shelf, so that 
the Pope's mischievous laws may alone bo in force, 

Since, then, we hold the name and title of teachers of the 
Holy Bcriptures, we should verily be forced to act according to 
onr title, and to teach the Holy Scriptures and nothing else. 
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' Luther refere here to tlie ' Sentences ' cif Prtrus Lonibardus, 
eftUed nmgitter tmUntiaTum, which formed the basis uf nil Uopmat 
pretatiun from about (he niiddla of the 12th ceotury down to the fiefonna- 
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Although, indeed, it is a proud, preaumptuous title, for a man 
to proclaim himself teacher of the Scriptures, still it could be 
suffered, if the works confirmed the title. But as it ie, under 
the rule of the SenteuceB, we find among Theologians more 
human and heathenish fallacies than true holy knowledge of 
the Scriptures. What then are we to do ? I know not, except 
to pray humbly to God to give us Doctors of Theology. Doctors 
of Arts, of Medicine, of Law. of the Sentences, may be made by 
Popes, Emperors and the Universities ; but of this we may be 
certain, a Doctor of the Holy Scriptures can be made by none 
but the Holy Ghost, as Christ says: "They shall all be taught 
of God." (John vi. 45.) Now the Holy Ghost does not consider 
red caps or brown, or any other pomp ; nor whether we are 
young or old, layman or priest, monk or secular, virgin or 
married ; nay, he once spoke by an asa against the prophet that 
rode on it. Would to God we were worthy of having such 
Doctors given ub, be they laymen or priests, married or virgin ! 
but now they try to force the Holy Ghost to enter into Popes, 
Bishops or Doctors, though there is no sign to show that He is 
in them. 

We must also lessen the number of theological books, and 
choose the best ; for it is not the number of hooks that make 
the learned man ; nor much reading, but good books often 
read, however few, make a man learned in the Scriptures and 
pious. Even the Fathers should only be read for a short time 
as an introduction to the Soripturea, As it is, we read nothing 
else, and never get from them into the Scriptures, as if one 
should be gazing at the sign-posts and never follow the road. 
These good Fathers wished to lead us into the Scriptures by 
their writings, whereas we lead oorselves out by them, though 
the Scriptures are our vineyard in which we should all work 
and exercise ourselves. 

Above all, in schools of all kinds the chief and most common 
lesson should be the Scriptures, and for young boys the Gospel ; 
and would to God each town had also a girl's school in which 
girls might be taught the Gospel for an hour daily, either in 
German or Latin ! In truth, schools, monasteries and convents, 
were founded for this purpose, and with good Christian inten- 
I tions ; as we read concerning St. Agnes, and other saints ; ' then 
' See above, p. "P. 
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were there holy virgiaa and martyrs ; aad in those times it was 
well with Christendom ; but now it has been turned into notbing 
bnt praying and singing. Should not every Christian be 
expected by bis ninth or tenth year to know all the holy 
Gospels, containing as tbey do his very name and life? A 
epioner or a seamstrosa teaches her danghter ber trade, while 
she is young, but now even the most learned Prelates and 
Bishops do nut know the Gospel. 

Ob, bow badly we treat all these poor yonng people that 
are entrnsted to na for discipline and instruction ! and a Ijeavy 
reckoning shall we have to give for it that we keep them from 
the word of God ; their fate is that described by Jeremiah : 
*• Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, my liver 
is poured npon the earth, for the destruction of the daughter of 
tny people; because the children and the suekhngs swoon in the 
streets of the city. Tbey say to tbeir mothers. Where is corn 
and wine ? when they swooned as the woondcd in tlic stroetB 
of the city, when their soul is poured out into their mothers' 
bosom." (Lamen. ii, 11, 12.) We do not perceive all this 
misery, bow tbe young folk are being pitifully corrupted in the 
midst of Christendom, all for want of the Gospel, which we 
should always read and study with them. 

However, if tbe high schools studied tbe Scriptures diligently 
we should not send every one to them, as we do now, when 
nothing is considered but numbers, and every man wishes to 
have a Doctor's title ; wo should only send the apteat pnpils, 
well prepared in tbe lower schools. This should be seen to by 
princes or the magistrates of the towns, and tbey should take 
care none but apt pupils bo sent. But where tbe Holy | 
Scriptures are not the rule, I advise no one to send liis child,/ 
Everything must perish where God's word is not studied 
unceasingly; and so we sec what manner of men there are 
now in tbe high schools, and all this is the fault of no one 
but of the Pope, the Bishops and the Prelates, to whom the 
welfare of the young baa been entrusted. For the High 
Schools should train men simply to be of good understanding 
in the Scriptures, fit to become bishops and priests, and to 
stand at our head against heretics and tbe Devil and all the 
world. But where do we find this? I greatly fear tho 
High Schools are nothing but great gates of bell, unless 
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they ^Uligently stady the Holy Scriptures and teach them to 
the young people. 

26. I know well the Bomish mob will object and loudly 
pretend that the Pope took the Holy Boman Empire from the 
Greek Emperor and gave it to Crermany, for which honour and 
fjEiToor he is supposed to deserve submission and thanks and all 
other kinds of returns from the Germans. For this reason 
we are not to presume to make any attempt to reform them, and 
we are to consider nothing but these gifts of the Boman Empire. 
This is also the reason why they hare so arbitrarily and proudly 
persecuted and oppressed many good Emperors, so that it were 
pity to tell, and with the same cleyemess hare they made 
themselves lords of all the temporal power and authority, in 
yiolation of the holy Gospel ; and accordingly I must speak of 
this matter also. 

There is no doubt that the true Boman Empire, of which the 
prophets (Num. zxir. 24) and Daniel (ii. 44) spoke, was long ago 
destroyed, as Balaam clearly foretold, saying: '^And ships 
shall come from the coast of Ghittim, and shall afflict Asshur, 
and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever." 
(Num. zxiv. 24.)^ And this was done by the Goths, and more 
especially since the empire of the Turks was formed, about one 
thousand years ago, and so gradually Asia and Africa were 
lost, and subsequently France, Spain, and finally Venice arose, 
so that Borne retains no part of its former power. 

Since, then, the Pope could not force the Greeks and the 
Emperor at Constantinople, who is the hereditary Boman 
Emperor, to obey his will, he invented this device to rob him of 
his empire and title, and to give it to the Germans, who were 
at that time strong and of good repute; in order that they 
might take the power of the Boman Empire and hold it of the 
Pope ; and this is what actually has happened. It was taken 
from the Emperor at Constantinople, and the name and title 
were given to us Germans, and therewith we became subject 
to the Pope, and he has built up a new Boman Empire on the 
Germans. For the other Empire, the original, came to an end 
long ago, as was said above. 

^ Luther here follows the Vulgate, translating the above verse by : " £s 
werden die Bomer kommen und die Juden verstoren : und hemach werden 
sie auch unt«rgehen.*' 
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Thas the Koman See has got what it wished : Borne has been 
taken poeaoBsion of, and the German Emperor driven out and 
bonnd by oaths not to dwell in Rome. He is to be Roman 
Emperor and nevertheless not to dwell in Rome ; and moreover 
always to depend on the Pope and his followers, and to do their 
will We are to have the title, and they are to have the lands 
and the cities. For they have always made our simplicity the 
tool of their pride and tyranny, and they consider us as stupid 
Germans to be deceived and fooled by them as they choose. 

Well, for our Lord God it is a small thing to toss kingdoms 
and principalities hither and thither ; He is so free with them, 
that He will sometimes take a kingdom from a good man and 
give it to a knave ; sometimes through the treachery of false, 
wicked men ; aometimes by inheritance, aa we road concerning 
Persia, Greece, and nearly all kingdoms; and Daniel says: 
"Wisdom and might are His: and He changes the times and 
the seasons, and He removeth Kings and setteth up Kings." 
(Dan. ii. 20. 21.) Therefore, no one need think it a grand 
matter, if he haa a kingdom given to him, especially if he be a 
Christian ; and so wo Germans need not be prond of having 
had a new Boman Empire given us. For in His eyes, it is a 
poor gift, that He sometimes gives to the least deserving ; oa 
Daniel says : " And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing ; and He does according to His will in the army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth." (Dan. iv. 35.) 

Now although the Pope has violently and unjustly robbed the 
true Emperor of the Boman Empire, or its name, and has given 
it to us Germans, yet it is certain that God haa used the Pope's 
wickedness to give the German nation this Empire and to raise 
up a new Roman Empire, that exists now, after the fall of the 
old Empire, We gave the Pope no canse for this action, nor 
did we understand bis false aims and schemes ; bat still, 
through the craft and knavery of the Popes, we have, alaa ! all 
too dearly, paid the price of this Empire with incalculable 
bloodshed, with the loss of our liberty, with the robbery of our 
wealth, especially of our churches and benefices, and with un- 
speakable treachery and inaalt. Wo have the Empire in name, 
but the Pope has our wealth, our honour, oar bodies, lives and 
souls, and all that we have. This was the way to deceive the 
Germans, and with a double deceit. What the Popes wished 
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was, to become Emperors ; and as they could not do this, they 
put themselves above the Emperors. 

Since, then, we have received this Empire through God's 
providence and the schemes of evil men, without our fault, I 
would not advise that we should give it up, but that we should 
govern it honestly, in the fear of God, so long as He is pleased 
to let us hold it. For, as I have said, it is no matter to Him 
how a kingdom is come by, but He will have it duly governed. 
If the Popes took it from others dishonestly, we, at least, did 
not come by it dishonestly. It was given to us through evil 
men, under the will of God, to whom we have more regard 
than the false intentions of the Popes, who wished to be 
Emperors and more than Emperors, and to fool and mock us 
with the name. 

The King of Babylon obtained his kingdom by force and 
robbery. Yet God would have it governed by the holy princes, 
Daniel, Ananias, Asarias and Misael. Much more then does 
He require this Empire to be governed by the Christian 
princes of Germany, though the Pope may have stolon 
or robbed, or newly fashioned it. It is all God's ordering, 
which came to pass before we knew of it. 

Therefore the Pope and his followers have no reason to 
boast, that they did a great kindness to the German nation in 
giving them this Koman Empire. Firstly, because they in- 
tended no good to us in the matter; but only abused our 
simplicity to strengthen their own power against the Boman 
Emperor at Constantinople, from whom, against God and 
justice, the Pope has taken what ho had no right to. 

Secondly, the Pope sought to give the Empire, not to us, but 
to himself, and to become lord over all our power, liberty, 
wealth, body and soul, and through us over all the world, if 
God had not prevented it ; as he plainly says in his decretals, 
and has tried with many mischievous tricks in the case of 
many German Emperors. Thus we Germans have been 
prettily taught German : Whilst we expected to become lords, 
we have become the servants of the most crafty tyrants ; we 
have the name, title and arms of the Empire, but the Pope has 
the treasure, authority, law and freedom ; thus whilst the Pope 
eats the kernel, he leaves us the empty shells to play with. 

Now may God help us (who, as I have said, assigned us 
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this kiugdom through crafty tyrants, and cbargeJ us to goTern 
it) to act according to our name, title and arniB, and to secure 
our freedom ; and tbns let tlic Bomans eec at last what we 
hare received of God through them. If they boast that tbey 
have given us an Empire; well, ho it so, by all means: then, 
let the Pope give up Borne, all be baa of the Empire, and free 
our couiitry from his unbearable taxes and robheriea, and give 
back to us our liberty, authority, wealth, honour, body and booI, 
rendering to the Empire those things that ore tbo Empire's ; 
80 as to act in accordance with bis words and pretences. 

But if he will not do this, what game is be playing with all 
hia falsehoods and pretences? Wa8 it not eaongh to lead this 
great people by the nose for so many hundred years ? Because 
the Pope crowns or makes the Emperor, it does not follow that 
he is above him ; for the prophet, St. Samuel, anointed and 
crowned King Saul and David, at God's command, and was 
yet subject to them. jVnd the prophet Nathan anointed King 
Solomon, and yet was not placed over him ; moreover St. Elisba 
let one of bis servants anoint King Jehu of Israel ; yot tbey 
obeyed him. And it has never yet happened in the whole 
world that any one was above the king, because he eonseoratod 
or crowned him, except in the case of the Pope. 

Now ho is himself crowned Pope by three cardinals; yet 
they are subject to him and he is above them. Why then, 
contrary to bis own csamplo, and to the doctrine and prac- 
tice of tbo wbolo world and the Scriptures, should he exalt 
himself above tbo temporal authorities and the Empire, for no 
other reason than that he crowns and consecrates the Emperor? ' 
It suffices that he is above him in all divine matters, that is 
in preaching, teaching and the ministration of the sacrament, 
in which matters, however, every priest or bishop is above all 
other men ; just as St. Ambrose in his Cbair was above the 
Emperor Theodosius, and the prophet Nathan above David, 
and Samuel above Saul. Therefore let the German Emperor 
he a true free Emporor, and lot not his authority or bis sword 
be overborne by these blind pretences of the Pope's sycophants, 
as if they were to bo exceptions, and be above the temporal 
sword in all things. 

27. Let this be enough about the faults of the spiritual 
Estate, though many more might he found, if the matter were 
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properly considered : we must now consider tbe dofeuts of tl 
femporal Estates. In tbe first pltice, we require a genernl 
law and consent of the German nation against profusion and 
extravagance in drese, wliich is the cause of so much poverty 
among the nobles and the people. Surely God has given to us, 
as to other nations, enough wool, fur, Has, and whatever els« 
is required for the decent clothing of every class; and it cannot 
be necessary to spend sneh enormous sums for silk, velvet, 
cloth of gold and all other kinds of outlandish staff. I think 
that even if the Pope did not rob ns Germans with his unbearable 
taxes, we should be robbed more than enough by these secret 
thieves, the dealers in silk and velvet. As it is we see that 
every man wishes to be every other man's equal, and that this 
causea and increases pride and envy among us, as we deser?e ; 
all which would cease, with many other misfortunes, if our 
self-will would but let us be gratefully content with what God 
has given us. 

It is similarly necessary to diminish the use of epices, which 
is one of tbe ships in which our gold is sent away from 
Germany. G-od's mercy has given us more food, and that both 
precious and good, than is to be found in other countries. I 
shall probably be accused of making foolish and impossible 
BUggestioua, as if I wished to destroy the great business of 
commerce. But I am only doing my part ; if the community 
does not mend matters, every man must do it himself. I do 
not see many good manners that have ever come into a land 
through commerce, and therefore God let the people of Israel 
dwtll far from the sea and not carry on much trade. 

But without doubt the greatest misfortune of the Germans 
is buying on credit. But for this, many a man would have 
to loave nnbougbt his silk, velvet, cloth of gold, spices and 
all other luxuries. The system has not been in force for more 
than one hundred years, and has already brought poverty, 
misery, and destruction on almost all princes, foundations, 
cities, nobles and heirs. If it continues for another hundred 
years Germany will be left without a farthing, and we shall 
be reduced to eating one another. The Devil invented this 
system, and the Pope has done an injury to the whole w< 
by sanctioning it. 

My request and my cry, therefore, is this : Let each 
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see to the destruction of himself and his family, which is no 
longer at the door, bnt has entered the house ; and let Emperors, 
Princes, Lords and Corporations, see to the condemnation and 
prohibition of this kind of trade, without considering the 
opposition of the Pope and all his justice and injnstice, nor 
whether livings or endowments depend upon it. Better a 
single fonndation in a city based on a freehold estate or honest 
interest, than a hundred based on credit ; yea, a single endow- 
ment on credit is worse and more grievous than twenty based 
on real estate. Tmly this credit is a sign and warning, that 
the world has been given over to the Devil for its sins ; and 
that we are losing our spiritual and temporal wel&re alike ; 
yet we heed it not. 

Doubtless we should also find some bridle for the Fuggera 
and similar companiea. Is it possible that in a single man'a 
lifetime such great wealth should be collected together, if all 
were done rightly and according to God's will ? I am not skilled 
in aceonnts. But I do not understand how it is possible for 
one hundred guilders to gain twenty in a year, or how one 
guilder can gain another, and that not out of the soil, or by 
cattle, seeing that possessions depend not on the wit of men, 
hut on the blessing of God. I commend this to those that are 
skilled in worldly affairs. I as a theologian blame nothing 
but the evil appearance, of which St. Paul says : " abstain from 
all appearance of evil." {1 Thess. v. 22.) All I know is that 
it were much more godly to encourage agriculture and lessen 
commerce ; and that they do the best who, according to the 
Scriptures, till the ground to get their living, as we are all 
commanded in Adam : " Cursed is the ground for thy sake. 
, . . Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee. . . . 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread," (Gen. iii. 17- 19.) 
There is still much ground that is not ploughed or tilled. 

Then there is the excess in eating and drinking, for which 
we Germans have an ill reputation in foreign countries, as 
our special vice, and which has become so common, and gained 
80 much the upper hand, that sermons avail nothing. The loss 
of money caused by it is not the worst ; but in its train 
come murder, adultery, theft, blasphemy and all vices, The 
temporal power should do something to prevent it ; otherwise 
it will come to pass, as Christ foretold, that the last day shall 
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come as a thief in the night, and shall find them eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, planting and 
building, buying and selling (Matt. xxiv. 38 ; Lake xvii. 26) — 
just as things go on now ; and that so strongly, that I appre- 
hend lest the day of judgment be at hand, even now when we 
least expect it. 

Lastly, is it not a terrible thing that we Christians should 
maintain public brothels, though we all vow chastity in our 
baptism ? I well know all that can be said on this matter, that 
it is not peculiar to one nation, that it would be difficult to alter 
it, and that it is better thus than that virgins, or married women, 
or honourable women should be dishonoured. But should not 
the spiritual and temporal powers combine to find some means 
of meeting these difficulties without any such heathen practice ? 
If the people of Israel existed without this scandal, why should 
not a Christian nation be able to do so? How do so many 
towns and villages manage to exist without these houses? 
Why should not great cities be able to do so ? 

In all, however, that I have said above, my object has been 
to show how much good temporal authority might do, and 
what should be the duty of all authorities, so that every man 
might learn what a terrible thing it is to rule and to have, the 
chief place. What boots it though a ruler be in his own 
person as holy as St. Peter, if he be not diligent to help his 
subjects in these matters ? His very authority will be his 
condemnation ; for it is the duty of those in authority to seek 
the good of their subjects. But if those in authority con- 
sidered how young people might be brought together in 
marriage, the prospect of marriage would help every man, and 
protect him from temptations. ^ 

But as it is, every man is urged to become a priest or a 
monk ; and of all these I am afraid not one in a hundred has 
any other motive, but the wish of getting a livelihood, and 
the uncertainty of maintaining a family. Therefore they 
begin by a dissolute life and sow their wild oats (as they 
say), but I fear they rather gather in a store of wild oats.^ 
I hold the proverb to be true : " Most men become monks and 

' Luther uses the expression ausbuben in the sense of skh ausioben, viz., 
" to storm out one's passions," and then coins the word sick einbtiben, viz., " to 
storm in one's passions." 
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prieste io desperation." That is why things are us wc seo 
them. 

Bat in order that many sins may be prevented that are 
becoming too common, I would honestly advise that no boy or 
girl be allowed to take the vow of (■bastity, or to enter a 
religiona life, before the age of thirty years. For thia rec[uirea 
a special grace, as St. Paul says. Therefore, nnlesa God 
Bpecially urge any one to a religions life, he will do well to 
leave all vows and devotions alone. I say further : If a man 
has 80 little faith in G-od as to fear that he will be nnablo 
to maintain himself in the married state, and if this fear ia the 
only thing that makes him become a priest, then I implore 
him, for his own soul's sake, not to become a priest, hut 
rather to become a peasant, or what ho will. For if simple 
trust in God be necessary to ensure temporal support, tenfold 
trust in God is necessary to live a religious life. If you do 
not trust to God for your worldly food, how can you trust 
to Him for your spiritual food ? Alas, this unbelief and want 
of faith destroys all things, and leads us into all miai^ry, as wo 
see among all conditions of men. 

Much might bo said concerning all this misery, foang 
people have no one to look after them, they are left to go 
on jast aa they like, and those in authority are of no more use 
to them than if they did not exist ; though this should be the 
chief care of the Pope, of Bishops, Lords and Councils. They 
wish to rule over everything, everywhere, and yot thoy are 
of no use. Oh, what a tare sight, for these reasons, will a 
lord or ruler bo in Heaven, though ho might build a hundred 
chnrches to Qod and raiso all the dead ! But this may suffice 
for the present. 

For of what concerns the temporal authority and the nobles, 
I have, I think, said enough in my tract on 'Good Works.' 
For their lives and governments leave room enough fur 
improvement; but there is no comparison between spiritual 
and temporal abuses, as I have there showu. I dare say I have 
sung a lofty strain, that I have proposed many things that will 
be thought impossible, and attacked many points too sharply. 
But what was I to do ? I was bound to say this : if I had tho 
power, this is what I would do. I had rather incur tho world's 
anger than God's; thoy cannot take from me more than my 
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life. I have hitherto made many offers of peace to my adyer- 
saries. But, as I see, God has forced me through them to 
open my mouth wider and wider, and, because they do not 
keep quiet, to give them enough cause for speaking, barking, 
shouting and writing. Well, then, I have another song still to 
sing concerning them and Bome ; if they wish to hear it, I will 
sing it to them, and sing with all my might. Do you under- 
stand, my friend Bome, what I mean ? 

I have frequently offered to submit my writings for inquiry 
and examination, but in vain; though I know, if I am in the 
right, I must be condemned upon earth, and justified by Christ 
alone in Heaven. For all the Scriptures teach us, that the 
affairs of Christians and Christendom must be judged by God 
alone ; they have never yet been justified by men in this world, 
but the opposition has always been too strong. My greatest 
care ai^d fear is, lest my cause be not condemned by men ; by 
which I should know for certain that it does not please God. 
Therefore let them go freely to work, Pope, bishop, priest, 
monk, or doctor; they are the true people to persecute the 
truth, as they have always done. May God grant us all a 
Christian understanding, and especially to the Christian nobility 
of the German nation true spiritual courage, to do what is 
best for our unhappy Church. Amen ! 

At Wittenberg, in the year 1520. 
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LETTER OF JrAKTIN LUTHEE TO POPE LEO X. 

Ahohq tlioae monatroas evils of this age, with which I briTO 
now for three years been waging war, I am Bometimoa compelled 
to look to you and to call you to mind, moat blessed father 
Loo. In truth, since yon alone are everywhere considered aa 
being the cause of my engaging in war, I cannot at any time 
fail to remember you ; and although I have been compelled by 
the causeless raging of your impious flatterers against me to 
appeal from your seat to a future council — fearless of the futile 
decrees of your predecessors Plus and Julias, who in their 
foolish tyranny prohibited such an action — yet I have never 
been so alienated in feeling from your Blessedness as not to 
have Bongbt with all my might, in diligent prayer and crying 
to God, every best gift for yon and for your See. But those 
who have hitherto endeavoured to terrify me with the majesty 
of your name and authority, I have begun quite to despise and 
triumph over. One thing I see remaining, which I cannot 
despise, and this has been the reason of my writing anew to 
your Blessedness ; namely, that I find that blame is cast on mo, 
and that that rashness, in which I am judged to have spared 
not even your person, is imputed to me aa a great offence. 

Now, to confess the truth openly, I am conscious that, 
whenever I have had to mention your person, I have said nothing 
of yon but what was honourable and good. If I had done 
otherwise, I could by no means have approved my own conduct, 
but should have supported with all my power the judgment of 
those men concerning me; nor would anything have pleased 
me better, than to recant such rashness and impiety. I have 
called you Daniel in Babylon ; and every reader thoroughly 
knows with what distinguished zeal I defended yonr couspicuous 
innocence against Silvester, who tried to stain it. Indeed the 
published opinion of so many great men, and the repute of your 
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blatuclesB life, arc too widely Fameil and too much rerereni 
throughout the world to be assailable by any man of however 
groat name, or by any arts. I am not so foolish us to attAt^k 
one whom everybody praises; nay, it has been and always will 
be my desire not to attack even thoae whom public repute 
disgraces. I am not delighted at the fanlta of any man, since 
I am rery conscions myself of the great beam in my own eye, 
nor can I be the first to cast a stone at the adulteress. 

I have indeed inveighed sharply against impious doctrioes, 
and I have not been slack to censure my adversaries on account, 
not of their bad morals, but of their impiety. And for this I 
am so far from being sorry, that I have brought my mind to 
despise the judgments of men, and to persevere in this vehement 
zeal, according to the example of Christ, who, in his zeal, calls 
his adversaries a generation of vipers, blind, hypocrites, and 
children of the devil. Paul too charges the sorcerer with being 
a child of the devil, full of all subtlety and all malice ; and 
defames certain persons as evil workers, dogs, and deceivers. 
In the opinion of those delicate -eared persons, nothing could 
be more bitter or intemperate than Paul's language. What 
can be more bitter than the words of the prophets ? The ears 
of our generation have been made so delicate by the senselesB 
multitude of flatterers, that, as soon as we perceive that any- 
thing of ours is not approved of, we cry out that we are being 
bitterly assailed ; and when we can repel the truth by no other 
pretence, we escape by attributing bitterness, impatience, in- 
temperance, to our adversaries. ^Vhat would be the use of 
salt, if it were not pungent? or of the edge of the sword, if it 
did not slay ? Accursed is the man, who does the work of the 
Lord deceitfully. 

Wherefore, most excellent Leo, I beseech you to accept my 
vindication, made in this letter, and to persuade yourself that I 
have never thought any evil concerning your person; further, 
that I am one who desires that eternal blessing may fall to 
your lot, and that I have no dispute with any man concerning 
morals, but only concerning the word of truth. In all other 
things I will yield to any one, but I neither can nor will 
forsake and deuy the Word. He who thinks otherwise of me 
or has taken in my words in another sense, does not think 
rightly, and has not taken in the truth. 
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Your aee, however, which is c&lted the Coort of Rome, and 
which neither yon nor any man can denj to be more cormpt 
than any Babylon or Sodom, and qnite, as I belieTe, of a lost, 
desperate, and hopeless impiety, this I have verily abominated, 
■ and have felt indignant that the people of Christ should be 
cheated under your name and the pretest of the Church of Bome ; 
and 80 I have resisted, and will resist, as long as the spirit of 
faith shall live in me. Not that I am striving after impossi- 
bilities, or hoping that by my laboors alone, against the furious 
opposition of so many flatterers, any good can be done in that 
most disordered Babylon, but that I fee] myself a debtor to my 
brethren, and am bound to take thought for them, that fewer of 
thorn may be ruined, or that their ruin may be less complete, by 
the plagues of Borne. For many years now, nothing else has 
overflowed from Bome into the world — as yoa are not ignorant 
— than the laying waste of goods, of bodies, and of souls, and 
the worst examples of all the worst things. These things are 
clearer than the light to all men ; and the Church of Bome, 
formerly the most holy of all churches, has become the most law- 
less den of thieves, the moat shameless of all brothels, the very 
kingdom of sin, death, and hell ; so that not even Antichrist, 
if he were to come, could devise any addition to its wickedness. 

Meanwhile you, Leo, are sitting like a Iamb in the midst of 
wolves, like Daniel in the midst of lions, and, with Ezekiel, yon 
dwell among scorpions. Wliat opposition can you alone make 
to these monstrous evils ? Take to yourself three or four of 
the most learned and best of the Cardinals. What are these 
among so many ? You would all perish by poison, before you 
could undertake to decide on a remedy. It is all over with the 
Court of Bome ; the wrath of God has come upon her to the 
uttermost. She hates councils, she dreads to be reformed, she 
cannot restrain the madness of her impiety, she fills up the 
Bentence passed on her mother, of whom it is said, " We would 
have healed Babylon, but she is not healed ; let us forsake her." 
It had been your duty and that of your Cardinals, to apply a 
remedy to these evils, but this gout laughs at the physician's 
band, and the chariot does not obey the reins. Under the 
influence of these feelings I have always grieved that you, 
most excellent Leo, who were worthy of a better age, have been 
made Pontiff in this. For the Roman Court is not worthy of 
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you and those like yon, but of Satan himself, who in truth is 
more the ruler in that Babylon than you are. 

would that, having laid aside that glory which your most 
abandoned enemies declare to be yours, you were living rather 
in the office of a private priest, or on your paternal inheritance ! 
In that glory none are worthy to glory, except the race of 
Iscariot, the children of perdition. For what happens in your 
court, Leo, except that, the more wicked and execrable any man 
is, the more prosperously he can use your name and authority 
for the ruin of the property and souls of men, for the multipli- 
cation of crimes, for the oppression of faith and truth, and of 
the whole Church of God ? Leo ! in reality most unfortunate, 
and sitting on a most perilous throne — I tell you the truth, 
because I wish you well ; for if Bernard felt compassion for his 
Anastasius at a time when the Boman See, though even then 
most corrupt, was as yet ruling with better hope than now, why 
should not we lament, to whom so much additional corruption 
and ruin has happened in three hundred years ? 

Is it not true that there is nothing under the vast heavens 
more corrupt, more pestilential, more hateful than the Court of 
Bome ? She incomparably surpasses the impiety of the Turks, 
so that in very truth she, who was formerly the gate of heaven, 
is now a sort of open mouth of hell, and such a mouth as, under 
the urgent wrath of God, cannot be blocked up ; one course 
alone being left to us wretched men, to call back and save some 
few, if we can, from that Boman gulf. 

Behold, Leo my father, with what purpose and on what 
principle it is that I have stormed against that seat of pesti- 
lence. I am so far from having felt any rage against your 
person, that I even hoped to gain favour with you, and to aid 
in your welfare, by striking actively and vigorously at that 
your prison, nay, your hell. For whatever the efforts of all 
intellects can contrive against the confusion of that impious 
Court will be advantageous to you and to your welfare, and to 
many others with you. Those who do harm to her are doing 
your office ; those who in every way abhor her are glorifying 
Christ ; in short, those are Christians who are not Bomans. 

But, to say yet more, even this never entered my heart, to 
inveigh against the Court of Bome, or to dispute at all about 
her. For, seeing all remedies for her health to be desperate, I 
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looked OB Iier witli contempt, and, giving her a bill of divorce- 
meiit, Baid to her. " He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; 
and he that ia filthy, lot him be filthy still ; " giving myself up 
to the peaceful and quiet study of sacred literature, that by 
this I might be of use to the brethren living about me. 

While I was making some advance in these studies, Satan 
opened his eyes and goaded on his servant John Eccins, that 
notoriouB adversary of Christ, by the unchecked lust for fame, 
to drag me unexpectedly into the arena, trying to catch me in 
one little word concerning the primacy of the Church of Rome, 
which bad fallen from me in passing. That boastful Thraso, 
foaming and gnashing his teeth, proclaimed that he would dare 
all things for the glory of God, and for the honour of the holy 
apostolic seat; and, being puffed up respecting your power, 
which he was about to misnae, he looked forward with all 
certainty to victory ; seeking to promote, not so much the 
primacy of Peter, as his own pre-eraineuce among the theologians 
of this age; for he thonght it would contribute in no slight 
degree to this, if he were to lead Luther in triumph. The result 
baying proved unfortunate for the sophist, an incredible rage 
torments him; for he feels that whatever discredit to Rome 
has arisen through me, has been caused by the fault of him- 
self alone. 

Suffer me, I pray you, most excellent lieo, both to plead my 
own cause, and to accuse your true enemies. I believe it is 
known to you in what way Cardinal Cajetan, your imprudeut and 
unfortunate, nay, unfaithful legate, acted towards me. When, 
on account of my reverence for your name, I bad placed myself 
and all that was mine in bis bands, he did not so act as to 
establish peace, which he could easily have established by one 
little word, since I at that time promised to be silent and to 
make an end of my case, if he would command my adversaries 
to do the same. But that man of pride, not content with this 
agreement, began to justify my adversaries, to give them free 
licence, and to order me to recant ; a thing which was certainly 
not in his commission. Thus indeed, when the case was in the 
beat position, it came through bis vexatious tyranny into a 
mnch worse one. Therefore, whatever has followed upon this 
is the fault, not of Luther, but entirely of- Cajetan, since he 
did not snfler me to be silent and remain qniet, which at that 
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time I was inlreating for witL all my might. What more 
it my dnty to do? 

Next cnmo Charles Miltitz, also a mmcio from your Blessecl- 
ness. He, tbongh he went up and down with much and varied 
esettiou, and omitted nothing which could teud to restore the 
position of the canse, thrown into confusion by the rashness 
and pride of Cajetan, had difficnity, even with the help of that 
very illustrious prince the Elector Frederick, in at last bringing 
about more than one familiar conference with me. In these 
I again yielded to yoar great name, and was prepared to keep 
silence, and to accept as my judge either the Archbishop of 
Treves, or the Bishop of Naumhurg ; and thus it was dono and 
concluded. While this was being done with good hope of 
success, lo ! that other and greater enemy of yours, Eceins, 
rnshed in with his Leipsic disputation, which he had under- 
taken against Carlstadt, and, having taken up a new qnestion 
concerning the primacy of the Pope, turned his arms unex- 
pectedly against me, and completely overthrew the plan for 
peace. Meanwhile Charles Miltitz was waiting, dispntationa 
were held, judges were being chosen, bat no decision was 
arrived at. And no wonder ; for by the falsehoods, pretences, 
and arts of Eccius the whole bnsinesa was brought into such 
thorough disorder, confusion, and festering soreness, that, 
whichever way the sentence might lean, a greater conflagration 
was sure to arise ; for he was seeking, not after tmth, bi 
after his own credit. In this case too I omitted nol 
which it was right that I should do. 

I confess that, on this occasion, no small part of the corrnp-^ 
tions of Itome came to light ; but, if there was any oflence in 
this, it was the fault of Eccius, who, in taking on him a 
burden beyond his strength, and in furioualy aiming at credit 
for himself, unveiled to the whole world the disgrace of Ilome. 

Here is that enemy of yours, Leo, or rather of yonr Court ; 
by hia example alone we may learn that an enemy is not more 
baneful than a flatterer. For what did he bring about by his 
flattery, except evils, which no king could have brought about ? 
At this day the name of the Court of Rome stinks in the nostrils 
of the world, the papal authority is growing weak, and its 
notorious ignorance is evil spoken of. We should hear none of 
these thing.", if Eccius had not disturbed the plans of MiltitK. 
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and myself for peace. He feels tliiB clearly enough himself in 
the indignation he shows, too lata and in vain, against the 
publication of my books. He ought to have reflected on this 
at the time when he v/aa all mad for renown, and was seeking 
in yonr cause nothing hut hie own objects, and that with the 
greatest peril to you. The foolish man hoped that, from fear of 
your name, I should yield and keep silence ; for I do not think he 
presumed on his talents and learning. Now, when he sees that 
I am very confident and speak aloud, he repents too late of his 
rashness, and sees — if indeed he does see it^that there is One in 
Heaven who resists the proud, and humbles the presumptuons. 

Since, then, we were bringing about by this disputation 
nothing hut the greater confusion of the cause of Rome, Charles 
Hiltitz for the third time addressed the Fathers of the Order, 
assembled in chapter, and sought their advice for the settlement 
of the case, as being now in a most troubled and perilous state. 
Since, by the favour of God, there was no hope of proceeding 
against me by force, some of the more noted of their number were 
sent to me, and begged me at least to show respect to your person, 
and to vindicate in a humble letter both your innocence and 
my own. They said that the affair was not as yet in a position 
of extreme hopelessness, if Leo X., in his inborn kindliness, 
would pat hie hand to it. On this I, who have always offered 
and wished for peace, in order that I might devote myself to 
calmer and more useful pursuits, and who for this very purpose 
have acted with so much spirit and vehemence, in order to put 
down by the strength and impetuosity of my words as well as 
of my feelings, men whom I saw to be very far from equal to 
myself — I, I say, not only gladly yielded, but even accepted it 
with joy and gratitude, as the greatest kindness and benefit, if 
you should think it right to satisfy my hopes. 

Thus 1 come, most blessed Father, and in all abasement 
beseech you to put to your hand, if it is possible, and impose a 
curb upon those flatterers, who are enemies of peace, while 
they pretend peace. But there is no reason, most blessed 
Father, why any one should assume that I am to utter a 
recantation, unless he prefers to involve the case in etill 
greater confusion. Moreover, I cannot bear with laws for the 
interpretation of the Word of G-od, since the Word of God, 
which teaches liberty in all other things, ought not to be 
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bound. Saving these two things, there is notliing which I i 
not able, and most heartily willing, to do or to suffer. I hate 
contention ; I will challenge no one ; in return I wish not to 
be challenged ; but, being challenged, I will not bo dnmb in 
the cause of Christ ray Master. For your Blessedness will be 
able by one short and easy word to call these controveraieB 
before you and suppress them, and to impose silence and peace 
on both sides ; a word which I have ever longed to hear. 

Therefore, Leo my Father, beware of listening to those 
Sirens, who make you out to be not simply a man, but partly a 
God, BO thflt yon can command and require whatever you wilL 
It will not happen ao, nor will yon prevail. You are the 
servant of servants, and, more than any other man, in a most 
pitiable aud perilous position. Let not those men deceive yon, 
who pretend that you are Lord of the world; who will not 
allow any one to be a Christian without your authority; who 
babble of yonr having power over heaven, hell, aud purgatory. 
These men are yonr enemies and are seeking your sonl to 
destroy it, as Isaiah says : " My people, they that call theo 
blessed ate themselves deceiving thee," They are in error, who 
raise you above councils and the universal Church. They are 
in error, who attribute to you alone the right of interpreting 
Scripture. All these men are seeking to set up their own 
impieties in the Church under your name, and alas! Satan boa 
gained much through them in the time of your predecessors. 

In brief, trust not in any who exalt yon, but in those who 
humiliate yon. For this is the judgment of God: "He hath 
cast down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the 
humble." Bee how unlike Christ was to His successors, though 
all will have it that they are His vicars. I fear that in truth 
very many of them have been in too serious a sense Hia vicars, 
for a vicar represents a prince who is absent. Now if a PontifT 
rules while Christ is absent and does not dwell in his heart, 
what else is be but a vicar of Christ ? And then what is that 
Church but a multitude without Christ ? "What indeed is such 
a vicar but Antichrist and an idol? How mnch more rightly 
did the Apostles speak, who call themselves the servants of a 
present Christ, not the vicars of an absent one. 

Perhaps I am shamelessly bold, in seeming to teach so great 
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ikoM fhgnw of TOBZB beastt Uie tbraom at jnclgca rcmn 
Wt I tmiUle Saint Bernard in kis book 
" Ooo&identMats " addressMl to Eageaios, ft book 
os^l to be known by h«art by every Pontiff. I <Jo 
frtn nsT desire to tescb. bat as a dnty, from tbat 
faithful soIicitdJe, whicb t«arh«s as to be 
for all tbat is safe for oar neighbours, and does not 
aUsw euisideratioDs of worthinfss or ODworthinrss to be 
eotertaintd, being iolent only on the dangers or adrantage of 
others. Fw since I know that ronr Blessedness is driven and 
toGsed by the waves at Rome, while the depths of the sea press 
on yoQ with infinite periU, and that yon are labonring niider 
soch a condition of misery that yoa need even the luast help fr»im 
any the least brother, I do not seem to myself to be acting 
nnsnitably. if I forget yonr majesty till I shall have fullilletl the 
office of charity. I will not flatter in so serious and i>eriloas a 
matter ; and if in this yon do not see that I am your friend and 
most thoroughly your subject, there is One to see nud judge. 

In fine, that I may not approacb you empty huudod, Blessvd 
Father, I bring with mo this little treatise, published tinder 
yonr name, as a good omen of the establishment of peact^ and 
of good hope. By this yon may jierceive in ivbat punmita I 
should prefer and be able to occupy myself to more profit, if 
I were allowed, or had been hitherto allowed, by your impious 
flatterers. It is a small matter, if you look to its exterior, 
hut, unless I mistake, it is a summary of the Christian life 
put together in small compass, if you apprehend its meaning. 
I, in my poverty, have no other present to mnki.> you ; nor do you 
need anything else than to he enriched by a spiritniil gift. 1 
commend myself to your Pateruity and Blessedness, whom muy 
the Lord Jesus preserve for ever. Amen. 
WillcuWrg ; Gtb Seiiteniber, 1520. 
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CONCEENING CHRISTIAN LIBERTY 

CHBisnAS. faith has appeared to many an easy thing ; nay, 
not a few even reckon it among the social virtues, as it were ; 
and this they do, because they have not made proof of it 
experimentally, and have never tasted of what efficacy it is. 
For it is not possible for any man to write well about it, or to 
understand well what is rightly written, who has not at some 
time tasted of its spirit, under the pressure of tribulation. 
While he who has tasted of it, even to a very small extent, can 
never write, speak, think, or hear about it sufficiently. For it 
is a living fountain, springing up unto eternal life, as Christ 
calls it in the 4th chapter of St. John. 

Now, though I cannot boast of my abundance, and though I 
know how poorly I am furnished, yet I hope that, after having 
been vexed by various temptations, I have attained some little 
drop of faith, and that I can speak of this matter, if not with 
more elegance, certainly with more solidity than those literal 
and too subtle disputants who have hitherto discoursed upon 
it, without understanding their own words. That I may open, 
then, an easier way for the ignorant — for these alone I am 
trying to serve — I first lay down these two propositions, 
concerning spiritual liberty and servitude. 
J A Christian man is the most free lord of all, and subject to 
^one ; a Christian man is the most dutiful servant of all, and 
^ubject to every one. 

Although these statements appear contradictory, yet, when 
they are found to agree together, they will be highly ser- 
viceable to my purpose. They are both the statements of 
Paul himself, who says : " Though I be free from all men, yet 
have I made myself servant unto all " (1 Cor. ix. 19), and : " Owe 
no man anything, but to love one another." (Rom. xiii. 8.) Now 
love is by its own nature dutiful and obedient to the beloved 
object. Thus even Christ, though Lord of all things, was yet 
made of a woman ; made under the law ; at once free and a 
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Let U3 psamine the subject on a deeper and leas eiraple 
principle. Man is composed of a twofold nature, a epirit.uaL 
and a bodily. As regards the spiritual nature, wliicL they 
name the soul, be ie called the spiritual, inward, new man; as 
regards tbe bodily nature, which they name the flesh, he is 
called the fleshly, outward, old man. The Apostle speaks of 
this : " Though our ontward man perish, yet the inward man ia 
renewed day by day," (2 Cor. iv. 16.) The result of this diver- 
sity is, that in the Scriptures opposing statements are made 
concerning the same man ; the fact being that in the same man 
these two men are opposed to one another; the flesh lusting 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh. (Gal. v. 17.) 

We first approach the subject of the inward man, that we 
may see by what means a man bewiiacs" justified, free, and n 
true Christian ; that is, a spiritual, new, and inward man. It 
ia certain that absolutely none among outward things, under 
whatever name they may be reckoned, has any weight in 
producing a state of justification and Christian liberty, nor, on 
the other hand, an unjustified state and oue of slavery. This 
can be shown by an easy coarse of argument. 

What can it profit the soul, that the body should be in good 
condition, free, and full of life ; that it should cat, drink, and 
act according to its pleasure; when even the most impiona 
slaves of every kind of vice are prosperous in these matters ? 
Again, what harm can ill-health, bondage, hunger, thirst, or 
any other outward evil, do to the sou), when even the most 
pious of men, and the freest in the purity of their conscience, 
are harassed by these things? Neither of these states of 
things has to do with the liberty or the slavery of the souL 

And so it will profit nothing that the body should be i 
adorned with sacred vestments, or dwell in holy places, or be 
occupied in sacred offices, or pray, fast, and abstain from I 
certain meats, or do whatever works can be done through the 
body and in the body. Something widely different will ba | 
necessary for the justification and liberty of the soul, since the I 
things I have spoken of can be dono by any impious person, I 
and only hypocrites are produced by devotion to these things, f 
On the other hand, it will not at all injure the sonl that the 
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hody ahoiild be clothed iu profane raiment, should dwell 1 
prufaiio placoB, should eat and drink in the ordinary rasliioi 
bLouM not pray aloud, and should leave nndouo all the thinj 
above|mentioued, which may be done by hypocrites. 

And, to cast everything aside, even speculations, meditations, 
and whatever things can be performed by the exertions of the 
soul itself, are of no profit. One thing, and one alone, 
necessary for life, justification, and Christian liberty; and thi 
is the most holy word of God, the Gospel of Christ, as He saya J 
[ " I am the resurrection and the life ; he that believeth in me " 
shall not die eternally " (John si. 25) ; and also (John vJii. '. 
" If the Bon shall make you free, ye shall be free andeed ; " o 
(Matt. iv. 4), •' Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every m 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God," 

Let us therefore bold it for certain and firmly established 
that the eonl can do without everything, except the word i 
^Tjjod, without which none at'all of its wants arc provided foz 
But, having tho word, it' is rich and wants for nothing; sinol 
that is the word of life, of truth, of light, of peace, of justifica- 
tion, of salvation, of joy, of liberty, of wisdom, of virtue, "f 
grace, of glory, and of every good thing. It is on this account 
that the prophet in a whole psalm (Ps, cxix.), and in many .i 
other places, sighs for and calls upon the word of God with f 
many groanings and words. 

Again, there is no more cruel stroke of the wrath of God ' 
than when He sends a famine of hearing His words (Amos 
viii. 11); just as there is no greater favour from Him than the 
sending forth of His word, as it is said : " He sent his word 
and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions." 
(Ps. cvii. 20.) Christ was sent for no other oilice than that of 
the word, and the order of apostles, that of bishops, and that 
of the whole body of the clergy, have been called and instituted 
for no object but the ministry of the word. 

But yon will ask : — " Whatis thi^ word, and by what means 
is it to be used, since there ate so mauy words of God ? " I 
answer, the Apostle Paul (Rom, i.) explains what it is, namely, 
I the Gospel of God, concerning His Son, incarnate, suffering, 
risen, and glorified through the Spirit, the sanctiflor. To 
preach Christ is to feed the soul, to justify it, to set it free, 
and to save it, if it believes the preaching. For faith alone. 
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iind tbe efficacioiia use of the word of Grod, bring Balvntion. 
■■ If thou shalt coufesa with thy mouth the Lord Jeeus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God liath raised him from the 
dead, thou flhalt be saved." (Rom. x. 9.) And again: "Christ 
is the end of the law for rightcouauess to every one that 
believeth " (Rom. i. 4) ; and " The just shall live by faith." 
(Rom. i. 17.) For the word of God cannot be received and 

I liouoor ed by any worlta. but by faith alone. Heneelt is clear I 
that, as the soul needs the word alone for life and justification, | 
BO it 18 juatified by faith alone and not by any works. For if 

I it oould be justified by any other means, it would have no need 

( of the word, nor consequently of faith. 

> But this faith cannot consist at all with works; that is, if 
you imagine that you can be justified by those works, whatever 
they are, along with it. For thia would be to halt between 
two opinions, to worship Baal, and to kias the hand to him, 
which is a very great iniquity, as Job says. Therefore, when 
yon begin to believe, you learn at the same time that all that 
ie in you is utterly guilty, sinful, and damnable; according to 
that Baying: "All have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God." (Rom. iii. 23.) And also : " There is none righteous, 
no, not one ; they are all gone out of the way ; they are 
together become unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one." (Rom. iii. 10-12.) When you have learnt this, 
you will know that Christ is necessary for you, since He has 
suffered and risen again for you, that, believing on Him, you 
might by this faith become another man, all yonr sins being 
remitted, and you being justified by the merits of another, 
namely, of Christ alone. 

Since then this faith can reign only in the inward man, as it ^ 
ia Baid : " With the heart man believeth unto righteousness " 
(Rom. X. 10); and since it alone jnatifies, it is evident that by 
no outward work or labour can the inward man be at_all ] 
justified, made free, and saved; and that no works whatever '■ 
have any relation to him. And so, on the other hand, it is 
Bolely by impiety and incredulity of heart that he becomes 
guilty, and a slave of sin, deserving condemnation ; not by any 
outward sin or work. Therefore the first care of every I 
Christian ought to be, to lay aside all^ reliance on works, and I 
strengthen his faith alone more and more, and by it grow in | 
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thQ knowledge, not of works, but of Christ Jesus, wUo hfl 
suffered aiid risen again fur bim; as Peter teaches, whean 
makes do other work to be a Christian one. Thus Christ, whM 
the Jews asked Him what they should do that they migM 
work the works of God, rejected the multitude of works, witli 
which He saw that they were puffed up, and commanded them 
one thing only, saying : " This is the work of God, that ya 
believe on hi'" whom He hath sent, for him hath God 
Father sealed." (John vi. 27, 29.) 

Hence a right faith in Christ is an incomparable treaf 
carrying with it universal salvation, and preserving from 
evil, as it is Raid : " He that bcUeveth and is baptized shall 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned." (Mark zvi. 
16) Isaiah, looking to this treasure, predicted: "The con- 
sumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness. For the 
Lord God of hosts shall make a consumption, even determined, 
in the midst of the land." (Is. x. 22, 23.) As if he said: — 
" Faith, which is the brief and complete fulfilling of the law, will 
fill those who believe with such righteousness, that they will 
need nothing else for justification." Thus too Paul saya : " For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness." (Rom. x, 10.) 

But you ask how it can bo the fact that faith alone justifies, and 

affords without works so great a treasure of good things, when 

so many works, ceremonies, and laws are prescribed to us in 

the Scriptures. I answer : before all things bear in mind what 

I I have said, that faith alone without works justifies, seta fi 

\ and saves, as I shall show more clearly below. 

Meanwhile it is to be noted, that the whole Scripture of God 
is divided into two parts, precepts and pronii.ses. The precepts 
certainly teach us what is good, but what they teach is not 
forthwith done. For they show ua what we ought to do, but 
do not give us the power to do it. They were ordained, 
however, for the purpose of showing man to himself; that 
through them he mny learn his own impotence for good, and 
may despair of his own strength. For this reason they al 
called the Old Testament, and are so. 

For example : " thou shalt not covet," is a precept by wl 
we are all convicted of sin ; since no man can help coveting^ 
whatever efforts to the contrary he may make. In ord( 
therefore that be may fulfil the precept, and not covet, ho i) 
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coDstrained to despair of Limsolf, and to seek oUewbere und 
throngb another the help which he caunot find in himself; as 
it is said : " Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself ; bnt in me is 
thine help." (Hosea xiii. D.) Now what is done by this one 
precept, is done by all ; for all are equally impossible of fulOl- 
ment by iis. 

Now when a man has through the precepts been taught his 
own impotence, and become anxious by what means ho may 
satisfy the law — for the law must be satisfied, so that no jot or 
tittle of it may pass away ; otherwise he must be hopelessly- 
condemned — then, being truly Lambled and brought to nothing 
in his own eyes, he finds in himself no resource for justification 
and salvation. 

Then comes in that other part of Scripture, the promises of 
God, which declare the glory of God, and say : " If yon wish to 
fulfil the law, and, as the law requires, not to covet, lo ! believe 
in Christ, in whom are promised to you grace, justification, 
peace, and liberty." All these things you shall have, if yon 
believe, and shall be without them, if you do not believe. For 
what is impossible for you by all the works of the law, which 
are many and yet useless, you shall fulfil in an easy and 
summary way through faith ; because God the Father has made 
everything to depend on faith, so that whosoever has it, has 
all tilings, and he who has it not, has nothing. " For God hath 
oonclnded them all in nnbelief, that He might have mercy upon 
all." (Rom. xi. 32.) Thus the promises of God give that 
which the precepts exact, and fulfil what the law commands ; 
BO that all is of God alone, both the precepts and their fulfil- 
ment. He alone commands. He alone also fulfils. Hence the 
promises of God belong to the New Testament ; nay, are the 
New Testament. 

Now since these promises of God are words of holiness, truth, 
righteousness, liberty, and peace, and are full of universal 
goodness ; the soul, which cleaves to them with a firm faith, is 
80 united to them, nay, thoroughly absorbed by them, that it 
not only partakes in, hut is penetrated and satnrated by, all 
their virtue. For if the touch of Christ was healing, how much 
more does that most tender spiritual touch, nay, absorption of 
the word, communicate to the soul all that belongs to the 
word. In this way, therefore, the soul, throuj^ h faith alone, 
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1 without w orks, is from the word of God justified, eanctifii 
fCnduod with truth, peace, and liberty, and filled full with erei 
/ good thiug, and is truly made the child of God ; as it is snid 
" To them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
them that believe on his name." (John i. 12.) • 

From ail this it ia easy to understand why faith haa and 
great power, and why no good works, nor even all good worl 
pat together, can compare with it; since no work can cleai 
to the word of God, or be in the soal. Faith alone and tl 
word reign iii it ; and ench as is the word, such is the sool 
made by it; just as iron exposed to fire glowg like fire, on 
Recount of its union with the fire. It is clear then that to a 
(Christian man hia faith suffices for everything, and that he has 
Ino need of works for justification. But if he has no need of 
works, neither has he need of the law ; and, if he has no need of 
the law, he is certainly free from the law. and the saying is 
true : "The law is not made for a righteous man." {1 Tim. i. 9.) 
This is that Christian liberty, onr faith, the effect of which ib, 
not that we should be careless or lead a bad life, but that no 
one should need the law or works for justification and salvatioi 
Let us consider this as the first virtue of faith ; and let - 
look also to the second. This also is an office of faith, that 
/lionoMra with the utmost veneration and the highest repni 
I lion him in whom it believes, inasmuch as it holds him to „ 
\Jruthful and worthy of belief. For there is no honour UIk 
that reputation of truth and righteousness, vrith which we 
honour him, in whom we believe. What higher credit can we 
attribute to any one than trath and righteousness, and absolute 
goodness ? On the other hand, it is the greatest insult to 
brand any one with the reputation of falsehood and unright- 
eonsnoss, or to suspect him of these, as we do when we 
disbelieve him. 

Thus the soul, in firmly believing the promises of God, holds 
Him to be true and righteous ; and it can attribute to God no 
higher glory than the credit of being so. The highest worship 
of God is to ascribe to Him truth, righteonsnoss, and whatever 
qualities we must ascribe to one in whom we believe. In 
doing this the soul shows itself prepared to do Hia whole will ; 
in doing this it hallows His name, and gives itself up to bu 
dealt with as it may please God, For it cleaves to Hin 
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promises, and ner«T doobto tbat Be is true, just, and v 
will do, dispose, and provide for all things iu tbe best way. 
not Each a soal, in this its iaitb, most obedient to God in all 
things ? "What commaDdinetit does there remain wLich has 
not been amply fulfilled by sncb an obedience ? What fulfil- 
ment can be more foil than nnivergitl obedience P Now this is -m 
tiot accomplish^ by works, but by faith alone. j 

On the other hand, what greater rebellion, impiety, or iiisnlt I 
to God can there be. than not to believe His promises ? "What I 
else is this, than either to make God a liar, or to doubt His 
tmth — that is, to attribute truth to onrselves, but to God 
falsehood and levity ? In doing this, is not a man denying I 
God and setting himself up as an idol in his own heart ? ] 
What then can works, done in snch a stato of impiety, profit us, J 
were they even angelic or apostolic wnrks ? Rightly hath J 
God shnt np all— not in wrath nor in lust— but in unbelief; in 1 
order that those who pretend that they are fulfilling the law j 
by works of parity and benevolence (which are social and human I 
%-irtnofi), may not presume that they will therefore bt' savod ; I 
but, being included in the sin of uubelief, may either seek j 
mercy, or be justly condemned. J 

But when God sees that trnth is ascribed to Him, and that I 
in the faith of our hearts He is bououred with all the honour I 
of which He is worthy ; then in return He honours us ua | 
account of that faith; attributing tons truth and righteonsnesB. j 
For faith produces truth and righteousness, in rendering to J 
God what is His ; and therefore in return God gives glory to ] 
our righteousness. It is a trno and righteous thing, that God 
is true and righteous ; and to confess this, and ascribe these I 
attributes to Him, is to be ourselves true and righteous. Thus I 
He says : " Them that honour me I will honour, and thoy that j 
despise me shall be lightly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 30.) And | 
BO Paul says that Abraham's faith was imputed to him for I 
righteouHness, because by it he gave glory to God ; and that to 1 
as also, for the same reasou, it shall be reputed for righteous- j 
ness, if we believe. (Horn, iv.) 

The third incomparable grace of faith is this, that it nnitea 
the soiil to Christ, as the wife to the hu^haivl; by which 
mystery, as the Apostle teaches, Christ and the soul are maile j 
one fieah. Now if thoy arc one tlesh, and if a truo marriage — I 
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nay, by far the most perfect of all marriages — is accomplished 
between them (for human marriages are but feeble types of 
this one great marriage), then it follows that all they have 
becomes theirs in common, as well good things as evil things ; 
so that whatsoever Christ possesses, that the believing sonl 
may take to itself and boast of as its own, and whatever 
belongs to the soul, that Christ claims as his. 

If we compare these possessions, we shall see how inestimable 
is the gain. Christ is full of grace, life, and salvation ; the 
soul is full of sin, death, and condemnation. Let faith step in, 
and then sin, death, and hell will belong to Christ, and grace, 
life, and salvation to the soul. For, if he is a husband, he 
must needs take to himself that which is his wife's, and, at the 
same time, impart to his wife that which is his. For, in 
giving her his own body and himself, how can he but give her 
all that is his ? And, in taking to himself the body of his wife, 
how can he but take to himself all that is hers ? 

In this is displayed the delightful sight, not only of com- 
munion, but of a prosperous warfare, of victory, salvation, and 
redemption. For since Christ is God and man, and is such a 
person as neither has sinned, nor dies, nor is condemned, — nay, 
cannot sin, die, or be condemned ; and since his righteousness, 
life, and salvation are invincible, eternal, and almighty ; when, 
I say, such a person, by the wedding-ring of faith, takes a 
share in the sins, death, and hell of his wife, nay, makes them 
his own, and deals with them no otherwise than as if they were 
his, and as if he himself had sinned ; and when he suffers, dies, 
and descends to hell, that he may overcome all things, since 
sin, death, and hell cannot swallow him up, they must needs 
be swallowed up by him in stupendous conflict. For his 
righteousness rises above the sins of all men ; his life is more 
powerful than all death ; his salvation is more unconquerable 
than all hell. 

- Thus the believing soul, by the pledge of its faith in Christ, 
becomes free from all sin, fearless of death, safe from hell, and 
endowed with the eternal righteousness, life, and salvation of 
its husband Christ. Thus he presents to himself a glorious 
bride, without spot or wrinkle, cleansing her with the washing 
of water by the word ; that is, by faith in the word of life, 
righteousness, and salvation. Thus he betrothes her unto 
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liiniself "in faithfnltiON. in rigbteouBness, and in jmlgmont, 
aad in lovingkindness, and in niorcies." (Hosoa ii. 19, 20.) 

Who then can value highly enongb these royal nnptiale? 
Who can comprehend the riches of the glory of tliis grace? 
Christ, that rich aad pions husband, takes as a wife a needy and. 
impious harlot, redeeming her from all her evils, and anpplyingi 
her with all His good things, It is impossible now that her 
eina should destroy her, since they have been laid upon Christ 
and swallowed up in Him, and sincQ she had in her husband 
Christ a righteonsness which she may claim as her own, and 
wbich she can set up with confidence against all her sins, 
against death and hell, saying : " If I have sinned, my Christ, 
in whom I believe, has not sinned ; all mine is His, and all His 
is mine ; " as it is written, " My beloved is mine, and I am 
his. (Cant. ii> 16,) This is what Paal says : " Thanks be to God, 
which givetb n9 the victory throngh our Lord Jesus Christ ; " 
victory over sin and death, aa he says : " The sting of death is 
sin, and the strength of sin is the law," {1 Cor. xv. .56, 57.) 

From all this you will again understand, why so inncli 
importance is attributed to faith, so that it alone can fulfil the 
law, and justify without any works. For you see that the first 
commandment, which says, " Thou shalt worship one God 
only," is fulfilled by faith alone. If you were nothing bat 
good works from the soles of your feet to the crown of your 
head, you would not be worshipping God. nor fulfilling the 
first commandment, since it is impossible to worship God, 
without ascribing to Him the glory of truth and of universal 
goodness, as it ought in truth to be ascribed. Now this is not 
done by works, but only by faith of heart. It is not by 
working, but by believing, that we glorify God, and confeaa 
Him to be true. On this ground faith is the solo righteons- 
ness of a Christian man, and the fulfilling of all the command- 
ments. For to him who fulfils the first, the task of fulfilling 
hU the rest is easy. 

Works, since they are irrational things, cannot glorify God; 
although they may be done to the glory of God, if faith be 
present. But at present we are enquiring, not into the quality 
of the works done, but into him who does them, who glorifies 
God, and brings forth good works. This is faith of heart, the 
head and the eubatance of all our righteonsness. Hence that ia 
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a blind and perilons doctrine which teaches that the command- 
ments are fulfilled by works. The commandments mnst have 
been fulfilled, preyious to any good works, and good works 
follow their fulfilment, as we shall see. 

But, that we may haye a wider yiew of that grace which our 
inner man has in Christ, we must know that in the Old 
Testament God sanctified to Himself eyery first-bom male. 
The birthright was of great value, giving a superiority oyer 
the rest by the double honour of priesthood and kingship. For 
the first-born brother was priest and lord of all the rest. 

Under this figure was foreshown Christ, the true and only 
first-born of God the Father and of the Virgin Mary, and a true 
king and priest, not in a fleshly and earthly sense. For His 
kingdom is not of this world ; it is in heavenly and spiritual 
things that He reigns and acts as priest; and these are 
righteousness, truth, wisdom, peace, salvation, &c. Not but that 
all things, even those of earth and hell, are subject to Him — 
for otherwise how could He defend and save us from them ? — but 
it is not in these, nor by these, that His kingdom stands. 

So too His priesthood does not consist in the outward display 
of vestments and gestures, as did the human priesthood of 
Aaron and our ecclesiastical priesthood at this day, but in 
spiritual things, wherein, in His invisible office. He intercedes for 
us with God in heaven, and there offers Himself, and performs 
all the duties of a priest ; as Paul describes Him to the Hebrews 
under the figure of Melchizedek. Nor does He only pray and 
intercede for us ; He also teaches us inwardly in the spirit with 
the living teachings of His Spirit. Now these are the two 
special offices of a priest, as is figured to us in the case of 
fleshly priests, by visible prayers and sermons. 

As Christ by His birthright has obtained these two dignities, 
so He imparts and communicates them to every believer in 
Him, under that law of matrimony of which we have spoken 
above, by which all that is the husband's is also the wife's. 
Hence all we who believe on Christ are kings and priests in 
Christ, as it is said: ''Ye are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light." (1 Pet. ii. 9.) 

These two things stand thus. First, as regards kingship, 
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every CliriBti&ti is by faith aa exnlted Bbore «1I tbt&ss, Uwt. ia 
spiritual power, lie is completely lord of all things ; ao that 
nothing whatever can do him any hurt ; yea, all thin^ at* 
eabJGct to him, and are compelled to be TObeerrieot to hie 
Bftlvation. Thus Paul says: "All things wodc tagotiier far 
good to them who are the called" (Boa. vni.SS); sad also; 
" Whether life, or death, or things presoit. or tfaisiga to eaae: 
all are yours ; and ye are Christ's. (1 Cor. iiL 2i, 23.) 

Not that in the sense of corporeal power any one aaaBg 
Christians has been appointed to poavese and role all tkings, 
according to the mad and senseless idea of certain scelBHiatiaL 
That is the office of kings, prinees, and me» npoa aartL la 
the experience of life we see that «a are snljecied toaDtfcia^ 
audauSbrmany things, even death. Yea, the awre of a C tri sti ia 
any man is, to ao many the more erils, s aB er i ngs, and dealha is 
he subject ; as we see in the first [daee in ChirH the fiat-lMKB, 
and in all His holy brethen. 

This is a apiritoal power, which rales in the laidsi 
and is powerfnl in the midst of distmses. And tlna is 
else than that strength ia made perfect in mj weakness, 
that I can torn all things to the profit of ny salTstioB ; ao that 
even the cross and death are compelled to seire aie sad to 
work together for my salration. This is a kifty and giiimirt 
dignity, a tme and almighty dominion, a apiritaal eiaptn, 
in which there ia nothing so good, nothing ao bsd, as not to 
work together for my good, if only I beliere. And yet there is 
nothing of which I have need — for ^th alone mAeea for mj 
salvation — unless that, in it, faith may exercise the power and 
empire of its liberty. This is the ineatitnable power and liberty 
of Christians. 

I^or are we only kings and the freeat of all men. bnt also 
priests for ever, a dignity far higher than kingship, because by 
that priesthood wo are worthy to appear l^fore God, to pray for 
others, and to teach one another nintiially the thin);^ which are 
of God. For these are the duties of priestM, and they cannot 
possibly be permitted to any unbeliever. Chriat ban obtainod 
lor ns this favour, if we believe in Him, that, jaat aa we are His 
brethren, and co-heirs and fellow kinga with Him, so we 
be also frjllow pricBts with Him, and 
throngh the apiiit of faith, to com 
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and cry " Abba, Father ! " and to pray for one another, and to 
do all things which we see done and figured in the yisible and 
corporeal office of priesthood. Bnt to an nnbelieying person 
nothing renders service or works for good. He himself is in 
servitude to all things, and all things turn out for eyil to him, 
because he uses all things in an impious way for his own 
advantage, and not for the glory of God. And thus he is not 
a priest, but a profane person, whose prayers are turned into 
sin ; nor does he ever appear in the presence of God, because 
God does not hear sinners. 

Who then can comprehend the loftiness of that Christian 
dignity which, by its royal power, rules over all things, even 
over death, life, and sin, and, by its priestly glory, is all 
powerful with God ; since God does what He Himself seeks 
and wishes; as it is written: ''He will fulfil the desire of 
them that fear Him : He also will hear their cry, and will save 
them" ? (Ps. cxlv. 19.) This glory certainly cannot be attained 
by any works, but by faith only. 

From these considerations any one may clearly see how a 
-' /Christian man is free from all things ; so that he needs no 
works in order to be justified and saved, but receives these gifts 
in abundance from faith alone. Nay, were he so foolish as to 
pretend to be justified, set free, saved, and made a Christian, by 
means of any good work, he would immediately lose faith 
with all its benefits. Such folly is prettily represented in the 
fable, where a dog, running along in the water, and carrying in 
his mouth a real piece of meat, is deceived by the reflection of 
the meat in the water, and, in trying with open mouth to seize 
it, loses the meat and its image at the same time. 

Here you will ask : " If all who are in the Church are priests, 
by what character are those, whom we now call priests, to be 
distinguished from the laity ? " I reply : By the use of these 
words, " priest," " clergy," " spiritual person," ** ecclesiastic," 
an injustice has been done, since they have been transferred 
from the remaining body of Christians to those few, who are 
now, by a hurtful custom, called ecclesiastics. For Holy 
Scripture makes no distinction between them, except that those, 
who are now boastfully called popes, bishops, and lords, it 
calls ministers, servants, and stewards, who are to serve the 
rest in the ministry of the Word, for teaching the faith of Christ 
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And Uio liberty of believers. For thongb it is trno tbst we are 
all equally priests, yet wo cannot, nor, if we oould, ought we all 
to minister and teach publicly. Thus Paul says : " Lot a man 
90 accooiit of na as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of 
the mysteries of Goil." (I Cor. iv, 1.) 

This bad system has now issued in such a pompoaa display 
of power, and such a terrible tyranny, that no earthly govern- 
ment can be compared to it, as if the laity were something else 
than Christians. Through this perversioQ of things it has 
happened that the knowledge of Christian grace, of faith, of 
liberty, and altogether of Christ, has utterly perished, and has 
been siicceGdod by an intolerable bondage to human works and 
laws; and, according to the Lamentations of Jeremiah, we 
have become the slaves of the vilest men on earth, who abuse 
our misery to all the disgraceful and ignominious purposes of 
their own will. 

Kotnming to the subject which wo had begnn, I think it is 
made clear by these considerations that it is not snfBcient, nor 
a Christian coarse, to preach the works, life, and words of 
Christ in a historic manner, as facts which it snOices to know 
as an example how to frame our life ; as do those who are now 
held the best preachers : and much less so, to keep silence 
altogether on these thiugs, and to teach in their steiid the Inws 
of men and the decrees of the Fathers. There are now not 
a few persona who preach and read about Christ with the 
object of moving tho hnman affections to sympathise with 
Christ, to indignation against the Jews, and other childish and 
womanish absurdities of that kind. 

Now preoching ought to have the object of promoting f aith 
in Him, so that He may not only be Christ, but a Christ for you 
and for me, and that what is gaid of Him, and what He is 
called, may work in ns. And this faith is produced and ta 
maintained by preaching why Christ came, what He has brought 
ns and given to us, and to what profit and advantage He is to 
be received. This is done, when the Christian liberty which wo 
have from Christ Himself in rightly taught, and we are shown 
in what manner all we Christiaus are kings and priests, and how 
wo are lords of all things, and may be confident that whatever 
wc do in the presence of God is pleasing and acceptable to ti im. 

Whoso heart would not rejoice in its inmost coco at 1 
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these things ? Whose heart, on receiving so great a consola- 
tion, would not become sweet with the love of Christ, a love 
to which it can never attain by any laws or works ? Who can 
injure such a heart, or make it afraid ? If the consciousness of 
sin, or the horror of death, rush in upon it, it is prepared to 
hope in the Lord, and is fearless of such evils, and undisturbed, 
until it shall look down upon its enemies. For it believes that 
the righteousness of Christ is its own, and that its sin is no 
longer its own, but that of Christ, for, on account of its faith 
in Christ, all its sin must needs be swallowed up from before 
the face of the righteousness of Christ, as I have said abova 
It learns too, with the Apostle, to scoff at death and sin, and to 
say : ** death, where is thy sting ? grave, where is thy 
victory ? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ." (1 Cor. xv. 55-57.) For 
death is swallowed up in victory; not only the victory of 
Christ, but ours also ; since by faith it becomes ours, and in it 
we too conquer. 

Let it suffice to say this concerning the inner man and its 
liberty, and concerning that righteousness of faith, which 
needs neither laws nor good works ; nay, they are even hurtful 
to it, if any one pretends to be justified by them. 

And now let us turn to the other part, to the outward man. 
Here we shall give an answer to all those who, taking offence at 
the word of faith and at what I have asserted, say : '' If faith does 
everything, and by itself suffices for justification, why then are 
good works commanded ? Are we then to take our ease and do 
no works, content with faith ? " Not so, impious men, I reply ; 
not so. That would indeed really be the case, if we were 
thoroughly and completely inner and spiritual persons; but 
that will not happen until the last day, when the dead shall bo 
raised. As long as we live in the flesh, we are but beginning 
and making advances in that which shall be completed in a 
future life. On this account the Apostle calls that which we 
have in this life, the first-fruits of the Spirit. (Rom. viii. 23.) 
In future we shall have the tenths, and the fulness of the 
Spirit. To this part belongs the fact I have stated before, that 
the Christian is the servant of all and subject to all. For in 
that part in which he is free, he does no works, but in that in 
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which ho is a servant, he does all works. Let as see on nbat 
principle this is so. 

Although, as I have said, inwardly, and according to Ihe 
spirit, a man is amplj enongh justified ky faith, having all that 
he reqairea to have, except that this very faith and abundance 
ought to increase from day to day, even till the future life ; 
still he remains in this mortal life upon earth, in which it is 
necessary that he should rule bis own body, and have inter- 
course with men. Hero then works begin ; here he must not 
take his ease ; here he must give heed to exercise his body by 
fastings, watchinga, labour, and other moderate discipline, »o 
that it may be subdued to the spirit, and obey and conform 
itself to the inner man and faith, and not rebel against them 
nor hinder them, as is its nature to do if it is not kept under. 
For the inner man, being conformed to God, and created after 
the image of God through faith, rejoices and dehghts itself in 
Christ, in whom such blessings have been conferred on it ; and 
hence has only this task before it, to serve God with joy and 
for nought in free love. 

In doing this ho offends that contrary will in his own flesh, 
which is striving to serve the world, and to seek its own 
gratification. This the spirit of faith cannot and will not 
hear ; but applies itself with cheerfulness and zeal to keep it 
down and restrain it ; as Paul says : "I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man; but I see another law in my 
members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing 
mo into captivity to the law of sin." (Rom. vii. 22, 23.) And 
again : " I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection, 
lest that hy any means, when I have preached to others, 1 
myself should be a castaway." {1 Cor. ix. 27.) And: "They 
that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the aSectiona 
and lusts." (Gal. v. 24.) 

These works, however, must not be done with any notion i 
that by them a man can be justified before God — for faith, 
which alone is righteousness before God, will not bear with 
this false notion — hut solely with this purpose, that the body 
may be brought into subjection, and be purified from its evil 
lusts, so that our eyes may be turned only to purging away 
those lusts. For when the soul has been cleansed by faith and 
t would i 
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like manner ; and especially its own body, so that all things 
might nnite with it in the loTe and praise of God. Thus it 
comes that, from the requirements of his own body, a man 
cannot take his ease, bnt is compelled on its account to do 
many good works, that he may bring it into subjection. Yet 
these works are not the means of his justification before God * 
he does them out of disinterested lore to the service of God ; 
looking to no other end than to do what is well-pleasing to Him 
whom he desires to obey most dutifully in all things. 

On this principle eyery man may easily instruct himself in 
what measure, and with what distinctions, he ought to chasten 
his own body. Ho will fast, watch, and labour, just as much 
as he sees to suffice for keeping down the wantonness and 
concupiscence of the body. But those who pretend to be 
justified by works are looking, not to the mortification of their 
lusts, but only to the works themselves ; thinking that, if they 
can accomplish as many works and as great ones as possible, 
all is well with them, and they are justified. Sometimes they 
even injure their brain, and extinguish nature, or at least make 
it useless. This is enormous folly, and ignorance of Christian 
life and faith, when a man seeks, without faith, to be justified 
and saved by works. 

To make what we have said more easily understood, let us 
set it forth under a figure. The works of a Christian man, 
who is justified and saved by his faith out of the pure and 
unbought mercy of God, ought to be regarded in the same 
light as would have been those of Adam and Eve in Paradise, 
and of all their posterity, if they had not sinned. Of them it 
is said : " The Lord God took the man, and put him into the 
garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it." (Gen. ii. 15.) Now 
Adam had been created by God just and righteous, so that ho 
could not have needed to be justified and made righteous by 
keeping the garden and working in it ; but, that he might not 
be unemployed, God gave him the business of keeping and 
cultivating Paradise. These would have indeed been works of 
perfect freedom, being done for no object but that of pleasing 
God, and not in order to obtain justification, which he already 
had to the full, and which would have been innate in us all. 

So it is with the works of a believer. Being by his faith 
replaced afresh in Paradise and created ancvr^ he docs not need 
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vorks Tor his jnstificAtion, bat Uwt be may itol be idle, bat mkf 
keep hid own body and work npoa it. His myrks u« to he doa« 
freely, with the sole object of ptetsing God. Only ire mo Dot 
yet fully created anew id perfect faith and 1ot« ; these reqaire 
to be increased, not however throngb works, but through tbem- 
Belres. 

A bishop, when he consecrates a charch, confirms cbildrto, 
or performs any other dnty of hia o£Gc«, is not oonsoemted u 
biabop by these works ; nay, onle^ ho bad been prerionsly 
consecrated as bishop, not one of those works wonld hav« any 
validity ; they wonld be foolish, childish, and ridicaloQS. Tbna 
a Gliristian, being consecrated by his faith, does good works ; 
but he is not by these works made a more sacred person, or more 
a Christian. That is the effect of faith alone ; nay, nnless bo 
were previously a believer and a Christian, none of his works 
wonld have any value at all ; they would really be impiona and 
damnable eina. 

True then are these two sayings : Good works do not make a ' 
good man, but a good man does good works. Bad works do 
not make a bad man, bnt a bad man does bad works. Thus it 
is always necessary that the substance or person shonld he 
good before any good works can be done, and that good works 
should follow and proceed from a good person. As Christ says : 
"A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
cormpt tree bring forth good fruit." (Matt. vii. IS.) Now it is 
clear that the fruit does not bear the tree, nor does the tree 
grow on the frnit j but, on the contrary, the trees bear the fmit 
and the frnit grows on the trees. 

As then trees must exist before their frnit, and as the fruit 
does not make the tree either good or bad, but, on the 
contrary, a tree of either kind produces fmit of the same kind ; 
eo must first the person of the man be good or bad, before he can 
do either a good or a bad work ; and bis works do not make him 
had or good, but he himself makes his works either bad or good. 

We may sec the same thing in all handicrafts. A bad or 
good house does not make a bad or good bnilder, bnt a good or 
bad builder makes a good or bad house. And in general, no 
work makes the workman sncb as it is itself; bat the workman 
makes the work such as he is himself Such is the case too 
[ with the wuikd uf uum. ISuch as the man hiiuutiU iii, wtu 
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in faith or in unbelief, such is his work ; good if it be done in 
faith, bad if in unbelief. But the converse is not true — that, 
such as the work is, such the man becomes in faith or in 
unbelief. For as works do not make a believing maji, so 
neither do they make a justified man ; but faith, as it makes a 
man a believer and justified, so also it makes his works good. 

Since, then, works justify no man, but a man must be justified 
before he can do any good work, it is most evident that it is 
faith alone which, by the mere mercy of God through Christ, 
and by means of His word, can worthily and sufficiently justify 
and save the person; and that a Christian man needs no 
work, no law, for his salvation ; for by faith he is free from 
all law, and in perfect freedom does gratuitously all that 
he does, seeking nothing either of profit or of salvation — 
since by the grace of God he is already saved and rich in all 
things through his faith — but solely that which is well-pleasing 
to God. 

So too no good work can profit an unbeliever to justification 
and salvation ; and on the other hand no evil work makes him 
an evil and condemned person, but that unbelief, which makes 
the person and the tree bad, makes his works evil and con- 
demned. Wherefore, when any man is made good or bad, this 
does not arise from his works, but from his faith or unbelief, 
as the wise man says : " The beginning of sin is to fall away 
from God ; " that is, not to believe. Paul says : " He that 
Cometh to God must believe " (Heb. xi. 6) ; and Christ says 
the same thing: "Either make the tree good, and his fruit 
good ; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt." 
(Matt. xii. 33.) As much as to say : He who wishes to have 
good fruit, will begin with the tree, and plant a good one; 
even so he who wishes to do good works must begin, not by 
working, but by believing, since it is this which makes the 
person good. For nothing makes the person good but faith, nor 
bad but unbelief. 

It is certainly true that, in the sight of men, a man becomes 
good or evil by his works ; but here " becoming " means that 
it is thus shown and recognised who is good or evil ; as Christ 
says : " By their fruits ye shall know them." (Matt. vii. 20.) 
But all this stops at appearances and externals ; and in this 
matter very many deceive themselves, when they presume 
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to write and teach that wo arc to bo justified by {^ood works, 
and meaQwhilo make no mention even of faith, walking in their 
own ways, ever deceived and deceiving, going from bad to 
worse, blind leaders of the blind, wearying themselves with 
many works, and yet never attaining to trne righteousness ; of 
whom Paul says : " Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof ; ever learning, and never able to come to tho 
knowledge of the truth." (2 Tim. iii. 5, 7.) 

He then, who does not wish to go astray with these blind 
ones, must look further than to the works of the law or the 
doctrine of works ; nay, maat turn away his sight from works, 
and look to the person, and to the manner in which it may bo^ 
justified. Now it is justified and saved, not by works or laws, 
out by the word of God, that is, by the promise of His grace ; '--- 
BO that the glory may bo to tho Divine majesty, which has saved 
us who believe, not by works of righteousness which we bavo 
done, but according to His mercy, by tbe word of His grace. 

From all this it is easy to perceive on what principle good 
works are to be cast aside or embraced, and by what rule all 
teachings put forth concerning works are to be understood. 
For if works are brought forward as grounds of justification, 
and are done under tho false persuasion that we can pretend to 
be justified by them, they lay on us the yoke of necessity, and 
extinguish liberty along with faith, and by this very addition 
to their use, they become no longer good, but really worthy of 
condemnation. For such works are not free, but blaspheme 
tbe grace of God, to which alone it belongs to justify and save 
through faith. Works cannot accomplish this, and yet, with 
impious presumption, through our folly, they take it on thera- 
Bolves to do 80 ; and thus break in with violence upon the ofBce 
and glory of grace. 

We do not then reject good works; nay, we embrace them 
and teach them in the highest degree. It is not on their own 
account that we condemn them, but on account of this impioQB 
addition to them, and the perverse notion of seeking justification 
by them. These things cause them to be only good in outward 
ehow, but in reality not good ; since by them men are deceived 
and deceive others, like ravening wolves in sheep's clothing. 

Kow this Leviathan, this perverted notion about works, is 
invincible, when sincere faith is wanting. For those sanctified 
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doers of works cannot bnt hold it, till faith, which destroys it, 
comes and reigns in the heart. Nature cannot expel it by her 
own power ; nay, cannot eyen see it for what it is, but considers 
it as a most holy will. And when custom steps in besides, and 
strengthens this pravity of nature, as has happened by means 
of impious teachers, then the evil is incurable, and leads astray 
multitudes to irreparable ruin. Therefore, though it is good to 
preach and write about penitence, .confession, and satisfaction, 
yet if we stop there, and do not go on to teach faith, such 
teaching is without doubt deceitful and devilish. For Christ, 
speaking by His servant John, not only said : "Kepent ye ;" but 
added : " for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.'* (Matt. iii. 2.) 

For not one word of God only, but both, should be 
preached ; new and old things should be brought out of the 
treasury, as well the voice of the law, as the word of grace. 
The voice of the law should be brought forward, that men 
may be terrified and brought to a knowledge of their sins, and 
thence be converted to penitence and to a better manner of life. 
But we must not stop here ; that would be to wound only and 
not to bind up, to strike and not to heal, to kill and not to 
make alive, to bring down to hell and not to bring back, to 
humble and not to exalt. Therefore the word of grace, and of 
the promised remission of sin, must also be preached, in order 
to teach and set up faith ; since, without that word, contrition, 
penitence, and all other duties, are performed and taught in 
vain. 

There still remain, it is true, preachers of repentance and 
grace, but they do not explain the law and the promises of God 
to such an end, and in such a spirit, that men may learn 
whence repentance and grace are to come. For repentance 
comes from the law of God, but faith or grace from the promises 
of God, as it is said : " Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God." (Rom. x. 17.) Whence it comes, that a 
man, when humbled and brought to the knowledge of himself 
by the threatenings and terrors of the law, is consoled and 
raised up by faith in the Divine promise. Thus " weeping may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning." (Ps. xxx. 
5.) Thus much we say concerning works in general, and also 
concerning those which the Christian practises with regard to 
his own body. 
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Lastly, WG will speak also of those works wliich lie performa 
towards Iiis neiglibonr. For man does not live for himself 
nlone in tliis mortal body, in order to work on its account, hut 
also for all men on earth ; nay, he lives only for others aod not 
for liimself. For it ia to this end that he brings his own body 
into sabjection, that he may bo able to serve others more 
sincerely and more froely ; as Paul says : " None of as liveth 
to himself, and no mau dietb to himself. For whether we live, 
vie live nnto the Lord ; and whether we die, wo die unto 
the Lord." (Bom. \iv. 7, 8.) Thus it is impossible that ho 
should take his ease iu this life, and not work for the good of 
his neighbours ; since ho must needs speak, act, and converse 
among men ; jnst as Christ was made in the likeness of men, 
and found in fashion as a mau, and had His conversation among 
men. 

Yet a Christian has need of none of these things for justi- 
fication and salvation, but in all his works he ought to entertain 
this view, and look only to this object, that he may serve and 
be useful to others iu all that he does ; having nothing before 
his eyes but the necessities aud the advantage of his neighbour. 
Thus tho Apostle commands us to work with our own hands, 
that wo may have to give to those that need. He might have 
said, that wo may support ourselves ; but he tells as to give to 
thosQ that need. It is the })art of a Christian to take care of 
his own body for the very purpose that, by its soundness and 
wellbeing, he may be enabled to labour, and to acquire and pre- 
serve property, for the aid of those who are in want ; that thus 
the stronger member may serve the weaker member, and we may 
bo children of God, thoughtful and busy one for another, bearing 
one another's burdens, and so fulfilling the law of Christ. 

Here is tho truly Christian life; hero is faith really working 
by love ; when a man applies himself with joy and love to the 
works of that freest servitude, in which he serves others volun- 
tarily aud for nongbt ; himself abundantly satisfied in the 
fulness ajid riches of his own faith. 

Thus, when Paul had taught the Philippians how they had 
been made rich by that faith in Christ, in which they had 
obtained all things, he teaches them further in these words — 
" If there be therefore any consolation iu Christ, if any comfort 
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if au'^j Vm'WftVs Mii.^aJS^»v 
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fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-miuded, having the sKme lon^ 

being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through 
strife or vainglory ; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselvea. Look not every man on hJa 
own things, bat every man abo on the things of others." 
(Phil. ii. 1-4,) 

In this wo see clearly that the Apostle lays down this rule 
for a Christian life, that all oar works shonld be directed to the 
advantage of others; since every Christian has such abnndance 
through his faith, that all his other works and his whole life 
remain over and above, wherewith to serve and bene&t his 
neighbour of spontaneous good will. 

To this end he brings forward Christ as an example, saying : 
" Lot this mind be in yon, which was also in Christ Jesus ; who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God : but made himself of no rcpntatton, and took npoa 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men ; 
and being found in fashion as a man, ho humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death." (Phil. ii. 5-8.) This most 
wholesome saying of the Apostle has been darkened to as by 
men who, totally misunderstanding the expressions : " form of 
God," " form of a servant," " fashion," " likeness of men," have 
transferred them to the natures of Godhead and manhood. 
Paul's meaning is this : Christ, when He was fall of the form 
of God, and abounded in all good things, so that He had no 
need of works or sufferings to be justified and saved^for all these 
things He had from the very beginning— yet was not puffed up 
with these things, and did not raise Himself above ns, and 
arrogate to Himself power over ns, though He might lawfully 
have done so, but on the contrary so acted in labouring, 
working, suffering, and dying, as to be like the rest of men, 
and no otherwise than a man in fashion and in conduct, as if lie 
were in want of all things, and had nothing of the form of God ; 
and yet all this He did for our sakcs, that Ue might serve as, 
and that all the works He should do under that form of a servant, 
might become ours. 

Thus a Christian, like Christ his bead, being full and in 
abundance through his faith, onght to be content with this 
form of God, obtained by faith ; except that, as I have said, lie 
ought to iuercaso this faith, till it be perfected. For tliia 




faith is hia life, jnstiEicatioii, nnd Balration, pre^omng hia 
person itself and making it pleasing to Owl, and Ustowing on 
liim all that Christ has ; aa I have said above, and as Paul 
affirms : " The life which I now live in the Sfsh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God." (Gal. ii. 20.) Though he is thus frve 
from all works, yet he ought to empty hiueelf of Uiis liberty, 
take on bim the form of a eerrant, be made io tb« likeoeas of 
men, be found lu fashion as a man, serve, help, and in erory 
^ay act towards his neighbour as he sees that God through 
Christ has acted and is acting towards him. All Ihia he 
should do freely, and with regard to nothing bat the good 
pleasure of God, and he should reason thns : 

Lo ! my God, without merit on my port, of His pure and 
free mercy, baa given to me, an unworthy, condemced, and 
contemptible creature, all the riches of justification and salva- 
tion in Christ, so that I no longer am in want of anything, 
except of faith to believe that this is so. For such a Father 
then, who has overwhelmed me with these inestimable riches 
of His, why should I not freely, cheerfully, and with my 
vrhole heart and from voluntary zeal, do all that I know will 
be pleasing to Him, aud acceptable in Hia sight? I will 
therefore give myself, as a sort of Christ, to my neigbboor, as 
Christ has given Himself to me ; and will do nothing in this 
life, except what I see will be needful, advantageous, and 
wholesomo for my neighbour, since by faith I abound in all 
good things in Christ. 

Thus from faith flow forth love and joy in the Lord, and 
from love a cheerful, willing, free spirit, disposed to serve oar 
neighbour voluntarily, without taking any account of gratitude 
or ingratitude, praise or blame, gain or loss. Its object is not 
to lay men under obligations, nor does it distinguish between 
friends and enemies, or look to gratitude or ingratitude, but 
most freely aud willingly spends itself and its goods, whether 
it loses them through ingratitude, or gains good will. For 
thus did its Father, distributing all things to all men abun- 
dantly aud freely ; making Hia sun to riao upon the just and 
the nnjuat. Thus too the child does and endures nothing, 
except from the free joy with which it delights through Chriat 
in God, the giver of such great gifts. 

You Bee then that, if wo recognise those great and precious 
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gifts, as Peter says, which have be^n giyen to ns, love is 
quickly diffused in our hearts through the Spirit, and by loye 
we are made free, joyful, all-powerful, actiye workers, yictors 
oyer all our tribulations, servants to our neighbour, and neyer* 
theless lords of all things. But for those who do not recognise 
the good things given to them through Christ, Christ has 
been born in vain ; such persons walk by works, and will never 
attain the taste and feeling of these great things. Therefore, 
just as our neighbour is in want, and has need of our abun- 
dance, so we too in the sight of God were in want, and had 
need of His mercy. And as our heavenly Father has freely 
helped us in Christ, so ought we freely to help our neighbour 
by our body and works, and each should become to other a 
sort of Christ, so that we may be mutually Christs, and that 
the same Christ may be in all of us ; that is, that we may be 
truly Christians. 

Who then can comprehend the riches and glory of the 
Christian life ? It can do all things, has all things, and is in 
want of nothing ; is lord over sin, death, and hell, and at the 
same time is the obedient and useful servant of all. But 
alas ! it is at this day unknown throughout the world ; it is 
neither preached nor sought after, so that we are quite 
ignorant about our own name, why we are and are called 
Christians. We are certainly called so from Christ, who is 
not absent, but dwells among us, provided, that is, that we 
believe in Him, and are reciprocally and mutually one the Christ 
of the other, doing to our neighbour as Christ does to us. But 
now, in the doctrine of men, we are taught only to seek after 
merits, rewards, and things which are already ours, and we 
have made of Christ a task-master far more severe than Moses. 

The Blessed Virgin, beyond all others, affords us an example 
of the same faith, in that she was purified according to the law 
of Moses, and like all other women, though she was bound by 
no such law, and had no need of purification. Still she 
submitted to the law voluntarily and of free love, making 
herself like the rest of women, that she might not offend or 
throw contempt on them. She was not justified by doing 
this ; but, being already justified, she did it freely and 
gratuitously. Thus ought our works too to bo done, and not in 
order to be justified by them; for, being first justified by 
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fBith, we ought to do all oar worka freely and choorfully for 
the sake of others. 

St. Paul circumcised hia dieciplc Timothy, uot becansd lie 
needed circamcisioa for his jiistidcntton, but that be might not 
oflbnd or contemn those Jews, weak in the faith, who had not 
yet been able to comprehend the liberty of faitli. On the 
other hand, when they contemned liberty, and urged that 
circumcision was necessary for justification, he resisted them, 
and would not allow Titus to be circumcised. For as he would 
not offend or contemn any one's weakness in faith, bnt yielded 
for the time to their will, bo again he wliuld not have the 
liberty of faith offended or contemned by hardened seif- 
jnstifiers, bnt walked in a middle path, sparing the weak for 
the time, and always resisting the hardened, that he might 
convert all to tho liberty of faith. On the same principle we 
ought to act, receiving those that are weak in the faith, but 
boldly resisting these hardened teachers of works, of whom we 
Bball hereafter speak at more length. 

Christ also, when His disciples were asked for the tribute 
money, asked of Peter, whether the children of a king were not 
free from tases. Peter agreed to this ; yet Jeaua commanded 
him to go to the sea, saying : " Lest we should offend them, go 
thou to the sea, and cast a hook, and take up the fish that first 
Cometh up ; and when thou hast opened his month, thou sbalt 
find a piece of money ; that take, and give unto them for me 
end thee." (Matt. xvii. 27.) 

This example is very mach to our purpose ; for here Christ 
calls Himself and His disciples free men, and children of a king, 
in want of nothing; and yet He voluntarily submits and pays 
the tax. Just as far then as this work was necessary or useful 
to Christ for justification or salvation, so fur do all His other 
■works or those of His disciploa avail for justification. Thoy are 
really free and subsequent to justification, and only done to serve 
others and set them an example. 

Sueh are the works which Paul inculcated; that Christians 
fihould be subject to principalities and powers, and ready to 
every good work (Tit. iii. 1); not that they may be justified 
by these things, for they are already justified by faith, but that in 
liberty of spirit they may thus be the servantH of others, and 
subject to powers, obeying their will out of giatuitous lovo. 
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Snch too onght to have been the works of all collGgea, 
monaateriea, and priests ; every one doing the worka of his own 
profesaion and stato of life, not in order to be justified by them, 
but in order to bring Lis own body into subjection, aa an 
osamjile to others, who themselyes uIbo need to keep under 
their bodies ; and also in order to accommodate himself to tlio 
will of others, out of free Iots. But we must always guard 
most carefully against any vain confidence or presumption of 
being justified, gaining merit, or being saved by those works ; 
this being the part of faith alone, as I have so often said. 

Any man possessing this knowledge may easily keep clear of 
danger amoog those innumerable commands and precepts of the 
Pope, of bishops, of monastoriea, of churches, of princes, and of 
magistrates, which some foolish pastors urge on us as being 
necessary for justification and salvation, calling them precepts 
of the Church, when they are not so at all. For the Christian 
freeman will speak thus : I will fast, I will pray, I will do this 
or that, which is commanded me by men, not as having any 
need of these things for justification or salvation, but that I 
may thus comply with the will of the Pope, of the bishop, of 
such a community or such a magistrate, or of my neighbour as 
an example to him; for this cause I will do and suffer all 
things, just as Christ did and suffered much more for me, 
though He needed not at all to do so on His own account, and 
made Himself for my sake under the law, when He was not 
under the law. And although tyrants may do me violence or 
wrong in requiring obedience to these things, yet it will not 
hurt me to do them, so long as they are not done against Qod, 
From all this every man will be able to attain a sure 
judgmout and faithful discrimination between all works and 
laws, and to know who are blind and foolish pastors, and who 
are true and good ones. For whatsoever work is not directed 
to the sole end, either of keeping under the body, or of doing 
service to our neighbour— provided he require nothing contrary 
to the will of God — is no good or Christian work. Honce I greatly 
feat that at this day few or no colleges, monasteries, altars, or 
ecclesiastical functions are Christian ones ; and the same may 
be said of fasts and special prayers to certain Saints. I fear 
that in all these nothing is being sought but what is already> 
ours ; while we fancy that by these things our sins are pni ~^ 
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away and salvation is attained, and tlms ntterly do away with 
Christian liberty. This comes from ignorance ofChrifltian faith 
and liberty. 

This ignorance, and this crushing of liberty, are diligently 
promoted by the teaching of very many blind pastors, who stir 
np and urge the people to a zeal for these things, praising such 
zeal and pnffing up men with their indnlgenrea, but never 
teaching faith. Now I would advise you, if yon have any wish 
to pray, to fast, or to made foundations in churches, as they call 
it, to take care not to do so with the object of gaining any 
advantage, either temporal or eternal. You will thus wrong your 
faith which alone bestows all things on you, and the increase of 
which, either by working or by suffering, is alone to be cared 
for. What yon give, give freely and without price, that others 
may prosper and have increase from you and from your good- 
ness. Thus you will be a truly good man and a Christian. 
For what do you want with your goods and your works, which 
are done over and above for the subjection of the body, aiuce 
you have abundance for yourself through your faith, in which 
God has given you all things ? 

We give this rule : the good things which we have from 
God ought to flow from one to another, and become common 
to all, BO that every one of us may, as it were, put on bis 
neighbour, and so behave towards him as if he were himself 
in his place. They flowed and do flow from Christ to ns ; he 
put us on, and acted for us as if he himself were what wo are. 
From us they flow to those who have need of them ; so that 
my faith and righteousness ought to be laid down before God 
aa a covering and intercession for the sins of my neighbour, 
which 1 am to take on myself, and so labour and endure 
servitude in them, as if they were my own ; for thus has Christ 
done for us. This is true love and the genuine truth of 
Christian life. But only there is it true and genuine, where 
there is true and genuine faith. Hence the Apostle attributes 
to Charity this quality, that she sceketh not her own. 

We conclude therefore that a Christian man does not live in 
himself, but in Christ and in bis neighbour, or else is no 
Christian ; in Christ by faith, in his neighbour by love. By 
faith he is carried upwards above himself to God, and by love 
he sinks back below himself to his neighbour, still always 
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abiding in God and His love, as Clirist says : " Verily I BKf 
nnto yon, hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man." 
(John i. 51.) 

Thus much concemiiig liberty, which, aa yon see, is a tme 
and spiritual liberty, making onr hearts free from all sins, lawa, 
and commandments ; as Paul says : " The law is not made for 
a righteous man" (1 Tim. i. 9); and one which sorpasses 
every other and outward liberty, as far as heaven is above earth. 
May Christ make us to understand and preserve this liberty. 
Ameu. 

Finally, for the sake of those to whom nothing can be stated 
so well but that they misunderstand and distort it, wo must 
add a word, in case they can understand even that. There are 
very many persons, who, when they hear of this liberty of faith, 
straightway turn it into an occasion of licence. They think 
that everything is now lawful for them, and do not choose to show 
themselves free men and Christians in any other way than by 
their contempt and reprehension of ceremonies, of traditions, of 
human laws; as if they were Christians merely becanse they 
refuse to fast on stated days, or eat flesh when others fast, or 
omit the customary prayers ; scofling at the precepts of men, 
but utterly passing over all the rest that belongs to the Christian 
religion. On the other hand, they are most pertinaciously re- 
sisted by those who strive after salvation solely by their obser- 
vance of and reverence for ceremonies ; as if they would be saved 
merely because they fast on stated days, or abstain from flesh, 
or make formal prayers ; talking loudly of the precepts of the 
Church and of the Fathers, and not caring a straw about those 
things which belong to our genuine faith. Both these parties 
are plainly culpable, in that, while they neglect matters which 
are of weight aud necessary for salvation, they contend noisily 
about such as are without weight and not necessary- 
How much more rightly does the Apostle Paul teach us to 
walk in the middle path, condemning either extreme, and 
saying : " Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not ; 
and let not him which eateth not judge him that eateth," 
(Rom. xiv. 3.) You see here how the Apostle blames those 
who, not from religious feeling, but in mere contempt, neglect 
and rail at ceremonial observances ; and teaches them not I 
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despise, since this " knowledge pnfTeth up." Again he teaches 
the pertinacious npholders of these things not to judge their 
opponents. For neither party observes towards the other that 
charity which edifieth. In this mutter we mnst listen to 
Scripture, which teaches us to turn aside neither to the right 
hand nor to the left, but to follow those right precepts of the 
Lord which rejoice the heart. For just as a man is not 
righteous, merely because he serves and dcTotes himself to 
works and ceremonial rites, so neither will he be accounted 
righteous, merely because he neglects and despises them. 

It is not from worts that we are set free hy the faith of 
Christ, but from the belief in works, that is, from foolishly 
presuming to seek justification through works. Faith redeems 
onr consciences, makes them upright and preserves them, since 
by it we recognise the truth that justification does not depend 
on onr works, although good works neither can nor ought to ba 
wauting to it ; just as we cannot exist without food and drink 
and all the functions of this mortal body. Still it is not 
on them that onr justification is based, but on faith; and yet 
they ought not on that account to be despised or neglected. 
Thus in this world we are compelled by the needs of this 
bodily life ; but we are not hereby justified. " Jly kingdom is 
not hence, nor of this world," says Christ ; but He does not 
say : " My kingdom is not here, nor in this world," Paul too 
says : " Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the 
flesh " (2 Cor. x. 3) ; and : '■ The life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God." (Gal. li. 20.) 
Thus our doings, life, and being, in works and ceremonies, are 
done from the necessities of this life, and with the motive of 
governing our bodies; but yet we are not justified by these 
things, but by the_faith of the Son of God. . 

The Christian must therefore walk in the middle path, and 
set these two classes of men before his eyes. He may meet 
with hardened and obstinate ceremonialiats, who, like deaf 
adders, refuse to listen to the truth of liberty, and cry up, 
enjoin, and urge on us their ceremonies, as if they could justify 
as without faith. Such were the Jews of old. who would not 
onderstaud, that they might act well. These men we must 
resist, do just the contrary to what they do, and be bold to give 
them ofl'ence ; lest by this impious notion of their.s they should 
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deceive mnny along with tlieniselvea. In the sight nf tin 
men it is expedient to eat flesh, to break fiista, and to J" 
behalf of the liberty of faith tilings which they hold to he i 
greatest sins. We must say of them : " Let them alone ; they 
be blind leaders of the blind." (Matt. xv. 14.) In this way 
Paul also would not have Titus circumcised, though these men 
urged it; and Christ defended the Apostles, who had placked 
ears of corn on the Sabbath day ; and many like instances. 

Or else we may meet with simple-minded and ignorant 
persons, weak in the faith, as the Apostle calls tbem, who are 
as yet unable to apprehend that liberty of faith, oven if willing 
to do so. These we must spare, lest they should be oSended, 
We must bear with their infirmity, till they shall be more fiiUy 
instructed. For since these men do not act thus from hardened 
malice, hut only from weakness of faith, therefore, in order to 
avoid giving them offence, we must keep fasts and do other 
things which they consider necessary. This is required of iie 
by charity, which injures no one, but serves all men. It is not 
the fault of these persons that they are weak, but that of their 
pastors, who by the snares and weapons of their own traditiona 
have brought them into bondage, and wounded their soula, 
when they ought to have been set free and healed by th«J 
teaching of faith and liberty. Thus the Apostle says : 
meat make ray brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while thi 
world standeth." (1 Cor. viii. VS.) And again : " I know, and 
am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing uucletu 
of itself; hut to him that esteemeth anything to be unclean, 
him it is unclean. It is evil for that man who eateth wit] 
offence." (Eom. xiv. 14, 20.) 

Thus, though we ought boldly to resist those teachers < 
tradition, and though those laws of the pontiffs, by which they 
make aggressions on the people of God, deserve sharp reproof, 
yet we mnst spare the timid crowd, who are held captive by the 
laws of those impious tyrants, till they are set free. Fight 
vigorously against the wolves, but on behalf of the sheep, not 
against the sheep. And this yon may do by inveighing 
against the laws and lawgivers, and yet at the same time 
observing these laws with the weak, lest they he offended ; 
until they shall themselves recognise the tyranny as such, and 
stand their own liberty. If you wish to use your libertyj 
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do it secretly, as Paul eaya : " Haat thou faith ? have it to thy- 
self before God." (Kom. xiv. '/.2.) But take caro not to use 
it in the presence of the weak. On the other hand, in the 
presence of tyrants and obstinate oppoaers, use yonr liberty in 
their despite, and with the utmost pertinacity, that they too 
may understand that they themselves are tyrants, and their 
laws useless for Jnatification; nay, that they had lio right to 
establish such laws. 

Since, then, we cannot live in this world without ceremonies 
and works ; since the hot and inexperienced period of youth has 
need of being restrained and protected by such bonds ; and 
since everyone is bound to keep under his own body by 
attention to these things; therefore the minister of Christ 
must be prudent and faithful in so ruling and teaching the 
people of Christ in all these matters that no root of bitterness 
may spring up among them, and so many be defiled, as Paul 
warned the Hebrews ; that is, that they may not lose the faith, 
and begin to be defiled by a belief in works, as the moans of 
justification. This is a thing which easily happens, and defiles 
very many, unless faith be constantly inculcated along with 
works. It is impossible to avoid this evil, when faith is passed 
over in silence, and only the ordinances of men are taught, as 
has been done hitherto by the pestilent, impious, and soul- 
destroying traditions of our pontiffs, and opinions of our theo- 
logians. An infinite number of souls have been drawn down to 
hell by these snares, so that you may recognise the work of 
Antichrist, 

In brief, as poverty is imperilled amid riches, honesty amid 
business, humility amid honours, abstinence amid feasting, 
parity amid pleasures, so is justification by faith imperilled 
among ceremonies. Solomon says: "Can a man take fire in 
his bosom, and his clothes not be burned ? " (Prov. vi. 27.) And 
yet, as we must live among riches, business, honours, pleasures, 
feastinga, ao must we among ceremonies, that is, among perils. 
Just as infant boys have the greatest need of being cherished 
in the bosoms and by the care of girls, that they may not die ; 
and yet, when they are grown, there is peril to their salvation 
in living among girls ; so inexperienced and fervid young men 
require to be kept in and restrained by the barriers of cere- 
monies, even were they of iron, lest their wenk mind should 
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rush headlong into vice. And yet it would be death to them 
to perseyere in believing that they can be justified by these 
things. They mnst rather be taught that they have been thus 
imprisoned, not with the purpose of their being justified or 
gaining merit in this way, but in order that they might avoid 
wrong doing, and be more easily instructed in that righteous- 
ness which is by faith ; a thing which the headlong character 
of youth would not bear, unless it were put under restraint. 

Hence in the Christian life ceremonies are to be no other- 
wise looked upon than builders and workmen look upon those 
preparations for building or working which are not made with 
any view of being permanent or anything in themselves, but only 
because without them there could be no building and no work. 
When the structure is completed, they are laid aside. Here 
you see that we do not contemn these preparations, but set 
the highest value on them ; a belief in them we do contemn, 
because no one thinks that they constitute a real and permanent 
structure. If any one were so manifestly out of his senses 
as to have no other object in life but that of setting up 
these preparations with all possible expense, diligence, and 
perseverance, while he never thought of the structure itself, 
but pleased himself and made his boast of these useless prepa- 
rations and props; should we not all pity his madness, and 
think that, at the cost thus thrown away, some great building 
might have been raised ? 

Thus too we do not contemn works and ceremonies ; nay, we 
set the highest value on them ; but we contemn the belief in 
works, which no one should consider to constitute true right- 
eousness ; as do those hypocrites who employ and throw away 
their whole life in the pursuit of works, and yet never attain 
to that for the sake of which the works are done. As the 
Apostle says, they are " over learning, and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth." (2 Tim. iii. 7). They appear 
to wish to build, they make preparations, and yet they never 
do build ; and thus they continue in a sbow of godliness, but 
never attain to its power. 

Meanwhile they please themselves with this zealous pursuit, 
and even dare to judge all others, whom they do not see adorned 
with such a glittering display of works ; while, if they had been 
imbued with faith, they might have done great things for their 
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own and others* smlTatioii, at tW mmf «q64 mlddi dicy w>v 
waste in abuse of the gifts of Gc^ Bi:! somi^ kvwtt naisr^ 
and natural reason, as thej eaD it. ai« BateraDr m|»evsQi»««3^ 
and quick to beliere that jvstifieatkm ca& K^ attaoi^ Vr aaj 
laws or works proposed to theai; and sEnce uovr^ is alio 
exercised and confirmed in the saae lirv ly tiie pcactioe «£ all 
earthly lawgivers, she can nena, c£ her <nm |Kip««r« &w hcndf 
from this bondage to works, and eoaae to a neoircitioii ef &e 
liberty of faith. 

We have therefore need to pray that God wxD lead vs, a^d 
make us taught of God, that is, ready to leam fron God ; a^d 
will Himself, as He has promised, write His law in ovr hearts ; 
otherwise there is no hope for us. For unkas He himself tetek 
ns inwardly this wisdom hidden in . »T«aT. »««« aimct ht 
condemn it and judge it to be heretaeaL She takes ofioDee at 
it and it seems folly to her ; just as we see that it happened of 
old in the case of the prophets and apostles ; and just as Uind 
and impious pontiffs, with thor fiattoen, do now in my ease 
and that of those who are like me; iqwu whom, together with 
ourselves, may God at length have mercy, and Uft up the 
light of His countenance upon them, tiiat we may know ffia 
way upon earth and His saving health amcmg all natiomij Who 
is blessed for evermore. Amen. In the vear of the Lord 
MDXX. 
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THE BABTLOSISH CiPTITlTT OF THE CHURCE 



Martin Lntber. of the Order of St. ABgosUne, sklntes his 
friend Hermann Tnlieluns. 

Wbetiier I will or not, I mm oompeQed to beooow man 

learned day by day, since so many great masters ria with each 
otiiet in urging me on and giving me practice. I wrote aboat 
indulgences two years ago, bnt now I extremely regret baring 
published that book. At that time I w»s still inrolred in a 
great and superstitions respect for the trraQny of Borne, which 
led me to judge that indnJgencea were not to be totally 
rejected, soeinji; them, as I did, to be approved by so general a 
consent among men. And no wonder, for at that time it was I 
alone who was rolling this stone. Afterwards, however, with the 
kind aid of Sylvester and the friars, who supported indnlgenoes 
so strennonsly, I perceived that they were nothing bat mere 
impostnres of the flatterers of Rome, whereby to make away with 
the fftith of God and the money of men. And I wish I conld 
prevail npon the boohBellers, and persnade all who have read 
them, to burn the whole of my writings on indnlgeuces, and in 
place of all I have written about them to adopt this proposition : 
Indulgoucoa are wicked devices of the flatterers of Rome. 

After this, Eccins and Emser, with their fellow-conapiratore, 
began to instruct me concerning the primacy of the Pope. 
Here too, not to be ungrateful to such learned men, I must 
confess that their works helped me on greatly ; for, while I 
had denied that the Papacy had any divine right, I still 
admitted that it had a human right, Bnt after hearing and 
reading the super-sobtle subtleties of those coxcombs, by which 
thay 80 ingeniously set up thoir idol — my mind being not 
entirely unteachable in such matters — I now know and am Huro 
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that the Papacy is the kingdom of Babylon, and the power of 
Nimrod the mighty hunter. Here moreover, that all may go 
prosperously with my friends, I entreat the booksellers, and 
entreat my readers, to burn all that I have published on this 
subject, and to hold to the following proposition : 

The Papacy is the mighty hunting of the Bishop of Home. 

This is proved from the reasonings of Eccius, of Emser, and 
of the Leipzig lecturer on the Bible. 

At the present time they are playing at schooling me con- 
cerning communion in both kinds, and some other subjects of 
the greatest importance. I must take pains not to listen in 
vain to these philosophical guides of mine. A certain Italian 
friar of Cremona has written a " Kevocation of Martin Luther to 
the Holy See " — that is to say, not that I revoke, as the words 
imply, but that he revokes me. This is the sort of Latin that 
the Italians nowadays are beginning to write. Another friar, 
a German of Leipzig, Lecturer, as you know, on the whole 
canon of the Bible, has written against me concerning the 
Sacrament in both kinds, and is about, as I hear, to do still 
greater and wonderful wonders. The Italian indeed has 
cautiously concealed his name; perhaps alarmed by the 
examples of Cajetan and Sylvester. The man of Leipzig, 
however, as befits a vigorous and fierce German, has set forth 
in a number of verses on his title-page, his name, his life, his 
sanctity, his learning, his office, his glory, his honour, almost 
his very shoe-lasts. From him no doubt I shall learn not a 
little, since he writes a letter of dedication to the very Son 
of God ; so familiar are these saints with Christ, who reigns in 
heaven. In short, three magpies seem'to be addressing me, one, 
a Latin one, well ; another, a Greek one, still better ; the third, 
a Hebrew one, best of all. What do you think I have to do 
now, my dear Hermann, but to prick up my ears ? The matter 
is handled at Leipzig by the Observants of the Holy Cross. 

Hitherto I have foolishly thought that it would be an 
excellent thing, if it were determined by a General Council, that 
both kinds in the Sacrament should be administered to the 
laity. To correct this opinion, this more than most learned 
friar says that it was neither commanded nor decreed, whether 
by Christ or by the Apostles, that both kinds should be 
administered to the laity ; and that it has therefore been left 




to the judgmeut of the Chnrch, which wo are bouml to obey, 
what ghualil be done or left nndone on thia point. Thus 
speaks ho. Too ask, perhaps, what craze has poBsesBion of the 
man, or against whom he is writing ; since I did not condemn 
the use of one kind, and did leave it to the judgment of the 
Church to ordain the nse of both kinds. And this he himself 
endeavours to assert, with the object of combating me by this 
very argument. I reply, that this kind of argumont is a 
familiar one with all who write against Lntbor j namely, either 
to assert the very thing which they attack, or to set np a 
figment tbut they may attack it. Thns did Sylvester, Ecoius, 
Emser, the men of Cologne too, and those of Lonvain. If thia 
friar had gone back from their spirit, he would not have 
written against Luther. 

A greater piece of good fortune, however, has befallen this 
mnn than any of the others. Whereas he intended to prove 
that the nse of one kind had neither been commanded nor 
decreed, bat left to the decision of the Church, he brings 
forward Scriptures to prove that, by the command of Christ, 
the nse of one kind was ordained for the laity. Thus it is 
trne, according to this new interpreter of Scripture, that the 
nse of one kind was not commanded, and at the same time was 
commanded, by Christ. Tou know how specially those logicians 
of Leipzig employ this new kind of argument. Does not 
Smser also, after having professed in his former book to 
epenk fairly about me, and after having been convicted by me 
of the foulest envy and of base falsehoods, confess, when 
tibont to confute me in his later book, that both were trne. and 
that he had written of me in both an unfair and a fair spirit ? 
A good man indeed, as yon know ! 

But listen to our specious advocate of one species, in whose 
mind the decision of the Chnrch and the command of Christ 
are the same thing ; and again the command of Christ and the 
Bbsence of his command are the same thing. With what 
dexterity be proves that only one kind should be granted to 
the laity, by the command of Christ, that is, by the decision of 
the Church 1 He marks it with capital letters in this way, 
" AN INFALLIBLE FOUNDATION." Nest he handles with 
incredible wisdom the sixth chapter of the Gospel of St, John, 
in which Christ speaks of the bread of heaven aai \.W\ixb^iil 
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life, which is Himself. These words this most learned man not 
only misapplies to the Sacrament of the Altar, but goes fSarther, 
and, because Christ said : '^ I am the liying bread/' and not : 
" I am the living cnp," he concludes that in that passage the 
sacrament in only one kind was appointed for the laity. Bnt 
the words that follow : " My flesh is meat indeed, and my 
blood is drink indeed ; " and again, ^' Unless ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink his blood " — since it was evident to 
this friar's brains that they tell irrefutably in favour of 
reception in both kinds, and against that in one kind — he 
evades very happily and learnedly in this way : " That Christ 
meant nothing else by these words, than that he who should 
receive one kind, should receive under this both the body and 
the blood." This he lays down as his infallible foundation of a 
structure so worthy of holy and heavenly reverence. 

Learn now, along with me, from this man, that in the sixth 
chapter of St. John Christ commands reception in one kind, 
but in such a manner that this commanding means leaving the 
matter to the decision of the Church ; and further, that Christ 
in the same chapter speaks of the laity only, not of the 
presbyters. For to us this living bread from heaven, that is, 
the sacrament in one kind, does not belong, but^ perchance the 
bread of death from hell. Now what is to be done with the 
deacons and sub- deacons? As they are neither laymen nor 
priests, they ought, on this distinguished authority, to use 
neither one nor both kinds. You understand, my dear 
Tulichius, this new and observant manner of handling Scripture. 
But you must also learn this, that Christ, in the sixth chapter 
of St. John, is speaking of the sacrament of the Eucharist ; 
though He Himself teaches us that He is speaking of faith in 
the incarnate word, by saying : " This is the work of God, that 
ye believe in him whom He hath sent." But this Leipzig 
professor of the Bible must be permitted to prove whatever he 
pleases out of any passage of Scripture he pleases. For he is 
an Anaxagorean, nay, an Aristotelian theologian, to whom 
names and words when transposed mean the same things and 
everything. Throughout his whole book he so fits together 
the testimonies of Scripture, that, if he wishes to prove that 
Christ is in the sacrament, he ventures to begin thus : " The 
Lesson of the book of the Kevelation of the blessed John." And 
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as BoiUblr u tkis wwU te mii, m tmttify ^ms b «fr 
ererytbing, uid thtabiililBe ■ vin aa^to aim ks sniiCB 
by the nombef of paoi^H W Inp tat^mL 

I pass 0TeTtberat,tk>tIaii7Mt^^feiUI«nvifc A* 
dregs of this mmt iAmwi tea. ImI^ k» aUHM Ant 
(1 Cor. xiJ. who »]m ^t W hd Morivad few O* Uri 
and bad deUrend to &t OiiTilfciMii da vn Mk «r At 
bread and of tha em^ HvB *9B% iB cwj^MC i^^a^ 
advoi-ate of ooe ipeeiH k^i&a tW Sv^Ahw atenk)}; ■■! 
teocbee that ia tkftt fi—fr ttmi fimUlll ail "AArcni" 
—the use of both kiai*. Da y Mfc W» W |iwut it? OM 
of his own heid, » n t^ a" af Ac axfli il jlilrf J*^; 
for it does not beetMK this WIm m to gnc • vnaM Ik vhal 
be says, since be ts eae of Amt ■mham jmA lad * 
come from their own naamm. Her* thia w« 
the Apostle in that |MHiaj,n £i wM wnto to Ac i 
of Corinth, bat only to the bity, ami that thentec ht gn» mT 
pennission to the priests, bat that Oa; wve Je fai wd tt tha 
whole sacrament ; and next, that, Vf a aew rak td gBHaMr, 
" I have received from the Lord " Mwat the Hoaa thi^ aa "It 
has been permitted by the lAd;~ aad^IUmcad tojaa'ihe 
same thing aa " I permitted to yoo." I beg y«K a^edaUj to 
note this. For it follows Emee that not only the Cfavth, bat 
every worthless fellow anywhere wiQ be at iilcrty, ander the 
teaching of thia master, to torn into penaianMU the whole 
body of the commandments, iosbtntio&s, and oidiaaiiees of 
Christ and the Apostles. 

I see that this man is possessed by an angel of Satan, and 
that those who act in collosion with him are seeking to obtain 
a name in the world throogh me, as being worthy to contend 
with Luther. But this hope of theirs shall be disappointed, 
and, in my contempt for them, I shall leare them for ever 
tinnamed, and shall content myself with this one answer to the 
whole of their books. If they are worthy that Christ shonld 
bring them hack to a eoond mind, I pray him to do so in his 
mercy. If they are not worthy of this, then I pray that they 
may never cease to write such hooks, and that the enemies of 
the troth may not be permitted to read any others. It is a 
common and true saying : " Thia I know for certain, that if I 
ijght with tilth, whether I con(^U6r oi tua cuu^Uj^ad^ L 
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am sure to be defiled." In the next place, as I see that they 
have plenty of leisure and of paper, I will take care that 
they shall have abundant matter for writing, and will keep in 
advance of them, so that while they, in the boastfulnees of 
victory, are triumphing over some one heresy of mine, as it 
seems to them, I shall meanwhile be setting up a new one. 
For I too am desirous that these illustrious leaders in war 
should be adorned with many titles of honour. And so, while 
they are murmuring that I approve of communion in both 
kinds, and are most successfully engaged on this very important 
subject, so worthy of themselves, I shall go farther, and shaU 
now endeavour to show that all who deny to the laity com-* 
munion in both kinds are acting impiously. To do this the 
more conveniently, I shall make a first essay on the bondage of 
the Church of Borne ; with the intention of saying very much 
more in its own proper time, when those most learned papists 
shall have got the better of this book. 

This, moreover, I do in order that no pious reader who may 
meet with my book may be disgusted at the dross I have 
handled, and have reason to complain that he finds nothing 
to read which can cultivate or instruct his mind, or at least 
give occasion for instructive reflection. You know how dis- 
satisfied my friends are that I should occupy myself with the 
paltry twistings of these men. They say that the very 
reading of their books is an ample confutation of them, but 
that from me they look for better things, which Satan is 
trying to hinder by means of these men. I have determined 
to follow the advice of my friends, and to leave the business of 
wrangling and inveighiug to those hornets. 

Of the Italian friar of Cremona I shall say nothing. He is a 
simple and unlearned man, who is endeavouring to bring me 
back by some thongs of rhetoric to the Holy See, from which I 
am not conscious of having ever withdrawn, nor has any one 
proved that I have. His principal argument in some ridiculous 
passages is, that I ought to be moved for the sake of my 
profession, and of the transfer of the imperial power to the 
Germans. He seems indeed altogether to have meant not so 
much to urge my return as to write the praises of the French 
and of the Boman pontiff, and he must be allowed to testify 
his obsequiousness to them by this little work, such as it is. 
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He neither deserres to be Ituidled severely, sbce he Actes not 
seem to be actuated by any malice, nor to be learnedly (?onfttted, 
Bince through pure ignorance and iaexperience he trifles with 
the whole snbject. 

To begin. I most deny that there are seven SacrameDts, 
and must lay it down, for the time being, that there are only 
three, baptism, penance, and the bread, and that by the Court 
of Kome all these have been brought into miserable bondage, 
and theChnrch despoiled of all her liberty. And yet, if I were 
to. speak according to the usage of Scripture, I shonld bold that 
there was only one sacrfimeot, and tbree sacramental signs. 1 
shall speak on this point more at length at the proper time ; 
bnt now I speak of the sacrament of the bread, the first of all 
sacraments. 

I shall say then what advance I have made as the resnlt of 
my meditations in the ministry of this sacrament. For at the 
time when I pnblished a disconrse on the Eacharist I was still 
involved in the common custom, and did not trouble myself 
either about the rightful or the wrongful power of the Pope. 
But now that I have been called forth and become practised in 
argument, nay, have been dragged by force into this arena, I 
shall speak out freely what I think. Let all the papists laugh 
or lament against me alone. 

In the first plac«, the sixth chapter of John must be set 
aside altogether, as not saying a single syllable about tha 
sacrament; not only becanse the sacrament had not yet been 
instituted, hut much mure because the very sequence of the 
discourse and of its statements shows clearly that Christ was 
speaking — as I have said before — of faith in the incarnate 
Word. For He says: "My words, they are spirit and they are 
life ; " showing that He was speaking of that spiritual eating, 
wherewith he who eats, lives; while the Jews nnderstood 
Him to speak of a carnal eating, and therefore raised a dispute. 
But no eating gives life, except the eating of faith, for this is 
the really spiritual and living eating; as Augustine says; 
" Why dost thou get ready thy stomach and thy teeth ? 
Believe, and thou hast eaten," A sacramental eating does not 
give life, for many eat unworthily, so that Christ cannot be 
understood to have spoken of the sacrament in this passage. 

Thete ue oeitainly eome who have misa^^lied iSntsfn <«a\^ 
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to the sacrament, as did the writer of the decretals some time 
ago, and many others. It is one thing, however, to misapply 
the Scriptures, and another to take them in their legitimate 
sense ; otherwise, when Christ says : '^ Except ye eat my flesh, 
and drink my blood, ye have no life in you," He would be 
condemning all infants, all the sick, all the absent, and aU 
who were hindered in whatever manner from a sacramental 
eating, however eminent their faith, if in these words He had 
meant to enjoin a sacramental eating. Thus Augustine, in his 
second book against Julianus, proves from Innocentius that 
even infants, without receiving the sacrament, eat the flesh 
and drink the blood of Christ ; that is, partake in the same 
faith as the Church. Let this then be considered as settled, 
that the sixth chapter of John has nothing to do with the 
matter. For which reason I have written elsewhere that the 
Bohemians could not rightfully depend upon this passage in 
their defence of reception in both kinds. 



CONCEENING THE LOED'S SUPPEE 

There are two passages which treat in the clearest manner of 
this subject, and at which we shall look, — the statements in the 
Gospels respecting the Lord's Supper, and the words of PauL 
(1 Cor. xi.) Matthew, Mark, and Luke agree that Christ 
gave the whole sacrament to all His disciples ; and that Paul 
taught both parts of it is so certain, that no one has yet been 
shameless enough to assert the contrary. Add to this, that 
according to the relation of Matthew, Christ did not say 
concerning the bread, " Eat ye all of this," but did say con- 
cerning the cup, " Drink ye all of this." Mark also does not 
say, " they all ate," but " they all drank of it." Each writer 
attaches the mark of universality to the cup, not to the bread ; 
as if the Spirit foresaw the schism that should come, and 
should forbid to some that communion in the cup which Christ 
would have common to all. How furiously would they rave 
against us, if they had found the word " all " applied to the 
bread, and not to the cup. They would leave us no way of 
escape, would clamour us down, pronounce us heretics, condemn 
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us as B(;hismatics. But wli^n ih^ woril sUnda on unr side aguoBt 
them, tliey allon tliems«W«9 to be bonod br no Uwa of lo^e, 
these men of freest will, while thej change, and change aguD, 
and throw into utter confusion even the things whidt axe 
of God. 

But anppose me to be standing on the other side and 
questioning mj lords the papists. In tlie Supper of the Lord, 
the whole sacrament, or the sacrament in both kinds, wag 
either given to the presbyters alon^ or at the same time to the 
laity. If to the presbyters alone (for thus tbey will hkve it to 
be), then it is in no wise lawful that any kind eboold be given 
to the laity ; for it onght not to be rashly given to any, to 
whom Christ did not give it at the first Institution. Other- 
wise, if we allow one of Christ's institutions to be changed, we 
make the whole body of His laws of no effect ; and any man 
may venture to say that he is boand by no law or iostitation 
of Christ. For in dealing with Scripture one special exception 
does away with any genera) statement. If on the other hand 
it was given to the laity as well, it inevitably follows, that 
reception in both kinds ought not to be denied to the laity ; 
and in denying it to them when they seek it, we act impiously, 
and contrary to the deed, example, and institution of Christ. 

I r.onfeas that I have been unable to resist this reasoning, 
and have neither read, heard of, nor discovered anything to be 
said on the other side, while the words and example of Christ 
stand unshaken, who says^not by way of permission, but of 
commandment^" Drink ye all of this." For it all are to drink 
of it, and this cannot he understood as said to the presbyters 
alone, then it is certainly an impious deed to debar the laity 
from it when they seek it, were it even an angel from heaven 
who did so. For what they say of its being left to the decision 
of the Church which kind should be administered, is said with- 
out rational ground, is alleged without authority, and is as 
easily contemned as proved ; nor can it avail against an 
adversary who opposes to ns the word and deed of Christ, and 
whose blows must therefore be returned with the word of 
Christ; and this ne have not on our side. 

If, however, either kind can be dented to the laity, then by 
the same decision of the Church a part of baptism or of 

inaoce might be taken from them^ Bince in each case the 
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reason of the matter and the power are alike. Therefore as 
the whole of baptism and the whole of absolution are to be 
granted to all the laity, so is the whole sacrament of the bread, 
if they seek it. I am much astonished, however, at their 
assertion that it is wholly unlawful, under pain of mortal sin, 
for presbyters to receive only one kind in the mass ; and this 
for no other reason than that (as they all unanimously say) the 
two kinds form one full sacrament, which ought not to be 
divided. Let them tell me, then, why it is lawful to divide it 
in the case of the laity, and why they alone should not be 
granted the entire sacrament. Do they not admit, on their 
own showing, that either both kinds ought to be granted to the 
laity, or that it is no lawful sacrament which is granted to them 
under one kind ? How can the one kind be a full sacrament 
in the case of the laity, and not a full one in the case of the 
presbyters ? Why do they vaunt the decision of the Church and 
the power of the Pope in this matter ? The words of God and 
the testimonies of truth cannot thus be done away with. 

It follows further that, if the Church can take from the 
laity the one kind, the wine, she can also take from them the 
other kind, the bread, and thus might take from the laity the 
whole Sacrament of the Altar, and deprive the institution of 
Christ of all eflfect in their case. But, I ask, by what 
authority ? If, however, she cannot take away the bread, or 
both kinds, neither can she the wine. Nor can any possible 
argument on this point be brought against an opponent, since 
the Church must necessarily have the same power in regard to 
either kind as in regard to both kinds ; if she has it not as 
regards both kinds, she has it not as regards either. I should 
like to hear what the flatterers of Bome may choose to say on 
this point. 

But what strikes me most forcibly of all, and thoroughly 
convinces me, is that saying of Christ : " This is my blood, 
which is shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins." 
Here you see most clearly that the blood is given to all for 
whose sins it is shed. Now who will dare to say that it was 
not shed for the laity ? Do you not see who it is that He 
addresses as He gives the cup ? Does He not give it to all ? 
Does He not say that it was shed for all ? " For you," He says. 
Let us grant that these are priests. " And for many," He 
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continues. TheBe cannot be priests ; and yet He says : " Drink i 
y6 all of it." I also could easily trifle on tliis point, and turn ' 
ths words of Christ into a mockery by iny words, as thai trifler 
my opponent doea. But those who rest upon the Scripturea 
in arguing against us, must be refuted by the Scripturea. 
These are the reasons which have kept me from condemning . 
the Bobemiane, who, whether they be good or htA men, | 
certainly have the words and deeds of Christ on their side, I 
white we have neither, but only that idle device of men : " 'I ha I 
Church hath thus ordered it ; " while it was not the Church, 
but the tyrants of the churches, without the consent of the 
Obnrch, that is, of the people of God, who have thus ordered it. 

Notv where, I ask, is the necessity, where is the religioug | 
obligation, where is the use, of denying to the laity reception I 
in both kinds, that ia, the visibte sign, when all men grant I 
them the reality of the sacrament without the sign? If they I 
grant the reality, which is the greater, why do they not | 
grant the sign, which is the less ? For in every sacrament the . 
sign, in so far as it ia a sign, is incomparably less than the reality 
itself. What then, I ask, should hinder the granting of the 
lesser thing, when the greater is granted; unless indeed, as it 
seems to me, this has happened by the permission of God in 
His anger, to be the occasion of a schiam in the Church; and 
to show that, haviug long ago lost the reality of the sacrament, 
we are fighting on behalf of the sign, which is the leaaer thing, 
against the reality, which is the greatest and only important 
thing ; just as some persous fight on behalf of ceremonies 
againat charity. This monstrous perversion appears to have 
begun at the same time at which we began in our folly to 
set Christian charity at nought for the sake of worldly riches, 
that God might show by this terrible proof that we think 
eigns of greater consequence than the realities themselves. 
What perversity it would be, if you were to concede that the 
faith of baptism ia granted to one seeking baptism, and yet 
deny him the sign of that very faith, namely, water. 

Last of all stand the irrefutable words of Paul, which must 
cloae every mouth (1 Cor. li.) : " I have received of the Lord 
that which also I delivered unto you." He does not say, as this 
friar falsely asserts out of his own head, " I permitted to yon," 
Nor is it true that he granted the Corinthiana reception in 
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both kinds on ftccount of the coutentigiiH among thcim, la tUH 
lirst place, as tbe text itself shows, the oontentiou was tU^M 
about the reception in both kinds, but about thei contemptuoaflH 
tiesH of the rich and the envy of the poor, as in clear frum tl|fl 
text, which says : " One is hungry and another ie dmuken," so^l 
" Ye shame them that have not." Then too he is not speakifl||^ 
of what he delivered as if it were for the first time. He does" 
not say : " I receive from the Lord and I deliver to you," bat 
" I have received and I have delivered," namely, at the 
beginning of bis preaching, long before this contention aroee, 
thus signifying that he had delivered to them the reception in 
both kiuds. This "delivering" means "enjoining," as he 
elsewhere uses the same word. Thus the smoke cloads uf 
assertion which this friar heaps together concerning per- 
mission, without Scripture, without reason, and without canse, 
go for nothing. His opponents do nut ask what his dreams 
are, hut what the judgment of Scripture is on these points ; 
and out of it he can produce not a tittle in support of his 
dream, while they can bring forward so many thunderbolts ix(,— 
defence of their belief. 

Kise np then in one body, all ye Batterers of the Pope, i 
active, defend yourselves from the charge of impiety, tyrana^ 
and treason against the Gospel, and wrongful calumniation of 
your brethren, ye who proclaim as heretics those who cannot 
approve of the mere dreams of your brains, in opposition to _ 
Bueh plain and powerful Scriptures. If either of the two a 
to he called heretics and schismatics, it is not the BohemiM 
not the Greeks, since they take their stand on the G^iepek;' 
but you Romans who are heretics and impious schismatics, yoa 
who presume upon your own figments alone, against tho 
manifest teaching of the Scriptures of God. 

But what can be more ridiculous, or more worthy of tho 
head of this friar, than to say that the Apostle wrote thus and 
^ave this permiseioa to a particular church, that of Corinth, 
but not to the universal Church ? Whence does he prove this ? 
Out of hia usual store— his own impious head. When the 
universal Church takes this epistle as addressed to itself, renda^ 
it, and follows it in every respect, why not in this part of ifrSifl 
Tf we admit that any one epistle of Paul, or one passage in »|l^H 
one epieitle, does not concern the universal Church, we 4^1 
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ftway with the whole anthority of Paul. The Oorinthians 
might say that what he taught concerning faith, IQ writing to 
the Romans, did not concern them. What could he more 
blaBphemoua or more mad than this mad idea? Far be it from 
UR to imagine that there can be one tittle in the whole of Paul, 
which the whole of the universal Charch ought not to imitate 
and keep. Not thus thought the Fatberg, nor any nntil these 
perilous times, in which Paul foretold that there should be 
blasphemers, blind and senseless men ; among whom this friar 
is one, or even the foremost. 

But let UB grant this intolerably wild assertion. If Paul 
gave permission to a particular church, then, on your own 
showing, the Qreeks and the Bohemians are acting rightly, for 
they are particular churches, and therefore it is enough that 
they are not acting against the teaching of Paul, who at least 
gives them permission. Furthermore, Paul had not power to 
permit of anything contrary to the institution of Christ. 
Therefore, on behalf of the Greeks and the Bohemians. I set up 
these sayings of Christ and of Paul against thee, Rome, and all 
thy tiatterers ; nor canst thou show Ihat power has been given 
thee to change these things by one hair's breadth ; much less to 
accuse others of heresy, because they disregard thy presump- 
tuous pretensions. It is thou who deservest to be accused of 
impiety and tyranny. 

We also read the words of Cyprian, who by himself is 
powerful enough to stand against all the Romanists, and who 
testi6e8 in his discourse concerning the lapsed in the fifth book, 
that it had been the custom in that church for both kinds to be 
administered to laymen and even to children ; yea, for the body 
of the Lord to be given into their hands ; as he shows by many 
instances. Among other things he thus reproves some of the 
people : " And because he does not immediately receive the body 
of the Lord with unclean hands, or drink the blood of the Lord 
with polluted mouth, he is angry with the priests as sacrile- 
gious." You see that he is here speaking of certain sacrilegious 
laymen, who wished to receive from the priests the body and the 
blood. Have you here, wretched flatterer, anything to gabble ? 
Say that this holy martyr, this teacher of the Church, so highly 
endowed with the apostolic spirit, was a heretic, and availed 
gj^on in his particular church ! 
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He relates in tLe same place an incident wliich had c 
cnrred in his own sight and presence, when he writes in t 
plainest terras that as deacon he had given the cup to nn infa 
girl, and when the child struggled against it, had 
poured the blood of the Lord into its mouth. We read ■ 
same thing of St. Donatus, whose broken cup how dally dot 
this wretched flatterer try to get rid of. " 1 read," 
" that the cup was broken, I do not read that tho hlood ^ 
giTen." What wonder that he who perceives in the Ho( 
Scriptures what be wills to perceive, should also read in 1 
torical narratives what he wills to read ! Bat can he i 
way at all establish the power of tho Church to decide, or c 
he thus confute heretics? But enough said on this enhjec 
for 1 did not begin this treatise in order to answer one who | 
nnworthy of an answer, but in order to lay open the truth ( 
the matter. 

I conclude, then, that to deny reception in both kinds to the 
laity is au act of impiety and tyranny, and one not in the 
power of any angel, much leas of any Pope or Council what- 
ever. Nor do I care for the Council of Constance, for, if its 
authority is to prevail, why should not also that of the Conncil 
of Basle, which decreed oa the other hand that the Bohemians 
should be allowed to receive in both kinds ? a point which was 
carried there after long discussion, as the extant annals Snd 
documents of that Council prove. This fact that ignorant 
Batterer brings forward on behalf of his own dreams, so wisely 
does he handle the whole matter. 

The first bondage, then, of this sacrament is as regards its 
substance or completeness, which the tyranny of Rome has 
wrested from us. Not that they sin against Christ, who ase 
one kind only, since Christ has not commanded the use of any. 
but has left it to the choice of each individual, saying: "This 
do ye, as oft as ye shall do it, in remembrance of me ; " but 
they sin who forbid that both kinds should be given to those 
who desire to use this freedom of choice, and the fault is not in 
the laity, but in the priests. The sacrament does not belong to 
the priests, but to all ; nor are the priests lords, but servants, 
vhose duty it is to give both kinds to those who seek them, as 
often as they seek them. If they have snatched this right from 
jhe laity, and forcibly denied it to them, they are tyrants, a 
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the laity are free from Uame, whether they go withont one or 
both kinds j for meaawhile they will be aaved by their faith, 
ttud by theif desire for a complete sacrament. So too the 
ministers themselves are bound to grant baptism and absolutioii 
' to Lim who seeks tbem ; if tliey do not grant them, the seeker 
has the full merit of his own faith, while they will be accused 
before Christ us wicked servants. Thus of old the holy Fathers 
in the desert passed many years without communicating in 
either kind of the sacrament. 

I am not, therefore, advocating the seizing by force on both 
kinds, as if we were of necessity commanded and compelled to 
receive them, but I am instructing the conscience, that every 
man way endure the tyranny of Rome, knowing that he has 
been forcibly deprived of his right in the sacrament on account 
of his sins. This only I would have, that none should justify 
the tyranny of Eome, as if she had done right in denying one 
kind to the laity, but that we should abhor it, and withhold 
our consent from it, though we may bear it, just as if we were 
in bondage with the Turk, where we should not be at liberty to 
use either kind. For this reason I have said that it would be 
a fine thing, in my opinion, if this bondage were done away 
with by the decree of a general council, and Christian liberty 
restored to us out of the hands of the tyrant of Rome ; and if 
to each man were left bis own free choice about seeking and 
using it, as it is left in the case of baptism and penance. Now, 
however, by the same tyranny, he compels one kind to be 
received year by year ; so estinct is the liberty granted us by 
Christ, and such are the deserts of our impious ingratitude. 

The other bondage of the same sacrament is a milder one, 
inasmuch as it regards the conscience, but one which it is by 
far the most perilous of all things to touch, much more to 
condemn. Here I shall be a Wickliffite, and a heretic under 
six hundred names. What then ? Since the Bishop of Eome has 
ceased to be a bishop and has become a tyrant, I fear absolutely 
none of his decrees, since I know that neither he, nor even a 
general council, has power to establish new articles of the faith. 
Formerly, when I was imbibing the scholastic theology, my 
lord the Cardinal of Cambray gave me occasion for reflection, hy 
arguing most acntely, in the fourth book of the Sentences, that 
it would be much more probable, and that fewer euperfluouB 
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miracles would have to be introduced, if real bread 
wine, and not only their ftccidents, were understood to be npon 
tliB altar, urilesB the Chnrch had determined the contrary. 
Al'terwardB. when I saw what the church was, which had thna 
determined, namelj, the Thomietic, that ie, the Ariatotelian 
Church, I became bolder, and whereas I had been before id 
great etraits of doubt, I now at length established nay con- 
Bcience in the former opinion, namely, that there were real 
breiid and real wine, in which were the real flesh and real 
blood of Christ, in no other manner and in no less degree tbati 
the other party assert them to be under tho accidents. And 
this I did, because I saw that the opinions of the ThomistB, 
whether approved by the Pope or by a council, remained 
opinions, and did not become articles of the faith, even were an 
angel from heaven to decree otherwise. For that which ia 
asserted without the support of the Scriptures, or of on 
approved revelation, it is permitted to hold as an opinion, but 
it is not necessary to believe. Now this opinion of Thomas ia 
so vagne, and so unsupported by the Scriptures^ or by reason, 
that he seeioa to me to have known neither his philosophy nor 
his logic. For Aristotle speaks of accidents and subject very 
differently from St. Thomas ; and it seems to me that we 
ought to be sorry for eo great a man, when we see him striving, 
not only to draw bis opinions on matters of faith from Aristotle, 
but to establish them upon an authority whom he did not 
understand ; a most unfortunate structure raised on a moat 
unfortunate foundation. 

I quite consent then that whoever chooses to hold either 
opinion should do so. My only object now is to remove scruples 
of conscience, so that no man may fear being guilty of heresy, if 
he believes that real bread and real wine are present on the 
altar. Let him know that he is at liberty, without peril to bJa 
salvation, to imagine, think, or believe in either of the two 
ways, since here there is no necessity of faith. In the first 
place, I will not listen to tboee, or make the slightest account 
of them, who will cry out that this doctrine is Wickliffite, 
Hussite, heretical, and opposed to the decisions of the Church. 
None will do this but those whom I have convicted of being 
themselves in many ways heretical, in the matter of indnlg- 
enccB, of free Will and the grace of God, of good works 
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sina. eto. If Wickliff was once » heretic, they are themselves 
ton times heretics, and it is au excelleut thing to be blamed 
and accnsed by heretics and perverse sophists, since to please 
them would be the height of impiety. Besides, they can give 
no other proof of their own opinions, nor have they any other 
way of disproving the contrary ones, than by saying : " This is 
Wickliffite, Hnssite, heretical," This feeble argument, and no 
other, is always at the tip of their tongue ; and if you ask for 
Scripture authority, they say : " This is our opinion, and the 
Church has decided it thus." To such an extent do men who are 
reprobate concerning the faith, and unworthy of belief, dare to 
propose to us their own fancies, under the anthority of the 
Church, as articles of the faith. 

There is, however, very much to be said for my opinion; 
in the first place this — ^that no violence ought to be done to 
the words of God, neither by man, nor by angel, but that, as far 
as possible, they ought to be kept to their simplest meaning, 
and not to be taken, unless the circumstances manifestly 
compel us to do so, out of their grammatical and proper 
signilication. that we may not give oar adversaries any 
opportunity of evading the teaching of the whole Scriptures. 
For this reason the ideas of Origen were rightly rejected, when, 
in contempt of the plain grammatical meaning, he turned the 
trees, and all other objects described as existing in Paradise, 
into allegories; since hence it might he inferred that trees 
were not created by God. So in the present case, since the 
Evangelists write clearly that Christ took bread and blessed it, 
and since the book of Acts and the Apostle Paul also call it 
bread, real bread and real wine must be understood, jnst as the 
cup was real. For even these men do not say that the cup is 
transubstantiated. Since then it is not necessary to lay it 
down that a tranaubstantiation is effected by the operation of 
divine power, it must be held as a figment of human opinion ; 
for it rests on no support of Scripture or of reason. It is 
forcing on us a novel and absurd usage of words, to take bread as 
meaning the form or accidents of bread, and wine as the form 
or accidents of wine. Why do they not take all other things as 
forms or accidents? Even if everything else were consistent 
with this idea, it would not be lawful thus to enfeeble the word 
of God, and to deprive it so nnjnstly of its proper meaning. 
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The Church, however, kept the right faith for more than 
twelve centuries, nor did the holy Fathers ever or anjrwhere 
make mention of this transubstantiation (a portentous word and 
dream indeed), until the counterfeit Aristotelian philosophy 
began to make its inroads on the Church within these last 
three hundred years, during which many other erroneous 
conclusions have also been arrived at, such as: — that the 
Divine essence is neither generated nor generates; that the 
soul is the substantial form of the human body; and other 
like assertions, which are made absolutely without reason or 
cause, as the Cardinal of Cambray himself confesses. 

They will say, perhaps, that we shall be in peril of idolatry if 
we do not admit that bread and wine are not really there. This 
is truly ridiculous, for the laity have never learnt the subtle 
philosophical distinction between substance and accidents ; nor, 
if they were taught it, could they understand it ; and there is 
the same peril, if we keep the accidents, which they see, as in 
the case of the substance, which they do not see. For if it 
is not the accidents which they adore, but Christ concealed 
under them, why should they adore the substance, which they 
do not see ? 

But why should not Christ be able to include His body 
within the substance of bread, as well as within the accidents ? 
Fire and iron, two different substances, are so mingled in red- 
hot iron, that every part of it is both fire and iron. Why may 
not the glorious body of Christ much more be in every part of 
the substance of the bread ? 

Christ is believed to have been born of the inviolate womb 
of his mother. In this case too let them say that the flesh of 
the Virgin was for a time annihilated ; or, as they will have it 
to be more suitably expressed, transubstantiated, that Christ 
might be enwrapped in its accidents, and at length come forth 
through its accidents. The same will have to be said respecting 
the closed door and the closed entrance of the tomb, through 
both of which He entered, and went out without injury to them. 
But hence has sprung that Babylon of a philosophy concerning 
continuous quantity, distinct from substance, till things have 
come to such a point, that they themselves do not know what 
are accidents, and what is substance. For who has ever 
proved to a certainty that heat and cold, colour, light, weight, 
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and form are accidents? Lastly they hare beeu driven to 
Ipretend tbat G-od creates a new sabBtance additional to those 
icidents on the altar, on account of the saying of Ariatotle, 
that the essence of an accident is to be t'n something ; and 
ave been led to an infinity of monstrous ideas, from all of 
..hicb they wonld be free, if they simply allowed the bread on 
the altar to be I'eal bread. I rejoice greatly, tbat at least 
iamong the common people there remains a simple faith in this 
BBcrament, They neither understand nor argue whether there 
»re accidents in it or substance, hut believe with simple faith 
that the body and blood of Christ are truly contained in it, 
leaving to these men of leisure the task of arguing as to what 
it contains. 

But perhaps they will say that we are taught by Aristotle 
that we must take the subject and predicate of an affirmative 
proposition to aignify the same thing ; or, to quote the words 
of tbat monster himself in the 6th book of his Metaphysics, 
""An affirmative proposition requires the composition of the 
extremes ;" which they explain as their signifying the same 
thing. Thus in the words, " This is my body," they say tbat 
■we cannot take the subject to signify the bread, but the body 
of Christ. 

What shall we aay to this? Whereas we are making 
Aristotle and human teachings the censors of such sublime and 
divine matters, why do wo not rather cast away these curious 
enquiries ; and simply adhere to tho words of Christ, willing to 
he ignorant of what is done in this sacrament, and content 
to know that the real body of Christ is present in it by virtue 
of the words of consecration ? Is it necessary to comprehend 
altogether the manner of the Divine working? 

But what do they say to Aristotle, who applies the term 
"subject" to all the categories of accidents, although he takes 
the substance to be the first subject? Thus, in his opinion, 
" this white," " this great," " this something," are subjects, 
because something is predicated of them. If this is true, 
and if it is necessary to lay down a doctrine of tran- 
substantiation in order that it may not be asserted of the 
bread that it is the body of Christ; why, I ask, is not a 
doctrine of transaccidentation also laid down, that it may nok 
be affirmed of an accident that it is the body of Christ? Foj 
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tlie HaiuG danger remains, if wo regard " this white thii 
or " this roaud thing " as the anbject. On whatever principle 
transabBtantiatioa is tatiglit, on the same onght transst^ci- 
dentatioD to be taught, an acconnt of the two terms of the 
proposition, as is alleged, signifying the same thing. 

If, however, by a high effort of under standing, yon make 
abstraction of the accident, and refuse to regard it aa aignified 
by the subject in saying : " This ia my body," why can you not 
as easily rise above the substance of the bread, and refuse to 
let it be understood as signified by the subject ; so that " thin 
is my body " may be true in the substance no less than In the 
accident ? Especially so since this is a divine work of almighty 
power, which can operate to the same extent and in the same 
way in the substance, as it can in the accident. 

But, not to philosophize too far, does not Christ appear to hare 
met these curious enquiries in a striking manner, when He 
said concerning the wine, not, "Hoc est sanguis meus," but 
" Hie est mn^uis meuH." He speaks much more clearly still 
when He brings in the mention of the cup, saying : " This cnp 
IB the New Testament in my blood." (1 Cor, xi.) Does He 
not seem tu have meant to keep ns within the bounds of aimple 
faith, just so far as to believe that His blood is in the cup ? 
If, for my part, I cannot understand how the bread can be the 
body of Christ, 1 will bring my understanding into captivity 
to the obedience of Christ, and firmly believe, in simple adher- 
ence to His word, not only that the body of Christ is iu the 
bread, but that the bread is the body of Christ. For so shall 
I be kept safe by hie words, where it is said : " Jesus took 
bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and said, Take, eat> this 
(that is, this bread, which He had taken and broken) is my 
body." Paul also says : " The bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Christ ? " He does not say that 
the communion is in the bread, but that the bread itself is the 
communion of the body of Christ, What if philosophy does 
not understand these things ? The Holy Spirit is greater than 
Aristotle. Does it even nnderstand the transubstautiation 
which these men speak of, seeing that they themselves confess 
that all philosophy breaks down on this point? The reason 
why, in the Greek and Latin, the pronoun thU is referred to 
the body, ia that the genders are alike ; but in the Hebrew, 
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vhere there is no neutei gender, it is referred to the bread ; 
BO that we might properly say : " This (bread) is my body," 
Both the usage of langnage and common sense prove Ihiit the 
subject points to the bread, and not to the body, when He 
Bays, Hoc est corpus meum, that is, this bread is my body. 
^ As then the case is with Christ Himself, so is it also with the 
sacrament. For it is not necessary to the bodily indwelling of 
the Godhead that the bnman natare should be transubstantiated, 
that so the Godhead may he contained beneath the accidents 
of the human nature. But each nature is entire, and we can 
Bay with truth: This man is God ; this God is man. Thouuh 
philosophy does not receive this, yet faith receives it, tiud 
greater is the authority of the word of God, than the capacity 
of our intellect. Thus too in the sacrament, it is not neces- 
sary to the presence of the real body and real blood, that the 
bread and wine should be transubstantiated, so that Christ 
may be contained beneath the accidents ; but while both bread 
and wine continue there, it can be said with truth, " this bread 
is my body, this wine is my blood," and conversely. Thus 
will I understand this matter in honour of the holy words of 
God, which I will not allow to have violence done them by the 
petty reasonings of men, or to be distorted into meanings alien 
to them. I give leave, however, to others to follow the other 
opinion, which is distinctly laid down in the decretal, provided 
only (as I have said) they do not press us to accept their 
opinions as articles of faith. 

The third bondage of this same sacrament is that abuse of it 
— and by far the most impious — by which it has come about 
that at this day there ia no belief in the Church more generally 
received or more firmly held than that the mass is a good 
work and a sacrifice. This abuse has brought in an infinite 
flood of other abuses, until faith in the sacrament has been 
utterly lost, and they have made this divine sacrament a more 
subject of traffic, huckstering, and money-getting contracts. 
Hence communions, brotherhoods, sufTrages, merits, anni- 
Tersaries, memorials, and other things of that kind are bought 
and sold in the Church, and made the subjects of bargains and 
agreements ; and the entire maintenance of priests and monks 
depends upon these things. 

I am entering on an arduous task, and it may perhaps be 
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impossible to uproot an abiiBO which, streDgiKened by i 
prnctice of 80 many ages, and approved by universal consent, 
liaa fixed itself so firmly among ua, that the greater part of the 
books which have influence at the present day mnst needs be 
done away with, and almost the entire aspect of the cbnrches 
be changed, and a totally different kind of ceremonies be 
brought in, or rather, brought back. But my Christ lives, and 
wc must take heed to the word of God with greater care, than 
to all the intellects of men and angels. I will perform 
my part, will bring forth the subject into the light, and will 
impart the truth freely and ungrudgingly as I have received 
it. For the rest, let every one look to his own salvation ; I 
will strive, as in the presence of Christ my judge, that do man 
may be able to throw upon me the blame of his own unbelief 
and ignorance of the truth. 

Concerning the Sacrament of the Altar. To begin, — if wo 
wish to attain safely and prosperously to the true and free 
knowledge of this sacrament, we must take the utmost care to 
put aside all that has been added by the zeal or the notions 
of men to the primitive and simple institution; such as 
vestments, ornaments, hymns, prayers, musical instruments, 
lamps, and all the pomp of visible things; and mast turn our 
eyes and our attention only to the pure institution of Christ; 
and Bet nothing else before us but those very words of Christ. 
with which He instituted and perfected that sacrament, and 
committed it to us. In that word, and absolutely in nothing 
else, lies the whole force, nature, and substance of the mass. 
All the rest are human notions, accessory to the word of 
Christ ; and the mass can perfectly well subsist and be kept up 
without them. Now the words in which Christ instituted this 
sacrament are aa follows : — While they were at snpper Jesue 
took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave It to His 
disciples, and said : " Take, eat ; this is my body which is given 
for you." And He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it 
to them, saying : " Drink ye all of this ; this cup is the New 
Testament in my blood, which is shed for you and for many for 
the remission of sins ; do this in remembrance of me." 

These words the Apostle Paul (1 Cor. xi.) also delivers to 
us and explains at greater length. On these we must rest, and 
build ourselvcB up as on a Erm rock, unless we wish to be 
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carried about with every wind of doctrine, as we have hitherto 
been, through the impious teachings of men who pervert the 
truth. For in these words nothing has been omitted which 
pertains to the completeness, nso, and profit of this sacrament; 
and nothing laid down which it is superfluous or unnecessary 
for us to know. He who passes over these words in hia medi- 
tations or teachings concerning the mass will teach monstrous 
impieties ; as has been done by those who have made an opits 
operatum and a sacrifice of it. 

Let this then stand as a first and infallible truth, that the 
mass or Sacrament of the Altar is the testament of Christ, 
which He left behind Him at His death, distributing an inherit- 
ance to those who believe in Him, For such are His words: 
" This cup is the new testament in my blood." Let this truth, 
I say, stand as on immovable foundation, on which we shall 
erect all our arguments. You will see how we shall thus 
overthrow all the impious attacks of men on this sweetest 
eacrament. The truthful Christ, then, says with truth, that 
this is the new testament in Hia blood, shed for ua. It is not 
without cause that I urge this ; the matter ia no small one, bnt 
must be received into the depths of our minds. 

If then we enquire what a testament is, we shall also learn 
what the mass is ; what are its uses, advantages, abuses. A 
testament is certainly a promise made by a man about to die, 
by which he assigns hia inheritance and appoints heirs. Thus 
the idea of a testament implies, first, the death of the testator, 
and secondly, the promise of the inheritance, and the appoint- 
ment of an heir. In this way Paul (Rom. iv, ; Gal, iii., iv. ; 
Heb. ix.) speaks at some length of teatamenta. We alao see 
this clearly in those words of Christ. Christ testifies of His 
own death, when He says : " This is my body which ia given; 
this ia my blood which is shed." He assigns and points out 
the inheritance, when He saya : " For the remission of sins," 
And He appoints heira when He says : " For you and for 
many ; " that ia, for those who accept and believe the promise 
of the testator ; for it is faith which makes us heirs, as we 
shall see. 

You see then that the mass — as we call it^s a promise of 
the remission of sins, made to ua by God ; and such a promise 

hae been confirmed by the death of the Son of God. For a. 
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promise and a testament only differ in this, that a testament 
implies the death of the promiser. A testator is a promiser 
who is abont to die ; and a promiser is, so to speak, a testator 
who is abont to live. This testament of Christ was prefigured 
in all the promises of God from the beginning of the world ; 
yea ! whatsoever value the ancient promises had, lay in that 
new promise which was about to be made in Christ, and on 
which they depended. Hence the words, " agreement, cove- 
nant, testament of the Lord," are constantly employed in the 
Scriptures ; and by these it was implied that God was about to 
die. *' For where a testament is, there must also of necessity 
be the death of the testator." (Heb. ix. 16.) God having 
made a testament, it was necessary that He should die. Now 
He could not die, unless He became a man ; and thus in this 
one word *^ testament " the incarnation and the death of Christ 
are both comprehended. 

From all this it is now self-evident what is the use, and 
whatthe abuse, of the mass ; what is a worthy or an unworthy 
preparation for it. If the mass is a promise, as we have said, 
we can approach to it by no works, no strength, no merits^ but 
by faith alone. For where we have the word of God who 
promises, there we must have faith on the part of man who 
accepts; and it is thus clear that the beginning of our sal- 
vation is faith, depending on the word of a promising Gt)d, who, 
independently of any efforts of ours, prevents us by His free 
and undeserved mercy, and holds out to us the word of His 
promise. " He sent His word and healed them." (Ps. cvii 20.) 
He did not receive our works and so save us. First of all 
comes the word of God ; this is followed by faith, and faith by 
love, which in its turn does every good work, because it 
worketh no evil, yea, it is the fulfilling of the law. There is 
no other way in which man can meet or deal with God but by 
faith. It is not man by any works of his, but God, who by 
His own promise is the author of salvation ; so that everything 
depends, is contained, and preserved in the word of His power, 
by which He begot us, that we might be a kind of first-fruits of 
His creation. 

Thus, when Adam was to be raised up after the fall, God 
gave him a promise, saying to the serpent: "I will place 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed 
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and her seed ; she eliall bruise tliy head, and tlioa ^bnlt bruise 
her heel," In this word of promiao, Adam with his posterity 
was, aa it were, borne in the bosom of God, and preserved by 
faith in Him ; waiting patiently for the woman who should 
brnise the head of the serpent, as God had promised. In this 
faith and waiting he died; not knowing when and bow the 
promise would be accomplished, but not doubting that it would 
be accomplished. For such a promise, being the truth of God, 
preserves even in hell those who believe and wait for it. This 
promise was followed by another, made to Noah ; the bow in 
the cloud being given as a sign of the covenant, believing in 
which he and his posterity found God propitious. After this, 
God promised to Abraham that in his seed all the kindreds of 
the earth should be blessed. This is that bosom of Abraham into 
which his posterity have been received. Lastly to Moses, and 
to the children of Israel, especially to David, God gave a most 
distinct promise of Christ ; and thna at length revealed what 
had been tlie meaning of the promise made to them of 
old time. 

Thus we come to the moat perfect promise of all, that of the 
new Testament, in which life and salvation are freely promised 
in plain words, and are bestowed on those who believe the 
promise. Christ conspicuously distinguishes this testament 
from the old one, by calling it the " New Testament." The old 
testament given by Moses was a promise, not of remission of 
sins, nor of eternal bleasingB, but of temporal ones, namely, 
those of the land of Canaan ; and by it no one could be renewed 
in spirit, and fitted to receive a heavenly inheritance. Hence 
it was necessary that, as a figure of Christ, an unreasoning 
lamb should be slain, in the blood of which the same testament 
was confirmed ; thus, as is the blood, so is the testament ; as is 
the victim, so ia the promise. Now Christ says, " The new 
testament in my blood," not in another's, but in His own blood, 
by which grace is promised through the Spirit for the remission 
of sine, that we may receive the inheritance. 

The mass then, as regards its substance, is properly nothing 
else than the aforesaid words of Christ. "Take, eat," etc. He 
seems to say ;— " Behold, man, sinner and condemned as thou 
art, out of the pnre and free love with which I love thee, 
according to the will of the Father of mercies, I promise to 
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thee in these words, antecedently to any merits or prayers of 
thine, remission of all thy sing, and eternal life. That thon 
mayest be most certain of this, my irrevocahle promise, I will 
confirm it by my very death; I will give my body and shed my 
blood, and will leave both to thee, aa a sign and memorial of 
this very promise. As often as thou shalt receive them, re- 
member me ; declare and praise my love and bounty to thee ; 
and give thanks." 

From this you see that nothing else is required for a worthy 
reception of the mass than faith, resting with confidence on 
this promise, believing Christ to be truthful in these words of 
His, and not doubting that these immeasurable blessings have 
been bestowed upon na. On this faith a spontaneous and most 
sweet affection of the heart will speedily follow, by which 
the spirit of the man is enlarged and enriched ; that is, love. 
bestowed throngh the Holy Spirit on believers in Christ. Thus 
the believer is carried away to Christ, that bounteous and bene- 
ficent testator, and becomes altogether another and a new man. 
Who would not weep tears of delight, nay, almost die for joy 
in Christ, if he believed with unhesitating faith that this in- 
estimable promise of Christ belongs to him? How can 
he fail to love such a benefactor, who of His own accord offers, 
promises, and gives the greatest riches and an eternal in- 
heritance to an unworthy sinner, who has deserved very 
different treatment? 

Our one great misery is this, that while we have many masses 
in the world, few or none of us recognise, consider, or apprehend 
the rich promises set before us in them. Now in the moss (he 
one thing that demands our greatest, nay, our sole attention, is 
to keep these words and promises of Christ, which indeed 
constitute the moss itself, constantly before our eyes; that we 
should meditate on and digest them, and exercise, nourish, 
increase, and strengthen our faith in them by this daily com- 
memoration. This is what Christ commands when He says, 
" Do this in remembrance of me." It is the work of an 
evangelist faithfully to present and commend that promise 
to the people and to call forth faith in it on their part. As 
it is — to say nothing of the impious fables of those who teach 
human traditions in the place of this great promise^how many 
are there who know that the mass is a promise of ChrialT" 
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Even if they teach these words of Christ, thej do not t««ch 
them as conyeying a promise or a testament, and therefore call 
forth no faith in them. 

It is a deplorahle thing in onr present bondage, that nowa- 
days the ntmost care is taken that no layman shonld hear 
those words of Christ, as if they were too sacred to be com- 
mitted to the common people. We priests are so mad that we 
arrogate to ourselves alone the right of secretly uttering the 
words of consecration — as they are called ; and that in a way 
which is unprofitable even to ourselves, since we never look at 
them as promises or a testament for the increase of faith. 
Under the influence of some superstitious and impious notion 
we do reverence to these words instead of believing them. In 
this our misery Satan so works among us that, while he has 
left nothing of the mass to the Giurch, he yet takes care that 
every comer of the earth shall be full of masses, that is, of 
abuses and mockeries of the testament of Grod ; and that the 
world shall be more and more heavily loaded with the gravest 
sins of idolatry, to increase its greater damnation. For what 
more grievous sin of idolatry can there be, than to abuse the 
promises of Gkni by our perverse notions, and either neglect or 
extinguish all faith in them. 

God (as I have said) never has dealt, or does deal, with men 
otherwise than by the word of promise. Again, we can never 
deal with God otherwise than by faith in the word of His 
promisa He takes no heed of our works, and has no need of 
them, — though it is by these we deal with other men and with 
ourselves ; — but He does require to be esteemed by us truthful 
in His promises, and to be patiently considered as such, and 
thus worshipped in faith, hope, and love. And thus it is that 
He is glorified in us, when we receive and hold every blessing 
not by our own efforts, but from His mercy, promise, and 
gift. This is that true worship and service of God, which we 
are bound to render in the mass. But when the words of the 
promise are not delivered to us, what exercise of faith can 
there be ? And without faith who can hope ? who can love ? 
without faith, hope, and love, what service can there be ? 
There is no doubt therefore that, at the present day, the whole 
body of priests and monks, with their bishops and all their 
superiors, are idolaters, and living in a most perilous state, 
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through their ignorance, abuse, and mockery of the mass, or 
sacrament, or promise of God. 

It is easy for any one to understand that two things are 
necessary at the same time, the promise and faith. With- 
out a promise we have nothing to believe ; while without faith 
the promise is useless, since it is through faith that it is 
established and fulfilled. Whence we easily conclude that 
the mass, being nothing else than a promise, can be approached 
and partaken of by faith alone; without which whatever 
prayers, preparations, works, signs, or gestures are practised, 
are rather provocations to impiety than acts of piety. It 
constantly happens that when men have given their attention 
to all these things they imagine that they are approaching the 
altar lawfully ; and yet, in reality, could never be more unfit 
to approach it, because of the unbelief which they bring with 
them. What a number of sacrificing priests you may daily see 
everywhere, who if they have committed some trifling error, 
by unsuitable vestments, or unwashed hands, or by some 
hesitation in the prayers, are wretched, and think themselves 
guilty of an immense crime! Meanwhile, as for the mass 
itself, that is, the divine promise, they neither heed nor 
believe it; yea, are utterly unconscious of its existence. O, 
unworthy religion of our age, the most impious and ungrateful 
of all ages ! 

There is then no worthy preparation for the mass, or 
rightful use of it, except faith, by which it is believed in as a 
divine promise. Wherefore let him who is about to approach 
the altar, or to receive the sacrament, take care not to appear 
before the Lord his God empty. Now he will be empty, if he 
has not faith in the mass, or New Testament ; and what more 
grievous impiety can he commit against the truth of God than 
by this unbelief ? As far as in him lies, he makes God a liar, 
and renders His promises idle. It will be safest then to go to 
the mass in no other spirit than that in which thou wouldst 
go to hear any other promise of God ; that is, to be prepared, 
not to do many works, and bring many gifts, but to believe 
and receive all that is promised thee in that ordinance, or is 
declared to thee through the ministry of the priest as promised. 
Unless thou comest in this spirit, beware of drawing near ; for 
thou wilt surely draw near unto judgment. 
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I have rightlj said theii, ikat thte whoia Turtoe of Ike Biass 
consists in those words of Ciinst« in wkicii He testifies titat 
remission is granted to all who betieTe that His hodj is giTen 
and His blood shed for them. There is nothing then more 
necessary for those who are about to hear mass than to 
meditate earnestly and with full faith on the rery words of 
Christ ; for unless they do this^ all else is done in Tain. It is 
certainly true that God has exer been wont« in all His promises; 
to give some sign, token, or memorial of His promise ; thai it 
might be kept more faithfully and tell more strongly on men*3 
minds. Thus when He promised to Xoah that the earth 
should not be destroyed by another deluge^ He gave His bow in 
the cloudy and said that He would thus remember His eoTenanl 
To Abraham, when He promised that his seed should inherit 
the earth. He gave circumcision as a seal of the righteous- 
ness which is by faith. Thus to Gideon He gave the dry and 
the dewy fleece, to confirm His promise of victory over the 
Midianite& Thus to Ahaz He gave a sign through Isaiah, to 
confirm his faith in the promise of victory over the kings of 
Syria and Saoiaria. We read in the Scriptures of many such 
signs of the promises of God. 

So too in the mass, that first of all promises. He gave a 
sign in memory of so great a promise, namely, His own body 
and His own blood in the bread and wine, saying, '' Do this in 
remembrance of me." Thus in baptism He adds to the words 
of the promise the sign of immersion in water. Whence we 
see that in every promise of God two things are set before us, 
the word and the sign. The word we are to understand as 
being the testament, and the sign as being tne sacrament; 
thus, in the mass, the word of Christ is the testament, the 
bread and wine are the sacrament. And as there is greater 
power in the word than in the sign, so is there greater power 
in the testament than in the sacrament. A man can have and 
use the word or testament without the sign or sacrament. 
" Believe," saith Augustine, " and thou hast eaten ; " but in 
what do we believe except in the word of Him who promises ? 
Thus I can have the mass daily, nay hourly ; since, as often as 
I will, I can set before myself the words of Christ, and nourish 
and strengthen my faith in them ; and this is in very truth 
the spiritual eating and drinking. 
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Here we see how much the theologians of the Sentences have 
done for as in this mutter. In the fir^t place, not one of tlieni 
handles that which is the sum and substance of the whole. 
namely, the testament and word of promise ; and thns they do 
away with faith and the whole virtne of the mass. In the 
next place, the other part of it, namely, the sign or sacrament, 
is all that they deal with ; hut they do not teach faith even in 
this, hat their own preparations, opera Ojierata, participations 
and fruits of the mass. At length they have reached the very 
depth of error, and have involved themselves in an infinity of 
metaphysical triflings concerning transuhstantiatJon and other 
points ; so that they have done away with all faith, and with 
the knowledge and t^ue use as well of the testament as of the 
sacrament ; and have caused the people of Christ — aa the 
prophet says — to forget their God for many days. But do 
thon leave others to recount the various fruits of hearing mass, 
and apply thy mind to saying and believing with the prophet, 
that God has prepared a table before thee in the presence of 
thino enemies— a table at which thy faith may feed and grow 
Btrcng. Now it is only on the word of the divine promise that 
thy faith can feed ; for man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. (Matt, 
iv. 4.) Wherefore, in the mass, thou must look above all 
things most closely to the word of promise aa to a most 
Bumptuous bancjuet, full of every kind of food and holy 
nourishment for thy soul; this thou must esteem above nil 
things; in this thou mast place all thy trust, and cleave firmly 
to it, even in the midst of death and all thy sins. If thou dost 
this, thou wilt possess not only those drops as it were and 
littlenesses of the fruits of the mass, which some have super- 
stitiously invented, but the main fount of life itself, namely, 
that faith in the word from which every good thing flows ; aa 
Christ said, "He that believeth on me, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water." (John vii. 3S) ; and again, " Whi 
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall nei 
thirst ; but the water that I shall give him, shall be in him 
well of water springing up into everlasting life." (John iv. 14.) 

There are two dillicnlties which are wont to beset us, and 
prevent our receiving the benefits of the mass. Ihe one is, 
that we are sinners and unworthy, from our utter vileness, jl 
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snch great blessings. The other ia^eren if we were worthy — 
ibe very greatnesa of the blessiugs themaelTes, which are such 
that weak nature cannot dare to eeet or hope for them. Who 
wonJd not be struck in the first place with amazement rather 
than with the desire for the remission of sins and eternal life, 
if he rightly estimates the greatnesa of the blessings which 
come through these— namely, the having God as his Father, and 
being a child of God, and heir of all good things? To meet 
this double weakness of nature, thou must take hold of the 
word of Cbriat, and fix thine eyes mach more strongly on it, 
than on these cogitations of thine own infirmity. For the 
works of the Lord are great, and He is mighty to give, beyond 
all that we can seek or comprehend. Indeed, unless His works 
surpassed our worthiness, our capacity, our whole comprehen- 
sion, they would not be divine. Thus too Christ encourages us, 
Baying: "Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom." (Luke sii. 32.) This 
incomprehensible exuberance of God's mercy, poured out on us 
through Christ, makes ua, in our turn, to love Him above all 
things, to cast ourselves upon Him with the most perfect trust, 
to despise all things, and be ready to 8ufi"er all things for 
Him. Hence this aacrament haa been rightly called the 
fountain of love. 

Here we may draw an example from human aEfairs. If some 
very rich lord wore to bequeath a thousand pieces of gold to 
any beggar, or even to an unworthy and bad servant, such a 
one would certainly demand and receive them confidently, 
without regard either to his own unworthiness or to the 
greatness of the legacy. If any one were to set these before 
him as objections, what do you think he would reply ? He 
would certainly answer: "What is that to yon? It is not 
by my deserving, nor by any right of my own, that I receive 
what I do receive. I know that I am unworthy of it, and that 
I am receiving much more than I deserve ; nay, I have 
deserved the very contrary. But what I claim, I claim by 
right of a testament, and of the goodness of another ; if it was 
not an unworthy act to leave such a legacy to me who am so 
unworthy, why should my unworthiness make me hesitate to 
accept it? Nay, the more unworthy I am, the more readily 
do I embrace this free favour from another." With such 
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rettsonings we must arm our ono consciences against all their 
Bcruplea and anxieties, that we may bold tbia promise of Christ 
with Qnhesitating faith. We must give the ntmost heed not 
to approach in any confideDce in our own confeseions, prayers, 
and preparations ; we must despair of all these and come in a 
lofty confidence in the promise of Christ— since it is the word 
of promise which aloue must reign here — and in pure faith, 
which is the one and sole sufficient preparation. 

We see from all this, how great the wrath of God has been 
which has permitted our impious teachers to conceal from qb 
the words of this testament, and thus, as far as in them lay, to 
extinguish faith itself. It is self-evident what mast ueeessftrily 
follow this extinction of faith, namely, the most impious super- 
stitions about works. For when faith perishes and the word 
of faith is silent, then straightway works, and traditions of 
works, rise up in its place. By these we haye been removed 
from our own land, as into bondage at Babylon, and all that 
was dear to us has been taken from us, Even thus it has 
befallen ne with the mass, which, through the teaching of 
wicked men, has been changed into a good work, which they 
call opua operaluiii, and by which they imagine that they are 
uU powerful with God. Hence they have gone to the extri 
of madness ; and, having first falsely affirmed that the 
is of avail through the force of the opug ojjerutum, tliey 
gone on to say, that even if it be hurtful to bim who offers 
it impiously, yet it is none the less usaful to others. On this 
basis they bare eetablished their applications, participations, 
fraternities, anniversaries, and an infinity of lucrative ftnd 
gainful business of that kind. 

You will scarcely be able to stand against these errors, many 
and strong as they are, and deeply as they have penetrated, 
unless you fix what has been said firmly in your memory, and 
give the most stedfast heed to tlie trne nature of the uasd. 
You have heard that the mass is nothing else than the diviLu 
promise or testament of Christ, commended to us by the 
Hgcrament of His body and blood, If this is true, you will see 
that it cannot in any way be a itvrk, nor can any work he per- 
formed in it, nor can it be bandied in any way but by faith 
alone. Now faJtb is nut a work, but the mistress and life of bU 
works. In thore any man so senseless as to call a promise Jm 
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has received, or a legacy that has been bestowed on him, a good 
work done on his part towards the testator ? What heir is 
there, who thinks that he is doing a service to his father when 
he receives the testamentary documents along with the inheri- 
t-ance bequeathed to him ? Whence then this impions rash- 
ness of onrs, that we come to receive the testament of God as 
if we were doing a good work towards Him? Is not such 
ignorance of that testament, and such a state of bondage of 
that great sacrament, a grief beyond all tears ? Where we 
ought to be grateful for blessings bestowed on us, we come in 
our pride to give what we ought to receive, and make a 
mockery, with unheard-of perversity, of the mercy of the Giver. 
We give to Him as a work of ours what we receive as a gift 
from Him ; and we thus make the testator no longer the 
bestower of His good gifts on us, but the receiver of ours. 
Alas for such impiety ! 

Who has ever been so senseless as to consider baptism a 
good work ? What candidate for baptism has ever believed he 
was doing a work which he might ofier to God on behalf of 
himself and others ? If then in one sacrament and testament 
there is no good work communicable to others, neither can 
there be any in the mass, which is itself nothing but a testa- 
ment and a sacrament. Hence it is a manifest and impious 
error, to offer or apply the mass for sins, for satisfactions, for 
the dead, or for any necessities of our own or of others. The 
evident truth of this statement you will easily understand, if 
you keep closely to the fact, that the mass is a divine promise, 
which can profit no one, be applied to no one, be communicated 
to no one, except to the believer himself; and that solely by 
his own faith. Who can possibly receive or apply for another 
a promise of God, which requires faith on the part of each 
individual ? Can I give another man the promise of God, if he 
does not believe it ? or can I believe for another man ? or can 
I make another believe ? Yet all this I must be able to do if I 
can apply and communicate the mass to others ; for there are 
in the mass only these two things, God's promise, and man's 
faith which receives that promise. If I can do all this, I can 
also hear and believe the gospel on behalf of other men, I can 
be baptized for another man, I can be absolved from sin for 
another man, I can partake of the Sacrament of the Altar 
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for ftnotber man; nay, to go through the whole list of Iheir 
sacraiuenta, I can also marry for another maa, be ordained 
priest for another man, be confirmed for another man, receiTo 
extreme nnction for another man. 

Why did not Abraham believe on behalf of all the Jews? 
Why was every individnal Jew required to exercise faith in the 
same promise which Abraham believed ? Let ue keep to this 
impregnable truth: — where there is a divine promise, there 
every man stands for himself; individual faith is required; 
every man shall give acconnfc for himself, and shall bear his 
own burdens ; aa Christ says : " He that believeth and ia 
baptized shall he saved ; but he that believeth not shall be 
damned." (Mark xvi. Ifl.) Thus every man can make the 
mass nseful only to himself, by his own faith, and can by no 
means communicate it to others; just as a priest cannot 
administer a sacrament to any man on behalf of another, but 
administers the same sacrament to each individual separately. 
The priests in their work of consecration and administration 
act as ministers for us ; not that we offer up any good work 
through them, or communicate actively ; hut by their means we 
receive the promise and its sign, and communicate passively. 
This idea continues among the laity ; for they are not said 
to do a good work, but to receive a gift. But the_ priests 
have gone after their own impieties and have made it a good 
work that they communicate and make an offering out of the 
sacrament and testament of God, whereas they ought to have 
received it as a good gift. 

But you will say ; " What ? will you ever overthrow the 
practices and opinions which, for so many centuries, have 
rooted themselves in all the churches and monasteries ; and all 
that superstructure of anniversaries, suffrages, applications, 
and communications, which they have established upon the 
mass, and from which they have drawn the amplest revenues ? " 
I reply: It is this which has compelled me to write concerning 
the bondage of the Church. Fov the venerable testament of 
God has been brought into a profane servitude to gain, 
through the opinions and traditions of impious men, who have 
passed over the Word of God, and have set before us the 
imaginations of their own hearts, and thus have led the world 
astray. What have I to do with the number or the grei 
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of those who are in error ? Truth ib stronger titan ftll. If 
jTou can deny that Chrlet teaches that the mass is a testament 
and a sacrament, I am reiuly to justify those men. Again, if 
you can say that the man who receives the benefit of a 
testament, or who uses for this purpose the sacrament of 
promise, is doing a good ■work, I am ready and willing to 
condemn all that I have said. But since neither is possible, 
why hesitate to despise the crowd which hastens to do evil, 
whilst yon give glory to God and confess His truth, namely, 
that all priests are perversely mistaken, who look on the mass 
iia a work by which they may aid their own necessities, or 
those of others, whether dead or alive ? My statements, I 
know, are unheard of and astounding. But if you look into 
the true nature of the mass, you will see that I speak the 
truth. These errors have proceeded from that over-seen rity, 
which has kept us from perceiving that the wrath of God was 
coming upon as. 

This I readily admit, that the prayers which we ponr forth 
in the presence of God, when we meet to partake of the mass, 
are good worts or benefits, which we mutually impart, apply, 
and communicate, and offer up for one another; as the Apostle 
•Tames teaches us to pray for one another that we may be 
saved. Paul also exhorts that supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all meu ; for kings, 
and for all that are in authority. (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.) These 
things are not the mass, but works of the mass ; — if, indeed, we 
can call the prayers of our hearts and our lips works — because 
they spring from the existence and growth of faith in the 
sacrament. The mass or promise of God is not completed by 
our prayers, but only by our faith; and in faith we pray and 
do other good works. But what priest sacrifices with the 
intention and idea of only offering up prayers? They all 
imagine that they are offering Christ himself to God the 
Father as an all-snfficient Tictim ; and that they are doing a 
good work on behalf of all men, who, as they allege, will profit 
by it. They trust in the opiis operatunt, and do not attribute 
the effect to prayer. Thus, by a gradual growth of error, they 
attribute to the sacrament the benefit which springs from 
prayer ; and they ofler to God what they onght to receive as 
a gift from Him. 
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We must therefore make a clear distinction between the 
testament and sacrament itself, and the prayers which we offer 
at the same time. And not only so, but we must understand 
that those prayers are of no value at all, either to him who 
offers them, or to those for whom they are offered, unless the 
testament has been first received by faith, so that the prayer 
may be that of faith, which alone is heard, as the Apostle 
James teaches us. So widely does prayer differ from the mass. 
I can pray for as many persons as I will ; but no one receives 
the mass unless he believes for himself; and that only so far 
as he believes ; nor can it be given either to God or to men, 
but it is God alone who by the ministry of the priest gives it 
to men, and they receive it by faith alone, without any works 
or merits. No one would be so audaciously foolish as to say 
that, when a poor and needy man comes to receive a benefit 
from the hand of a rich man, he is doing a good work. Now 
the mass is the benefit of a divine promise, held forth to all 
men by the hand of the priest. It is certain, therefore, that the 
mass is not a work communicable to others, but the object of 
each man's individual faith, which is thus to be nourished and 
strengthened. 

We must also get rid of another scandal, which is a much 
greater and a very specious one; that is, that the mass is 
universally believed to be a sacrifice offered to God. With this 
opinion the words of the canon of the mass appear to agree, 
such as — ** These gifts; these offerings; these holy sacrifices;" and 
again, " this oblation." There is also a very distinct prayer that 
the sacrifice may be accepted like the sacrifice of Abel. Hence 
Christ is called the victim of the altar. To this we must add 
the sayings of the holy Fathers, a great number of authorities, 
and the usage that has been constantly observed throughout 
the world. 

To all these difficulties, which beset us so pertinaciously, 
we must oppose with the utmost constancy the words and 
example of Christ. Unless we hold the mass to be the promise 
or testament of Christ, according to the plain meaning of the 
words, we lose all the gospel and our whole comfort. Let us 
allow nothing to prevail against those words, even if an angel 
from heaven taught us otherwise. Now in these words there is 
nothing about a work or sacrifice. Again, we have the example 
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of Clirist on onr side. When Christ instituted this Bftcramont 
iLtid eatablished this testament in the Last Supper, he di<1 not 
offer himself to flod the Father, or accomplish any work on 
behalf of others, but, as he sat at the table, he declared tbo 
same testament to each individual present and bestowed on each 
the sign of it. Now the more any niaas renembles and is akin to 
that first mass of all which Christ celebrated at the Last Supper, 
the more Christian it is. But that mass of Christ was most 
simple ; without any display of vestments, gestures, hymns, 
and other ceremonies; so that if it had been necessary that it 
should be offered as a sacrifice. His institution of it would not 
have been complete. 

Not that any one ooght rashly to blame the universal 
Church, which baa adorned and eitended the mass with many 
other rites and ceremonies; but we desire that no one should 
be so deceived by showy ceremonies, or so perplexed by the 
amonat of external display, as to lose the simplicity of the 
mass, and in fact pay honour to some kind of transubstantiatiou ; 
as will happen if we pass by the simple substance of the mass, 
fix nur minds on the manifold accidents of its ontward 
ehow. For whatever has been added to the mass beyond the 
word and example of Christ, is one of its accidents; and none 
of these ought we to consider in any other light than we now 
consider monstrances —as they are called^and altar cloths, 
within which the host is contained. It is a contradiction in 
terms that the mass should be a sacrifice ; since we receive the 
mass, bat give a sacrifice. Now tbe same thing cannot be 
received and offered at the same time, not can it bo at once 
given and accepted by the same person. This is as certain 
aa that prayer and the thing prayed for cannot be the same ; 
nor can it he the same thing to pray and to receive what we 
pray for. 

What shall we say then to the canon of tho mass and the 
authority of the Fathers ? First of all I reply : — If there were 
nothing to be said, it would be safer to deny their authority 
altogether, than to grant that the mass is a work or a sacrifice, 
and thus to deny the word of Christ and to overthrow faith and 
tbe mass together. However, that we may keep the Fathers 
too, we will esplain (1 Cor. xi.) that the believers in Christ, when 
they mot to celebrate the mass, were accustomed to bring with 
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them portions of food and drink, called " collects," which i 
distributed among the poor, according to the example of the 
Apostles (Acts iv.), and from which were taken the bread and 
wine consecrated for the sacraroent. Since all these gifts were 
Banctified by the word and prayer after tho Hebrew rite, in 
accordance with which they were lifted on high, as we read in 
Moaes, the words and the practice of eleyatiou, or of offering. 
continued in the Church long after the custom had died out of 
collecting and bringing together the gifts which were offt-red 
or elevated. Thus Hezekiah (Isaiah sxivii. 4) bids laaiab to Wl 
his prayer for the remnant that is left. Again, the Psalmist 
says : " Lift up yonr hands to the holy place ; " and — " To thee 
will I lift up my bands ; '" and again — " That men pray every- 
where, lifting up holy hands." (1 Tim. ii. 8.) Hence the 
espresaiona " sacrifice " or " oblation " ought to be referred, not 
to the sacrament and testament, bat to the " collects " thorn- 
selves. Hence too the word collect has remained in use for 
the prayers said in the mass. 

For the same reason the prieat elevates the bread and the 
cup as soon as he has consecrated them ; bat the proof that he 
is not therein offering anything to God is that in no single 
word does be make mention of a victim or an oblation. This 
too is a remnant of the Hebrew rite, according to which it was 
customary to elevate the gifts which, after being received with 
giving of thanks, were brought back to God. Or it may be 
considered as an admonition to us, to call forth our faith in that 
testament which Christ on that occasion brought forward and 
set before us ; and also aa a display of its sign. The oblation of 
the bread properly corresponds to the words : " This ia my 
body ; " and Christ, as it were, addresses us bystanders by this 
very sign. Thus too the oblation of the cup properly corre- 
sponds to these words : " This cup is the New Teatamcut in 
my blood." The priest ought to call forth oar faith by tho 
very rite of elevation. And as he openly elevates the sign or 
sacrament in our sight, so I wish that he also prononnceil the 
word or testoment with loud and clear voice in our bearing ; 
and that in the language of every nation, that our faith i " " " 
be more efficaciously exercised. Why should it be I 
perform mass in Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, and not a 
German, or in any other language ? 
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Wherefore, in this abandoned and moat perilous age, let the 
priests who sacrifice take heed in the first place that thoae 
words of the major and minor canon, with the collects, whicli 
speak only too plainly of a sacrifice, are to be applied, not to 
the sacrament, bnt either to the consecration of the bread and 
wine themselves, or to their own prayers. For the bread and 
wine are presented beforehand to receive a blessing, that they 
may be sanctified by the word and prayer. But after being 
blessed and consecrated, they are no longer offered, but are 
received as a gift from God. And in this matter let the priest 
consider that the gospel is to be preferred to all canons and 
collects composed by men ; but the gospel, as we have seen, 
does not allow the mass to be a sacrifice. 

In the neit place, when the priest is performing mass publicly, 
let him understand that he is only receiving and giving to others 
the communion in the mass ; and let him beware of offering up 
at the same moment his prayers for himself and others, lest he 
should seem to be presuming to offer the mass. The priest also 
who is saying a private mass must consider himself as adminis- 
tering the communion to himself, A private mass is not at all 
different from, nor more efficient than, the simple reception of 
the communion by any layman from the hand of tho priest, 
except for the prayers, and that the priest consecrates and 
administers it to himself. In the matter itself of the mass and 
the sacrament, we are all equal, priests and laymen. 

Even if he is requested by others to do so, let bim beware of 
celebrating votive masses — as they are called — and of receiving 
any payment for the mass, or presuming to ofi'er any votive 
B&crifice ; but let him carefully refer all this to the proyera 
which he offers, whether for the dead or the living. Let him 
think thus : — I will go and receive the sacrament for myself 
alone, but while I receive it I will pray for this or that person, 
and thus, for purposes of food and clothing, receive payment for 
my prayers, and not for the mass. Nor lot it shake thee in 
this view, though the whole world is of the contrary opinion 
and practice. Thou hast the most certain authority of the 
gospel, and relying on this, thou mayeat easily contemn the 
ideas and opinions of men. If however, in despite of what I 
eay, thou wilt persist in offering the mass, and not thy prayers 
only, then know that I have faithfully warned thee, and that I 
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shall stand clear in the day of judgment, whilst thou wilt bear 
thine own sin. I have said what I was bound to say to thee, as 
a brother to a brother, for thy salvation ; it will be to thy 
profit if thou take heed to my words, to thy hurt if thou neglect 
them. And if there are some who will condemn these statements 
of mine, I reply in the words of Paul : " Evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived." 
(2 Tim. iii. 13.) 

Hence any one may easily understand that often-quoted 
passage from Gregory, in which he says that a mass celebrated 
by a bad priest is not to be considered of less value than one 
by a good priest, and that one celebrated by St. Peter would 
not have been better than one celebrated by the traitor Judas. 
Under cover of this saying some try to shelter their own 
impiety, and have drawn a distinction between the opus 
operatum and the opus operans ; that they might continue 
secure in their evil living, and yet pretend to be benefactors 
to others. Gregory indeed speaks the truth, but these men 
pervert his meaning. It is most true that the testament and 
sacrament are not less effectively given and received at the 
hands of wicked priests than at those of the most holy. 
Who doubts that the gospel may be preached by wicked 
men ? Now the mass is a part of the gospel ; nay, the very 
sum and compendium of the gospel. For what is the whole 
gospel but the good news of the remission of sins? Now 
all that can be said in the most ample and copious words 
concerning the remission of sins and the mercy of God, is all 
briefly comprehended in the word of the testament. Hence 
also sermons to the people ought to be nothing else but 
expositions of the mass, that is, the setting forth of the divine 
promise of this testament. This would be to teach faith, and 
truly to edify the Church. But those who now expound the 
mass make a sport and mockery of the subject by figures of 
speech derived from human ceremonies. 

As therefore a wicked man can baptize, that is, can apply the 
word of promise and the sign of water to the person baptized, 
so can he also apply and minister the promise of this sacra- 
ment to those who partake of it, and pnrtake himself with 
them, as the traitor Judas did in the supper of the Lord. 
Still the sacrament and testament remains always the same ; it 
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performs in the believer its own proper work, in the unbeliever 
it performa a work foreign to itself. But in the matter of 
oblations the case is quite different ; for since it is not the mass 
but prayers which are offered to God, it is evident that the 
oblations of a wicked priest are of no yalus. As Gregory 
himself says, when we employ an unworthy person as an 
advocate, the mind of the jndge is prejudiced against us. We 
nmat not therefore confoond these two things, the mass and 
prayer, eacramont and work, testament and sacrifice. The 
one comes from God to us through the ministry of the priest, 
and requires faith on our part ; the other goes forth from oar 
faith to God through the priest, and requires that He should 
hear us; the one comes down, the other goes upwards. The 
one therefore does not necessarily require that the minister 
should be worthy and pious, bat the other does require it, 
becaiiao God does not bear sinners. He knows how to do ns 
good hy means of wicked men, but He does not accept the 
works of any wicked man, as He showed in the case of Cain. 
It is written : " The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination 
to the Lord," (Prov. xv. ^) ; and again : " Whatsoever is not of 
faith is sin," (Rom. xiv. 23.) 

We shall now make an end of this first part of the subject, 
but I am ready to produce further arguments when any one 
comes forward to attack these. From all that has been said 
we see for whom the mass was intended, and who are worthy 
partakers of it; namely, those alone who have sad, aiBicted, 
disturbed, confused, and erring consciences. For since the 
word of the divine promise in this sacrament holds forth to us 
remission of sins, any man may safely draw near to it who is 
harassed either by remorse for sin, or by temptation to sin. 
This testament of Christ is the one medicine for past, present, 
and future sins ; provided thou cleavest to it with unhesitating 
faith, and believest that that which is signified by the words of 
the testament is freely given to thee. If thou dost not so 
helieve, then nowhere, never, by no works, by no efforts, wilt 
thou be able to appease thy conscience. For faith is the 
Bole peace of conscience, and unbelief the sole disturber of 
conscience. 
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CONCERNING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jeans Christ, 
who according to the riches of His mercy has at least 
preserved this one sacrament in His Church uninjured and 
uncontaminated by the devices of men, and has made it free to 
all nations and to men of every class. He has not suffered it 
to be overwhelmed with the foul and impious monstrosities of 
avarice and superstition ; doubtless having this purpose, that 
He would have little children, incapable of avarice and super- 
stition, to be initiated into this sacrament, and to be sanctified 
by perfectly simple faith in His word. To such, even at the 
present day, baptism is of the highest advantage If this 
sacrament had been intended to be given to adults and those 
of full age, it seems as if it could have hardly preserved its 
efficacy and its glory, in the presence of that tyranny of avarice 
and superstition which has supplanted all divine ordinances 
among us. In this case too, no doubt, fleshly wisdom would 
have invented its preparations, its worthinesses, its reserva* 
tions, its restrictions, and other like nets for catching money ; 
so that the water of baptism would be sold no cheaper than 
parchments are now. 

Yet, though Satan has not been able to extinguish the 
virtue of baptism in the case of little children, still he has had 
power to extinguish it in all adults ; bo that there is scarcely 
any one nowadays who remembers that he has been baptized, 
much less glories in it ; so many other ways having been found 
of obtaining remission of sins and going to heaven. Occasion 
has been afibrded to these opinions by that perilous saying of 
St. Jerome, either misstated or misunderstood, in which he 
calls penitence the second plank of safety after shipwreck ; as if 
baptism were not penitence. Hence, when men have fallen 
into sin, they despair of the first plank, or the ship, as being no 
longer of any use, and begin to trust and depend only on the 
second plank, that is, on penitence. Thence have sprung those 



THE BABVLONISU rAI'TIViTY 



183 



iuGniteloudaof vo^s, religions dedicntions, works, satiHfactions, 
pilgrimageH, indulgences, and systems; and from them those 
oceans of books and of human qnestioniDgs, opinions, and tradi- 
tions, which the whole world nowadays cannot contain, Thns 
this tyranny poesesses the Charcb of God in an incomparably 
worse form than it ever possessed the synagogue, or any nation 
nnder heaven. 

It was the duty of Bishops to remove all these abuses, and 
to make every effort to recall Christians to the simplicity of 
hnptism; that so they might understand their own position, 
and what as Christians they ought to do. But the one busi- 
nees of Bishops at the present day is to lead the people as 
far as possible away from baptism and to plunge them all 
nnder the deluge of their own tyranny; and thus, as the 
prophet says, to make the people of Christ forget Him for 
ever. Oh wretched men who are called by the name of 
Bishops I they not only do nothing and know nothing which 
Bishops ought, but they are even ignorant what they ought to 
know and do. They fulfil the words of Isaiah : " Ills watch- 
men are blind ; they are all ignorant ; they are shepherds that 
cannot understand ; they all look to their own way, every one 
for his gain, from his quarter." (Is. Ivi. 10, 11.) 

The first thing then we have to notice iu baptism is the 
divine promise, which says : He who believes and is baptized 
shall be saved. This promise is to be infinitely preferred to 
the whole display of works, vows, religious orders, and what- 
ever has been introduced by the invention of man. On this 
promise depends our whole salvation, and we must take heed 
. to exercise faith in it, not doubting at all that wo are saved, 
since we have been baptized. Unless this faith exists and ia 
applied, baptism profits us nothing ; nay, it is hurtful to us, 
only at the time when it is received, but in the whole course ol 
our after life. For unbelief of this kind charges the divine pro- 
mise with falsehood ; and to do this is the greatest of all sina. 
If we attempt this exercise of faith, we shall soon see how difficult 
a thing it is to believe this divine promise. For human weak- 
ness, conscious of its own sinfulness, finds it the most difficuli 
thing in the world to believe that it is saved, or can be saved 
and yet, unless it believes this, it cannot be saved, hecanse i' 
does not beUovc the divine truth which promises salviition. 
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Thia doctrine ought to have been studiously inculcated upon 
the people by preaching; this promise ought to haye been 
perpetually reiterated; men ought to have been constantly 
reminded of their baptism ; faith ought to have been called 
forth and nourished. When this divine promise has been once 
conferred upon us, its truth continues even to the hour of our 
death ; and thus our faith in it ought never to be relaxed, but 
ought to be nourished and strengthened even till we die, by a 
perpetual recollection of the promise made to us in baptism. 
Thus, when we rise out of our sins and exercise penitence, 
we are simply reverting to the eflScacy of baptism and to 
faith in it, whence we had fallen ; and we return to the pro- 
mise then made to us, but which we had abandoned through 
our sin. For the truth of the promise once made always 
abides, and is ready to stretch out the hand and receive us 
when we return. This, unless I mistake, is the meaning of 
that obscure saying, that baptism is the first of sacraments 
and the foundation of them all, without which we can possess 
none of the others. 

Thus it will be of no little profit to a penitent, first of 
all to recall to mind his own baptism, and to remember with 
confidence that divine promise which he had deserted ; rejoic- 
ing that he is still in a fortress of safety, in that he has been 
baptized ; and detesting his own wicked ingratitude in having 
fallen away from the faith and truth of baptism. His heart 
will be marvellously comforted, and encouraged to hope for 
mercy, if he fixes his eyes upon that divine promise once 
made to him, which could not lie, and which still continues 
entire, unchanged, and unchangeable by any sins of his; as 
Paul says : " If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful ; He 
cannot deny Himself." (2 Tim. ii. 13.) This truth of God 
will preserve him ; and even if all other hopes perish, this, if 
he believes it, will not fail him. Through this truth he will 
have something to oppose to the insolent adversary ; he will 
have a barrier to throw in the way of the sins which disturb 
his conscience ; he will have an answer to the dread of death 
and judgment ; finally, he will have a consolation under every 
kind of temptation, in being able to say: God is faithful to 
His promise ; and in baptism I received the sign of that 
promise. If God is for me, who can be against me ? 
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If the children of Israel, when returning to God in repent- 
ance, first of all called to mind their exodus from Egypt, and 
in remembrance of this turned back to God, who had brought 
them out — a remembrance which is so often inculcated on 
them by Moses, and referred to by David — how much more 
ought we to remember our exodus from Egypt, and in remem- 
brance of it to return to Him who brought us out through the 
washing of the new birth. Now this we can do most adyan- 
tageously of all in the sacrament of the bread and wine. So 
of old these three sacraments, penitence, baptism, and the 
bread, were often combined in the same act of worship ; and 
the one added strength to the other. Thus we read of a 
certain holy virgin who, whenever she was tempted, relied on 
her baptism only for defence, saying, in the briefest words : " I 
am a Christian." The enemy forthwith felt the efficacy of 
baptism, and of the faith which depended on the truth of a 
promising God, and fled from her. 

We see then how rich a Christian, or baptized man, is ; 
since, even if he would, he cannot lose his salvation by any 
sins however great, unless he refuses to believe ; for no sins 
whatever can condemn him, but unbelief alone. All other 
sins, if faith in the divine promise made to the baptized man 
stands firm or is restored, are swallowed up in a moment 
through that same faith; yea, through the truth of God, 
because He cannot deny Himself, if thou confess Him, and 
cleave believingly to His promise. Whereas contrition, and 
confession of sins, and satisfaction for sins, and every efibrt 
that can be devised by men, will desert thee at thy need, and 
will make thee more miserable than ever, if thou forgettest 
this divine truth and puflFest thyself up with such things as 
these. For whatever work is wrought apart from faith in the 
truth of God is vanity and vexation of spirit. 

We also see how perilous and false an idea it is that 
penitence is a second plank of refuge after shipwreck ; and 
how pernicious an error it is to suppose that the virtue of 
baptism has been brought to an end by sin, and that this ship 
has been dashed to pieces. That ship remains one, solid, and 
indestructible, and can never be broken up into diflferent 
planks. In it all are conveyed who are carried to the port of 
salvation, since it is the truth of God giving promises in the 
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nacraments. What certuinly does bappeo ia tliut many r&ahly 
leap out of the ship into the sea and perish ; these are they who 
ahaadon faith in the promise and rash headlong into sin. Bat 
the ship itself ahides, and passes on safely in its course; and 
any man vho, by the grace of God, returns to the ship, will be 
borne on to life, not on a plank, but on the solid ship itself. 
Such a man is he who teturna by bith to the fixed and 
abiding promise of God. Thns Peter charges those who siu 
with having forgotten that they were purged from their old 
sins (2 Peter i. 9); doubtless meaning to reprove their 
ingratitude for the baptism they had received, and the impiety 
of their nnbelief. 

What profit then is there, in writing so much about baptism, 
and yet not teaching faith in the promise ? All the sacraments 
were iostitnted for the purpose of nourishing faith, and yet bo 
far are they from attaining this object, that men are even 
found impious enough to assert that a man ought not to be sure 
of the remission of sins, or of the grace of the sacraments. By 
this impious doctrine they deprive the whole world of its 
senses, and utterly extinguish, or at least bring into bondage 
that sacrament of baptism, in which the first glory of our 
conscience stands. Meanwhile they senselessly persecute 
wretched souls with their contritions, their auxioua confes- 
sions, their circumstances, satisfactions, works, and au infinity 
of such trifies. Let us then read with caution, or rather despise 
the Master of Sentences (Book iv.) with all his followers ; who, 
when they write their best, write only about the matter and 
form of the sacraments, and so handle only the dead 
perishing letter of those sacraments, while they do not 
touch upon their spirit, life, and use; that is, the truth of' 
divine promise, and faith on our part. 

Si'-B then that thou he not deceived by the display of works, 
and by the fallacies of human traditions, and so wrong the 
truth of God and thy own faith. If thou wilt be saved, tUoo 
must begin hy faith in the sacraments, without any worka 
Thy faith will he followed by those very works, but thou most 
not hold faith cheap, for it is itself the most oxcelleut 
most difficult of all works, and by it alone thou wilt be 
even if thou wert compelled to be destitute of all other wi 
For it is a work of God, not of man, as Paul tcouhus. 
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otber works He performs with lis, and by ns; this one work 
He pert'orma in ns and wttbont ns. 

From wimt has been said we may clearly distiogmsb the 
difference between man tbe minister and God tbe Author of 
baptism. Man baptizes and does not baptize ; he baptizes, 
because he performs the work of dipping the baptized person ; 
he does not baptize, because in this work he does not act upon 
his own authority, bnt in tbe place of God. Hence we ought 
to receive baptism from the band of man just as if Christ 
Himself, nay, God Himself, were baptizing us with His own 
bands. For it is not a man*8 baptism, but that of Christ and 
God ; though we receive it by the hand of a man. Even so 
Any other creature which we enjoy through the hand of 
another is really only God's. Beware then of making any 
euch distinction in baptism, as to attribute the outward rite to 
man, and the inward blessing to God. Attribute both of them 
to God alone, and consider Iho person of him who confers 
baptism in no other light than as tbe vicarious instrument 
of God, by means of which the Lord sitting in heaven dips 
thee in the water with lUs own hands, and promises thee 
remission of sins upon earth, speaking to thee with the voice 
of a man through the mouth of His minister, 

Tbe very words of tbe minister tell thee this, when he 
says : " 1 baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." He does not say : 
"I baptize thee in my name;" but says, aa it were: "What 
I do, I do not by my own authority, but in the place and in 
the name of (!od; and thou must look upon it as if the Lord 
Himself did it in visible shape. The Author and the minister 
are different, but tbe work of both is the same ; nay, rather it 
is that of the Author alone through my ministry." In my 
judgment the expression, " In the name," relates to the person 
of the Author, so that not only is the name of the Lord 
brought forward and invoked in the doing of the work, but 
the work itself is performed, as being that of another, in the 
name and in the place of another. By tbe like figure Christ 
says: "Many shall come in my name." (Matt. xsiv. 5.) 
And again: "By whom wo have received grace and npostlo- 
Bliip, for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his 
name." (Horn. i. 5.) 
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I most gladly adopt this view ; because it is a thing most 
fall of consolation, and an effectiye aid to faith, to know that 
we haye been baptized, not by a man, but by the very Trinity 
Itself through a man, who acts towards us in Its name. This 
brings to an end that idle contention which is carried on about 
the " form " of baptism — as they call the words themselyes — 
the Greeks saying : " Let the servant of Christ be baptized ; " 
the Latins : '* I baptize." Others also, in their pedantic trifling, 
condemn the use of the expression: "I baptize thee in the 
name of Jesus Christ " — though it is certain that the Apostles 
baptized in this form, as we read in the Acts of the Apostles — 
and will have it that no other form is valid than the follow- 
ing : " I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen." But they strive in 
vain ; they prove nothing ; they only bring forward their own 
dreams. In whatever manner baptism is administered, pro- 
vided it is administered, not in the name of a man, but in the 
name of the Lord, it truly saves us. Nay, I have no doubt 
that if a man received baptism in the name of the Lord, even 
from a wicked minister who did not give it in the name of the 
Lord, he would still be truly baptized in the name of the 
Lord. For the efficacy of baptism depends not so much on the 
faith of him who confers it, as of him who receives it. Thus we 
read an instance of a certain player who was baptized in jest. 
These and similar narrow questions and disputes have been 
raised for us by those who attribute nothing to faith, and 
everything to works and ceremonies. On the contrary, we 
owe nothing to ceremonies, and everything to faith alone, 
which makes us free in spirit from all these scruples and 
fancies. 

Another thing which belongs to baptism is the sign or 
sacrament, which is that dipping into water whence it takes its 
name. For in Greek to baptize signifies to dip, and baptism 
is a dipping. We have said already that, side by side with the 
divine promises, signs also are given us, to represent by a 
figure the meaning of the words of the promise ; or, as the 
moderns say, the sacrament has an effectual significance. 
What that significance is we shall see. Very many have 
thought that in the word and the water there is some occult 
spiritual virtue, which works the grace of God in the soul of 
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the recij«ont. Others deny this, nnd declare that tlioro Is no 
Tirtne in the sacraments, bnt that grace ia given by Go«l aloDc, 
who, according to His coveaiint, is present at the sacraments 
instituted by Himself, All however agree in this, that the 
Baeraments are effectoal signs of grace. They are led to this 
conclusion by this one argument, that it does not otherwise 
appear what pre-eminence the Racrnments of the new law would 
have over those of the old, if tbey were only signs. Hence 
they have been driven to attribute such efficacy to the 
Mtcraments of the new law, that tbey have stated them to be 
profitable even to those who are in mortal sin ; and have 
declared that neither faith nor grnce are requisite, but that it 
IB BufBcient that we do not place any impediment in the way, 
that is, any actual purpose of sinning afresh. 

We must carefully avoid and fly from these doctrines, for 
they are impious and unbelieving, repugnant to faith and to 
the nature of the sacraments. It is a mistake to suppose that 
the sacraments of the new law differ from the sacraments of 
the old law as regards the efficacy of their significance. Both 
are on an ei^nality in their significance ; for the same God who 
now saves us hy baptism and the bread, saved Ahel by his 
Bacrifice, Noah by the Ark, Abraham by circumcision, and all 
the other Patriarchs by their own proper signs. There is no 
difference then between a sacrament of the old and of the new 
law, aa regards their significance; provided we understand by 
the old law all the dealings of God with the Patriarchs and other 
Fathers in the time of the law. For those signs which were 
given to the Patriarchs and Fathers are completely distinct 
from the legal figures which Moses instituted in his law; such 
fta the rites of the priesthood, in relation to vestments, vessels, 
food, houses, and the like. These are as diflerent as possible, 
not only from the sacraments of the new law, bnt also from 
those signs which God gave from timo to time to the Fatbfirs 
who lived under the law ; such as that given to Gideon in the 
fleece, to Manoah in his sacrifice ; such also as that which 
Isaiah offered to Ahaz, In all these cases alike, some promise 
was given which required faith in God. 

In this then the figures of the law differ from signs new or 
old, that the fignrcs of tlio law have no word of promise 
auni-xed to tbcm, requiring faith, and therefore are not signs 
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of justification, ineemuch kb they tiro not sacraments of fain 
wliich alone justify, but only eacraments of works. Their 
whole force and nature lay in norks, ttot in faith ; for he who 
did them fulfilled them, even if his work was without fait^ 
Now our signs or sacranienta and those of the Fathers I 
annexed to them a word of promise, which requires faith, i 
can be fulfilled by no other work. Thns they are signs i 
sacraments of jnstification, because they are sacraments of 
justifying faith and not of works ; so that their whole efficacy 
lies in faith itself, not in working. He n'ho helieTca them 
fulfils them, even though he do no work. Hence the saying : 
It is not tho sHCiament, but faith in the sacrament which 
justilies. Thus circumcision did not justify Abraham and hia 
seed ; and yet the Apostle calls it a seal of the righteousness of 
faith, because faitJi in that promise with which circumcision 
was connected did justify, and fulfilled the meaning of circum- 
cision. Faith was that circumcision of the heart in spirit, 
which was figured by the circumcision of the flesh in the letter. 
Thus it was evidently not the sacrifice of Abel which justified 
him, but the faith by which he offered himself entirely to God ; 
of which faith the outward sacrifice was a figuie. 

Thus it is not baptism which justifies any man, or is of any 
advantage; bat faith in that word of promise to which 
baptism is added ; for this justifioa, and fulfils the meaning of 
baptism. For faith is the submerging of the old man, and the 
emerging of the new man. Hence it cannot be that the new 
sacraments difi'er from the ancient sacraments, for they both 
alike have divine promises and the same spirit of faith ; bat 
they difier incomparably from the ancient Ju/nrex, on account 
of the word of promise, which is the sole and most effectifc 
means of difl'erence. Thus at the present day the pouip of 
vestments, localities, meats, and an infinite variety of eoro- 
monies, doubtless figure excellent works to be fulfilled in the 
spirit; and yet, since no word of divine promise is connected 
with them, they can in no way be compared with the eigaa 
of baptism and the bread. Nor can they justify men DM 
profit them in any way, since their fulfilment lies in the 
very practice or performance of them without faith; for 
when they are done or performed, they are fulfilled. Thus 
the .\postle speaks of those things, " which all are to peiiiil) 
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with the Qsiiig; after the enmmmJments and d<fertiiiM9 cif 
men." (CoL iL 22.) Now the SMnments are not falfilkd bj 
being done, but by being belieTed. 

Thus it cannot be tnie that there is inherent in the Sacn* 

ments a power effectual to prodnce jiistificitic«u cr that Ihej are 

efBcacions signs of grace. These things are said in ignoianee c^ 

the diyine promise and to the great detriment of fidth ; nnless 

indeed we call them efficacions in this sense^ that, if along with 

them there be unhesitating fiith, thej do confer grace most 

certainly and most effectnally. But that it is not this kind of 

efficacy which those writers attribute to them is CTid^it from 

thiSy that they assert them to be profitable to all men, eren 

the wicked and nnbeliering, proxided they pnt no obstacle in 

the way ; as if unbelief itself were not the most persistent of 

all obstacles, and the most hostile to grace. Thus they hare 

endeayoured to make out of the sacrament a precept, and out 

of faith a work. For if a sacrament confers grace on me, 

merely because I receire it, then it is certainly by my own 

work and not by fedth that I obtain grace ; nor do I apprehend 

any promise in the sacrament, but only a sign instituted and 

commanded by God. It is eyident from this how utterly 

the sacraments are misunderstood by these theologians of 

the Sentences, inasmuch as they make no account either of 

faith or of the promise in the sacraments, but cleave only 

to the sign and the use of the sign, and carry us away from 

faith to works, from the word to the sign. Thus, as I 

have said, they have not only brought the sacraments into 

bondage, but, as far as in them lay, have entirely done away 

with them. 

Let us then open our eyes, and learn to look more to the 
word than the sign, more to faith than to the work or use of 
the sign; and let us understand that wherever there is a 
divine promise, there faith is required ; and that both of these 
are so necessary that neither can be of any effect without the 
other. We can neither believe unless we have a promise, nor is 
the promise effectual unless it is believed ; while if these two 
act reciprocally, they produce a real and sure efficacy in the 
sacraments. Hence to seek efficacy in the sacrament inde- 
pendently of the promise and of faith is to strive in vain 
and to fall into condemnation. Thus Christ says : ** He that 
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believeth and is baptized shall be saved, bat he that believeth 
not shall be damned." (Mark xvi. 16.) Thus He shows that 
in the sacrament faith is so necessary that it can saye ns 
even without the sacrament; and on this account when He 
says : *' He that believeth not," He does not add : " and is not 
baptized." 

Baptism then signifies two things, death and resurrection ; 
that is, full and complete justification. When the minister 
dips the child into the water, this signifies death ; when he 
draws him out again, this signifies life. Thus Paul ezplainr 
the matter : " Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death ; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life." (Eom. vi. 4.) This death and resurrection we 
call a new creation, a regeneration, and a spiritual birth ; and 
these words are not only to be understood allegorically, as 
they are by many, of the death of sin and the life of grace, 
but of a real death and resurrection. For baptism has no 
fictitious meaning, nor does sin die or grace rise fully within 
us, until the body of sin which we bear in this life is destroyed ; 
for, as the Apostle says, as long as we are in the flesh, the 
desires of the flesh work in us and are worked upon. Hence 
when we begin to believe, we begin at the same time to die to this 
world, and to live to God in a future life ; so that faith is truly 
a death and resurrection ; that is, that spiritual baptism in 
which we are submerged and emerge. 

When then the washing away of sins is attributed to 
baptism, it is rightly so attributed ; but the meaning of the 
phrase is too slight and weak to fully express baptism, which 
is rather a symbol of death and resurrection. For this reason 
I could wish that the baptized should be totally immersed, 
according to the meaning of the word and the signification of 
the mystery ; not that I think it necessary to do so, but that 
it would be well that so complete and perfect a thing as 
baptism should have its sign also in completeness and perfec- 
tion, even as it was doubtless instituted by Christ. For a 
sinner needs not so much to be washed as to die, that he may 
be altogether renewed into another creature, and that there 
may thus be a correspondence in him to the death and- resur- 
rection of Christ along with whom he dies and rises again in 
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baptUm. For though we may eay that Christ vras washed 
JErom His mortality when Fie died and rose again, yet it is a 
weaker expression than if we said that He was totally changed 
and renewed ; and so there is more intensity in saying that 
Jeatb and resurrection to eternal life are signified to as by 
baptism, than that we are washed from sin. 

Here again we see that the sacrament of liaptism, even in 
respect to the sign, is not the mere bnainess of a moment, bnt 
lias s lasting character. For thongh the transaction itself 
passes quickly, the thing signified by it lasts even until death, 
yea, till the resurrection at the last day. For as long aa wo 
live we are always doing that which is signified hy baptism; 
that is, we are dying and rising again. We are dying, I say. 
Hot only in our affections and spiritually, by renouncing the 
sins and Tanities of the world, but in very deed we are 
beginning to leave this bodily life and to apprehend the futnre 
life, so that there is a real (as they call it) and also a bodily 
passing out of this world to the Father. 

We must therefore keep clear of the error of those who 
have reduced the effect of baptism to such email and slender 
.dimensions that, while they say that grace is infused hy it, 
they assert that this grace is afterwards, so to speak, effused by 
sin ; and that we must then go to heaven by some other way, 
OS if baptism had now became absolutely nseless. Do not thou 
judge thus, but understand that the significance of baptism 
,18 such that thou mayest live and die in it ; and that neither 
by penitence nor by any other way canst thou do aught but 
return to the effect of baptism, and do afresh what thou wert 
baptized in order to do, and what thy baptism signified. 
^Baptism never loses its effect, unless in desperation thou refuse 
to return to salvation. Thou mayst wander away for a time 
from the sign, but the sign does not on that account lose its 
effect. Thus thou hast been baptized once for all sacrameutally, 
but thou needest continually to be baptized by faith, and must 
continually die and continually live. Baptism hath swallowed 
np thy whole body and given it forth again ; and so the 
flubstance of baptism onght to swallow up thy whole life, in 
body and in soul, and to give it back in Ihe last day, clothed 
in the robe of brightness and immortality. Thus wo are 
never without the sign as well as thi- substance of bnptipni ; 
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Dfty, we ought to be continually baptized more and more, 
tintil we fal£l the whole meaning of the sign at the last 
day. 

"We see then that whatever we do in this life tending to 
the mortifying of the flesh and the vivifying of the spirit is 
connected with baptism ; and that the sooner we are set free 
from this life, the more speedily we fulfil the meaning of our 
baptism ; and the greater the sufferings we endure, the mora 
happily do we answer the purpose of baptism. The Church 
was at its happiest in those days when martyrs were daily 
put to death and counted as sheep for the slaughter ; fot 
then the virtue of baptism reigned in the Church with full 
power, though now we have quite lost sight of it for the 
multitude of human works and doctrine. The whole life which 
we live ought to be a baptism, and to fulfil the sign or 
sacrament of baptism; since we have been set free from all 
other things and given up to baptism alone, that is, to death 
and resurrection. 

To whom can wo assign the blame that this glorious liberty 
of ours and this knowledge of baptism are nowadays in bondage, 
except only to the tyranny of the Boman Pontitf? He most of 
all men, as becomes a chief shepherd, ought to have been the 
preacher and the asserter of this liberty and this knowledge ; 
as Paul says : " Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers 
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God." (1 Cor. iv. 1.) 
But his sole object is to oppress us by his decrees and laws, 
and to ensnare as into bondage to his tyrannical power. Not 
to speak of the impious and damnable way in which the Pope 
fails to teach these mysteries, by what right, I ask, has he 
established laws over ua ? Who has given him authority to 
bring into bondage this liberty of ours, given us by baptism ? 
One purpose, as I have said, we ought to carry out in our 
whole lives, namely, to be baptized, that is, to be mortified, 
and to live by faith in Christ. This faith alone ought to have 
been taught, above all by the chief shepherd. But now not a 
word is said about faith, but the Church is crushed by an 
infinite number of laws concerning works and ceremonies ; the 
virtue and knowledge of baptism are taken away ; the faith of 
Christ is hindered. 

J say then, neither Pope, nor bishop, nor any man what- 
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ever has the right of making one syllable binding on a 
Cbrietian man, imlegs it is done with his own cooseDt. What- 
ever is doDe otherwise is done in & spirit of tyranny ; and thus 
he prayers, fastings, almsgiving, and whatever eke the Pope 
rdains and requires in the whole body of his decrees, which 
ftre as many as they are iniquitous, he has absolutely no right 
to require and ordain ; and he sins against the liberty of the 
Church as often as he attempts auything of the kind. Hence 
it has come to pass that while the churchmen of the present 
day are atrenuons defenders of church liberty, that is, of wood, 

e, fields, and money {for in this day things ecclesiastical 
are eynonymous with things spiritual), they yet, by their false 
teaching, not only bring into bondage the tme liberty of the 
Chorch, hot utterly destroy it; yea, more than the Turk 
himself could ; contrary to the mind of the Apostle, who says : 
Be not ye the servants of men." (1 Cor. vii. 23.) We are 
iodeed made servants of men, when ko are subjected to their 
tyrannical ordinances and laws. 

This wicked and flagitious tyranny is aided by the disciples 
of the Pope, who distort and pervert to this end the saying of 
Christ: " He who heareth you heateth me," They a well out 
these words into a support for their own traditions; whereas 
this saying was addressed by Christ to the Apostles when they 
were going forth to preach the gospel, and therefore ought to 
be understood as referring to the gospel alone. These men, 

}Ter, leave the gospel out of sight, and make this saying 
fit in with their own inventions. Christ says: "My sheep 
hear my voice, but they know not the voice of strangers," 
For this cause the gospel was bequeathed to us, that the 
pontiffs might utter the voice of Christ; but they utter their 
own voice, and are determined to he heard. The Apostle also 
Bays of himself that he was not sent to baptize, hut to preach 
the gospel ; and thns no man is bound to receive the traditions 
of the pontiff, or to listen to him, except when he teaches the 
gospel and Christ ; and he himself ought to teach nothing hut 
the freest faith. Since, however, Christ says: "he who hears 
you hears me," why does not the Pope also hear others ? Christ 
did not say to Peter alone : " he who hears thee." Lastly, 
where there is true laith, there must also of necessity be the 
word of faith. Why then does not the unbelieving Pope listen 
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to bin beliering isenraiit who has the word of faith ? BUndness, 
hliudtihUH reigns amotig the pontiffs. 

(Jihern howerer, far more shamelessly, arrogate to the Pope 
the y(}mer of making laws ; arguing from the words : ^* Whatao- 
erer thon shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heayen ; and 
wliatifoeyer thon shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heayen.'' 
(Matt. xri. 19.) Christ is speaking there of the binding and 
loosing of sinD, not of bringing the whole Chorch into bondage 
and making Uws to oppress it. Thus the papal tyranny acts 
in all things on its own false maxims ; while it forcibly wrests 
and peryerts the words of God. I admit indeed that Christians 
must endure this accursed tyranny, as they would any other 
violence inflicted on them by the world, according to the 
Baying of Christ : " Whosoeyer shall smite thee on thy rig^t 
cheek, turn to him the other also." (Matt. y. 39.) But I 
complain of this, that wicked pontiffs boast that they haye a 
rightful power to act thus, and pretend that in this Babylon 
of theirs they are providing for the interests of Christendom ; 
an idea which they have persuaded all men to adopt. If they 
did these things in conscious and avowed impiety and tyranny, 
or if it were simple violence that we endured, we might mean- 
while quietly reckon up the advantages thus afforded us for the 
mortification of this life and the fulfilment of baptism, and 
should retain the full right of glorying in conscience at the 
wrong done us. As it is, they desire so to ensnare our con- 
sciences in the matter of liberty that we should believe all that 
they do to bo well done, and should think it unlawful to blame 
or complain of their iniquitous actions. Being wolves, they 
wish to appear shepherds ; being antichrists, they wish to be 
honoured like Christ. 

I cry aloud on behalf of liberty and conscience, and I 
proclaim with confidence that no kind of law can with any 
justice be imposed on Christians, whether by men or by 
angels, except so far as they themselves will ; for we are free 
from all. If such laws are imposed on us, we ought so to 
endure them as still to preserve the consciousness of our 
liberty. Wo ought to know and stedfastly to protest that a 
wrong is being done to that liberty, though we may bear and 
oven glory in that wrong ; taking care neither to justify the 
' murmur against the tyranny. '* Who is he that 



THE ]\\: YIvX:-:: \?T:v::n ]^r 

will harm vou, if ve t^e followtrs oi that which :> Cvwl : 
(1 Peter iii. 13.) All things work together for gooil to the 
elect of God. Since, howerer. there are but few who under- 
stand the glory of baptism and the happiness of Christian 
liberty, or who can understand them for the tyranny of the 
Pope — ^I for my part will set free my own mind and delirer 
my conscience, by declaring alond to the Pope and to all 
papists, that, nnless they shall throw aside all their laws and 
traditions, and restore liberty to the churches of Christ, and 
cause that liberty to be taught, they are guilty of the death of 
all the souls which are perilling in this wretched bondage, and 
that the papacy is in truth nothing else than the kingdom of 
Babylon and of yery Antichrist. For who is the man of sin 
and the son of perdition, but he who by his teaching and his 
ordinances increases the sin and perdition of souls in the 
Church ; while he yet sits in the Church as if he were God ? 
All these conditions haye now for many ages been fulfilled by 
the papal tyranny. It has extinguished faith, darkened the 
sacraments, crushed the gospel ; while it has enjoined and 
multiplied without end its own laws, which are not only wickeil 
and sacrilegious, but also most unlearned and barbarous. 

Behold then the wretchedness of our bondage. ** How doth 
the city sit solitary, that was full of people ! How is she 
become as a widow ! She that was great among the nations^ 
and princess among the proyinces, how is she become tributary ! 
Among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her ; all her 
friends have dealt treacherously with her." (Lam. i. 1, 2.) 
There are at this day so many ordinances, so many rites, so 
many parties, so many professions, so many works to occupy 
the minds of Christians, that they forget their baptism. For 
this multitude of locusts, caterpillars, and cankerworms, no man 
is able to remember that he was baptized, or what it was that 
he obtained in baptism. We ought to havo been like babes 
when they are baptized, who, being preoccupied by no zeal 
and by no works, are free for all things, at rest and safe in the 
glory of their baptism alone. We also ourselyes are babes in 
Christ, unremittingly baptized. 

In opposition to what I have said, an argument will perhaps 
be drawn from the baptism of infants, who cannot receive the 
promise of God, or have faith in their baptism ; and it will bo 

o 2 
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•aid that therefore either £iiith is not requisite, or infants are 
baptized in Tain« To this I reply, what all men say, that 
in&nts are aided by the faith of others, namely, that of those 
who bring them to baptism. For as the word of (rod, when it 
is preached, is powerful enough to change the heart of a 
wicked man, which is not less devoid of sense and feeling than 
any infant, so through the prayers of the Church which brings 
the child in faith, to which prayers all things are possible, the 
infant is changed, cleansed, and renewed by faith infused into 
it. Nor should I doubt that even a wicked adult, if the Church 
were to bring him forward and pray for him, might undergo 
a change in any of the sacraments; just as we read in the 
gospel that the paralytic man was healed by the faith of others. 
In this sense too I should readily admit that the sacraments 
of the new law are effectual for the bestowal of grace, not 
only on those who do not place any obstacle in the way, but 
on the most obstinate of those who do. What difficulty cannot 
the faith of the Church and the prayer of faith remove, when 
Stephen is believed to have converted the Apostle Paul by this 
power ? But in these cases the sacraments do what they do, 
not by their own virtue, but by that of faith; without which, 
as I have said, they Lave no effect at all. 

A question has been raised whether a child yet unborn, but 
of which only a hand or a foot appears, can be baptized. On 
this point I would give no hasty judgment, and I confess my 
own ignorance. Nor do I know whether the reason on which 
they base their opinion is sufficient, namely, that the whole soul 
exists in every part of the body ; for it is not the soul, but the 
body, which is outwardly baptized. On the other hand, I 
cannot pronounce that, as some assert, he who has not yet 
been born, cannot be born again ; though it is a very strong 
argument. I leave this question to the decision of the Spirit, 
and meanwhile would have every man to be fully persuaded 
in his own mind. 

I will add one thing, of which I wish I could persuade every 
one ; that is, that all vows, whether those of religious orders, 
or of pilgrimages, or of works of any kind, should be entirely 
done away with, or at least avoided, and that we should remain 
in the liberty of baptism, full as it is of religious observances 
I works. It is impossible to express to what an 
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extent this far too much estoUed belief m vows detracts from 
baptism, and obscures the kuowledge of Christian liberty ; not 
to mention the nnspcaknhle and infinite danger to eoals which 
is daily increased by this immoderate passion for tows, and 
thonghtlesa rashness in making them. Oh ye moat wicked 
Bishops and most nnhappy pastors, who slnmber at your 
ease and disport yonrBelvea with your own desires, while 
ye have no pity for the grievous and perilous affliction of 
Joseph ! 

It would be well either to do away by a general edict with 
all vows, especially those which are perpetual, and to recall all 
men to their baptismal vows, or at least to admonish all to 
take no vow rashly ; and not only to invite no vows, but to 
place delays and difficulties in the way of their being taken. 
We make an ample vow at baptism, a greater one than we can 
fulfil ; and we shall have enough to do if we give all our 
efforts to this alone. But now we compass sea and land to 
make many proselytes; we fill the world with priests, monks, 
and nuns ; and we imprison all theeo iu perpetnal vows. We 
shall find those who will argue on this point, and lay it down 
that works performed under the sanction of a vow are better 
than those performed independently of vows, and will be 
preferred in heaven and meet with far higher reward. Blind 
and impious Pharisees ! who measure righteousness and holi- 
ness by the greatness and number of works, or by some 
other c)uality in them ; while in God's sight thoy are 
measured by faith alone ; since in His sight there is no 
difference between works, except so far as there is a difference 
in faith. 

By this inflated talk wicked men create a great opinion 
of their own inventions, and puff up human works, in 
order to allure the senseless multitude, who are easily led 
by R specious show of works ; to the great ruin of faith, 
forgetfulness of baptism, and injury to Christian liberty. As 
a TOW is a sort of law and requires a work, it follows that, as 
TOWS are multiplied, so laws and works are multiplied ; and by 
the multiplication of these, faith is extinguished, and the liberty 
of baptism is brought into bondage. Not content with these im- 
pious* allurements, others go further, and assert that entrance into 
a religioUB order is likp n new baptism, which may be saccessively 
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renewed, as often as the purpose of a religions life is renewed. 
Thns these devotees attribute to themselves alone righteous- 
nesSy salvation, and glory, and leave to the baptized absolutely 
no room for comparison with them. The Soman pontiff, that 
fountain and author of all superstitions, confirms, approves, 
and embellishes these ideas by grandly worded bulls and 
indulgences ; while no one thinks baptism worthy even of 
mention. By these showy displays they drive the easily 
led people of Christ into whatever whirlpools of error they 
will; so that, unthankful for their baptism, they imagine 
that they can do better by their works than others by their 
faith. 

Wherefore God also, who is fro ward with the froward, resolving 
to avenge Himself on the pride and unthankfulness of these 
devotees, causes them either to fail in keeping their vows, or to 
keep them with great labour and to continue immersed in 
them, never becoming acquainted with the grace of faith and 
of baptism. As their spirit is not right with God, He permits 
them to continue to the end in their hypocrisy, and to become 
at length a laughing-stock to the whole world, always follow- 
ing after righteousness, and never attaining to it; so that 
they fulfil that saying: "Their land also is full of idols.'' 
(Is. ii. 8.) 

I should certainly not forbid or object to any vow which a 
man may make of his own private choice. I do not wish 
altogether to condemn or depreciate vows; but my advice 
would be altogether against the public establishment or 
confirmation of any such mode of life. It is enough that 
every man should be at liberty to make private vows at his 
own peril ; but that a public system of living under the 
constraint of vows should be inculcated, I consider to be a 
thing pernicious to the Church and to all simple souls. In the 
first place, it is not a little repugnant to the Christian life, 
inasmuch as a vow is a kind of ceremonial law, and a matter of 
human tradition or invention ; from all which the Church 
has been set free by baptism, since the Christian is bound by 
no law, except that of God. Moreover there is no example of 
it in the Scriptures, especially of the vow of perpetual chastity, 
'^^ uce, and poverty. Now a vow of which we have no 
in the Scriptures is a perilous one, which ought to be 
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urged npon no man, mnch less be established as a common and 
public mode of life ; even if every indiyidnal must be allowed 
to yentnre npon it at his own peril, if he will. There are some 
works which are wrought by the Spirit in bnt few, and these 
onght by no means to be brought forward as an example, or as 
a manner of life. 

I grc&tly fear, however, that these systems of living under 
vows in the religious, are of the number of those things 
of which the Apostle foretold : " Speaking lies in hypo- 
crisy ; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, which God hath created to be received with 
thanksgiving." (1 Tim. iv. 2, 3.) Let no one cite against me 
the example of St. Bernard, St. Francis, St. Dominic, and such 
like authors or supporters of religious orders. God is terrible 
and wonderful in His dealings with the children of men. He 
could preserve Daniel, Ananias, Azarias, and Misael holy, even 
as ministers of the kingdom of Babylon, that is, in the very 
midst of wickedness ; He may also have sanctified the men of 
whom I have spoken in their perilous mode of life, and have 
guided them by the special working of His Spirit ; while 
yet He would not have this made an example for other men. It 
is certain that not one of these men was saved by his vows or 
his religious order, but by faith alone, by which all men are 
saved, but to which these showy servitudes of vows are espe- 
cially hostile. 

In this matter let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. I shall carry out my undertaking, and speak on behalf 
of the liberty of the Church and of the glory of baptism ; and 
I shall state for the general benefit what I have learnt under 
the teaching of the Spirit. And first I counsel those who are 
in high places in the Church to do away with all those vows 
and the practice of living under vows, or, at the least, not to 
approve or extol them. If they will not do this, then I 
earnestly advise all who desire to make their salvation the 
safer — particularly growing youths and young men — to keep 
aloof from all vows, especially from such as are extensive and 
life-long. I give this advice in the first place because this 
mode of life, as I have already said, has no evidence or 
example in the Scriptures, but rests only on the bulls of the 
pontiffs, who ar^ ^"^ men ; and secondly, because it tends to 
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men into hypocrisy throagh its singularity Btid showy 
appearance, whence arise pride and contempt; of the ordinary 
Christian life. If there were no other cause for doing away 
with these vows, this one by itself woold have weight enough, 
that by them faith and baptism are depreciated, and works arr 
magnified. Now these cannot be magnified withont rajnons 
consequences, for among maiiy thousands there is scarc^lv 
one who does not look more to hie works as a member of a 
religiuuB order, than to faith ; and under this dolusioo thi-y 
claim superiority over each other as being stricter or laxer, 
they cull it. 

Hence I advise no man, yea, I dissuade every 
entering into the priesthood or any religious order, nnl 
he be so fortified with knowledge as to tinJeretand that, lioi 
ever sacred and lofty may be the workt^ of priests or 
religious orders, they differ not at all in the sight of God fi 
the works of a husbandman labouring in his field, or of a 
woman attending to her household affairs, bat that in His eyes 
all things are measured by faith alone ; as it is written : " In 
all thy work believe with the faith of thy soul, for this is the 
keeping of the commandments of God." (Eccles. ixKii. 23.) 
Nay, it very often happens that the common work of a 
servant or a handmaiden is more acceptable to God than ail the 
fastings and works of a monk or a priest, when they are donu 
without faith. Since, then, it is likely that at the present day 
vows only tend to increase men's pride and presumption iu 
their own works, it is to bo feared that there is nowhere less of 
faith and of the Church than in priests, monks, and bishops, 
and that these very men are really Gentiles and hypocri 
who consider themselves to be the Church, or the very hear 
the Church, spiritual persons, and rulers of the Church, 
they are very far indeed from being so. These ate really 
people of the captivity, among whom all the free gifts bcstoi 
in baptism have been brought into bondage ; while the 
and slender remnant of the people of the land appear vile 
their eyes. 

Fr»m this we perceive two conspicuous errors on the pi 
the Koman Pontiff. The first is, that he gives dispenaatii 
the matter of vows, and does this as if he alone poi 
aathorito bflv ond all other Christians. So far does the ra 
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nnd audacity of wicked men extend. If a row can be dis- 
pensed with, any brother can dispense for hi8 neighbour, or 
eyen for himself. If he cannot grant such dispensations, 
neither haa the Pope any right to do bo, WhencQ has he 
this authority ? From the keys ? They are common to all, 
and only have power over sins. Bat since the Pope himself 
confesses that vows have a divine right, why does he cheat 
and rnin wretched souls by giving dispensations in a matter 
of divine right, which admits of no dispensation ? He prates 
of the redemption of vows, and declares that he has power to 
change vows, just as under tho law of old the first-born of an 
ass was exchanged for a lamb ; as if a vow, which requires to 
be fnlfilled everywhere and constantly, were the same thing 
with the first-born of an ass ; or as if, because God in His own 
law ordered an ass to be exchanged for a Iamb, therefore the 
Pope, who is but a man, had the same power with respect to 
a law which is not his, but God's. It was not a pope who 
made this decretal, hut an ass which had been exchanged for a 
pope, so utterly mad and impious was he. 

The Pope commits a second great error again, in decreeing 
that the bond of marriage may bo broken through, if one of the 
parties, even against the will of tho other, desires to enter a 
monastery, provided the marriage lias not yet been consum- 
mated. What devil inspires this portentous decree of the Pope ? 
God commands men to keep faith and observe truth towards 
one another, and that every man should bring gifts out of his 
own substance; for He hates robbery for burnt -offering, as Ho 
declares by the mouth of Isaiah, Now hu-sband and wife owo 
fidelity to each other by their compact, a fidelity which can be 
dissolved by no law. Neither can say : " I belong to myself," 
or can do without robbery whatever is done against the will of 
the other. Else why not also have a rule that a man who is 
in debt, if he enter into a religious order, shall be freed from 
his debts, and be at liberty to deny his bond ? Yo blind \ ye 
blind ! Wliich is greater — good faith, which is a command of 
God, or a vow, invented and chosen by men? Art thou a 
shepherd of souls, Pope ? Are ye doctors of sacred theology, 
who teach in this way ? Why do ye teach thus ? Because yo 
extol a vow as being a better work than marriage ; but it is 
not faith, which itself alone can magnify uuythiug, that yo 
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lUAgiiifyy but works, which in the sight of God are nothing, or 
at leaift aU equal n» oonoems their merit. 

I cannot doubt then that from such tows as it is right to 
make, neither men nor angels can gire a dispensation. Bnt I 
hare not been able to convince myself that all the tows made 
in these days fall under the head of rightful tows ; such as 
that ridiculous piece of folly, when parents devote their child 
yet unborn, or an infant, to a life of religion or to perpetual 
chastity. Nay it is certain that this is no rightful tow ; it 
appears to be a mockery of God, since the parents tow what 
it is in no wise in their power to perform. I come now to 
members of the religious orders. The more I think of their 
three vowh, the less I understand them, and the more I wonder 
how the exaction of such vows has grown upon us. Still lees 
do I underBtand at what period of life such vows can be taken, 
so as to be legitimate and valid. In this all are agreed, that 
such vows, taken before the age of puberty, are not valid. 
And yet in this matter they deceive a great number of youths, 
who know as little of their own age as of what it is they are 
vowing. The age of puberty is not looked to when the vows 
are taken, but consent is supposed to follow afterwards, and the 
professed are held in bondage and devoured by dreadful scruples 
of conscience ; as if a vow in itself void could become valid by 
the progress of time. 

To mo it seems folly that any limit to a legitimate vow 
should be laid down by others, who cannot lay one down in 
their own case. Nor do I see why a vow made in a man's 
eighteenth year should be valid, but not if made in his tenth or 
twelfth y(Mir. It is not enough to say that in his eighteenth 
year a man feels the impulses of the flesh. What if he 
scarcely feels them in his twentieth or thirtieth year; or 
feels them more strongly in his thirtieth year than in his 
twentieth ? Why, again, is not a similar limitation placed on 
the vows of poverty and obedience ? What time shall we assign 
for a man to feel himself avaricious or proud, when even the 
most spiritually minded men have a diflSculty in detecting 
these aflfections in themselves ? There will never be any sure 
and legitimate vow, until we shall have become thoroughly 
spiritual, and so have no need of vows. We see then that vows 
are most uncertain and }>erilous things. It would be a 
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salutary course to leave this lofty manner of living under vows 
free to the spirit alone, as it was of old, and by no means 
to convert it into a perpetual mode of life. We have now, 
however, said enough on the subject of baptism and liberty. 
The time will perhaps come for treating [more fully of vows, 
and in truth they greatly need to be treated of. 



CONCEENING THE SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

In this third part I shall speak of the sacrament of penance. 
By the tracts and disputations which I have published on this 
subject I have given offence to very many, and have amply 
expressed my own opinions. I must now briefly repeat these 
statements, in order to unveil the tyranny which attacks us on 
this point as unsparingly as in the sacrament of the bread. In 
these two sacraments gain and lucre find a place, and therefore 
the avarice of the shepherds has raged to an incredible extent 
against the sheep of Christ; while even baptism, as we have 
seen in speaking of vows, has been sadly obscured among adults, 
that the purposes of avarice might be served. 

The first and capital evil connected with this sacrament 
is, that they have totally done away with the sacrament 
itself, leaving not even a vestige of it. Whereas this, like 
the other two sacraments, consists of the word of the divine 
promise on one side and of our faith on the other, they have 
overthrown both of these. They have adapted to the purposes 
of their own tyranny Christ's word of promise, when He says : 
"Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven " (Matt. xvi. 19); and : " Whatsoever ye shall 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven : and whatsoever ye 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matt, xviii. 18) ; 
and again : " Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted 
unto them ; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.'' 
(John XX. 23.) These words are meant to call forth the faith 
of penitents, that they may seek and obtain remission of tlieir 
sins. But these men, in all their books, writings, and dis- 
courses, have not made it their object to explain to Christians 
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the promise conveyed in these words, and to show them wbal 
they ought to believe, and Low much conaolntion they might 
have, but to establish in the almost length, breadth and depth 
their own powprfu! and violent tyranny. At laat some haTc 
even begun to give orders to the angels in heaven, and to bout, 
with an incredible frenzy of impiety, that they have received 
the right to rule in heaven and on earth, and have the pow«t 
of binding even in heaven. Thus they aay not a word nbont 
the saving faith of the people, but talk largely of the tyranni- 
cal power of the pontiffs ; whereas Christ's words do not <li>al 
at all with power, but entirely with faith. 

It was not principalities, powers, and dominions that Christ 
instituted in His Church, but a ministry, as we learn from the 
words of the Apostle : " Let a man so account of us. as of the 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God." 
(1 Cor. iv. 1.) When Christ said : " "Whosoever believetU and 
IB baptized shall be saved," He meant to call forth faith on th? 
part of those seeking baptism ; so that, on the strength of thi« 
word of promise, a man might be sure that, if he believed and 
were baptized, he would obtain salvation. No sort of power is 
here bestowed on His servants, but only the ministry of baptdsm 
is committed to them. In the same way, when Christ says: 
" Whatsoever ye shall bind," etc.. He means to call forth the 
faith of the penitent, so that, on the strength of this word of 
promise, ho may be sure that, if he believes and is absolved, 
he will be truly absolved in heaven. Evidently nothing is said 
here of power, but it in the ministry of absolution which is 
spoken of. It is strange enough that those blind and arrogant 
men have not arrogated to themselves some tyrannical power 
from the terms of the baptismal promise. If not, why liavo 
they presumed to do so from the promise connected with 
penitence? In both cases ther^ is an equal ministry, a like 
promise, and the same character in the sacrament ; and it can- 
not be denied that, if we do not owe baptism to Peter alone, it 
is a piece of impious tyranny to claim the power of tho keys 
for the Pope alone. 

Thus also when Christ says : " Take, eat, this is ray body 
which is given for you ; this is the cup in my blood," Ho means 
to call forth faith in those who eat, that their conscience may be 
strengthened by faith in these words, and that they may feel 
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Bure thiit, when they eat, they receiye remission of sina There 
is nothing here which speaks of power, but only of a ministry. 
The promiee of Baptism has remained with ns, at least in the 
case of infants, but the promise of the Bread and the Cap has 
been destroyed, or brought into serTitade to aTarice, and faith 
ha» been turned into a work and a testament into a sacrifice. 
Thne also the promise of Penance has been perverted into 

most violent tyranny, and into the establishment of a do- 
minion that is more than temporal. 

Not content with this, our Babylon has so utterly done away 
vith faith as to declare with shameless front that it is not 
DPcessary in this sacrament ; nay, in her antichristian wicked- 
ness, she pronounces it a heresy to assert the necessity of 
faith. What more is there that that tyranny could do, and has 
not done ? Verily " by the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
down ; yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged 
our liarps upon the willows in the midst thereof." (Psalm 
cxxjvii. 1, "i.) May the Lord curse the barren willows of those 
rivers! Amen. The promise and faith having been blotted 
out and overthrown, let us see what they have substituted for 
them. They have divided penitence iaito three parts, con- 
trition, confession, and satisfaction ; but in doing this they 
have taken away all that was good in each of these, and have 
Bet up in each their own tyranny and caprice. 

In the first place, they have so taught contrition as to make 
it prior to faith in the promise, and far better as not being a 
work of faith, but a merit ; nay, they make no mention of 
fiiith. They stick fast in works and in examples taken from 
the Scriptures, where we read of many who obtained pardon 
through humility and contrition of heart, but they never think 
of the faith which wrought this contrition and sorrow of 
heart ; as it is written concerning the Ninevites : " The people 
of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on 
Bftckcloth." (Jonah iii. 5.) These men, worse and more auda- 
cious than the Ninevites, have iiivented a certain "attrition," 
which, by the virtue of the keys (of which they are ignorant), 
may become contrition ; and this they bestow on the wicked 
and unbelieving, and thus do away entirely with contrition. 
unendurable wrath of God, that such things should be taught 
in the Church of Christ! So it is that, having got rid of * '" 
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and its work, we walk heedlessly in the doctrines and opinions 
of men, or ratherperish in them. A contrite heart is a great 
matter indeed, and can only proceed from an earnest faith in 
the Diyine promises and threats — a faith which, contemplating 
the unshakeable truth of God, makes the conscience to tremble, 
terrifies and braises it, and, when it is thus contrite, raises it 
up again, consoles, and preserves it. Thus, the tmth of the 
threatening is the cause of contrition, and the truth of the 
promise is the cause' of consolation, when they are believed ; and 
by this faith a man merits remission of sins. Therefore faith 
above all things ought to be taught and called forth; when 
faith is produced, contrition and consolation will follow of their 
own accord by an inevitable consequence. 

Hence, although there is something in the teaching of those 
who assert that contrition is to be brought about by the 
collection — as they call it — and contemplation of our own sins, 
still theirs is a perilous and perverse doctrine, because they do 
not first teach the origin and cause of contrition, namely, the 
unshakeable truth of the Divine threatenings and promises, in 
order to call forth faith ; that so men might understand that 
they ought to look with much more earnest attention to the 
truth of God, by which to be humbled and raised up again, 
than to the multitude of their own sins, which, if they be 
looked at apart from the truth of God, are more likely to 
renew and increase the desire for sin, than to produce con- 
trition. I say nothing of that insurmountable chaos of labour 
which they impose upon us, namely, that we are to frame a 
contrition for all our sins, for this is impossible. We can 
know but a small part of our sins; indeed even our good 
works will be found to be sins ; as it is written : " Enter 
not into judgment with thy servant : for in thy sight shaU 
no man living be justified." (Psalm cxliii. 2.) It is enough 
that we sorrow for those sins which vex our conscience at 
the present moment, and which are easily recognised by an 
efibrt of our memory. He who is thus disposed will • with- 
out doubt be ready to feel sorrow and fear on account of all 
his sins, and will feel sorrow and fear when in future they 
are revealed to him. 

Beware then of trusting in thine own contrition, or attribu- 
ting remission of sins to thy own sorrow. It is not because 
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of these that Ood looks on thee with fiiTonr, but because of 
the faith with which thoa hast beliered His thieatenings and 
promises, and which has wrought that sorrow in thee. There- 
fore whatever good there is in penitence is dne, not to the 
diligence with which we reckon np our sins, bat to the truth 
of Otoi and to our fiadth. All other things are works and 
fruits which foUow of their own accord, and which do not 
make a man good, but are done by a man who has been 
made good by his taiih in the truth of God. Thus it is 
written: ''Because he was wroth, there went up a smoke 
in his presence." '(Psalm xviii. 8.) The terror of the 
threatening comes first, which devours the wicked ; but faith, 
accepting the threatening, sends forth contrition as a cloud 
of smoke. 

Contrition, though it has been completely exposed to wicked 
and pestilent doctrines, has yet given less occasion to tyranny 
and the love of gain. But confession and satisfaction have been 
turned into the most noted workshops for lucre and ambition. 
To speak first of confession. There is no doubt that confession 
of sins is necessary, and is commanded by Grod. " They were 
baptized of John in Jordan, confessing their sins." (Matt. iii. 6.) 
" If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, 
and his word is not in us." (1 John i. 9, 10.) If the saints 
must not deny their sin, how much more ought those who are 
guilty of great or public ofiences to confess them. But the 
most effective proof of the institution of confession is given 
when Christ tells us that an offending brother must be told of 
his fault, brought before the Church, accused, and finally, if he 
neglect to hear the Church, excommunicated. He "hears" 
when he yields to reproof, and acknowledges and confesses 
his sin. 

The secret confession, however, which is now practised, 
though it cannot be proved from Scripture, is in my opinion 
highly satisfactory, and useful or even necessary. I could not 
wish it not to exist ; nay, I rejoice that it does exist in the 
Church of Christ, for it is the one great remedy for afflicted 
consciences; when, after laying open our conscience to a 
brother, and unveiling all the evil which lay hid there, we 
receive from the mouth of that brother the word of consolation 
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Bent forth from God ; receiving wbich by faith we find p^nci- in 
El senae of the merey of God, who speaks to as through otir 
brother. What I protest against is the conversion of this 
institution of confoasion into a meana of tyranny and extortion 
by the bishops. They rcser^'e certain cases to thcmaelveB bb 
secret, and then order them to be revealed to confessors named 
by themselves, and thns vex the consciences of men ; filling the 
office of bishop, but utterly neglecting the real duties of t 
bishop, which are, to preach the gospel and to minister to the 
poor. Nay, these impions tyrants principally reserve to them- 
selves the cases which are of lees consequence, while they leave 
the greater ones everywhere _to the common herd of priesta, 
— cases such as the ridiculous inventions of the bull " In Ccent 
Domini." That their wicked perverseness may be yet man 
manifest, they do not reserve those things which are offences 
against the worship of God, against faith, and against the 
chief commandments, hut even approve and teach them ; sneh 
Bs those jonrneyings hither and thither on pilgrimage, the 
perverted worship of saints, the lying legends of saints, tho 
confidence in and practice of works and ceremonies ; by all 
which things the faith of God is extinguished, and idolatry is 
nourished, as it is at this day. The pontiffs we have nowadays 
are snch as those whom Jeroboam established at Dan and 
Beersheba as ministers of the golden calves — men who are 
ignorant of the law of God, of faith, and of all that concerns 
the feeding of the sheep of Christ, and who only thrust their 
own inventions upon the people by terror and power. 

Although I exhort men to endure the violence of these 
reservers, even as Christ bids us to endure all the tyrannical 
conduct of men, and teaches us to obey such extortioners; 
still I neither admit nor believe that they have any right of 
reservation. By no jot or tittle can they prove this; while I 
can prove the contrary. In the first place, if, in speaking of 
public offences, Christ says that we have gained our brother, 
if he hears us when told of his fault, and that he is not to be 
brought before the Chnrch, unless he has refused to hear as. 
and that offences may thus be set right between brethren ; 
how much more true will it be concerning private offences, that 
the sin is taken away, when brother has voluntarily confessed 
it to brother, so that he need not bring it before the Church, 
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that ifl, before a prelate or priest, as tliese men say in their 
foolish iDterpretation. In suppott of my opioioL we have agaiu 
the authority of Christ, when he says in the some passage : 
" Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven ; 
and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall bo loosed in 
heaven." (Matt, iviii. 18.) This saying is addressed to all 
Christians and to every Christian. Once more he says to the 
same effect; "Again I say unto you, that if two of yon shall 
agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven." 
(Matt, xviii. 19.) Now a brother, laying open his secret sins to 
a brotjier and seeking pardon, certainly agrees on earth with 
that brother in the truth, which is Christ. In confirmation of 
what he had said before, Christ says still more clearly in the 
same passage: "Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them." (Matt, xviii. 20.) 
From all this I do not hesitate to say that whosoever 
voluntarily confesses his sins privately, in the presence of 
any brother, or, when told of his faults, nska pardon and 
amends his life, is absolved from bis secret sins, since Christ 
has manifestly bestowed the power of absolution on every 
believer in Him, with whatever violence the pontiffs may rage 
against this truth. Add also this little argument, that, if any 
reservation of bidden sins were valid, and there could be no 
salvation unless they wore remitted, the greatest hindrance to 
Balvation would lie in those things which 1 have mentioned 
above — even those good works and idolatries which we are 
taught at the present day by the pontiffs. While, if these 
most weighty matters are not a hindrance, with how much less 
reason are those lighter offences so foolishly reserved! It is 
by the ignorance and blindness of the pastors that these 
portents are wrought in the Church. Wherefore I wonld warn 
these princes of Babylon and bishops of Beth-aven to abstain 
from reserving cases of any kind whatever, but to allow the 
freest permission to hear confessions of secret sins to all 
brethren and sisters ; so that the sinner may reveal his sin to 
whom he will, with the object of seeking pardon and consola- 
tion, that is, the word of Christ uttered by the mouth of his 
neighbour. They effect nothing by their rash preaumptiou, 
but to ensnare needlessly the consciences of the weak, fu 
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egt&blisli their owa wicked tTranny, and tcr feed their own 
avarice on the sins and perdition of their brethren. Thus 
they stain their bauds with the blood of sonis, and childtea 
are devoured by their parents, and Ephraim devours Jndah, 
and Syria Israel, as Isaiah says. 

To these evils they have added circumstances — mothers, 
daughters, sisters, relatives, branches, fruits of sins, all devised 
at complete leisure by the most subtle of men, who havci set up, 
even in the matter of Bins, a sort of tree of consanguinity and 
aSinity. So fertile of results are ignorance and impiety ; for 
these devices of some worthless fellow havO passed into pnblic 
law, as has happened in many other cases. So vigilantly do 
the shepherds watch over the Church of Christ, that what- 
ever dreams of superstition or of new works these senseless 
devotees indulge, they forthwith bring forward, and drees them 
up with indulgences, and fortify them with bnlls. So far 
are they from prohibiting these things, and protecting the 
simplicity of faith and liberty for the people of God ; for what 
has liberty to do with the tyranny of Babylon ? 

I should advise the total neglect of all that concerns circum- 
stances. Among Christians there is but one circumstance, 
and that is, that a brother has sinned. No character is to 
be compared to Christian brotherhood ; nor has the observa- 
tion of places, times, days, and persons, or any other such 
superstitious exaggeration, any effect but to magnify things 
which are nothing, at the expense of those things which are 
everything. As if there could be anything greater or more 
weighty than the glory of Christian brotherhood, they bo tio 
nB down to places and days and persons, that the name of 
I brother is held cheap, and instead of being freemen we 
I slaves in bondage — wo to whom all days, places, persons, 
all other outward things, are equal. 

How unworthily they have treated the matter of eatisfc 
I have abundantly shown in the case of indulgences. They 
have' abused it notably, to the destruction of Christiana in 
body and in soul. In the first place, they have so taught it 
that the people have not understood the real meaning of 
satisfaction, which is a change of life. Furthermore, thoy w 
urge it and represent it as necessary, that they leave no room 
for faith in Christ ; but men's consciences are most wretchi 
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tortured by ecruplea on this point. Ono rima hitbor, another 
thither ; one to Borne, another into ft convent, anotber to some 
other place ; one scoorgea himsolf with rods, another destroys 
his body with vigils and fasting ; wlulo all, under ono general 
delation, say : Here is Christ, or there ; and imagino tbat the 
kingdom of God, which is really within us, will come with 
observation. These monstrouB evils we owe to thee, See of 
Borne, and to thy homicidal laws and rites, by which thou bast 
brought the world to sucb n point of ruin, that they think 
they can make satisfaction to God for tbcrir sins by works, 
while it is only by the faith of a contrite heart tbat Ho 18 
satisfied. This faith thou uot only compellest to silence in 
the midst of these tumults, but striveat to destroy, only 
in order tbat thy avarice, tbat insatiable leech, may have 
Bome to whom to cry : Bring, bring ; and may make a traffic 
of sins. 

Some have even proceeded to sucb a length in framing 
engiuGs of despair for souls, as to lay it down tbat all sins, the 
satisfaction enjoined for which has been nuglected, must be 
gone over afresh in confession. What will not sucb men dare, 
meu born for this end, to bring everything ten times over into 
bondage ? Moreover, I should like to know how many people 
there are who are fully persuaded that they are in a state of 
salvation, and are making satisfaction for their sins, wbeu tbcy 
murmur over the prayers enjoined by the priest with their lips 
alone, and meanwhile do not even think of any amendment of 
life. They believe that by one moment of contrition and 
confession their whole life is changed, and that there remains 
merit enough over and above to make satisfaction for their 
past sins. How should they know better, when tbey are 
taught nothing better ? There is not a thought hero of morti- 
fication of the fleab ; the example of Christ goes for nothing ; 
who, when he absolved the woman taken in adultery, said to 
her : " Go, and sin no more ; " thereby laying on her the cross 
of mortification of the flesh. No slight occasion has been 
given to these perverted ideas by our absolving sinners before 
thoy have completed their satisfaction ; whence it comes that 
they are more anxious about completing their satisfaction, 
which is a thing that lasts, than about coutritiou, which they 
think has been gone through in the act of confession. On the 



214 LUTUErS PRIMARY WORKS 

eontrsry, abflolation ouglit to follow the eompleiion of ntisbc- 
tion, as it did in the primitiTe Church, whence it happened 
that, the work being orer, they were afterwards more exerdsed 
in faith and newness of life. On this subject, howerer, it must 
suffice to have repeated so far what I have said at greater length 
in writing on indulgences. Let it also suffice for the present 
to hare said this much in the whole respecting these three sacra- 
mentSy which are treated of and not treated of in so many mia- 
chievous books of Sentences and of law. It remains for me to 
say a few words about the remaining sacraments also, that I 
may not appear to have rejected them without sufficient reason. 



OF CONFIRMATION. 



It is surprising that it should have entered any one's mind to 
make a Sacrament of Confirmation out of that laying on of 
hands which Christ applied to little children, and by which 
the apostles bestowed the Holy Spirit, ordained presbyters, 
and healed the sick; as the Apostle writes to Timothy: 
" Lay hands suddenly on no man." (1 Tim. v. 22.) Why not 
also make a confirmation out of the sacrament of bread, be- 
cause it is written: ''And when he had receiyed meat, he 
was strengthened " (Acts ix. 19) ; or again : '* Bread which 
strengtheneth man's heart ? " (Ps. civ. 15.) Thus confirmation 
would include tlircc Bacraments, of bread, of orders, and of 
confirmation itself. But if whatever the apostles did is a 
sacrament, why has not preaching rather been made into a 
sacrament ? 

I do not say this, because I condemn the seven sacraments, 
but because I deny that they can be proved from the Scriptures. 
I wish there were in the Church such a laying on of hands as 
there was in the time of the Apostles, whether we chose to 
call it confirmation or healing. As it is, however, none of it 
remains, except so much as we have ourselves invented in order 
to regulate the duties of the bishops, that they may not be 
entirely without work in the Church. For when they had 
loft the sacraments which involved labour, along with the 
heir inferiors, as being beneath their attention (on 
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ibe groundy forsooth, that wbateTer institutioiis the Divine 
majeety has set up must needs be an object of contempt to men), 
it WJBLS but right that we should inrent some easy duty^ not too 
troublesome for the daintiness of these great heroes^ and by 
no means commit it to inferiors, as if it were of little 
importance. What human wisdom has ordained ought to be 
honoured by men. Thus, such as the priests are, such should be 
the ministry and office which they hold* For what is a bishop 
who does not preach the gospel, or attend to the cure of souls, 
but an idol in the world, baring the name and form of a bishop ? 
At present, howeyer, we are enquiring into the sacraments 
of dirine institution ; and I can find no reason for reckoning 
confirmation among these. To constitute a sacrament we 
require in the very first place a word of dirine promise, on 
which fS&ith may exercise itself. But we do not read that 
Christ ever gave any promise respecting confirmation, although 
he himself laid hands upon many, and although he mentions 
among the signs that should follow them that believe : " They 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." (Mark xri. 
18.) No one, however, has interpreted these words of a 
sacrament, or could do so. It is enough then to consider 
confirmation as a rite or ceremony of the Church ; of like 
nature to those other ceremonies by which water and other 
things are consecrated. For if every other creature is sanctified 
by the word and prayer, why may not man much more be 
sanctified by the same means, even though they cannot be 
called sacraments of faith, inasmuch as they contain no divine 
promise ? Neither do these work salvation ; while sacraments 
save those who believe in the divine promise. 



OF MATRIMONY. 



It is not only without any warrant of Scripture that 
matrimony is considered a sacrament, but it has been turned 
into a mere mockery by the very same traditions which vaunt 
it as a sacrament. Let us look a little into this. I have said 
that in every sacrament there is contained a word of divine 
promise, which must be believed in by him who receives the 
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sign ; and that thE> Hign alnnc cannot constitato a. s&cti 
TNow we nowhere read that Lc who mftrries a wife will ] 
1 any grace from God ; neither is there in matrimony any s 
) of divine institution, nor do we anywhere read that it ■ 
, appointed of God to be a sign of anything; altfaongb it j 
true that all viaihle traneactionB may he nnderstood as figure 
and allegorical reprdBontationg of invisible thinga. Bat fig^ 
and allegories are not sacraments, in the sense in which i 
are epeaking of sacraments, 

Furthermore, since matrimony has existed from the bcp 
ning of the world, and still continues oven among tmheliever^ 
there are no reasons why it should be called a sacrameat ( 
the new law, and of the Church alone. The marriages of 1 
patriarchs were not less marriages than ours, nor are those t 
unbelievers less real than those of believers ; and yet no < 
calls tliem a sacrament. Moreover there are among belierei 
wicked hnshanda and wives, worse than any Gentiles. Why 
should wo then say there is a sacrament here, and not among 
the Gentiles? Shall we bo tride with baptism and the Church og^ 
to say, like those who rave about the temporal power existinj 
only in the Church, that matrimony is a sacrament only i. 
Church ? Such assertions are childish and ridiculous, and 1 
them we expose our ignorance and rashness to the laughter Q 
nnbeli overs. 

It will be asked however : Does not the Apostle say thl 
"they two shall be one flesh," and that "this i 
sacrament; " and will yon contradict the plain words nf th^ 
Apostle ? I reply that this argument is a very dnll one. atM 
proceeds from a careless and thoughtless reading of I 
original. Throughout the holy Scriptures this word ' 
w(fin/M»H," has not the meaning in which we employ it, but t 
opposite one. For it everywhere signifies, not the sign of i 
sacred thing, but a sacred thing which is secret and biddai 
Thus Paul says: "Let a man so account of us, as of ' 
ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries (that i 
eacroments) of God." (1 Cor. iv. 1.) Where we use the LbU 
term " sacrament," in Greek the word " mystery " is cm_ploye( 
and thus in Greek the words of the Apostle are : " They tni 
fihall be one flesh; this is a great mystery." This amhignrf 
8 Jed men to consider marriage bs, \». «ac<Eii.nL&'&.t, of the iiM 
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law, which they would hove been far from doing, if they had 
read the word " mystery," as it is in the Greek. 

Thns the Apostle calls Christ himself a " sacrament," 
saying : " And without controTersy great is the sacrainent 
(that is, mystery) of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh, 
jnstifled in the spirit, seen of angols, preached unto the 
Gentiles, behevod on in the world, received up into glory." 
(1 Tim. iii. 16.) Why have they not dodnced from this an 
eighth sacrament of the new law, nnder snch clear anthority 
from Panl? Or, if they restrained themselres in this case, 
where they might so snitably have been copious in the inven- 
tion of sacraments, why are they so lavish of them in the 
other? It is because they have been misled by thoir ignorance 
&s well of things as of words ; they have been caught by the 
mere sound of the words and by their own fancies. Having 
once, on human anthority, taken a sacrament to be a sign, 
they have proceeded, without any judgment or scruple, to 
make the word moan a sign, wherever they have met with it 
in the sacred writings. Just as they have unported other 
meanings of words and human habits of speech into the sacred 
writings, and transformed these into dreams of their own, 
making anything out of anything. Hence their constant 
senseless ase of the words: good works, bad works, sin, grace, 
rigliteousnoss, virtue, and almost all the most important words 
and things. They use all these at their own discretion, 
founded on the writings of men, to the ruin of the truth of God 
and of our salvation. 

Thus sacrament and mystery, in Paul's meaning, are the 
very wisdom of the Spirit, hidden in a mystery, as he says ; 
" Which none of the princes of this world knew j tor had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory." 
(1 Cor. ii. 8.) There remains to this day this folly, this stone 
of stumbling and rock of ofi'ence, this sign which shall be 
spoken against. Paul calls preachers the stewards of these 
mysteries, because they preach Christ, the power and wisdom 
of God ; but so preach him that unless men believe, they 
cannot understand. Thus a sacrament means a mystery and a 
hidden thing, which is made known by words, but is received 
by faith of heart. Hnch is the passage of which we are 
speaking at present : " Tbey two shull W crie flesh ; this is a 
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great mystery." These men thiuk that this was said concern- 
ing matriiDouy ; bat Paul brings in these words in speaking il 
Christ and tho Cbnrcb, and explains bia meaning clearly br 
saying: "I speak concerning Christ and the Church," i^' 
how well Paul and these men agree! Paul says that ht j 
sotting forth a great mystery conceTaing Cbiist and the 
Church ; while they set it forth as concerning male and feuisle. 
If men may thus indulge their own caprices in interpreting 
the sacred writings, what wonder if anything can be found in 
them, were it even a hundred sacraments? 

Christ then and the Church are a mystery, that is, a great 
and bidden thing, which may indeed and ought to lie figured 
by matrimony, as in a sort of real allegory ; but it does not 
follow that matrimony ought to be called a sacrament. The 
heavens fignratively represent the apostles ; the sun Christ ; the 
waters nations ; but these things are not therefore sacraments ; 
for in all these cases the institution is wanting and the divine 
promise; and these it is which make a sacrament complete. 
Hence Paul is either, of his own spirit, applying to Christ the 
words used in Genesis concerning matrimony, or else he teaches 
that, in tbeir general sense, the spiritual marriage of Christ is 
also there declared, saying : " Kvou as the Lord cherisbetb tfa^ 
Church ; for we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of l^H 
bones. For this cause shall a man leave his father and motl^^l 
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one 8a^| 
This is a great mystery, but 1 speak concerning Christ and the 
Church." (Eph. v. 29-32.) Wo see that he means this whole 
text to be understood as spoken by bim about Christ. He 
purposely warns the reader to understand the " Sacrament " as 
in (.'hrist and the Church, not in matrimony. 

I admit, indeed, that even under the old law, nay, from tlio 
beginning of the world, there was a sacrament of peuitencf ; 
but tlic new promise of penitence and the gift of the keys are 
peculiar to the new law. As we have baptism in tho place of 
circumcision, so we now have the keys in the place of sacrifices 
or other signs of penitence. I have said above that, at- diderent 
times, the same God has given different promises and different 
signs for tho remission of sina and the salvation of men, whilo 
yet it is the some grace that all have received. As it is 
written ; " We, Imviug the same spirit of faith, believe, and 
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therefore spmJtT {i Cbr. it, 13.> -Our &llM!rst diJl idl <«l ili^ 
same spiriiiial mei^ aal did all drink ib^ $«a^ i^iurimal drink; 
for they drank of that spixitud xviek that foUom^ed th^si. and 
that rock was Cairisi." (1 Cor. x. S. 4.^ - Hmw all dh^ in 
faith, not haTing reoeiTed the pKunidets ; Gv^ having piv^rid^ 
some better thing for ns, that they without ns shonld n<>t be 
made perfect." (Heb. xL 13, id.) Ipor Christ hini$elf, the $«me 
yesterday, and to-day, and for ever, is the head of his Chnrch 
from the b^;inning eren to the end of the irorld. There are 
then different signs, bnt the £uth of all belieTers is the same ; 
since without faith it is impossible to please God, and by it 
Abel pleased Him. 
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Let then matrimony be a figure of Christ and the Church, / 
not however a sacrament divinely instituted, but one invented r 
in the Church by men led astray by their ignorance alike oL 
things and of words. So far as this invention is not injurious 
to the faith, it must be borne with in charity ; just as many 
other devices of human weakness and ignorance are borne 
with in the Church, so long as they are not injurious to 
faith and to the sacred writings. But we are now con- 
tending for the firmness and purity of faith and of i^cripture ; 
lest, if we affirm anything to be contained in the sacred 
writings and in the articles of our faith, and it is after- 
wards proved not to be so contained, we should expose our 
£aith to mockery, be found ignorant of our own special business, 
cause scandal to our adversaries and to the we^k, and fail to 
exalt the authority of holy Scripture. For we must make the 
widest possible distinction between those things which have 
been delivered to us from God in the sacred writingR, and 
those which have been invented in the Church by men, of 
however eminent authority from their holiness and thoir 
learning. 

Thus far I have spoken of matrimony itself. But what shall 
we say of those impious human laws by which this divinely 
appointed manner of life has been entangled and tossed up and 
down ? Good God ! it is horrible to look upon the temerity of 
the tyrants of Borne, who thus, according to their own caprices, 
at one time annul marriages and at another time enforce them. 
Is the human race given over to their caprice for nothing but 
to be mocked and abused in every way, and that these men 
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may da wliat tbcy please with it for tike sake of their own bUl 
gains? 

There is a book in general circulation and held in no slight 
eBtcem, which has been confusedly put together ont of all tlic 
drega and filth of human traditions, and entitled the Angelic 
Summary ; while it is really a more than diabolical snoimary. 
In this book, among an infinite number of monstroas eUt«- 
menta, by which confessors are supposed to be instructed, whilp 
they are in truth most ruinously confused, eighteen impediments 
to matrimony are enumerated. If we look at these with the 
just and free eye of faith, we shall see that the writer is of the 
number of those of whom the Apostle foretold that they should 
" give heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils ; speak- 
ing lies in hypocrisy ; forbidding to marry." (1 Tim. iv. 1-3.) 
"What is forbidding to marry, if this is not forbidding it — to 
invent so many impediments, and to set so many snares, that 
marriages cannot be contracted, or, if they are contracted, lunst 
be dissolved ? Who has given this power to men ? Gtnn ted that 
such men have been holy and led by a pious zeal ; why doos tbu 
holiness of ano ther encroach upon my liberty ? Why does the 
zeal of another bring mc into bondage ? Let whosoever will 
be as holy and as zealous as he will, but let him not injure 
others, or rob me of my liberty, 

I rejoice, however, that these disgraceful laws have at length 
attained the glory they deserve, in that by their aid the men of 
Kome have nowadays become common traders. And what do 
they sell ? The shame of men and women ; a morchandiRe 
worthy of these traffickers, who sorpass all that is most sordid 
and disgusting in their avarice and impiety. Tbere is not a 
of those impediments, which cannot be removed at the i 
cession of Mammon ; so that these laws seem to have 
made for no other purpose than to bo nets for money and 
snares for souls in the hands of those greedy and rapacious 
Nimrods; and in order that we might see in the holy place, 
in the Church of God, the abomination of the public sale of 
the shame and ignominy of both sexes. A business worthy of 
our pontiffs, and fit to be carried on by men who, with the 
utmost disgrace and baseness, are given over to a reprobate 
mind, instead of that ministry of the gospel which, in their 
avarice and ambition, they despise. 
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But what am I to sny or do? If I were to enter upon 
every partionlar, this treatise would extend beyond all boanda ; 
for the snbjsct is in the utmost confusion, no that no one can 
tell where he is to begin, bow far be is to go, or where he is 
to stop. This I know, that no commonwealth can be pros- 
perously administered by mere laws. If the magistrate is 
a wise man, he will govern more happily under the guidance 
of nature than by any laws ; if he is not a wise man, he will 
efibct nothing but mischief by laws, since he will not know 
low to use them, or to adapt them to the wants of the time. In 
public matters, therefore, it is of more importance that good and 
wise men should be at the head of affairs, than that any laws 
fthoold be passed ; for such men will themselves be the best of 
laws, since they will judge cases of all kinds with energy and 
justice. If, together with natural wisdom, there be learning 
in divine things, then it is clearly superfluous and mischievous 
to have any written laws ; and charity above all things has 
absolutely no need of laws. I say, however, and do nil that in 
me lies, admonishing and ontreatlng all priests and friars, 
if they see any impediment with which the Pope can dispense, 
but which is not mentioned in Scripture, to consider all those 
marriages valid which have been contracted, in whatever way, 
contrary to ecclesiastical or pontifical laws. Let them arm 
themselves with the Divine law which says : What God hath 
joined together, let not man put asunder. The union of 
husband and wife is one of divine right, and holds good, how- 
ever much against the laws of men it may have taken place, 
Knd the laws of men ought to give place to it, without any 
Bcruplo. For if a man is to leave bis father and mother and 
cleave to his wife, how much more ought he to tread under 
foot the frivolous and unjust laws of men, that he may cleave 
to his wife? If the Pope, or any bishop or official, dissolves 
any marriage, because it has been contracted contrary to the 
papal laws, he is an antichrist, does violence to nature, and is 
guilty of treason against God ; bccauBO this sentence stands : 
Whom God hath joined together, lot not man put asunder. 

Besides this, man has no right to make such laws, and the 
liberty bestowed on Christians through Christ is above all the 
laws of men, especially when the divine law comes in, as Christ 
says: "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
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Sabbatb ; therefore the Sou of man ie Lord also of the Sabbatli." 
(Mark ii. '27-28.) Again, ench laws were condemned before- 
hand by Paul, when he foretold that those shoidd arise who 
would forbid to marry. Hence in this matter all those rigoroiw 
impediments derived from epiritnal affinity, or legal relationship 
and conBanguinity, must give way, as far as is permitted by 
the sacred writings, in which only the second grade of con- 
sanguinity is prohibited, as it is written in the book of Lenticns. 
where twelve persons are prohibited, namely ; — mother, Bt«p- 
mother, full sister, half sister by either parent, grand-daugbt«r, 
father's sister, mother's sister, danghter-in-law, brother's iriU, 
wife's sister, step-daughter, uncle's "ife. In these only the 
first grade of affinity and the second of consanguinity a 
hibited, and not even these nniveisally, as is clear wheu 
look carefully at the subject; for the daughter and ^ 
daughter of a brother and sister are not mentioned as prohibifl 
though they are in the second grade. Hence, if at any timti 
a marriage has been contracted outside these grades, than which 
no others have ever been prohibited by God's appointment, it 
ought by no means to be dissolved on account of any laws of 
m en. PSlatr imon y , being a divine institution, is incomparably 
above all laws, and therefore it cannot rightfully be brok^tn 
\ through for the sake of laws, but rather laws for its sake. 

Thoa all those fanciful spiritual affinities of father, mother, 
brother, sister, or child, ought to be utterly done away with in 
the contracting of matrimony. What but the superstition of 
man has invented that spiritual relationship ? If he who 
baptizes is not permitted to marry her whom he has baptized. 
br a godfather his god-daughter, why is a Christian man 
permitted to marry a Christian woman ? Is the relationship 
established by a ceremony or by the sign of the sacrament 
stronger than that established by the substance itself of the 
sacrament ? Is not a Christian man the brother of a L'hristiaii 
sister? Is not a baptized man the spiritual brother of a 
baptized woman ? How can we be so senseless ? If a man 
instructs his wife in the gospel and in the faith of Christ, and 
thus becomes truly her father in Christ, shall it not he law^^ 
for bet to continue his wife? Would not Paul have 1 
liberty to marry a maiden from among those Corinthian^ 
of whom he declares that he had begotten in Christ ? 
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then, how Christian liberty has been cmehed by the blindneaa 
of linman superstition ! 

Much more idle etill is the doctrine of legal relationship; 
'(Uid yet they have raised even this above the divine right of 
matrimony. Nor can I agree to that impediment which they 
call disparity of religion, and which forbids a man to marry an 
unbaptized woman, neither simply, nor on condition of converting 
her to the faith. Who has prohibited this, God or man ? \Vho 
has given men authority to prohibit marriages of this kind ? 
Terily the spirits that speak lies in hypocrisy, as Paul says ; of 
whom it may be truly said : The wicked have spoken lies to 
me, bat not according to thy law. Patricius, a heathen, 
married Monica, the mother of St. Anguatine, who was a 
Christian ; why shonld not the same thing be lawful now ? A 
like instance of foolish, nay wicked rigour is the impediment 
of crime ; aa when a man marries a woman previously pollutoJ 
by adultery, or has plotted the death of a woman's husband, that 
he may be able to marry her. Whence, I ask, a severity on the 
part of men against men, snch as even God has never exacted ? 
Do these men pretend not to know that David, a most holy 
man, married Bathsheba the wife of Uriah, though both these 
crimes had been committed; that is. though she had been 
polluted by adultery and her husband had been murdered ? If 
the divine law did this, why do tyrannical men act thus against 
their fellow servants ? 

It is also reckoned as an impediment when there exists what 
they call a bond ; that is, when one person is bound to another 
by betrothal. In this case they conclude that if either party 
liave subsequently had interconrse with a third, the former 
betrothal comes to an end, I cannot at all receive this doctrine. 
In my judgment, a man who has bound himself to one person 
b no longer at his own disposal, and therefore, under the pro- 
hibitions of the divine right, owes himself to the former, though 
he has not had intercourse with her, even if he have afterwards 
had intercourse with another. It was not in his power to give 
what he did not possess ; he has deceived her with whom he has 
had intercourse, and has really committed adultery. That which 
.has led some to think otherwise is that they have looked more 
|io the fleshly union than to the divine command, under which 
he who has promised fidelity to one person is bound to observe 



ritlMABY WORKS 

it. He who desirea to give, ought to give of that which is hi§ 
own. God forbid that any njan should go beyond or dcfnind 
bis brother in any matter ; for good faith ought to be prceerved 
beyond and above all traditions of all men. Tbns I believe 
that stich a man cannot with a safe conscience cohabit with a 
second woman, and that this impediment onght to be eutirelj 
reversed. If a vow of religion deprives a man of his power over 
himself, why not also a pledge of fidelity given wad received ; 
especially since the latter rests on the teaching and fmitu of 
the Spirit ((ial. v.), while the former rests on human choico? 
And if a wifo may return to her husband, notwithstanding any 
vow of religioD she may have made, why should not a betrothi^ 
man return to his betrothed, even if connexiou with another have 
followed? We Lave said, however, above that a man who has 
pledged his fuith to a maiden is not at liberty to make a vuw of 
religion, but is bound to marry her, because ho is bound lo 
keep his faith, and is not at liberty to abandon it for the sakv 
of any human tradition, since God commands that it shonM bo 
kept. Much more wilt it be his duty to observe his pledgs t 
the first to whom he has given it, because it was only v ' 
deceitful heart that he could give it to a second ; and thei 
he has not really given it, but has deceived his i 
against the law of God. Hence the impediment called that of 
error takes effect here, and annuls the marriage with the second 
woman. 

The impediment of holy orders is also a mere contrivanco of 
men, especially when they idlyassert that even a marriage already 
contracted is annulled by this cause, always osaltiug their own 
traditions above the commands of God. I give no judgment 
respecting the order of the priesthood, such as it is at the 
present day ; but I see that Paul commands that a bishop 
should be the husband of one wife, and therefore the marriage 
of a deacon, of a priest, of a bishop, or of a man in any kind of 
orders, cannot be annulled ; although Pawl knew nothing 
of that kind of priests and those orders which we have nt the 
present day. Perish then these accursed traditions of mon, 
which have come in for no other end than to multiply perils, 
sins, and evils in the Church I Between a priest and bis wife, 
then, there is a true and inseparable marriage, approved by the 
divine command. WluitiE ■Nicked mea forbid or annul it of t" 
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own mere tyranny ? Be it that it is nnlawful in the sight of 
men ; yet it iB lawfnl in the sight of G-od, whose commaDtlment, 
if it he contrary to the commandments of men, is to be preferred. 

Just as much a human contrivance ia the oo-called impedi- 
ment of public propriety, by which contracted marriages are 
annulled. I am indignant at the audacious impiety which is 
8o re^idy to separate what God has joined together. You may 
recognise Antichrist in this opposition to everything which 
Christ did or taught. What reason is there, I ask, why, on the 
death of a betrothed husbaud before actual marriage, no relative 
by blood, even to the fourth degree, can marry her who was 
betrothed to him ? This is no vindication of public propriety, 
but mere ignorance of it. Why among the people of Israel, 
which possessed the beat laws, given by God himself, was there 
no such vindication of public propriety ? On the contrary, 
by the very command of God, the nearest relative was com- 
pelled to marry hor who had been left a widow. Ought the 
people who are in Christian liberty to be burdened with more 
rigid laws than the people who were in legal bondage ? And 
to make an end of these figments rather than impedimenta, I 
will say that at present it is evident to me that there is no 
impediment which can rightfully annul a marriage already con- 
tracted, except physical unfitness for cohabiting with a wife, 
ignorance of a marriage previously contracted, or a vow of 
chastity. Concerning such a vow, however, I am so uncertain 
even to the present moment, that I do not know at what time 
it ought to be reckoned valid ; as I have said above in speaking 
of baptism. Learn then, in this one matter of matrimony, into 
what an unhappy and hopeless state of confusion, hindrance, 
entanglement, and peril all things that are done in the Church 
have been brought by the pestilent, unlearned, and impious 
traditions of men ! There is no hope of a "remedy, unless we 
can do away once for all with all the laws of all men, call back 
the gospel of liberty, and judge and rule all things according 
to it alone. Amen. 

It is necessary also to deal with the qnestiou of physical 
incapacity. But be it premised that I desire what I have said 
about impediments to be understood of marriages already 
contracted, which ought not to be annulled for any such causes. 
But with regard to the eontnictiug of matrimony I may briefly 
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repeat what I hare said before, that if there be any nrgfft 
of youthful lovo, or any other necessity, ou account of which 
the Pope grants a dispeDsation, then any brother can nlso graiit 
a diapenBation to liis brother, or hiuiBelf to himself, and Ibas 
snatch his wife, in whatever way he can, ont of the haodH of 
tyrannical laws. Why is my liberty to be done away with by 
another man's enperstition and ignorance ? Or if the Pope givat 
dispenHatiou for money, why may not I give a ilittpensation t'l 
my brother or to myself for the advantage of my own salvation ? 
Does the Pope establish laws? Let him establish them fut 
himself, but let my liberty be untouched. 

«•«••■ 

The question of divorce is also discussed, whether it be 
lawful. I, for my part, detest divorce, and even prefer bip^amv 
to it ; but whether it be lawful I dare not define. Chrisl 
himself, the chief of shepherds, says : " Whosoever fihali put 
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, cansetb htT 
to commit adultery ; and whosoever shall marry her that is 
divorced committeth adultery." (Matt. v. 32.) Christ tlierefure 
permits divorce only in the case of fornication. Henc« the 
Pope must necessarily be wrong, as often aa he permits divorce 
for other reasons, nor ought any man forthwith to coasidj 
liimself safe, because he has obtained a dispensation by poi 
fical audacity rather than power. I am more surpri^ 
however, that they compel a man who has been separated i 
his wife by divorce to remain single, and do not allow him to 
marry another. For if Christ permits divorce for the cause of 
fornication, and does not compel any man to remain single, and if 
Paul bids us rather to marry than to burn, this seems plaiuljf 
allow of a man's marrying another in the place of her whom! 
has put away. I wish that this subject were fully discnat 
and made clear, that provision might he made for the number- 
less perils of those who at the present day are compelled to 
remain single without any fault of their own ; that is, who ae 

r husbands have fled and deserted their partner, not J 
return for ten years, or perhaps never. I am distressed i 
grieved by these cases, which are of daily occurrence, whefl 
this happens by the special malice of Satan, or from our ncg\i 
of the word of God. 
I cannot by myself establish any rule contrary to 
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opinion of all ; bnt for my own part, I shonld exceedingly 

wisli at least to see applied to this subject the words ; " But 
if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or 
B sister is not under bondage in such cases" (1 Cor. vii. 15). 
Here the Apostle permits that the unbelieving one who 
departs should be let go, and leaves it free to the believer 
to take another. Why should not the same rule hold good, 
if a believer, that is, a nominal believer, bat in reality just 
as much an unbeliever, deserts husband or wife, especially 
if with the intention of never returning ? I cannot discover 
any distinction between the two cases. In my belief, how- 
ever, if in the Apostle's time the unbeliever who had departed 
had returned, or had become a believer, or had promised 
to live with the believing wife, he would not have been 
received, but would himself have been authorised to marry 
another woman. Still, I give no definite opinion on these 
questions, though I greatly wish that a definite rule were laid 
down, for there is nothing which more harasses me and many 
others. I would not have any rule on this point laid down by 
tho sole authority of the Pope or the bishops ; but if any two 
learned and good men agreed together in the name of Christ, 
and pronounced a decision in the spirit of Christ, I should 
prefer their judgment even to that of councils, such as are 
assembled nowadays, which are celebrated simply for their 
number and authority, independently of learning and holiness. 
I therefore suspend my utterances on this subject, nntil I can 
confer with some better judge. 



OF ORDERS. 



Of this sacrament the Church of Christ knows nothing; it 
was invented by the chorch of the Pope. It not only has 
no promise of grace, anywhere declared, but not a word is 
said about it in the whole of tho New Testament. Now it ia 
ridiculous to set up as a sacrament of God that which can 
nowhere be proved to have been instituted by God. Not that 
I consider that a rite practised for so many ages is to be 
condemned ; but I would not have human inventions established 
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in sacred things, nor should it be allowed to bring in anytl 
as diWnely ordained, wbicli has not been di\'inoly ordaui^ 
lest we should be objects of ridicule to our adversiiries. Wn 
must endeavour that whatever we put forward aa an artick of 
the faith should be certain and nncorrupt aud established by 
clear proofs- from Scripture; and this we cannot show even 
the slightest degree in the case of the present sacrament. 

The Church has no power to establish new divine proi 
of grace, aa some senselessly assert, who say that, since 
Church is governed by the Holy Spirit, whatever she on 
has no less authority than that which is ordained of QoA. 
The Church is born of the word of promiBS through faith, and 
is nourished and preserved by the same word ; that is, she herself 
is established by the promises of God, not the promise of Ood by 
her. The word of God is incomparably above the Chorch, and 
her part is not to establish, ordain, or make anything in it, but 
only to be established, ordained, and made, as a creature. ^ 

man begets his own parent ? Who establishes the authoiiti 
which be himself exists P 

This power the Church certainly has — that she 
tinguish the word of God from the words of men. Bo Augus- 
tine confesses that his motive for believing the gospel was the 
authority of the Church, which declared it to be the gospel. 
Not that the Church is therefore above the gospel ; for, if so, 
she would also be above God, in whom we believe, since slw 
declares Him to be God ; but, as Augustine says elsew! 
the soul is so taken possession of by the truth, that thi 
it can judge of all things with the utmost certainty, and 
cannot judge the truth itself, but is compelled by an infallil 
certainty to say that this is the truth. For example, the miud 
pronounces with infallible certainty that three and seven ate ten, 
and yet can give no reason why this is true, while it cannot deny 
that it is true. In fact the mind itself is t{iken possession of, 
and, having truth as its judge, is judged rather than judgM. 
Even such a perception is there in the Church, by the illui ' 
tiou of the Spirit, in judging and approving of doctrini 
perception which she cannot demonstrate, but which she 
as most sure. Just as among philosophers no one ju< 
of those conceptions which are common to all, but 
.18 judged by them, so ia it among us with regard to 
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spiritusl perception which judgeth all things, yet is judged 
of &o man, aa the Apostle says. 

Let 113 take it then for certain that the Church cannot 
promiae grace, to do which is the part of God alone, and 
therefore cannot institute a sacrament. And even, if nhe had 
the moat complete power to do so, it would not forthwith 
follow, that orders are a sacrament. For who knows what is 
that Church which has the Spirit, when only a few hishops and 
learned men are usually concerned in setting up these laws 
and institutions ? It is possible that these men may not be of 
the Church, and may all be in error ; as councils have very 
often been in error, especially that of Constance, which has 
erred the most impiously of all. That only is a proved article 
of the faith which has been approved by the universal Church, 
and not by that of Borne alone. I grant therefore that orders 
may be a sort of church rite, lite many others which have been 
introduced by the Fathers of the Church, snch as the consecra- 
tion of vessels, buildings, vestments, water, salt, candles, herbs, 
wine, and the like. In all these no one asserts that there is 
any sacrament, nor is there any promise in them. Thus the 
anointing of a man's hands, the shaving of his head, and other 
ceremonies of the kind, do not constitute a sacrament, since 
nothing is promised by these things, but they are merely 
employed to prepare men for certain offices, as in the case of 
vessels or instruments. 

Bnt it will be asked : What do you say to Dionysius, who 
reckons up six sacraments, among which he places Orders, in 
his Hierarchy of the Church ? My answer is : I know that he 
is the only one of the ancient authorities who is considered 
as holding seven sacraments, although, by the omission of 
matrimony, he has only given sis. We read nothing at all in 
the rest of the Fathers abont these sacraments, nor did they 
reckon them under the title of sacrament, when they spoke of 
these things, for the invention of such sacraments is a modern 
one. Then too — if I may be rash enough to say so— it is 
altogether unsatisfactory that so much importance should bo 
attributed to this Dionysius, whoever he was, for there is 
almost nothing of solid learning in him. By what authority or 
reason. I ask, does he prove his inventions concerning angels in 
his Celestial Hierarchy, a. book on the study of which curious 



and Hnperatitioaa minds have spent so mnch labooi ? 
they not all fancies of Ms own, and very mnch like dre) 
we read them and judge tbem freely ? In liis mystic theology 
indeed, which is so mnch cried np by certain very ignorunt 
tlieologianfl. he is even very miscbieroas, and follows Plato 
rather than Christ, bo that I wonld not have any believing 
mind bestow even the slightest labonr on the stndy of these 
books. You will be so far from learning Christ in them that, 
even if yon know Him, you may lose Him. I speak from ex- 
perience. Let ns rather bear Paol, and learn Jesns Christ and 
Him crucified. For this is the way, the truth, and the life ; 
this is the ladder by which we come to the Father, as it is 
written : " No man cometh nnto the Father, bnt by Me." 

>!^o in his Hierarchy of the Church, what does he do bat 
describe certain ecclesiastical rites, amusing himself with his 
own allegories, which he does not prove, jnst as has been done 
in our time by the writer of the hook called the Bationale of 
Divine things ? This pursuit of allegories is only fit for men 
of idle minds. Could I have any diSiculty in amusing myself 
with allegories about any created thing whatever? Did not 
Bonaventura apply the liberal arts allegorically to theology ? 
It would give me no trouble to write a better Hierarchy than 
that of Dionysins, as he knew nothing of popes, cardinals, and 
archbishops, and made the bishops the highest order. Who, 
indeed, is there of such slender wits that he cannot venture 
upon allegory ? I would not have a theologian bestow any atten- 
tion upon allegories, until he is perfectly acquainted with the 
legitimate and simple meaning of Scripture ; otherwise. 
happened to Origen, his theological speculations will not 
without danger. 

We must not then immediately make a sacrament of 
thing which Dionysius describes ; otherwise why not malca' 
sacrament of the procession which he describes in the same 
passage^, and which continues in use even to the present day? 
Nay, there will be as many sacraments as there are rites and 
ceremonies which have grown up in the Church. Resting, 
however, on this very weak foundation, they have invented 
and attributed to this sacrament of theirs certain iudulible 
characters, supposed to be impressed on those who receive 
orders. Whence, I ask, such fancies ? By what authority, by 
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what reasoning are they established ? Not that we object to 
their being free to inTent, learn, or assert whatever they 
please ; but we also assert our own liberty, and say that they 
must not arrogate to themselves the right of making articles 
of the faith ont of their own fancies, as they have hitherto 
had the presumption to do. It is enough that, for the sake of 
concord, we submit to their rights and inventions, but we will 
not be compelled to receive them an necessary to salvation, 
when they are not necessary. Let them lay aside their 
tyrannical requirements, and wo will show a ready compliance 
with their likings, that so we may live together in mntoal 
peace. For it is a disgraceful, unjust, and slavish thing for a 
Christian man, who is free, to be subjected to any but heavenly 
and divine traditions. 

After this they bring in their very strongest argument, 
namely, that Christ said at the last supper : " Do this in 
remembrance of me." " Behold ! " they say, " Christ ordained 
them as priests." Hence, among other things, they have also 
asserted that it is to priests alone that both kinds should 
be administered. In fact they have extracted out of this text 
whatever they would ; like men who claim the right to 
assert at their own free choice whatsoever they please out 
of any words of Christ, wherever spoken. But is this to 
interpret the words of God ? Let us reply to them that in 
these words Christ gives no promise, but only a command that 
this should be done in remembrance of Him, \Vby do they not 
conclude that priests were ordained in that passage also where 
Christ, in laying upon them the ministry of the word and of 
baptism, said : " Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost " ? It is the 
peculiar office of priests to preach and to baptize. Again, 
since at the present day it is the very first business of a priest, 
and, as they say, an indispensable one, to read the canonical 
Hours ; why have they not taken their idea of the sacrament 
of orders from those words in which Christ commanded His 
disciples — as he did in many other places, but especially 
in the garden of Gethsemane — to pray that they might not 
enter into temptation ? Unless indeed they evade the difficulty 
by saying that it is not commanded to pray, for it suffices to 
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tcftd the canonical Houra ; bo that thia cannot be proved to 
prieatly work from any part of Scripture, and tbat couseqnei 
this praying priesthood ia not of God ; as indeed it is not. 

Wliieh of the ancient Fathers has aaserted that by 1 
words priests iroro ordained ? Whence then tliia now interpn 
tation ? It is bocanso it has been sought by thiu device to set 
up a source of implacable discord, by which clergy and 
might be placed farther asnuder than heaven and earth, to 
incredible injnry of baptismal grace and confusion of evani 
cal communion. Hence has originated that detestable tyi 
of the clergy over the laity, in which, trusting to the corjioral 
unction by which their hands are consecrated, to their tonAure, 
and to their vestments, they not only set themselvea above the 
body of lay Christians, who have been anointed with the Holy 
Spirit, but almost look npon them as dogs, unworthy to be 
numbered in the Church along with themselves. Hence 
that they dare to command, exact, threaten, drive, and oppi 
at their will. In fine, the sacrament of orders has been 
a most admirable engine for the establishment of all 
monstrous evils which have hitherto been wrought, and are 
yet being wrought, in the Church. In this way Christian 
brotherhood has perished ; in this way shepherds have been 
turned into wolves, servants into tyrants, and ecclesiastics into 
more than earthly beings. 

How if they were compelled to admit that we all, so many 
Qs have been baptized, are equally priests ? We are so in fact, 
and it is only a ministry which has been entrusted to thom, and 
that with oar consent. They would then know that they have 
no right to esercise command over us, except so far as we 
voluntarily allow of it. Thne it is said: "Ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation." (1 Fet. ii. 9.) 
Thus all we who are Christians are priests ; those whom we 
call priests are ministers chosen from among us to do all 
things in our name ; and the priesthood is nothing else than a 
ministry. Thus Paul saya : " Let a man so account of us as of 
the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God." 
(1 Cor. iv. 1.) 

From this it follows that he who does not preach the 
word, being called to this very office by the Church, is id 
110 way A priest, and that tUe Bttcro.m6u.t of orders can be 
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nothing else than a ceremony for cLooBing preachers in the 
Church. This is the description given of a priest : " The 
priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the 
law at hie mouth ; for he is the messenger of the Lord of 
hosts." (Malachi ii. 7.) Be sure then that he who is not a, 
meHsenger of the Lord of hosts, or who is called to anything 
else than a messengership — if I may so speak— is certainly 
not a priest ; as it is written : " Bocauaa thou hast rejected 
kuowlcdge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest 
to mo." (Hoeea iv. fi.) They are called pastors because it is 
their duty to give the people pasture, that is, to teach them. 
Therefore those who are ordained only for the purpose of 
reading the cononioal Hours and offering ap masses are popish 
priests indeed, but not Christian priests, since they not only do 
not preach but are not even called to be preachers ; nay, it is 
the very thing intended, that a priesthood of this kind shall 
stand on a different footing from the office of preacher. Thus 
they are priests of Hours and missals, that is, a kind of living 
images, having the name of priests, but very far from being 
really so ; such priests as those whom Jeroboam ordained in 
Beth-aven, taken from the lowest dregs of the people, and not 
from the family of Levi. 

See then how far the glory of the Church has departed. The 
whole world is full of priests, bishops, cardinals, and clergy ; of 
whom however, (so far as concerns their official duty) not one 
preaches — unless he be called afresh to this by anothor calling 
besides hie sacramental orders — but thinks that he amply fnlfila 
the purposes of that sacrament if he murmurs over, in a vain 
repetition, the prayers which he has to read, and celebrates masses. 
Even then, he never prays these very Hours, or, if he does pray, 
he prays for himself ; while, as the very height of perversity, he 
offers up his masses as a sacrifice, though the mass is really the 
use of the sacrament. Thus it is clear that those orders by 
which, as a sacrament, men of this kind are ordained to be clergy, 
are in truth a mere and entire figment, invented by men who 
anderstand nothing of church affairs, of the priesthood, of the 
ministry of the word, or of the sacraments. Such as is the sacra- 
ment, such are the priests it makes. To these errors and blind- 
nesses has been added a greater degree of bondage, in that, in 
order to separate themselves the more widely from all other 
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Chrietiuns, &a if these were profane, tliey have burdi 
themselves with a most hypocritical celibacy. 

It waa not enongh for their hypocrisy and for the world 
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'gamy, 1 
the same time, as waa done under the law — for we know that 
that is the meaning of bigamy^bnt they have interpreted it to 
be bigamy, if a man marries two virgins in succession, or a w 
kosce. Nay, the most sanctified sanctity of this most Ba«rc 
■■BRcrament goes so far, that a man cannot even become a ] 
' if ho have married a virgin, as long as she is alive as his « 
And, in order to reach the very highest summit of sanctity, ■ 
man is kept ont of the priesthood, if he have married one who 
was not a pure virgin, though it were in ignorance and mei 
by an unfortunate chance. But he may hare pollnted J 
hundred harlots, or corrupted any number of matrons or virgi 
or even kept many Cranymedes, and it will be no impedim 
to his becoming a bishop or cardinal, or even Pope. Then the 
saying of the Apostle : " the husband of one wife," must he 
interpreted to mean: "Iho head of one church ;" unless that 
magnificent dispenser the Pope, bribed with money or led by 
favour — that is to say, moved by pious charity, and nrged by 
anxiety for the welfare of the churches — chooses to unitejg 
one man three, twenty, or a hundred wives, that is, chnrchfli 
pontiffs, worthy of this venerable sacrament of orders 1 
princes not of the Catholic churches, but of the sj'nagogtiM 
Satan, yea, of very darkness ! We may well cry out wiHi 
Isaiah ; " Ye scornful men, that rule this people which is in 
Jerusalem" (Isaiah xxviii. 14); and with Amos: 
them that are at ease in Zioo, and trust in the mounts 
Samaria, which are named chief of the nations, to whom j 
house of Israel came ! " (Amos vi. I.) what disgrace 
Church of God from these monstrosities of sacerdotalism ! 
Where are there any bishops or priests who know the gospel, 
not to say preach it ? Why then do they boast of their 
priesthood ? why do they wish to be thought holier and better 
and more powerful than other Christians, whom they call the 
laity ? What unlearned person is not competent to read tlw 
Hours ? Monks, hermits, and private persons, although li "^^ 
may use the prayers of the Houi-s. The duty of a priest i 
preach, and unletiB he doea bo, be vk ^\i«\. a% T&.'o.it,\^ «. ^ 
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the picture of a mail is a mau. Does the ordination of suck 
babbling priests, the consocration of churchoe and bi'Ils, or tbo 
confiimation of children, constitute a bishop? Could not any 
deacon or layntnn do theae things ? It is the ministry of the 
word that makes a priest or a bishop. 

Fly then, I counsel yon ; fly, young men, if ye wish to live 
in safety ; and do not seek admission to these holy rites, unless 
ye are either willing to preach the gospel, or are able to 
believe that ye are not made any better than the laity by this 
sacrament of orders. To read the Hours is nothing. To oScr 
the mass is to receive the sacrament. What then remains in 
yon, which is not to bo found in any layman ? Your tonsnre 
and your vestments? Wretched priestbotid, which consists in 
tonsure and vestments ! Is it the oil poured on your fingers ? 
Every Christian is anointed and sanctified in body and soul 
with the oil of the Holy Spirit, and formerly was allowed to 
handle the sacrament no less than the priests now do; although 
our superstition now imputes it as a great crime to the laity, if 
they touch even the bare cup, or the corporal ; and not even a 
holy nun is allowed to wash the altar cloths and sacred 
napkins. When I see how far the sacrosanct sanctity of these 
orders has already gone, I expect that the time will come when 
the laity will not even be allowed to touch the altar, except 
■when they offer money. I almost burst with anger when I 
think of the impious tyrannies of these reckless men, who 
mock and ruin the liberty and glory of the religion of Christ 
by such frivolous and puerile triflings. 

Let every man then who has learnt that ho is a Christian 
recognise what he is, and be certain that we are all equally 
priests ; that is, that we have the same power in the word, and 
in any sacrament whatever; although it is not lawful for any 
one to use this power, except with the consent of the com- 
munity, or at the call of a superior. For that which belongs 
to all in common no individual can arrogate to himself, until 
he be called. And therefore the sacrament of orders, if it is 
anything, is nothing but a certain rite by which men are called 
to minister in the Church. Forthermore, the priesthood is 
properly nothing else than the ministry of the word — I mean 
the word of the gospel, not of the law. The diaconate is a 
ministry, not for reading the gospel or the epistle, as the 
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practice is nowadaya, bat for distribiitJag the wealth of \ 
Church among the poor, that the priests may be relieved of t 
burden of temporal things, and may give themselTes more 
freely to prayer and to the word. It was for this purpose, aa 
wo read in the Acts of the Apostles, that deacons were 
appointed. Thus he who does not know the gospel, or does 
not preach it, is not only no priest or bishop, but a kind of 
pest to the Church, who, under the false title of priest or 
bishop, as it were in sheep's clothing, hinders the gospel, and 
acts the part of the wolf in the Church. 

Wherefore those priests and bishops with whom the Church 
is crowded at the present day, unless they work out their 
salvation on another plan — that is, unless they acknowledge 
themaelves to be neither priests nor bishops, and repent of 
bearing the name of an office the work of which they either 
do not know, or cannot fulfil, and thus deplore with prayers 
and tears the miserable fate of their hypocrisy— are Terily 
the people of eternal perdition, concerning whom the sapng 
will be fulfilled : " My people are gone into captivity, 
because they have no knowledge ; and their honourable men 
are famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. 
Therefore hell bath enlarged herself, and opened her month 
without measure; and their glory, and their multitnde, and 
their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it." 
(Isaiah v. 13, 14.) word of dread for our age, in which 
Christians are swallowed up in such an abyss of evil ! 

As far then as we are taught from the Scriptures, since what 
we call the priesthood is a ministry, I do not see at all for what 
reason a man who has once been made priest cannot become a 
layman again, since he differs in no wise from a layman, 
except hy his ministerial office. But it is so far from im- 
possible for a man to be set aside from the ministry, that even 
now this punishment is constantly inflicted on offending priesta, 
who are either suspended for a time, or deprived for ever of 
their office. For that fiction of an indelible character has long 
ago become an object of derision. I grant that the Pope may 
impress this character, though Christ knows nothing of it, and 
for this very reason the priest thus consecrated is the lifelong 
servant and bondsman, not of Christ, but of the Pope, aa it is 
at this day. liut, unless I deceive myself, if at some fntare 
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time tliis sacrament and figment full to the gronnd, the Papacy 
itnelf will scarcely hold ita ground, and we ehall recover that 
joyful liberty in which we shall understand that we are all 
eqnal in every right, and shall shake off the yoke of tyranny 
and know that he who is a ChtiBtian has Christ, and he who 
has Christ has all things that are Christ's, and can do all 
things— on which I will write more fully and more vigorously 
when 1 find that what I have here eaid displeases my friends 
the papists. 



ON THE PACEAMENT OF EXTREME UNCTION. 

To this rite of anointing the sick our theologians have made 
two additions well worthy of themselves. One is, that they (rnll 
it a sacrament ; the other, that they make it extreme, so that 
it CBEQot he administered except to those who are in extreme 
peril of life. Perhaps — as they are keen dialecticians — they 
have so made it in relation to the first unction of baptism, 
and the two following ones of confirmation and orders. They 
have this, it is true, to throw in my teeth, that, on the authority 
of the Apostle James, there are in this case a promise and a 
Bign, which two things, I have hitherto said, constitute a 
Bacrament, He says : " Is any sick among you ? let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord ; and the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up; and if he have committed sins, they shall he forgiven 
him." (James v. 14, 15.) Here, they say, is the promise of 
remission of sine, and the sign of the oil. 

I, however, say that if folly has ever been uttered, it has 
been uttered on this subject. 1 pass over the fact that many 
assert, and with great probability, that this epistle was not 
written by the Apostle James, and ie not worthy of the 
apostolic spirit; although, whosesoever it is, it has obtained 
authority by usage. StiU, even if it were written by the 
Apostle James, I should say that it was not lawful for an 
apostle to institute a sacrament by his own authority; that is, 
to give a divine promise with a sign annexed to it. To do this 
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belonged to Christ alone. Thus Paul aaye that he had receired 
the sacrament of the EuchariBt from the Lord ; and that he 
was Bent, not to baptize, but to preach the gDepel. Xowheie, 
however, in the gospel do we read of this sacrament of extrenw 
nuctioii. But let us pass this over, and let ns look to tlw 
words themselves of the Apostle, or of whoever was the author 
of this Epistle, and we shall at once see how those men have 
failed to observe their true meaning, who have thus increased 
the number of sacrament;}, 

In the first place^if they think the saying of the Apostle 
true and worthy to be followed, by what authority do they 
change and resist it? Why do they make »n extreme and 
special unction of that which the ApoHtle meant to be genenU 
The Apostle did nut moon it to be extreme, and to b 
ministered only to those about to die. He says expressly 
any sick among yon ? " He does not say : " Is any dying? 
Nor do I care what Dionysius's Ecclesiastical Hierarchy may 
teach about this ; the words of the Apostle are clear, on which 
be and they alike rest, though they do not follow them, Thi 
it is evident that, by no anthority, but at their own discretif 
they have made, out of the ill -understood words of the Apoal 
a sacrament and an extreme unction ; thus wronging all 
other sick, whom they have deprived on their own authority 
of that benefit of anointing which the Apostle appointed for 
them. 

But it is even a finer argument, that the promise of the 
Apostle expressly says : " The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up." The Apostle commandH 
the use of anointing and prayer for the very purpose that the 
sick man may l>e healed and raised up, that is, may not die, and 
that the unction may not be extreme. This is proved by tlie 
prayers which are used even at this day during the cerem< 
of anointing, and in which we ask that the sick man may 
restored. Tlicy say, on the contrary, that unction should 
be administered except to those on the point of departing; 
that is, that they may not be healed and raised up. If the 
matter were not so serious, who could refrain from laughing at 
such fine, apt, and sound comments on the words of the Apostle ? 
Ho we not manifestly detect here that sophistical folly which, 
in many other casea as ^eW as to tV\a, wfiwrni -^'Wv '^r.'k^Jwm 
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denies, and denies what it affirms ? Shall we not render thanks 
to these distinguished teachers of onre? I have said rightly 
then, that nowhere have they displayed wilder folly than in 
this instance. 

Further — if this unction is a sacrament, it must he beyond 
doubt an effectual sign (as they say) of that which it seals and 
promises. Now it promises health and restoration to tin; sick, 
as the words plainly show : " The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up." Who does not see. 
however, that this promise is seldom, or rather never fulfilled ? 
Scarcely one among a thonsand is restored ; and oven this no 
one believes to be effected by the sacrament, but by the help of 
nature or of medicine ; while to the sacrament they attribute 
a contrary effect. What shall we say then? Either the 
Apostle is deceiving us in this promise, or this unction is not 
a sacrament ; for a sacramental promise is sure, while this In 
most cases disappoints ua. Nay — to recognise auother example 
of the prudence and carefulness of these theologians — they will 
have it to be extreme unction in order that that promise may 
not stand ; that is, that the sacrament may not be n sacrament. 
If the unction is extreme, it does not heal, but yields to the 
sickness ; while if it heals, it cannot be extreme. Thus, 
according to the interpretation of these teachers, James must 
he understood to have contradicted himself, and to have insti- 
tuted a sacrament, on purpose not to institute a sacrament ; 
for they will have it to be extreme unction, in order that it 
may not be true that the sick are healed by it, which is 
what the Apostle ordained. If this is not madness, what, I ask, 
is madness ? 

The words of the Apostle : " Desiring to ba teachers of the 
law ; understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they 
afBrm" (I Tim. i. 7), apply to these men; with so little 
jndgment do they read and draw conclusions. With the same 
stupidity they have inferred the doctrine of auricular confession 
from the words of the Apostle James : " Confess your faults 
one to another." They do not even observe the command of 
the Apostle, that the elders of the Chnrch should be called for, 
and that they should pray over the sick. Scarcely one priest 
is sent now, though the Apostle would have many to be present, 
not for the purpose of anointing, but for that of prayer ^ aa he 
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says : " The prayer of faitli shall save the eick," Moreorer, J 
am not sure that he meaQH priests to be nnderstood in tliis case, 
einee he says elilcre, that is, seniors in age. Now it does not 
foUoiv that an older must he a priest or a minister, and we may 
suspect that the Apostle intended that the sick shonid ho 
visited by the men of greater age and weightier character in 
the Chnrch, who should do this as a work of mercy, and he»l 
the sick by the prayer of faith. At the same time it c«nnot 
be denied, that of old the churches were ruled by the oldw 
men, chosen for this purpose on account of their ago and | 
experience of life, without the ordinations and consecn 






I am therefore of opinion that this is the same anointing 
that used by the Apostles, of whom it is written : " They 
anointed with oil many that were sick, and healed them." (Mark 
vi. 13.) It was a rite of the primitive Church, long Binc« 
obsolete, by which they did miracles for the sick ; jnst as Christ 
says of them that believe : " They shall take up serpents ; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." (Mark 
xvi. 18.) It is astonishing that they have not made sacrameuta 
ont of these words also ; since they have a like virtue and 
promise with those words of James. This pretended extreme 
onotion, then, is not a sacrament, but a counsel of the Apostle 
James, taken, as I have said, from the Gospel of Mark ; and one 

t which ajiy one who will may follow. I do not think that it 
was applied to all sick persons, for the Church glories in her 
infirmities, and thinks death a gain ; bnt only to tliose who bore 
their sickness impatiently and with little faith, and whom 4 
Lord therefore left, that on them the miracnlous power a 
efficacy of faith might be conspicnoosly shown. 
. James, indeed, has carefully and intentionally provided a 
this very mistake, in that he connects the promise of healing and 
of remission of sins, not with the anointing, but with the prayer 
of faith ; for he says ; " The prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up ; and if he have committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him." (James v. 15.) Now a 
sacrament does not require prayer or faith on the part of 1; 
who administers it, for even 8 wicked man may 1>aH 
and consecrate the elements without prayer ; bnt it rests a 
on the promise and iostitutiou of God, and requires faiti 
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the part of him who receives it. Bnt where is the prayer 
of faith in our employment of extreme nnction at the present 
day? Who prays over the sick man with such faith as not 
to doubt of bis restoration? Such is the prayer of faith 
which James here describes; that prayer of which he had 
said at the beginning of the epistle : "Let him ask in faith, 
nothing wavering ;" and of which Christ says : "What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 
and yo shall have them." (Mark xi. 24.) 

There is no doabt at all that, if even at the present day ench 
prayer were made over the sick — that is, by grave and holy 
elders, and with fall faith — as many as we would might be 
healed. For what cannot faith do ? We, however, leave ont of 
sight that faith which apostolic anthority requires in the very 
first place ; and moreover by elders, that is, men superior to 
the rest in age and in faith, we understand the common herd of 
priests. Furthermore, ont of a daily or free anointing we make 
au extreme nnction ; and lastly, we not only do not ask and 
obtain that result of healing promised by the Apostle, bnt we 
empty the promise of its meaning by an opposite resalt. 
Nevertheless we boost that this sacrament, or rather figment, 
of ours, is founded on and proved by the toaching'of the Apostle, 
from which it is as widely separated as pole from pole. Oh, 
what theologians I 

Therefore, without condemning this our sacrament of extreme 
nnction, I steadily deny that it is that which is enjoined by the 
Apostle James, of which neither the form, nor the practice, 
nor the efficacy, nor the purpose, agrees with ours. We will 
reckon it, however, among those sacraments which are of our 
own appointing, such as the consecration and sprinkling of salt 
and water. We cannot deny that, as the Apostle Paul teaches 
us, every creature is sanctified by the word of God and prayer j 
and BO we do not deny that remission and peace are bestowed 
through extreme unction ; not because it is a sacrament divinely j 
instituted, but because he who receives it believes that ho j 
obtains these benefits. For the faith of the receiver does not ' 
err, however much the minister may err. For if he who 
baptizes or absolves in jest— that is, does not absolve at all, i 
far as the minister's part is concerned — yet does really absolvs J 
or baptize, if there be faith on the part of the absolved i 
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baptized person, how mucli more does ho who sdmini 

extreme unction bestow peace ; even thongh in reality 
bestows no peace, if we look to his miniBtry, since there is no 
sacrament. The faith of the person anointed receives that 
blessing which he who anointed him either could not, or did 
not intend, to give. It is enough that the person anointed hears 
and believes the word ; for whatever we believe that we shall 
receive, that we do really receive, whatever the minister maj 
do or not do, whether he play a part, or be in jest. For tlu 
saying of Christ holds good: "All things are possible to him 
that believeth ; " and again ; " As thou hast believed, so be it 
done unto thee." Our sophists, however, make no mention of 
this faith in treating of the sacraments, bnt give their whole 
minds to frivolous discussions on the virtues of the sacraments 
themselves ; ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 

It has been of advantage, however, that this nnction has been 
made extreme, for, thanks to this, it has been of all sacraments 
the least harassed and enslaved by tyranny and thirst for gain ; 
and this one mercy has been left to the dying, that they are 
free to he anointed, even if they have not confessed or com- 
municated. Whereas if it had continued to be of daily employ- 
ment, especially if it had also healed the sick, even if it had 
not taken away sins, of how many worlds would not the pontiflfe 
by this time have been masters — they who, on the streugtb of 
the one sacrament of penance, and by the power of the keys, and 
through the sacrament of orders, have become such mighty 
emperors and princes ? But now it is a fortunate thing that, as 
they despise the prayer of faith, so they heal no aick, and, ont 
of an old rite, have formed for themselves a new sacrament. 

Let it suffice to have said thus much concerning these four 
sacraments. I know how much it will displease those who 
think that we are to enquire about the number and use of 
the sacraments, not from the holy Scriptures, but from the See 
of Home ; as if the See of Home had given us those sacraments, 
and bad not rather received them from the schools of the 
Universities ; to which, without controversy, it owes all that it 
has. The tyranny of the popes would never have stood so high 
if it had not received so much help from the Universities; for 
among all the principal sees, there is scarcely any other which 




has had ao few learned bishops. It is by force, fraud, and 
Bnperatttion alone that it has prevailed over the rest ; and thoso 
who occopiod that see a thousand years ago are bo widely 
diverse from those who have grown into power in the interim, 
that we are compelled to say that either the one or the other 
were not pontiflii of Eome. 

There are besides some other things, which it may seem that 
we might reckon among sacraments— all those things, namely, 
to which a divine promise has been made, such as prayer, the 
word, the crotjs. For Christ has promised in many places to 
hear those that pray ; especially in the eleventh chapter of the 
Gospel of St. Luke, where he invites na to prayer by many 
parables. Of the word he says ; " Blessed are they that hear 
the word of God and keep it." (Lnke xi. 28.) And who 
can reckon up how often he promises succour and glory to 
those who are in tribulation, suffering, and humiliation? 
Nay, who can count up all the promises of God? For it is 
the whole object of all Scripture to lead us to faith ; on 
the one side urging na with commandments and threatenings, 
on the other side inviting ub by promises and consolations. 
Indeed all Hcripture consists of either commandments or 
promises. Its commandments humble the proud by their 
requirements ; its promises lift up the humble by their re- 
missions of sin. 

It has seemed best, however, to consider as sacraments, 
properly so called, those prpmises which have signs annexed to 
them. The rest, as they are not attached to signs, are simple 
promisee, It follows that, if we speak with perfect accuracy, 
there are only two sacraments in the Church of God. Baptism 
and the Bread ; since it is in these alone that we see both a 
sign divinely instituted and a promise of remission of sins. 
The sacrament of penance, which I have reckoned along with 
these two, is without any visible and divinely appointed sign ; 
and is nothing else, as I have said, than a way and means of 
return to baptism. Not even the schoolmen can say that 
penitence agrees with their definition ; since they themselves 
ascribe to every sacrament a visible sign, which enables the 
eenses to apprehend the form of that eflect which the sacra- 
ment works invisibly. Now penitence or absolution has ni>< 
such sign ; and therefore they will be compelled by thi ' 
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definition either to say that penitence is not one of iho 
eacraments, and thus to diminiBh their number, or elee to bring 
forward another definition of a sacrament. 

Baptism, however, which we have assigned to the whole of life, 
will properly suffice for all the sacraments which we are to nse in 
life ; while the hread is truly the sacrament of the dying and 
departing, since in it we commemorate the departare of Christ 
from this world, that we may imitate Him. Let us then no 
distribute these two sacraments that baptism may be allotted 
to the beginning and to the whole course of life, and the bread 
to its end and to death; and let the Christian, while in this 
vile body, exercise himself in both, nntil, being fally baptized 
and strengthened, he shall pass oat of this world, as one born 
into a new and eternal life, and destined to eat with Christ in 
the kingdom of his Father, as he promised at the Last Sapper, 
Baying : " I say unto yon, I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God shall come." (Luke xxii. 18.) 
Thus it is evident that Christ instituted the sacrament of the 
bread that we might receive the life which is to oome ; and 
then, when the purpose of each sacrament shall have been 
fulfilled, both baptism and the broad will cease. 

1 shall here make an end of this essay, which 1 readily and 
joyfully offer to all pious persons, who long to understand 
Scripture in its sincere meaning, and to learn the genuine nse of 
the sacraments. It is a gift of no slight importanoe to " know 
the things that are freely given to as of God," and to know in 
what manner wo ought to use those gifts. For if we are 
instructed in this judgment of the Spirit, we shall not deceive 
onrselves by leaning on those things which are opposed to it. 
Whereas our theologians have not only nowhere given as the 
knowledge of these two things, but have even ilarkeued them, as 
if of set purpose, I, if 1 have not given that knowledge, have 
at least succeeded in not darkening it, and liave given others 
an inducement to think out something better. It ha^ at least 
been my endeavour to explain the meaning of both sacraments, 
but we cannot all do all things. On those impious men, however, 
who in their obstinate tyranny press on us their own teachings 
as if they were God's, 1 thrust these things freely and con- 
fidently, caring not at all for their ignorance and violence. And 
yet even to them I will wish sounder sense, and will 
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despise their efforts, but will only distinguish them from 
those which are legitimate and really Christian. 

I hear a report that fresh bulls and papal curses are being 
prepared against me, by which I am to be urged to recant, 
or else be declared a heretic. If this is true, I wish this little 
book to be a part of my future recantation, that they may not 
complain that their tyranny has puffed itself up in vain. 
The remaining part I shall shortly publish, Christ being my 
helper, and that of such a sort as the See of Bome has never 
yet seen or heard, thus abundantly testifying my obedience 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Hostis Herodes impie, 
Christum venire quid times ? 
Non arripit mortalia 
Qui regna dat coelestia. 
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